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Proportional Representation
By ROBKRT TYSON. Secretary. FYopofttonal Representation l-rague. Toronto

ARTICLE S.

The Best Municipal Government
la wy four former irtl'ln I bave 

dealt «ltd the neecwstty nf ot.l-.,aia» 
real |«t'«<ai représentât me ia order to 
grl .—«I g##ver»m#nt ami clean polit le*. 
The pr#«* at artlele •*•<•«* the appli.a 
line of the aaiar principle to meeielpel 
affair*

Elret, jb etample nf k«« ant to *» 
it. labia» the city of Tomato a* aa 
rumple. heeaaae I lue ber*. liar 
elle "a r 1er Ilona are Ibeee;

(. A may or. circled from the rity 
at lar»e.

s. four root toilet», elected by the 
"blorh cote" free, the rity at large. 
Three, with the tea*or forai «bat is 
heowa a* lb* 1 " Itoeni of r'natrol. " 
Their ralarlee are large eaoogb to ja»li 
fy I beta la glviag practically their 
aboie tiare In the «ercle* of the rile 
They meet eometimr. »» |«rt of the 
ell y roaaeil, and more freoecally l.y 
lhem*elve* a* a board nf lie. Hah 
jeet to a ««In of the roaaeil, they bice 
large power».

3. Twenty a Mermen, elected from 
eecea ward* by the "bbwb cote”; one 
ward electing two and the other *i* 
ward* electing three ablermen each.

There twen*c Her men are lb* elle 
roaaeil. Ileiidr» thi*. Toronto elect* 
her School Board. The general plan i* 
I epical of maairipal election method* 
Ibroegboat Canada.

Common Plan Objectionable
Here ere the objection*: —
1. Pul lie attention I* largely con 

rent rated on the mayoralty election,
• nd thereby drawn »» a.
Imm the no b#»« impor
tant Her* Hin* id I he other 
member* nf the rity coun
cil Aina, when there are 
three or more mayoralty 
eaadidale*. the mayor 
any lie eleeted by a mere 
minority, indeed of by a 
dear majority of I h»w 
who vote.
t The four rout tidier* 

aredrrlrd by the "block 
vute": that ia, every elec
tor may v»dc fur four 
candidate* Wha' t hi * 
really mean* •« that each 
voter ha* to *|dit up hi* 
vote into four frail ion*
If be .particularly* aanl • 
one man on the lioard. 
ami do-* no* ram about
• be other candidate*, all 
he ran do i* to give that 
mao one. fourth of hi * full 
vide Similarly, if I tv-re 
are only two » andidate* 
he i* interested in. or only 
three, our voter ran only 
poll half or Hire» -onetier*
«if hi* vote, a* ll" ra«r 
may lie.

“Humping!" any you 
So it i* And plumping 
ia a natural and whof»- 
*omr electoral lent inti. 
l'ro|Hirlional Heprenenta- 
lion i* "all plumping."" on 
a plan which enable* the full vote to 
count fur one randidale instead nf only 
a fraction of it.

Block Vote Absurd
See the absurdity of the ill IK k vote. 

Here you have n large liody, the eler 
tornte. eleeling a «mail body, the four 
controller*; an,I vet you pro|i*e»c that 
en» h «ingle unit nf the larger Inidv 
*hoald Ik represented by four unit* of 
the «nialhf laidv. Surelv, if on»- unit 
of the larieT bodv i* *rprc*cnt##d by on#- 
unit in the *mall«-r he get* all lie should 
have.

Al*o. *ee the gro«* unfairnc** of the 
hloclc vote. A bare majority of the 
voters can put in all the member*. leav
ing the other voter* without any reprr 
«►ntation. Wor*e «till, if three "tick
et*lf wore in fir field a minority of the 
voter* could elect every member, leav

ing a majority of the mien w it hunt nay 
reprieeniatioa*

No »aeh result* are pmeible aa-ler 
Ploportluaal Rrplrwr wist toe.

3. The Toroalo Aldermen al*o are
r le« te-| 1.1 the " bbie k *ote." with the
ubjeelioealile ward eyelem added Thee 
Iheee three dt*lteei imwer* mayor. 
Inmrd of eoatrol a ad aldermen ealail 
a certain amrmal of divided rewpoasi 
hi lily. .

