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LETTER FROM SIU. KIDD. 1 f
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France, August 19, 1916.
Dear Father:

Received your letter of 
August 3rd, yesterday, and sure was 
glad to get it. I also got one from Zella 
and Edith from Lisle. We hre no long.
Fr ln °ur straw shed, ttet we are in huts 
how. We are about tour miles from 
Ihe trenches, and moot of the boys have 
leen in the trenches or are in now. We 
Ihe machine gun section) will be going 
I any of these day». The front is pretty 
Ptuet here at present and our casualty 
ist so far is one man slightly wounded, 
-very day here we see enemy anti-air- 
raft guns firing on our aeroplanes. One 
rung though we never see a German 
lachine over here and they say that 
ley never take the chance and come 
rer for our machines are better and 
lore numerous. All the shells that 1 
ave seen fined so far have burst pretty 
|r beneath. Where we are now is an 
Jd battle field, but it is over a year 
lice there was anything doing this far 
Ick. Last night when I was out for a 
Slk I found an old Belgian bayonet and 
cabbard and the blade wasn’t even rusty 
[here are lots of things like that lying 
found and it would be nice to have 
une of them for souvenirs but it is im- 
issible to keep them for it is not as if 
fc were staying at our camp all the 
he. Just out for a little gas helmet 
111 but had to come in as it is simply 
bring down now. It looks as if we 
I 8°in6 to have a lot of rain here 
lets muddy too and it is quite a job 
lining boots in the morning as it is a 
ipe of a lot easier getting the mud 

^Than it is taking it off. I got 200 
ngarettes sent from Tuckett’s when I 
vas in England. If they were sent 
hrough Mr. Wright, please thank him 
or me. I am going to write to him. > 
lne of these days. Well 1 will 
[OW as 1 am writing to mother and 
dith' Ted. V

August 22nd, 1916,
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ear Fathe r:
I did not get my letter 

sted on the 19th after I had it written 
I am going to add some more to it 

Iw. We moved up here to the reserve 
pnehes on the afternoon of the 19th 
fd we have been going into the front 
bes, a couple of gun crews at a time 
th platoons from the battalion. Day 

|ter to-morrow our whole battalion goes 
and from then on we will be taking 

gular turns in the trenches. We have 
en unlucky up to last night, having 
id two killed and thirteen 
1 officer, Mr. Wright,

wounded, 
was among the 

funded. A bit of shell hit him on the 
eek and knocked out a couple of teeth 
though it was a ratherfpainful wound 
t it is lucky it was no worse. The two 
at were killed were both scouts, one 

I" them 1 kfiew very well. It was an 
Iccidental explosion of a couple of tor- 
edoes and it blew the two of them to 

lits, wounded another seriously and one 
I suffering from shell shock.
Ilosion was terrific. We were about 
Hty yards away at the time. There are 
wo batteries a little piece behind us 
nd for every shell "Fritz” fthat is the 
nly name used in referring to the H 
ere) sends over they give them ten or 
fteen back and very shortly Fritz shuts 
p. They are at present replying 
:w shells sent our

The ex-

uns
4

to a
way a little while 

;o and in the last minute they have 
rnt over twice the number that we got. 
Fhat about shows you how the land lies. 
Ve have the guns and the 
nd they haven't. None of the 
hells came closer than about 
ards to us. We can hear them

ammunition
enemy 

seventy
, going

verour heads, but can’t see them. 
Ihey are called whiz-bangs as they make 
I whizzing noise going through the air 
nd then they explode. At present I am 
bout ten or twelve hundred yards from 
ie\German front line. To-morrow af- 
îPnoon our vgun crew goes into the front 
ne trenches. 1 haven’t seen a German 
eroplane yet, but I have seen a good 
umber of ours. They are shehing one 
f our machines as it is flying

■heir lines. Yesterday one of 
■hines Hew all over their lines for easily 
■n hour, and although they fired about a 
■housand shots at it they never hit it and 
ill this time it was getting good infor- 
■nation for our batteries were blazing 
»way in great style all the time and our 
Inachines certainly arc indifferent to 
fehell fire. You would think they were 
[just up for a pleasure ride instead of 
shells blazing all around them. We 
never see a German come over our lines 
anymore as rhey are neither as good or 
nearly as plentiful. It will soon be dark 
and then the star shells will stars going 
up. It is like a 24th of May fire cracker 
celebration.

now over 
our ma-

They light things pretty 
well alright. Well 1 will close hoping 
this finds you all well, I am feeling fine 
myself. Love to all. Ted.

4

The Ontario Provincial Winter Fair 
will be held at Guelph, Dec. 1st to 8th. <
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