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TACKLING THE FRUIT PROBLEM
In accordance with instructions given 

by the executive committee of the 
Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association, 
as well as the information and co-oper
ation of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company, the writer spent the greater 
part of three weeka investigating fruit 
conditions in the pmvince of British 
Columbia. I am specially indebted to 
Mr. Acheson for detailed information 
and introductions to many of the prom
inent fruit growers in that province. 
The first item of interest and import* 
ance to which I wish to refer is the 
convention in Calgary composed of the 
Board of Trade of the city of Calgary, 
the fruit jobbers of Calgary and the 
representatives of the fruit growers of 
British Columbia. In this convention 
some very startling revelations were 
made. Serious complaints were offered 
by the fruit growers in which they as
serted that last year’s prices were so 
ruinous to the industry of the fruit 
growers that a repetition of such prices 
this year would put many of them out 
of business.

The Tariff
The principal object of the conven

tion seemed to be that the various rep
resented organizations might get to
gether and present a case before the 
federal government thru which they 
hoped to secure special protective tariff 
arrangements by which they could ex
clude American fruit from the market 
of the three prairie provinces. Closer 
investigation, however, revealed the 
fact that the difficulty was not with 
the necessity of more tariff but that 
there were so many middle charges and 
of such an extortionate nature between 
the producer and the consumer present 
conditions were made prohibitive as far 
as producing was concerned, and also 
prohibitive from the consumers’ view 
point. A statement was made and was 
not challenged by the convention which 
revealed the fact that while the pro
ducer of fruit received 17 cents for a 
certain package the consumer paid 
$1.50 for the same, thus making trade 
conditions practically prohibitive for 
both producer and consumer.

I wish to make it clear that while 
•there is room for some changes in trans 
portation arrangements that would 
work to the advantage of both producer 
and consumer, the prices charged for 
transportation would not seem far out 
of the way when compared with the 
middlemen’s charges. Upon them—the 
middlemen—very largely rests the re 
sponsibility for the trying conditions 
surrounding the western fruit trade at 
the present time.

When the full facte of th# case were 
brought out concerning the handling of 
fruit instead of the appointment of a 
delegation to wail on the Dominion gov
ernment to ask for increased tariff pro
tection, the convention did ask for a 
commission to make full inquiry into 
all charges of middlemen i» eenpection 
with the- handling of fruit. - have 
every reason to believe that if this 
commission is appointed and the infor
mation is colleeted, as a result of their 
work there will be evolved a scheme 
that will bring producers and consumers 
very much closer together than at the 
present time.

In the Fruit Districts
Proceeding to the fruit growers’ dis 

trict, I Interviewed more than one hun 
dred prominent fruit growers and busi 
ness men engaged in the fruit industry. 
I visited the following places in the 
Okanagan Valley: Penticton, Hummer- 
land, Gilletly, Kelowna and Vernon. At 
each of these points I interviewed the 
principal shippers, making it a point 
to discuss the fruit business from every 
angle. I also procured annual reports 
and statements from the different agen 
cies; from all of which I gathered a 
very considerable amount of valuable 
information.

From the Penticton district I proceed 
ed to the Salmon Arm fruit area. There 
I had the privilege of meeting a num
ber of prominent men in connection 
with the Union Fruit Growers' Associa

tion of the Okjinagan Valley, and so 
important did they deem the opportun
ity of such an interview that they ar
ranged, on my return from the coast, 
that I should spend additional time 
with them and deliver an address to 
their whole organization on the work 
of co-operation as carried on by the 
associations of the prairie provinces.

The Main Purpose
From there 1 proceeded to the Koote

nay district. It was my privilege there 
to make the acquaintance of a number 
of fruit growers, prominent among them 
being Jus. A. Johnston, from whom I 
was able to get a great deal of very 
useful information. In all our inter
views, while I was able to look into 
the conditions surrounding the growing 
of fruit and see the vast pbssibilities 
along that line that opens up to the 
people, the matter of primary import
ance I had to deal with was to evolve 
some means by which this great indus
try, with all its possibilities, might be 
preserved in such healthy conditions 
that the prairie provinces might be en
abled to secure for themselves fruit at 
such prices as would bring it in consid 
erable quantities to the homes of the 
people. Closer investigation brought 
out the fact that in a good many in
stances in connection with the collec
tion and packing the fruit in the hands 
of the transportation companies, there 
was not as close attention given to busi
ness arrangements as might be, and 1 
considered that too much money was 
spent in the collecting and packing of 
the fruit. A simpler and less expensive 
method of packing could meet all the 
requirements of consumer viewed from 
the Grain Growers’ viewpoint, and we 
believe that suggestions along that line 
would result in considerable benefit to 
both producer and consumer.