Johannesburg • Better lyitem
Now let u* look at mme netwal ra 

ample* of a better method
The city of Jobanne*burg. South 

Africa, la gu»erne*l by a city roan#it 
of ten memlier*. all elected •‘at large " 
eleeted by Pr<ipof1i6e»l lutiag oa the 
Hare plan The «..un. il 
rhairman. and hr is the mayor h» 
linrd*. Vo l,|,«L vote. Vo iliv i«led 
re*pon«ibililv. There may lie twenty 
randidale* at an election, and rack 
elector mnv not know the record of nil 
of them; U< he I* ante to know the 
good record of one candidate That 6* 
nil hr need* to know in or»ler to vote 
intelligently. Itut hr will usually haow 
more than this: a ad he raa mark «eeoad 
a ad third and farther "choices" ac 
cording to hi* knowledge and prefer

Johannr«hurg adopted I’rojiort ional 
Representation in the autumn of 
an«t she has held two election* «lace; 
that ia, in the autumn* of ISlH and 
IHII respectively All three elec I |#»n« 
have demon«trateil how the Prof «or

How of n email ••■•en# il la which fall 
power la given. The average number of 
• maamioaen or «oeneillor* I* live, each 
l-ing the bead of a department; and 
the mayor ia «imply one of them Par 
better government ia obi a i Bed by this 
plaa lhaa under the oM way of elect 
tag a great elriag of official* aa#ier the 
mistakes idea that that wa* reel democ
racy. By the way, at least oee Pena 
dian rity has adopted "rommiwaioa 
government." In oil, St. Jobs, New
llroaewieh.

Profmrt loaal Nepreweatalloa ia aot 
a pert of I ha method of rummlaotoe 
governmrat ia the Palled Slate*; there 
fore there meal be eomethiag to pro 
v rat l he .•••mmimlweera liecwaleg a 
prartieal oligarchy; and for this par 
im*e «he Initiative. Referendum a ad 
Recall are aaaally added

Aa Aaaual "Bar all"
This prnviace nf Oatario doe* aid 

need the Recall, tieeaaee her anneal 
electiowe have the effect of " recalliag" 
the Whole roe well yearly, The War 
remark applie* to other f’aaadian prov 
iore* | have liera a maairipal voter 
ia Toronto for more than a quarter of 
a rent wry ; I always vote; and I im 
•Irongly ia favor of our plan of annual 
elect in**. They are far better than long 
terms with the elaborate machinery of 
the Recall

Johannesburg and Pretoria do not 
need the Initiative and Referendum nor 
the Recall, because they have P. H.

the tendency in elill stronger where Pro 
porttnaal Representation I* lined

Proportional BepreeoeUtton Bodies
It may be aaefal la Inform yea about 

|«o old established orgasirattowo which 
are working to promote lb# adoption of 
• ffecltv# soling, aa the Aaotriliaaa call 
It There w the Proportional Repress a 
talion Society, with head#;eerier* at 1*1 
St Hi ev.hea "a lloaae. Weal mi enter 
Bridge, Usd**. England; How See re 
lary. Mr John II Humphrey; and there 
ia the American I'ro; or I ioa Hepreeeala 
lioe I .eager, of which I am the sec re 
lary; addreao 3» llarbnrd Street, Tor 
oeln. Panada This lee gee was foeade#! 
ia the failed State*, and for eome year» 
it* secretary was Mr Siueghloa Pooley, 
of Phieago. Mnet of the members are 
re* ideal a of the Halted Staten, bat elr 
rumalaaee* have now placed the serre 
taryship ia the hsa-le uf I h# old Paaa 
dian who bna had Ike pris ilege of ad# 
dressing the resile re of The drain Orow 
cm’ linide in this eerie# of articles.

