e W -

S

s e AR 51 -
e ———e—

refuses to sub-
serve thm
ndependence, the spiritual life of the people.
Hoere toleration is extended to every opinion, in

the quiet certaiaty that truth needs only s fair|deep

fisld to secure the victory. Here the human
mind goes forth unshackled ia the pursuit of sc-
ence, to collect stores of knowledge ard acquire
an ever increasing mastery over the forces of na-
ture. Here the national domain is cffered and
bield in millions of sepsrate freeholds, and our
fellow-citizens, beyond the occupants of suy oth-
ez part of {he earth, constitute in reality » peo-
ple. Here exists the democratic form of govern-
ment ; snd that form of goveroment, by the
confession of European statesmen, “ givas s pow-
er of which no otber form is capable, becauss it
incorporates every man with the state, and arous-
es every thing that belongs to the scul.”
Where, in past history, §oes a parallel exist to

the public happiness which is withia the reach
of the people of the United States P Where, in

sny part of the globe, can institutions be found
so suited to their babits or so entitled to their
love as their own free constitution? Every ooe
of them, in whatever part of the land be has his
home, must wish its perpetuity. Who of them
will not now scknowledge in the words of Wash-
ington, that “ every step by which the people of
the United States has advanced to the character
of sn indpendent nation, seems to have been dis-
by some token of Providential agen-

ey? Who will not join with me in the prayer,
that the invisible hand which has brought us
through the clouds that gloomed sround our
will guide us onward (o a perfect restora-

tion of fraternal affection that we of this day may
be sble to transmit our great inheritance of state
governments in all their rights, of the general
government in its whole constitutional vigour, to
our posterity, and they to theirs through count-

less generations ?
®bitnarp.

CAPT. JAMES RATHBUN, OF HORTON BLUI

Died, at Horton Bluff, on the 1st inst., Capt.
James Rathbun, aged 66 years. His last ill-
ness—which wes severe and protracted—wss
borne with Christian resignation to the Divine
will. We think be could say, * it was good for
me to be afflicted ;* for, during his lengthened
sickness—when he saw that he must soon bid
adieu to all things earthly—be sought, and we
trust, found too, the favor of his once offended
God. When we last visited him—which was
shortly before his departure—we found him
calmly resting on Jesue, and trusting in Him.

of the'

Have we interested ourselves on behalf
aided :

fallen and ruined of ourrace ? Have we

the salvation of mankind ?

The lot of some, for the year past,
one of sore affliction. They bave drunk deeply
of the cup of disappointment, of bereavement, of
suffering. Pefhpoiavuionllau,‘ndin!h
most painfol manner, have they been tried.
Surely they have seen the hand of God in all
these things, and have been prompted to ac-
knowledge, “ It is the Lord, let Him do as
seemeth Him good.” In such seasons of sorrow,
no less than in those of -joy, bas the working of
Infinite Goodness been marked by the devout
christian, and the disposition cherished in meek
submussion and thankfulness, to resign all to His
Hand who “ doeth all things well.”

The year now drawing to a close bas been a
very precious portion of our probationary exis-
tence. The facilities it has afforded for advanc-
ing our own best interests, as well as for pro-
noﬁn;tbegooddothcu,hvebeenmod
favourable. What results bave these produced ?
In what position are we now found in regard to
preparuionforetmhy,ueo-pued with the
commencement of 1865? Nay, are we better
prepared for our life-duties than we then were ?
Do we possess the right state of heart to labour
for Christ, or to suffer for Him, as He may please
to appoint? Do we cheerfully take His yoke
upon us? Do we walk in the light of His fa-
vour ? Does the termination of this year find
us with a brighter prospect, a surer hope, a more
joyo\ucxpocunonoﬂhebunnlyrutlhnwe
bad at its commencement ? What testimony
does conscience give on all these points, as we
review the mercies and privileges, the changes
and trials of the year now expiring ? Solemnly
do its closing hours bring home to our hearts
the admonition, Whatsoever thy hand findeth to

| do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor

device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave,
whither thou goest. O, that with every one of
our readers, each added year and day of our
present brief existence may find us earnestly
striving to fill with all fidefity our allotted sphere,
and that standing in our “lot, at the end of the
days,”

« Each one from his Lord, may receive the glad word,

* Well and faithfally done ;
Eanter into my joy, and sit down on my throne.””

Canadian Methodism.
We make the following extract from a letter
of an esteemed correspondent in Canada:
The principle of an administrative and Gene-
ral Confe bas made much progress in four

The event was improved by a discourse preached
by the writer—founded on 1 John jil. 2—to a
very attentive, and we believe, praying congre-
gation in the mew church at Avonport. The
service was a profitable one. God was with His
people. To Him be all the praise. We deeply
sym with the bereaved family, and earn-
estly pray that they may all become actual mem-
bers of the Church, and ** choose that good part
which shall not be teken away from them.”
# Let me die the death of the righteous.”
A. G

Falmouth, Dec. 16, 1865.

