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t lint I ;iin glarl to ha vc a ch-an page so 
as to got an open fiehl for thought. I 
still hav<- a sort, of dislike to reading my 
Bible in railway trains, an#! eHpeeially 
ix hen ory is wait ing for meals to .be serve#! 
in publie place*, where one has no one 
'to speak to ami nothing else to fill his 
mind, thougli I prefer the -Hihie then 
as a thought hiiggester to anx daily paper 
I ever miw.

'Ihe reason that, one doesn't like to 
p/oduce mii-'h Bible in these odd minutes 
is heea use In- hates to he thought, .to he 
posing as. “unro’ gijid." Some flay I 
shall hope to have iii\ poeket Bible 
houml like my Oxford hook of verse in a 
cover that is not distinctively religious, 
ami in a form that is not conventional; 
in fact, such an edition as 1 should choose 
for any other of my favorite companion 
hook' The “Twentieth < entiiry Itihle" 
or “Modern Header's Itihle" on India 
papei and in a yellow cover would he 
mon- to my mind, I presume the reason 
that the same passages start now trains 
of thought on ret liming to them is because 
it is a new man they are talking to. 
Anyhow, wonderful as it sounds, it 
ceitainl.x is true.

Wonder fui Wisdom

.Nothing strikes me, however, as so 
womleiful about the Itihle. as its wisdom, 
Never hook spake like this hook. It 
gives me thoughts that never entered my 
head otherwise, ami never oil any occasion 
have I regretted its conversation after­
wards. I always find myself astonished 
that a lot of people of such ordinary 
rank in life gave birth to it Personally 
I have never had time to devote to st inly­
ing the text in fireek or Latin or Hebrew, 
nor do I read Sanskrit or cuneiform 
languages or inscriptions on monoliths. 
There never seems an\ need for un­
to do so. If all the scholars of past and 
present years haven't, yet arrived at 
what Ihe original meant .sufficiently to 
put it into the vulgar Knglisli tongue, 
it would he simply presumption on my 
part to endeavor to help them. I found 
it (jiiile enough to translate the old 
Kngiisli of two ami a half cejit uries ago 
in! < » I h«- twentieth vernacular,
till these new versions came to my aid. 
I never have had any bias towards devot­
ing lime to the study of musty manu­
scripts. as some men have.

I do not rend my Bible for the Kngiish 
of it. All I care about is understanding 
il I have lost all interest at limes in 
trying t«> read it, for I fourni so many 
places where the King .lames translation 
conveyed no meaning to me. Kvvn if 
lh<- Kngiish were verbally or otherwise 
inspired, what use was that if I didn't 
understand it? It isn't a kind of charm,
I lie mere recital of which wards off evil 
nor can it he conferring a favor upon 
(iod to read and listen to what llesays, 
nor does it leave Him under an obligation. 
It does bring me nearer to Him when 
I understand it, for it is a storehouse 
of rich treasures of wisdom into which 
I may delve. I do that, however, asking 
Him to give me just what lie sees I need 
each time I go to it, and I do not look on 
it as an enlarged armory into which 
I may go to get .some fresh weapon to 
score m\ enemy ami perpetuate strife.

(•vt What You Want

It seems to me you gel out of it pretty 
well what you are in search of, and I’ve 
met men who have come from it bristling 
like hedgehogs or sea urchins, .so as to 
lie mights undesirable companions. I 
think if I couldn't come away from rend­
ing m\ Bible more peaceful and more 
forgiving and more contented with the 
world, I wouldn't worry it as often as 
I do now, an \ how

The reason the average man doesn't 
read his Bible is because he doesn't want 
to. It isn't from principle or conviction 
lie neglects it Put it in a form in which 
it interests him; add, if you like, the 
discipline of becoming familiar with it 
as a boy, and so.ucipiiring a taste fur it; 
be sure lie has a real understanding of 
its exquisite, simple stories, and he won't 
fail to return to it sometime.

\> for compelling boys to promise to 
read so much of it «-very day. I have no 
Use f«»r that. That i> the way I was 
induced to take cod liver oil, but never 
learned to like it Mon-over, it was a 
horrible temptation to sax you ha«l taken
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it., when perhaps you had only taken 
it. to the fire or the sink. I know there 
was a tendency to make boys either 
unnatural or un veracious by that method.
Yet I also, know the Bible cun be made 
interesting, whether to one ten years 
old or twenty.

I o me the book is a gospel, or good 
news, and only as such «h» 1 value it..
When one thinks of the millions who 
spend hours a week rending newspapers, 
the majority of which are crowded with 
useless, harmful or incorrect, items, it 
seems not so "old-maidish" as some 
might eonsider it to read one's Bible 
mort, and save—sJ-uiciug one's cercbruL 
gray mat. 1er with a stream Hint is not 
calculated to evolve its capacity for 
right thinking or steady up its equili- 
hrium

Being always fond of puzzles and 
problem solving, I can take some short 
portion of the Bible and enjoy thinking 
over its meaning for me at odd moments 
of the day. If I find a solution, I take 
good can- to write it in my copy, and 
later to hand the idea on to some one I 
think it will lu-fp. I never yet hud a 
man think this was talking cant, and 
t hey arc generally grateful for the thought.