THE (il tKlNTRRH UF PLAI E
Many uf the brvghlc*t and wdierewl 

l.wnican mind* are convince*#! that an 
appalling crime ia in preperwli*** In a 
recent i**we the lc#nd##n Statist aulmrrvlie* 
to a " uni verso I belief at borne end et»r#md 
that oar Imtwrcn I hi* country and tier# 
many ia inevitable "* The eteedy. long-
• #ielinue#l decline in <#rrmnn and Itnliah 
Icind*. the late *pre*-h by the first lewd 
of the Admiralty on I be Supplementary 
Naval Appropriation Mill, and manj

other cirrum*iaarc«. *rr 
puialed to by some peuple 
a* indu aim» a drift to
ward war

t#rrmanye* nat ional #lew- 
tiny demand* Irmtioial 
cvpenwon. it ia «aid. anil 
Britain Much* the way; 
lw-n*e there must Iw war. 
koung <#erman* by the 
ten* of I hou*a nd* mu«l In
vent to slaughter in oribr 
that young fierman* may 
have more land to settle 
on nailer the flag #rf I hr 
Eslhrrlaml. though they 
an n##w eetlle «in the 
*ame land under »n«dher 
flag if they wi*h and 
no agro ulluraliet claim* 
that «oil ia made more 
fertile by hui.lin* bunt# 
mg of another color over 
it f#rrman. mu»l In- 
half ruined by ndoecal 
war cv|e-n«liiiirc* lo pro 
mote iiirman trad*

There i* only one genu
ine motive for war ln-1 « eel. 
England and f iermany-- 
sameiy, an ilrh to fight 
lb-hm#l all I he mrnlern 
•lateemaiilv pkra*e«alniul 
national -iesliny alaml* 
lb# medieval «pint that 
delighted in killing the 
ub-nti#al «piril that de
vait atril Holland, d# p"pu- 

I ii l#-d the Palalinaie, decreed Sicilian 
\c*p#-r* an«l Saint Iturthulomew*

With a government of a Krrden#k in 
on#- mnnlry ami of a <»#-mgr the Third 
in the other there wonhl have In-en war 
In-fore thi*. but we think there will In- 
no war. In-cau*c the |n-»#|»le who must 
do th«- lighting are now strongly r#-pre- 
aented in both government* The So- 
rtalisl* in the lien h*lag a ml their eipiival- 
ent in Parliament are the ln-«l guarantor*
• •I peace. Philadelphia Saturday Evening 
Poet

Johanneaburg. the commercial metro 
|ndi« of H#iutli Africa, has intrusted it* 
city government to I lie leadership of a 
woman, Mr*. A. M. Ellis, who hears the 
title of "mayor#-**." Mayor*** Ellis 
i« planning a compel It i ve international 
e* Mbit Ioe of handiwork in October, in 
which all classe* of the population, in 
eluding the colored native*, will join.

tional plan aruu»*-* civic spirit and give, 
real representation.

Pretoria, in South Africa, i- governed 
preejsely **n the Johannesburg plan, e* 
eept that the rouneil is smaller bera.i»*- 
Hie city i* mit *o large a* Johannes 
burg.

In Englan-I and in Oermany the 
•mayor is not elected by popular vote. 
Th*- council elect* him. In *»im*- tier 
man cities he is the city general man 
ager, advertl-ed for and paid a large 
•alarv after tlie council have apja.inted 
him.

Growth of Commiunion Rule
The I'nited States can al*u give u* 

«orne good example*. Nearly two I,un 
drc,| citie* and town* south of the line 
have adopted what i* railed "e«immis 
• ion government." It i« really the elec-

election* and councillor» who really re 
present the people But until f’anadian 
ami V. H. citie* get Proportional Itepre 
sentation. municipal reformers d*i well 
to fight *lrrnu»u«l for the Initiative 
and Iteferendurn tl,< ir point of least re 
sistanee

In order to get "continuity of 
|rfdiey,” the "hold over" method is 
•omet imea advocated and need ; that is, 
electing part of your council at one elec 
tion and part at the next. This i* an 
in«idion« way of crippling the people ’* 
(rower. They ought to have in reserve 
the power of turning out the whole roun 
ril, lock, #twk and barrel, if it doe* 
not do right. And in practice the "hold 
over” plan is needless, I*"-*use the vot 
r-r* will rc elect a good man again md 
again. That ia a well known fact .in 
<l*-r f"anadino. municipal methods; and

mrMiKn ahcji trit os ms wt;w«i« vm.r visit to imimjn
•Wills* left I* ri*tn ; lw*t* Verse». Ml Iles II II **osMk. Wf. V**»itli Mr Aegestlae IUrf.ll * Met SerrHsrr *•» Irelsag 

Slan-linf. Mf I l-«*HK. the Ma«le# of tjthass. Miss *«*s*lh sa* Mr. A A**wHk ,