Mz. EpIToR,—We have reason to believe
that the cause of God is advarcing on this cir-
cuit. Though there has been no very great re-
vival, yet several persons, anxiously inquiring
the way to Zion, bave requested us to receive
their names as members on trial. This will be
gratifying to the brethren who laboured in this
field years sgo, and ¢ cast their bread upon the

or five years among the brethren here. Four
years ago, when a test vote was taken in the
Conference Special Committee, it was decided in
favor of a division by 20 to 10 ; a week or two
since, in the same committee, it passed almost
unanimously, but two diseenting, one of whom
as an improvement proposed that the whole work
should be united in Seven Districts, doing away
with the Annual District Meetings, and in re-
ality making Seven Conferences, instead of three
or four at most, and from these, elect the: mem-
bers of the General Conference. We had better
remain as we are than countenance such s pro-
ject. Our District meetings embracing the lay

thoze who charge us with priestly exclusiveness.
I am not aware thst any one sympathises with
this scheme.

The details of our plan are now cominitted to
a sub-committee to be brought again before the
Conference Special Committee, and laid before

waters,” as well as to the Superi dent of the
Circait—who has manifested much interest in it
—and to the writer. May the Lord send us
great prosperity, this year, throughout all our
Conference bounds.
We remain Rev. and dear Sir,
very truly yours,
A. G.
Falmouth. Dec. 16, 1865.
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New Subscribers.

We intimated recently that as the result of
the generous and zealous efforts of our Agents
and friends throughout the Lower Provinces,
we are confidently anticipating a large acces-
sion of good Subscribers to our List, with which
to commence the New Year. We hope to re-
ceive early information of additional numbers
required, that we may strike off a sufficient
supply from the 1st of January. Don’t disap-

the next Conference. When the plsn is ms-
tared, I hope you will join us, and let us have a
Confederation of Methodism from Newfound-
land to Vancouver’s Island ; one Theological
Standard ; one Hymn-book, one Liturgy, and
one Discipline.

We have resolved to join in the Religious
Observance of the first Sabbath in January, in
commemorstion of the Centenary of Methodism
in the United States, and if we can agree, laity
included, perhaps something more.

e wom o

Letter from Carleton, St. John,N.B,

Mz. Eprror,—Your late editorial respecting
an enlarged circulation of our Conference organ,
the Provincial Wesleyan, is not only a very
modest appeal to the friends of Methodism in
these Colonies, but as it appears to me, is an ap-
peal that demands attention.

First, Because the Paper is judiciously con-
ducted, and is an admirable family Paper. The
selections both of a literary and religious char-
acter are generally very superior. The corres-
pondence from Ministers and lay friends, is not
all it should be either in amiount or material

point us, brethren and friends, in our ble

IS
The Closing Year,

Asother year of vicissitude, of duty, of privil-|

ege, of blessing, and of trial bas nearly rum its
course. The various memories of the year, will,
with many of our readers, no doubt, awaken
both pleasure and pain ; and with all there will
be much in the retrospect to call up sober reflec-
tion. Even though our remembrances of the
occurrences of the year may be for the most part
gratifying, yet the thought that so much of life
is gone, not to be recalled, ought to be suffi-
cient to induce deep thoughtfulness and serious
inquiry.

If life is given, nct for mere enjoyment, but
for action, it may very properly be.asked, What
is the great purpose of our being ? What is the
great work assigned to us to fulfil ? How is our
life-work progressing? In pressing these in-
quiries upon our hearts, our view must not be
limited by the horizon of this world. If we con-
nect, as we should do, the present state of being
with the great future, and bear in mind our ac-
countability, we will be prépared in some good
easure to understand the nature of the charge
committed to our trust, and will realize, not
merely that the close of life is an event of much
solemnity, but also-that life itself, as it passes, is

“invested with deepest interest and importance ;
we will see that our chief business on earth is to
secure our eternal well-being and to glorify God,
and that to neglect these, by the substitution of
other aims, is to trifle with matters of infinite
moment.

The year has, doubtless, to all our readers
been one of mercies—personal mercies, family
mercies, national mercies. We cannot bere at-
tempt any enumeration of these ; but it is highly
proper to inquire, Has there been a due recog-
nition of these mercies, and have the appropriate
returns’of gratitude been rendered to the Giver
of all good ? The privileges of the year have
been many and exalted. Have theso been ap-

i ¢ and have they been employed to
subserve the high purposes for which they were
bestowed ? Our opportunities of usefulness have
been numerous. Have they been occupied to

" advantage ? The circumstances of the suffer-
ing and the erring have called loudly for our

y and our active benevolence, in imita-
wofmmphdmuvbomtabmdo-
How have we responded to these
The Church of God has looked for our
coipetation, and a sinful world has claimed our
earaest effort to meet its spiritual necessities.