A Selling Arrangement
I also made the discovery that last 

year there was a disposition on the part 
of the Friÿt Growers’ Association to 
tie themselves up to the old line of sell 
ing thru ordinary jobbers, wholesalers 
and retailers, and when first approached 
there was some difficulty manifested on 
their part with regard to making any 
change from their former arrangement, 
their fear being that any such change 
might result in leaving them to some 
extent at least shut out of the market 
for which they had been catering. Many 
of them, however, took a different view 
of the situation. ThoV could see great 
possibilities in connection with a union 
that would link them up practically 
with half of the population of the 
western provinces. Huch union, if prop
erly consummated, would result to the 
advantage of both producer and con 
sumer. I had therefore little difficulty 
in effecting an arrangement by which 
we hope to bring the fruit of the west 
in small as well as in carload lots direct 
from the organization of the fruit grow 
ers to the organizations of the grain 
growers.

By this means we hope to build up 
a permanent business that will result in 
great good to all concerned.

To this end we have circularized our 
various local branches, and we hope in 
a few days to be in possession of the 
information necessary; we therefore re 
quest our secretaries to give special 
heed to the instructions given in the 
circular already, received, as every
thing de.pends on this matter receiving 
their prompt attention.

Vours truly,
K. C. IIBNDKKH

From Warehouse to your Table
without the possibility of th# sllghteet deterioration is 
ensured by the new wrapping In which

BLUE RIBBON
is now packed and sold.
The old lead packets filled the bill—but hadjseveral draw- 

Every housewife knows them. Easily torn— 
id

them.
only cuetom made them

backs.
liable to puncture and rust- 
acceptable.
The new “BLUE RIBBON” wrapper Is a perfect packing 
for tea. Strong, clean, handy, dust-proof, Impervious 
to moisture. In short—

A PERFECT WRAPPING FOR A PERFECT TEA 
As before, a money-back guarantee goes 

with each packet. Ask your grocer.
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Kre by machine or by bend your llaaetrew, laturlh Irom 26 inenoe. during the tire- 
re; «natch tbs opportunity to make money. The looser the fibre end the better

thie winter. Prep 
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LOUIS HARTVIGSEN, Flax Exporter, 12 Eddy Apartmt, 14th Avenue, RESINA
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Steam—-the Constant Power
Every farmer needs power—of some sort 
Some require steam-—some gas—rsome oil

PATRIOTIC FUNDS
The Cordova Grain Growers’ Associa

tion have this week forwarded a contri
bution towards the War Belief Fund 
of *7.00.

The Mountainside Branch have for 
warded a contribution of *20.00 this 
week towards the Bed Cross Fund.

Many of our secretaries are sending 
in for extra pledge books fbr the Fat 
riotic Acre. The canvassers seem to 
be meeting with a ready response to 
their appeal.

If )iteain is what you need— 
remember that since the very 
invention of the traction en
gine, the name of Case has 
stood for Unchallenged su
premacy. In one contest after 
another these Case Steam 
Tractors have won first place. 
For years they have estab
lished the standards sought 
by others.

There are six sizes of Case 
Steam Tractors, ranging from 
30 to 110 h. p. They differ 
only in size. Test after test, 
in contests and on the jobs— 
threshing, plowing, hauling 
and in the belt—has proven 
them simple, economical, 
sturdy. Each is worthy of 
the name Case.

Casé Gas and Oil Tractors 
r the same position in their 

fids as the Case Steam Trac
tor does in its field.

So there is a size and kind 
of Case Tractor for every pur
pose—one for you—whatever 
your requirements. Write 
tor tacts.

Now is the time to get your 
power for fall—steam, gas, 
or oil.

Our handsome new book 
tells all about our Tractors, 
Plows, Steel Threshing Ma
chines, Automobiles, Coro 
Shellers, Hay Balers and Road 
Machinery. A postcard brings 
you a free copy, together with 
our latest booklet of evidences, 
“Facts from the Field."

J. L CASE THRESHING MACHINE COMPANY, INC
•IS STATE STREET, RACINE, WIS. (344)

---
-


