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The 21st Sunday after Trinity, Oct. 28, 1917

There would seem to be a close connection
petween Collect, Epistle and Gospel for this
Sunday. .

. Collect and Epistle ‘‘Sérve Thee with
a qulet mind’’—this is the picture brought
before us in the Collect. “‘A qulet mind.”’
What a boon! What strength is hinted at
by these words! To be free from the weak-
ening distractions which so often take pos-
session of the mind! These are the strong
servants of God, the people who ‘‘serve Thee
with a qulet mmd > And what is the secret
of this? It is the possession, so the Collect
tells us, of ‘‘pardon and peace,’”’ which they
have because they are ‘‘cleansed from all their
sins.”” And it is the same sort of picture we
have in the Epistle—the fully-equipped, con-
fident soldier, who stands firm and strong
against his foes. Just as the people of the
quiet mind in the Collect are secure in their
sense of pardon and peace, so the soldier in
the Epistle stands firm, because he has the
whole armour of God. ‘‘Wherefore, take unto
you the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the eyil day, and, hav-
ing done all, to stand. Stand, therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth; and
having on the breast-plate of righteousness.”
Indeed, I think ‘‘the breast-plate of righteous-

. ness’’ might be called the connecting link be-

tween the Collect and Epistle. ‘‘Pardon :and
peace’’ is the origin of the quiet mind; ‘‘the
breast-plate of righteousness’ is the source
of the soldier’s quiet confidence in which he
stands secure.

2. Collect and Gospel. The Collect teaches
that there is only One to Whom we can go
for cleansing, without which there can be no
pardon and peace, and, therefore, no quietness
of mind. And so we pray, ‘“Grant, we be-
seech Thee, ,merciful Lord, to Thy faithful
people pardon and peace, that they may be
cleansed from all their sins.”’ And so the
nobleman in the Gospel is an illustration of
one going to that same merciful Lord for
cleansing and healing Tor his son. ‘‘He went
unto Him, and besought Him that He would
come down and. heal his son.” ‘‘Sir, come
down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him,

= Go thy way, thy son liveth. And the man be-

lieved the word that Jesus had spoken unto
him, and he went his way.”’

3. Epistle and Gospel.. The connection be-
tween the two would appear to lie chiefly in

the words, ‘‘above all, taking the shield of .

falth ” The nobleman beheved that the Saviour
could heal his son. He took His word when

~He said, “Thy son liveth.”” “To such minds
b faith in Christ i is a shield, indeed, agdinst the

,ﬁe"}' darts of the wicked one; for their belief
‘0 Him enables Him to do signs and wonders

a spiritual nature, and establishes a power.

: 00-0perat10n between the weak servant and
the Almighty Lord.”” He had the shield of
faith, and well might he and all those who
Share his faith say with the Psalmist, as they
rejoice before God for the great things whrch
He has done in response to their. faith, ‘“The
Lord is my Saviour, my God, and my mlght,
in Whom I will trust, my buckler, ¢he horn
of my salvation, and my. refuge.’’

"that of

Editorial

PRAYERS FOR THE DEPARTED.

\

In view of the action of the recent Synod
of ‘the Ecclesiastical Province of Canada, it
is well that we examine briefly the position
of the Church of England regarding this
subject.

There is 2 natural desire on the part of the
human being to continue the personal rela-
tionship with the soul of a dear one who has
crossed the great divide. This desire led very
early in the history of the Christian Church to
the more or less common practice of praying

for the dead, or, to use the more correct term, .

the departed A distinction Was made, how-
ever, between-the faithful and the unconverted

dead, as it was) recogmzed that the period of °

probatlon was confined to life in this world.
Regarding the faithful departed, the idea was
developed that even the souls of such are sub-
jected to a process of cleansing, hence the
term purgatory, and the doctrine that prayers
were
Christians perfect pardon and peace.”’ The
doctrine of ]ustlﬁcatlon through a living and
workmg faith in Christ was thus obscured,
and in place of it men were taught to trust
in the. prayers which should be offered for
them after death.’”’ (See Evan Daniel, p. 359.)