And why? Simply because efforts are not put
forth. And why not put forth? Let the
Preachers and others concerned answer tha:
uestion. Perhaps a few are afraid of those
rubs or innuendoes which cantributors occasion-
ally receive from beloved Brethren. These
however ought only to be incentives togreater ac-
curacy of style, and wiser thoughts ; and shovld
not deter any from doing as well as they can.
Secondly. Because itis a cheap Paper. Three
large pages of good reading weckly for four
cents. Surely that is within the reach of nearly
all our families.
Thirdly. Because it is the accredited organ
of the Conference of Eastern British America,
which territory includes the Provinces of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, P. E. lsland, New-
foundland, and the Islands of Bermuda. Cer-
tainly the Methodists scattered throughout such
a wide domain ought to support a weekly paper.
And whatever other periodicals they are pleased
to take, they should not refuse to patronize their
own, especially, when it is quite equal, every-
way, to any religious weekly in these Provinces.
So much for the Paper.
As to news, I have nothing special to com-
municate. You have doubtless heard of the
Fenian excitement in this Province. And such
rumors, when they come by telegraph direct
from the British Minister at Washington, to our
Governor, and through the government to the
people, are not to be treated with merriment.
You have no cause for alarm in Halifax,
dwelling as you do under the shelter of a fortress,
which only requires to be known, to be dreaded
by any invading foe. Your harbor also is well
supplied with ships of war, while from its en-
trance to its head, guns of heavy calibre look
down from almost every point of elevation. But
here in St. John we have not a ship of war,
while our harbour defences are bat small affairs.
We are not however alarmed in the city ; our
frontier towns are most exposed, but even these
are well supplied with brave hearts and strong
bodies, fire arms and ammunition ; so that if the
fanatic Fenians attempt a raid upon our banks
they will probably receive lead instead of gold.
Those who are alarmed ought to feel very
much relieved frem recent intelligence respect-
ing the Fenians.—They are quarreling among
themselves. This muight have been expected,
for if it is difficult to preserve union in the holi-
est organizations of earth, how could it be ex-
pected in an organization composed chiefly of
the riff-raff of a democratic people ?

From your excellent correspondent at Freder-
jcton, you bave recently heard something of

the progress of Christ’s cause ? Have our pray-|
ers been offered, and our efforts employed, m'z
earnestness, that God might be glorified in’

element enables us to snswer the allegations of

another great excitement. A public insult to
n-pl"‘ﬂnd(nlywbhldge,ilt
British Coleny, is not a small matter. The con-
Mwudwwm
lydounotgiveupo'ﬂ'hmm'eneth
principles of honour, truth and justice, which lie

has been' at the base and enter into the composition of that |
! admirable
! -

fabric the British Constitution.”
remark.

encouraging than otherwise.

We have arranged to ho'd our Missionary
Meetings as follows :—Carleton, January 22nd ;
Exmouth street, 23rd ; Portland, 24th; Fairville,
25th; Germain street, Tuesday 30th ; Centenary,
Thursday Feb. 1st. Several new speakers will

anticipating & good time.
Yours sincerely,
G. O. HuesTis.
Carleton, Dec. 20k, 1865.

O W

Amherst Academy.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan.

My Deaz Sin,—There bas been in operation

in this Section, since the lst inst., the County
Academy, comprising Elemeutary, Preparatory,
and High Schools, besides & Common School in
esch end of the Section.
On the 15:h inst., the Board of Examiners
convened s meeting for the purpose of annoanc-
ing to the trustees, and friends of education gen-
erally, the result of their examination of the Head
Mester, Mr. J. F. Mellish.

C. E. Ratchford, Esq., having been called to
the chair, snd the Secretary of Truetees to acl as
Secretary, the object of the meeting was succinct-
ly stated by the chairman.

The great care and skill evinced in the selec-
tion of the questions by the District Examiners,
Rev. Mesers. Christie, Thompson, snd Jarvis—
extending over sixteen different branches, as read
from the examination papers, were highly appre-
ciable.

The result was announced by the two first na-
med gentlemen, who bad conducted the Ezam-
ination, as highly satisfactory; the candidate
having scored tha highest number of marks at-
tainable, in all the bracches except one, snd in
this, the examiners believed that the requirement
of a few minutes more time, was the only cause
of deficiency. Rev. Mr. Christie, the Chairman
of the Board of Examiners, then formally pre-
sented Mr. Mellish with the parchment conferr-
ing the License of Head Master, which be re-
ceived with appropriate acknowledgement.

After remarks by Messrs. Huestis and Robb,
Trustees ; also by Rev. C. Stewart, and the chair-
man, votes of thanks to the chairman and sect’y
were passed, and the meeting was adjourned.

4.
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' ived, was made by Mr. Mellish in
astitution at Sackville,
his studies.
This is another instance of the many which pub-
liclyamltﬂndxidedlynpcrh character of

dorsation than its ALUMNI secure for it- Long
may this ALMA MaTER send forth such sons,
and long may they grace our Province with
their scholastic attainments, and prove instru-
mental in raising the standard of Edzcation
throughout these lands.

S1GMA.

Sunday School Libraries.

A correspondent in the 8. S. World writes:
—Having read with much interest several arti-
cles in the World upon Sundsy School Libraries,
snd baving had much experience in the selection
of books for Sabbath-schools, and poticed the
effect of various kinds upon tbe children snd
adults, sllow me to give your readers s little of
my experience.