Moody's Teachings
I first learned to study my Bible from 

l>. L. Moody's writings, lie wrote a 
tract called "How to Study the Bible,” 
and any one just beginning to look for 
help to the old chart of life could do 
much worse than commence with this 
little li«lp from that eminently practical, 
human Christian man. One can strike in 
on tin- first page, without troiihh- or 
expense. A word concordance and an 
Kngiish dictionary arc the next most 
useful' things in my opinion. Of all the 
commentaries none to iny mind ap­
proaches Matthew Henry's. I fully in­
dorse Charles Spurgeon’s remark, that, 
any Bible student who has not got that 
hook should. sell his coat and buy it . I 
think to study the Bible for addresses, 
anil so forth, is a fatal mistake. Study 
it for yourself as a guide to avoid shoals 
and rocks, as a key to open the door to 
the real pathway of life. A friend of 
mine, who went to l.'gamla as a mis­
sionary, told me for this reason he fourni 
the silent years while lie was learning 
th<- language just invaluable. As for 
public reading of the Bible, we have an 
informal way at our fishermen's ser­
vices of commenting on the text as we 
read it, having, of course, sought for wis­
dom to understand it ourselves before­
hand. I should hate to get up and read 
in public a message from (iod that I 
didn't understand or hadn't first tried 
to understand. How could I make any 
one else do so otherwise? Take, for 
instance, Isaiah, chapter nine, and read 
that aloud in the authorized version 
without comment. To me it is a stulti­
fying proceeding, as it conveys no mean­
ing. If one were ordered to monotone 
or rend the couplet about the "slitliy 
loves" from "Alice in Wonderland," 
which is also meaningless as it stands, 
one would blankly refuse.

Value of Kxplanation

Christ loved to explain it, Philip did 
the same, and he was a wonderfully 
successful Christian. Paul used to ex­
plain the Scriptures. The explanation 
seemed especially to lx- the Christian 
disciples' specialty. They had the Scrip­
tures before, hut the men on the road to 
Kmmaiis, the eunuch in the chariot, the 
•lews in Asia, simply needed the explan­
ation. The only drawback to the Scrip­
ture having been written so long ago is 
that it is constantly necessary to con­
vert it into the vernacular. What is this 
hut trying to make “every man to hear 
Cod's word speak in his own language."
Surely this is still a gift of the Holy 
Spirit to-day, whether we seek to hear 
Cod's voice in it ourselves, or make it 
audible to others. There is more pathos 
perhaps than we are apt to think at 
lir-'t in the old yarn about the woman 
who, after hearing the Bibje read, could 
only remember the "blessed word Meso- 
pota mia. "

It is always a great privilege to me t«i 
be asked to “read the Scripture" in 
public, and even portions that mean little 

I liav«- known to be a great source 
tn hearers whose needs 1 did not 
Tin- hush that marks an intel- 

rcading. The sitting up of the au- 
thc silence in which the proverbial 

•ould be heard to drop, shows in-
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«•ontrovertibly how the Bibb: 
hold an audience when it gels 
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Great Labor Savers 
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They are always ready for work, in winter as well as summer, are 
not aflcctcil hy the cold weather, as every engine is Hopper Cooled, nn 
largo separate water tank with small connecting pipes, and circulating
pump to freeze up or leak.

Have a perfect Cold Weather Automatic Mixer that requires no 
priming to start.

The Gasoline Supply tank is carried in the base below the intake 
valve, no possible chance of flooding the engine, leakage or waste, as 
with gravity feed engines.

The hopper, cylinder and base arc all cast separate, in case of an acci­
dent can he repaired at very aurait—cost;—quite—different to those 
that have these parts cast all together; the latter method cheapens the 
first cost, but not the last.

All sjnall wearing parts arc case hardened tool steel (never wear out).
Has automatic battery and fuel cut out, which insures long life to the 

batteries and economy in fuel consumption.
Write today for free catalog giving complete description of all sizes 

from I >/j to 25 h.p. We also manufacture a complete line of Power and 
Pumping Windmills, Grain Grinders, Pumps, Saws, etc.

OUR (FACTORY IS IN THE WEST

The Manitoba Windmill and Pump Co. Ltd.
CALGARY, ALTA. BRANDON, MAN.
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Ideal Power AND PLENTY 
OF IT!

For Every Purpose 
For Little Money

Best Because Strongest 
Best Because Simplest

Stationary or Mounted, 1 Vi to 50 H.P.

TL- , « 's **"' ver.V bist contribution to Farm
1 lie iUcdl Power Machinery. Sold at an extreme­

ly moderate price, it is built, throughout of highest grade material, 
is the most simply constructed, smootli running engine on the 
market, greatest fuel economiser of them all. It adapts itself to 
every job on the farm.

The

Maple Leaf 
Grain Grinder

most efficient and most reasonably 
priced feed-mill you can buy. Its 
popularity all through the Dominion 
has been earned by quality and first- 
rate service. Strongly built to a 
simple design, it is extremely easy 
on power. All wearing parts are 
lathe-turned. Large hopper capacity.
An Endless Kelt can lie used with 
this Grinder.

Write for Catalogue and a»k 
about our Special (jaaoline 

Plowing Engine».

Goold, Shapley & Muir Co., Ltd.
S BRANTFORD. WINNIPEG, CALGARY.