In the Church of England the doctrine never
reached the same limits that it did in the
Church of Rome:. In the first Prayer Book,
1549, we find the following in the
prayer ‘‘for the whole state of Christ’s
Church’’: *“We commend unto Thy mercy (O
Lord) all other Thy servants which are de-
parted hence from us, with the sign of faith,
and now do rest in the sleep of peace; grant
unto them, we beseech Thee, Thy mercy and
everlasting peave,”’ etc. This was altered in
155246 the form as we have it now, ‘‘And
we also bless Thy holy name for all Thy ser-
vants departed this life,”’ etc.

Wi are not told why the Church of -Eng-

land made the above change, but it is fair

to assume .that it was in accordance with its
determination that whatsoever is not read in
Hdly Scripture, ‘‘nor be proved thereby,
is not to be required 6f any man.’’ It is true

that certain texts have been quoted in support .

of such prayers, but in all fairness it can
scarcely be said that these are clear.enough
to serve as a basis for such an important doc-
trine. 'The substance of the whéle matter, so
far as the Church of England is concerned,
is that it has considered it not.only safer, but
more in accordance with the teaching of the
Bible to limit any prayer on this subject to
an expression of thanksgiving for the lives
of the faithful departed and a request that the
living may profit by their godly example.
The Church has said nothing regarding pri-
vate prayers for the departed except in so far

as. its ‘action referred to above can be taken -

as applying  to all sych prayers, whether by

private persons or by the Church in its ¢or-
porate. capacity. -We have failed to find any- -
" thing in. the teaching of Christ in support of

such -prayers; nothing, with the ‘exception of
two doubtful passages, in the rest of the Bible
can be cited in justification of such; and even

the Roman Church, as has been pomted out,

does not teach that prayers for the uncon-
verted dead can avail anything.
We realize the longing for comfort and

assurance that exists at the present time, and

‘‘absolutely necessary to obt-ain for all

- them.

is giving rise to an increasing demand on all-
sides for such prayers. We fear, however,
that the demand is not for prayers for the
faithful departed so much as for those whose
lives on earth have left room for doubt re-
garding their present well-being. The Church
should be exceedingly careful in these matters
not to base comfort and assurance on conjec-
ture, or to use the longing of the human heart
as a sufficient foundation for a general prin-
ciple. There is, we believe, very real danger
of this at the present time, and it would seem,
therefore, the part of wisdom to delay consid-
eration of such a vital question until men’s
minds are in a more normal state.

* ¥ X * *

Lord Northcliffe has reminded Canadians -
that unless the food question is taken up as
vigorously in Canada as it has been in Great
Britain, there must be a cutting down of the .

_ rations of the soldiers at the front. This warn-

ing should be taken very seriously to heart by
Canadians, as- there has certamly been little -
curtailment as yet in the rations of those at
home. W cannot afford to deprive our sola""
diers of any portion of their food. ‘

%k X * B

There is an increasing demand for a changb
or rather for greater freedom, in the character
of the regular evening service. A form that
was good enough for the Church two or three
hundred years ago is not necessarily- smnw
to every 'phase of present-day con
There are too many persons outside the m

clergy can be trusted to do what i is beq;t u

to the conditions: they are faced' with.

***#’-\

Readers of the ‘‘Canadian Churchmlﬂ
be of very great assistance in mal
valuable month by month. It is mo
to keep in close touch with. even |
events in the life of the Church, to
of the multitude of events of

_portance. By remembering that diss

nation of Church news helps to dev
strengthen the corporate life of

it is readily seen that by reportin
general interest you are doing re
the cause. One of the greamf
Church at the present time is more
of what it is doing. Send us the
and we will guarantee o :
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A Union KGovernment in’ Cunldh
come a reality. Thousands d ‘
have, we feel certain, been lon
ing that this might happen, a
thank Sir Robert Borden enough for’
sistent efforts he has made in
Those of us on the outside will
how sorely his patience has been
only by his political opponents, but
bers of his own party as wi \
clear before his mind: the call_of
bent all his energies in one
difficulties have . not, ‘however, ‘all
mounted, and the same g:fts oi
sistence, and tact will still be needed to g
the new Cabinet safely through :

"rocks that surround it. Let us thank Go¢

the success that has attended these efforts
far and pray that this success may be
tmued