In the first place, I reject nearly all books that
children and youth will ot read. It is money
thrown away to purchase such ; for sdults will
seldom read those which the younger ones throw
aside. Of this class, Memoirs, Biograpbies,
Dissertations, &c., are almost wholly excluded.
I find but an occasional good one. In the next
place, I select all books of s religious character,
which will interest, entertsin, and instruct the
reader. A bDock, which after perusal, bas ex-
cited or appealed 10 the nobler nature of the soul,
the deep, religious feeling and sentiment ; which
bas the tendency to lead the reader to a purer
thought, s more earnest purpose, & more decid-
ed resolve to do and live better, to work more
earnestly iu the good cause, and which will lead
the religious thought, feeling and action to s
higher state of existence, is the book for & Sun-
day-school library.

1 examine each book. Many I can tell by a
basty glance through them ; others require a
more extended examination, acd if any are atill
in doubt they are laid aside for more leisure and
thorough perusal. Sometimes, notwithstanding
the cae taken, a book will creep in which proves
a mistake. At the first re-arranging of the li-

1 may add, that the Trust intend p
ing with the building of the County Academy, at
once, and [ trust that the new era in the* educs-
tion of our country, which has been insvgurated,
may be marked with that continued success, to
which a cause involving interests so invalusble,
is justly entitled. I am, dear Bir,

Yours respectfully,
J. ALB. BLACK, Sect’y.

Ambherst, Dec. 18, 1865.

To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan :

DEAR SIR: On the evening of Friday last,

the 15th inst., a meeting of an interesting char-
acter, was held in the Court House at Amherst.
It appears that under the provisions of the
Educational Act for this Province, which has
lately come into operation, this town has been
entitled to open a County Academy, and a
laudable anxiety has been manifested by the
Trustees to secure the services of a thoroughly
qualified Head Master. They ultimately select-
ed Mr. John T. Mellish, of Prince Edward Is-
land, for this position—a gentleman who bas
for some ‘time past been in charge of the Superi-
or School at Guysboro’. His engagement baving
taken place after the time for the examination
of Candidates in the Autumn, he did not ex-
pect to undergo the usual tests until the month
of April next. There were several of the in-
habitants, however, who felt a strong desire to
have the examination conducted without delay,
and this course, for which Mr. Mellish had made
no special preparation, was finally adopted. The
Rev. Mr. Christie, the County Inspector, and
the Rev. Mr. Thompson, Presbyterian Minister,
were the Examiners in attendance ; and having
brought the labour ot three days’ uninterrupted
investigation to a close, they convened a meet-
ing on the above date, to give the result to the
public.
Their report was most gratifying. It wasstat-
ed that the examination, as by law appointed,
covered a vast extent of information, including
English Grammar and Composition ; Algebra,
Practical Mathematics, including Trigonometry,
Mensuration of Surfaces and Solids and Conic
Sections ; Geometry, Navigation, Natural Phi-
losophy and Astronomy ; Geography, both Anci-
ent and Modern; History, Grecian, Roman,
and British; Physiology, Chemistry, and the
Latin and Greek languages. Several circum-
stances were mentioned to show that the ordeal
had been very trying. The quesitons on each
branch were prepared with the view of eliciting
the Candidate’s acquaintance with the subject,
rather than the power of his memory. They
were in number from four to twenty-one, ac-
cording to the nature of the subject, and were
given and answered in writing. The Examin-
ers had agreed upon a hundred marks, in each
branch of enquiry, as the standard of perfec-
tion, though they had not supposed that any-
thing like this should be generally realized, or
was necessary to constitute a very fair standing.
But to their great surprise and gratification, and
to that of the audience assembled, it was found
that Mr. Mellish had reached the highest point
in every case, but one. Of the sixteen hun-
dred makes necessary to secure perfect approv-
al, he had obtained the sum of fifteen hundred
and ninety-five. The Rev. Examiners were also
pleased to state that they believed Mr. Mellish
would also have obtained the five deficient
marks, it he had not been more than ordinarily
pressed for time, They declared that there had
beén mo cramming, and no favour shown. The
examination had been severe—as much so, the
Rev. Mr. Thompson stated, as if it had begn
conducted at the University of Glasgow or
Aberdeen, of Cambridge or Oxford. He begged
to state that having at one time anticipated a
competitive examination, he had prepared sever-
al test questions in Mathematics, and had per-
suaded the Inspector to adopt them instead of a
somewhat easier set—but Mr. Mellish bad
answered them all perfectly. They therefore
prod® 1 the examination a most creditable
ore indeed. The Insp then p: ted Mr.
M. with his License, and spoke in the highest
terms of his success, in the trial to which he had
been subjected.

Brief, but appropriate addresses, were then
delivered by the Chairman of the meeting, C.
B. Ratchford, Esq., by Messrs. Robb and Hues-
tis, two of the Trustees, by Rev. C. Stewart,
and by Mr. Mellish himself. In thanking the
Examiners for their License and Certificate,
Mr. M. paid a very grateful tribute to his par-
ents, who bad so generously provided for his
instruction; and to those valued Tutors who

"

had been s0 instrumental in grounding him in

brary those are rejected and others selected to
6l their places. Every good book should be
retained. 1f worn out or lost it should be re-
plsced for a period of years at least. Thus every
addition increases the number of volumes, and,
under the foregoicg plan, in a few years a
school will have a fine library of the most
choice Sunday-school books. Those grow-
ing up in the school will find their interest
in the books which are added, while those which
they have perused will be just as good for and
interesting to the younger and new scholars con-
tinually coming in. As far 88 possible I become
acquainted with every book by resding them
(teachers should not fail to do this), and thus
am enabled to recommend them to others as
those which will suit their age, taste, or feeling.

English Sentiment on the Jamaica
Trouble.

Tb-onupohnloneoltho&‘lilhl’mmd
people in relation to the recent trouble in Ja-
maica, evinces no disposition to connive at the
course pursued by the authorities of that Island
in the wanton sacrifice of life that bas taken
place. Our space will not sdmit of lengthy ex-
tracts on tkis subject ; but we copy from a speech
delivered at a Missionary Meeting by the Rev.
Wm. Arthur, A.M., one of the Secretaries of
the Wesleysn Missionary Society, which fairly
presents grounds of the existing dissatisfac-
tion :—

« Nearly 8 week after the riot, the Governor
returns to Kicgston, and calms public fears by
sssuring the suthorities that no ¢tand bad been
made snywhere, and thst no organisation exist-
ed—that the Morant Bay people had not gone
beyond their own district—thst the Maroons
deserved great praise, and that many were shot,
and hanged, end flogged. Mr. George William
Gordor, a light brown guadroon—s gentieman
well known to Mr. Webster—a member of the
legislature, asd a political partissn, bad been
active in public meetings, snd the Governor says
he heard him frequently spoken of ss the cause
of the rebellion. He even obtsined an affidavit
that with hi-mhudhhdddmd priot-
ed notices” sent through the post to some who
bsd been leaders in the rebellion. He issued a
warrant for his arrest, but failed to execute it.
Mr. Gordon came and delivered himself up. The
Governor had him conveyed on board a British
man-of-war, on which he also embarked, and
steamed away to Morant Bay. There on the
Friday he landed the prisoner and some militia
officers to form a court-martial. On Saturday
Mr. Gordon was sentenced, on Monday hanged.
Now I never was one who called men hard names
for resisting an armed rebeliion with arme,
Those Eaglishmen wbo hesped abuse upon a
good wan, the head of a great government for
taking up arms to prevent its territory from
being dismembered, in my view did a thing not
only foolish and inconsistent, but wrong. Had
resistence been offered to the forces, I should
say that prompt stern action was the most mer-
ciful course. The murderers as such richly de-
served their doom ; the proclamation of martial
law was perfectly right. Vigorous measures to
prevent rict from turning to rebellion would
have been commendable. I will not prejudge
any ope. It may be that this Colonel Hobbs is
not of the English army ; and if so, the bonour
of our British heroes is intact. But if that man
who wrote the note called a despatch holds a
commission signed by the name of Vietoria!—To
think that men who fought at Inkerman or de-
fended Lucknow should be liable in the streeta
of Paris, or Vienns, or Rome to have his name
cast in their face !

One stain, however, is upon our head without
power of escape, though within power of pur-
Governor Eyre is a representative of
the Queen. Which of you caa picture in his
own mind her Msjesty taking one of her sub-
jects, who, on hearing that & warrant was out
for his arrest, bad delivered himself up, snatch-
ing him from the Laods of civil law, patting him
on board a war ship, carrying him to where
martia! law reigns, there landing him, and leav-
iog him to be hanged P I hope Governor Eyre
has evidence that he performed this operation
on the person, not of a mere demagogue but of
an overt rebel, and that moreover he acted ac-

in » fashion that shall ot
hind ot large will not Ieove it 10 ©
Jodian white or Degro, both of whom are 14 tur”
wrong, 1o pronousce the judgment as to whe-
ther the Hsing of the one or the veageance of
the other bears the darker taint of barbarism.
All allowance made for panic so
and in tach s case aliowance should he large and
free, do the courage, moderation, snd geaerosity
displayed by the whites entitle us to
and execrate the biacks ? Isit not acase where
instead of once more lighting up race soimoei-
ties, whereof none burns so cruelly as sell-righ-
teous contempt for the defenceless on the part
of the mighty, both races, from the spectacle of
common depravity, may draw a pioof of bro-
therbood, s lesson of forbesrance.

As to the predisposing csuse of this outbreak ;
is it some aboriginal taint of negro nature ? some
pstural fruit of Missionary jdess? some occult
operation of bsptism by immersion P Gentlemen
with grest command of language tell or insinu-
ate this to the world, and force us to state facts
which we are slow and unsccustomed to bring
before the public. If it be true that in Jamaics
negroes have been masters, the Missionaries bave
bad their way, and the ideas, power and inflaence
of the oid plsoting class have been pullified, the
responsibility of thst state of things which pre-
disposed to commotion is off their shoulders.
What was the cause P It lies in two worde—
misery and distrust. Many of you have heard
of sbsentee landlords, but perbaps not of absen-
tee farmers. In Jasmaica they bave a strange
state of things. Eisewhere sbsentee landlords
are considered as s drawback on the prosperity
of a country ; but here the absentee is both land-
lord and farmer. He resides somewuere in Eu-
rope, and appoints his sttorney at Kingston, who
appoints an overseer to live on estate, and
this overseer appoints book-keepe Now, as
any of these can be dismissed at any t—
the bookers by the overseer, the overseer by the
attorney, and the attorney by the landlord—each
one is bent on making money while be can, and
the estate so ménaged is to grow sugar enougk
to pay labourers, book-keepers, managers snd
attorneys, and send home fortune besides. Now,
suppose nis garden county were largely owned
by a number of gentlemen living in St. Peters-
burg, who had resolved to make money by grow-
ing hops in Kent ; they shall each appoiat a law-
yer, merchant, or shopkeeper in Rochester as
sttorney at 5 or 6 per cent. on the crops; he
shall select a brother, cousin, or clerk as mana-
ager at £150 a year; a book-keeper st £70 or
£80. They all know that if they can make any
thing this year it is theirs ; but if they wait tll
next, the mail may bring their dismissal. Would
Kent thirty years hence be a flourishing county ?
Would the hop trade bloom and fatten? Sup-
pose the attorney and oversee= had been brought
up in the belief that paying wages was an odious
tax, to which no gentleman ought to be called
upon to submit—a tax devised by fanatics just
for the ruin of the rich and gentle—suppose they
bated English law for compelling it to be paid—
suppose the labourers often slleged that their
wages were kept back for weeks together, their
time fradulently reckoned, terms of agreement
broken, and nevertheless they could not carry
their complaint before a bench where sat magis-
trates directly responsible to, snd dependent
on the crown, only those of the planter class—
would not the labor market of your county drift
into an odd position ? and would you turn round
aod blame it on the Baptists? The facts are
enough to account for misery—enough to des-
troy confidence between the people and those
above them. The power of the’home Govern-
ment has always been exerted on the sde of
right, it has vetoed many intended wrongs ; but
alas for Jamaics, to the island suthorities have
been left the powers of legislating and adminis-
tering! Negro masters there! Missionaries
ascendant ! education better provided for than at
bome! The old spirit of the slaves has found &
body to inhabit in bigh places, else such misstate-
ments would not find influentisl utterance.

How have the negroes been masters? O,

bave we not granted them political equality ?
I suppose this means that colour was declared
not to disqualify for the franchise, which is true,
and every £6 frecholder has by law a vote. But
a yearly charge of 10s. was laid on for register-
ing, which operated so that out of four bundred
and forty-one thousand of a population, only
two hondred had votes. The Assembly elected
by these twenty-five hundred people, numbering
forty-seven, contains two or three brown men,
and perhaps one black, though of that I am not
sure. The rest are mostly of the class hostile
to negro interests, yet the English public is cool-
Iy told that our converted negroes have been
hoisted to heights of power, and bad their heads
turned. Say that Jamaica is well or ill govern-
ed as you please, and you are not likely to bear
anything from Methodist Missionaries ; but say
that it is ruined by being placed under the pow-
er of pampered brutal converts and you force
us to tell the truth.
Bat for their incorrigible idleness, it is said,
the negroes of Jamaica would have been the
most comfortable of p try, the conditions of’
life are so easy. Some of them are idle, and
let such want, except where they have been
made so by finding that work brought no regu-
lar wages. The conditions of life so casy! It
is easy to grow yams and bread fruit when a
man has a patch of land, but it is hard to get
land conveyed, hard when you have paid for it
to be sure you will not be disturbed. After
emancipation some of the planters cut down the
bread-fruit trees growing by the buts of the
freedmen, tore up their other provision crops,
pulled down the huts, and drove them outto the
high-roads. Yet the friends of such men in
English drawing-rooms and journals, abuse the
blacks for l]lllﬂilg, that is, gm'na away to rent
or buy a piece of ground at a distance from
these estates.

No cause of poverty but unwillingness to
work! When a member of the Assembly which
rules the island declares that articles of clothing
pay a thx of thirty-eight per cent. of their value,
by which he means that now the price having
ﬂﬁﬂnuﬁmm‘mpw“'h
value when it was laid on. When in “ Hender-
son's Jamaica Almanack for 1865," I find that
under three heads of Taxes, Additional Taxes,
and Kingston Dues, bread bears six shillings
per hundredweight, butter nine, and cheese ten,
dried fish three and sixpence, and soap six|
shillings, and every barrel of salt meat fourteen ;
that sugar, the staple of the island pays five
and ninepence the hogshead of ezport duty, and
coffee six shillings the tierce, I do beg permis-
sion to feel a doubt whether Jamaica has not
something to weigh upon her beside the activi-
ty of Missionaries, the sloth of free blacks.

Thoy bave rebelled becsuse [h, are too 'Tu
treated! Why will you goad those whose hearts
have sometimes burned when their mouths were
closed to tell out the truth ? Why render silence
impossible by this superfluity of false witness ?
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cording to law. Such evidence is needed, and |
if it is not forthcoming I suspect our beloved !
Queen, whose sceptre never yet shattered .n,f
shade, however frail, which covered, in house, |
but, or castle, that priceless jewel, the rights of
o British subject, will let the world know that'
the Msjesty of England’s monarch bas been re-

If good treatment makes them rebel why did
they not rise in the more prosperous days fol-
lowing their emancipation ? Why never before
in thirty years of, as you say, ascendancy and in-
dulgence ? Why have not the same race re-
belled in Antigua, St. Kitt's, Barbadces, where
they are better treated and better off, because
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their own offices they spend some nicety thou-
saud pounds ? If I bear the negro thus mur-
mur, I do not know enough to say, whether what
be insinustes is justified or mot ; whether these
seeming inequslities may not be explained. But
am] to turn on bim snd cry thst under such
appearances men of wy kingly race would never
spesk of irjustice or of pression ? 1f pegro ne-
ture is so exactly opposite to buman nature that
the cause of & rebeliion must be traced to go?d
trestment, suppose you trausfer the too generous
burdens of Jamsics to Englsnd, where.the peb-
ple are known to like good treatmert, and those
of Eogland to Jamaica, where 1 shall warrant
you the sdjustment of the load- will be more to
the mind of Sambo ? I say not a word, I have
pot special knowledge entitling me 10 say it,
upon either the justice or pecessity of the bur-
dens of Jamaica, what I countend for is, that in
such & state of things to sccount fcr poverty and
discontent smong the lsbouring class it is not
pecessary to prove that they are of a vile and
ungrateful stock. The obvious natural causes
suffice without resorting to theories of race which
only mislesd tbought, and embitter feeling.

Our country bas often seen dear bread alone
bring popular discoutent. In our own day
France has seen that single csuse cost her the
fall of constitutional monarchy—at least that
combined with & general belief that corruption
prevailed among those in power. During the
cotton famine how the evidence that law, power,
wealth, and rank were all instinet with goodwill
protected our people from temptation to disor-
der. In Jamaica, where in spite of sll burdens
increasing revenue pioved Lhe increasicg wealth
of the people, cam= two dead years of drought
which reduced many of the people to a condition
of horrid poverty, wherewith the readers of our
« Missionary Notices” are familiar. In that
trial were they blessed with the stay that served
to steady the people of Larcashire, confidence
in those above them P No. They saw the lives
they led. They heard of the corruption in the
Assembly, whereof eight members are cited by
name in the Kclectic Review of last September
as having been convicted of publie peculation,
or private frsud, from forgery to running away
with money, snd some of them transported,
some expelled the House. Yet, with all this,
the fact thet the people fell into a restiess condi-
tion is to be explained only on the ground that
they are more wicked than other races, and
moreover set on by ill-intentioned Missionaries.
Had they becn as beady as other races, had no
Missionary been there to teach them patience,
hope and prayer, faith in God, and confidence
in England red days for the overseers had come
much earlier. I bleas my Missionary brethren
for the way they bore, and taught their people
to bear, trials which galled the flesh of the one,
and wounded the spirit of the otber.

On this predisposing condition of things came
a very gentle irritant which, * it is said,” prov-
ed the immediate occasion of the outbreak. My
excellent friend, Dr. Underhill, wrote a letter to
Mr. Cardwell, giving his views of the evils press-
ing upon Jamaica. Itis a calm, dispassionate,
statement—worthy of Dr. Underhill to write, of
Mr. Cardwell to consider. Like an Erglish
Minister, Mr. Cardwell, to whose capacity, mo-
deration, and just intentions all will testify,
treated the letter with attention, and forwarded
it to the Governor. He made it public. That
was the sct peither of Dr. Underhill nor Mr.
Cardwell, the responsibility of it lies with the
Governor sione. The people held meetings to
affirm the correctness of its representations. It
is proclsimed that these meetings were sediticus.
I bave read the proceedings of cne wherein Mr.
Gordon took part, I think presided, and it seem-
ed that everything was kept within the bounds
of loyal political discussion. The last resolu-
tion was three cheers for Qaeen Victoris ; and
Eogland was not held up as the object of hatred
but of bope. It may be that worse meetings
were beld. It is possible that designs arose of
tresson against the Queenm, of revolt againet
England, the murder of the white men, and a
sharing of lands and women ; but the improba-
bility is rank, so rank that one would be culpa-
ble who for a moment entertained it without
prool. Of that no one tittls has yet appeared,
and the absence of it from the Governor’s des-
patch, containing much that cries for such a
sponsor, the fact that he holds out no prospect
ot proving that a rising at Christmas was pre-
pared countenances the opinion I hear from two
Jamaica Missionaries, Mr. Webster and Mr.
George Sargeat, that such a plot did not exist.
But we must wait for evidence, for they that
have pubiic responsibility are not to be judged
prematurely any more than the classes accused.
As to the expediency of those meetings, my own
feeling is that holding them amid such chafing,
pinches, and sores, was wrong, because danger-
ous. I would say to every Missionary brother
of whatever name—Remember that excitement,
which in England would be safe, may in other
countries end in blood. 2
We dwell ina world fraught with offence and
sorrows and as a people hold no place entitling
us to turn on every other that wars, or errs,and
scold them, as if we never fought or did wrong.
The crimes in our owa country day by day as
they come to light are enough to bow and soften
us all, and make us admit the clsim of kindred
from any race of men. Let us beware that in
combatting animosities of race, we do not per-
mit those of class. No ery for vengeance on
planters ; no effort to do them harm! Where
they are wrong they must be met ; and if their
advocates will persist in the attempt to criminate
the good and vilify the weak, the truth must be
more and more broadly told out to the world ;
for justice shall be dome. But let us say no
more than is needful to clear the innocent.
As to the black, in this day of his reproach
shall we not stand by him? When he does
wrong, let us not extenuateit. Where he isidle
licentious, or cruel, give his sins the right nun'
and call him to repent. Bat by every principlc’
Christisn, manly, and true, let us face the people
who say that such faults belong to his rece and
not to others. Man for man the West India
blacks need not fear comparison with the whites,
especially when comparative advantages are
taken into view. As to barbarous cruelty future
investigation must show who this day has most
cause to blush, Saxon, negro nor Maroon.
One thing is now made plain, by the experi-
ence of many years, namely, that Eoglish hon-
our and negro rights are both unsafe in the
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From Zion's Herald,

Public Prayer.

Very few, probably, outside of a siaghdey
could be found at the present day ¥ ghuy
the exclusive use of forms in prayer. Ygj;
not well to ignore the difficultieswhicligg
orthodox side of the question. En,"
er may be as truly a mere form, .“.'
mony, as the coldest ritualistic repefifn; of
besides this, it has peculiar dangen iy
which no one, who has gives de mije
thought, will be inclined to treatlighdy.

The one to which we wouldell sestios jt
at present is this—the tendency Wit nler
than to join. In a liturgy no chume wely
calls off the attention of the reader bmg -
full import of each earnest phrase; Wiy
smoothly flowing sentences, new
fall successively on the ear, the mind iy
and sometimes unavoidably, takes thesi
of a spectator. For this reason, if formi
there should be a rigid censorship applelel
style made use of in this putd)aeﬂl
social worship. Our danger demands a#
check upon those who weave so freque
artificial flower of rhetoric, perfumed with
try, into the garland with which they cm
God’s altars. Studied ornament and elabonk
figures should be reprehended as strongly ¥
coarse or ungrammatical expressions. Most
suredly they are as inappropriate in the gulg
as operatic singing in the choir, or fashionable
follies in the pew. Why? Because, likethes
it calls off the mind inevitably from the s
and simple devotion fitting for the plae wd
hour. Let those who enjoy such prayem es-
amine carefully the sources of their epjoyment,
and we think they will find & large elemest

taken in hearing finely cut, elogantly polistet
sentences, from the true benefit gained by o
muning with God, and doubtless they W’
surprised at the trifling residum. Wedeo
but that there is sincere pefition and %
lizing faith in the heart of one who W™
habituated to the offering of Iiﬂy‘
prayers, but we are convinced theit il
for an honest, earnest Christiss 3% o be p
plexed and distracted by them. B we
upon those who have giided inte s s
fault to restrain the wings of their 5%
ing them wlves for the welfare of o
Everything that attracts attention # # ¥
termediate agent, and preven(s ﬁ"**
flowing, uprising of the whole natun®¥h®
a serious defect ; on this account est®®
sudden fluctuations of voice are u‘.'
avoided as monotony. Such gros @™ '
vociferating like the priests of Baal ®
Carmel, or stringing along the
phrases in unvarying order, we need wt
to notice. Enough has been said to showd®
ly that the merely throwing aside of
forms does not, by any means, release ¥
the difficulties that encumber this ﬂ‘
branch of service. How could it be other™®
where so much is left to individas! ability ,"‘
personal characteristics ? briefly
at the distinctive qualities that
proficient in the exercise of public prayer-
Good judgment is needed. This secures &
propriate length, together i
style and manner to the occ
a proper selection of subjects; i
man from waxing eloguent before his XV
intruding a pert and flippant topgue a0 >
most sacred moments granted to mortals
cluded, perhaps, under this would h“”‘
quaintance with human nature in B
particularly with those in whose presace
prayer is made. To one thus armed, the o
thoughts mok ¥
would be ¥

best suited to their state, the
framed in forms most congenial,
stantly

Facility and correciness of ezpressiot "':
quired that the minds of others "’-':H
drawn off from the petition to the words %
it is clumsily clothed. All have
the sympathy excited when a person is
embarrassed, or have been shocked and ';
ed to hear the simplest rules of grammar
lessly set at naught. No one should be cﬂ":
to make such needless sacrifices i‘.“d‘
claim the promises that hallow combined *F
plication.

Fervid piety, most of all, should be Fw:.
among the qualifications of him whom ¥ o
describing. A glowing heart an peod,
will compensate for many an error the d
Give to us as leader, one with a feeling "‘
the nothingness of self, the allnest of Gody -
has sounded the deptbs of buman Pover®
knows something of the divine riches, 09¢ r”
experience gathers freshness and
by day, and whose whole life is a0
such an one will impart undying o
arcund him. As he soars from earth %'y
tomed intercourse with his Father, ";’;‘ .
and trembling spirit will be bors
the strong principles of bis faith.
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