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_%tfligious Miseellany,

SONG OF THE CHARIS | MAS BELLS. |

BY MBS. A OAMPBELL.

Hark ! those merry Christmas bel's,
How they ring !
Po:ce on earth, good-will to men |—
Thus they sing.
Sinzinz of a Chris'mas morn,
Arnd a mungerso forlorn,
Where the Son of God was born,—
Thas they siog.
Ringing mes<ages of love,
From the Father high above,
And the Spirit Heuvenly Dove,—
Thus they sing.
- Kinging charity and grace,
Pardon for a sinful race,
And a reconciled face,—
“Thas they sing.

Singing to t“e rich and poor,
Chantiog ¢ladness evermore,
brist is now the opcn Door,—

Thas they sing.
Singing to the rich to be
Generous, for Thou dost 8ce,
Aud the poor belong to ‘) hee—

Thus they sing.
Singing enmity should ceare,
Love and kininess too increase,
Caristmas is a time of peacs,—

Thus they siog.
Singinz out a Christmas lay, *
Happiness to all! we say,
Wishing you a merry day,—

Thas they sing.

Hark | those merry Christmas bells,

How they ring !
Peac: on earth, good-will to men —

Thus they sing.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

A SERMON.
Preached in Centenary Chnrch, 8¢. John, N.B.
By Rev Hexry Pors, Jr.
“ Many »hall run to and fro and knowledge shall
be increasod.”—Dan. xii 4.

Mun is naturallv ignorant: He has evervthing
to learn.  The Bible is & book of knowledge
Here we are furnished with records of the pawr,
and revelations of the future. The text be-
longs 1o the latter, and refers to our owa days
Our topiv this evening is ** Christian Educa-
tion.” On this subj-ct three ingnires may en-
gagze our though's, vig.:

I TIn what does Christian edacation consiet ?

Il. What advantages sccrue from such edv-
tion, and

Il O4 whom does it devolve to provide
sach educarion P

Firat —In what does this edacation consis P

The «minent Hooker bas defined edusmtion
thue— * E lucation is the means by which our
faculty ot reason is made both the soonar and
betrer 10 judge rightly tetween truth aad error.
good and wvil ™ This definition will apply to
Christian education, which embraces intelli
genca and caltivation, moral development and
spiritnal instraction.

1 Itelle tual enltivation.

M n is endowed with mind as distioguished
from i s'inct. G)d our maker hath made u-
to knnw@ mare than the heasts of the field, and
wiser than the fowls of heavea.

“ Briuces wnon their genith reach,

B it were min to live ccaval with the sun,
The pirrarch panil woald he living ati |,
Yet lying, leave his lesson h+lf unlearnt.”

Every human mind is invested with certain ele-
mentary capacities or powers—which in every
individaal are precisely 'he same in kind though
distinguished by a large variety in measure or
degree. The poor Indian of uniytored mind-

roaming the forest, and herding with the beasts
of the fisld—has every taculty which gave might
and mustery 1o the seul of & Bacon or a New-
ton, The difference between them resting not
in their constitu ional capacity but in the
measure of intellectual culture to which they
bave been respectively subjected. A wise edu
cation appeals to all the native powers of the
mind —disciplines and instructs them, and thus
fits them tor the practical uses and purposes of
lite.

" 2. Moral d -velspment.

By mo ol when spoken of God or of man,
we understand any order of legislative su*hori-
ty, or of corresponding accountability. It
wust alwavs answer to s7me case or question
ef government. Moral rile is that of creatures,
who can be influenced by intelligent motives,
under laws suitable to tham. Moral obedience
is the-contormity of such creatures to those
laws. Among such creatures stands man.
B-sides other ennabling faculties—tbe bumsn
soul is endowed with the princely power of
conscience—the function of conscience is to
discern between right aod wrong as distinguish-
ing our own moral disposition and voluntary
aotion —and the di: positions and voluntary ac-
tions of other free agents. In order that the
decisi ns of conscience be just and true—there
mast be an authoritative standard ol right and
wrong. The Bibla supplies this. It is found
Do where else. There can'be no moral im-
provemen’ unless consciedée is reached and in
strucied in wha' is right and true.—Natural
science does not do this. ~ Tbere is no connee-
- tion bt ween mechanical principles and morali-
fy. Miking a steam engine, or weighing a
Placet, traches or impresses no moral idea.
Huoce, bigh intellectual refinement—and the
finest gitts of genius bave been, and are oftes

found asvociated with entbralment by the vilest | P!

immgra'ity. The Bible instructs the con-
.icience — [t teaches morals in conoection with
dootrines and promises. Not only does it in-
@ulcate our duty—bat explains why it is our
duty. This leads us to observe another de-
Parimen' of culture to which Christian Educa-
tion jusily ds+igns & prominent place, vis.

jdeehm bim guilty and eondc-ned;

Bat it
does more than this. It furni.hes the grand
revelation of divine mercy towards the race, in
the persou and redeeming work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. It untolds and entorces the only
plan of recoacilation with God—tbroagh re-
pentance for sin, and taith in Christ—ilustrat-
ed by a life of obedience to the Divine law.
Tbes~ are truths of awiul and everlasting con-
cern—and to know them properly is of supreme
moment to all,

Having glanced at the import of Christian
E.dmuiu we pass on to our second inquiry,
vis,

Il. What advantages accrue from such Eda-
catior P

These may be arranged in the following or-
der, vis: 1. Personal advantages. ** The Chris-
tian is the bighest style of man.” What a source
of virtue, strength and happiness does such an
education as we bave been considering supply !
He whose mental, moral, aod spiritual nature
has been so cultivated, may be said to bave the
freedum of the universe. Nature in all her
departments is often to his iotslligent inspec-
tion, and responsive to bis skillful touch places
all ber materials and forces at her command.

** The law of the Lord is in his beart "—gnd
actuates bim in all the relations of lile—not
only shaping his conduct by its principles, but
subjscting his appetite and passions to its
swav,

Brough* to a right understanding of his rela-
tion to God, and eternity—and having sought
and found mercy he bas peace with God, bas
power over sia, is delivered trom the fear of
dearh and under all the sorrows and sufferings
of this mortal state is soothed and supported

by a well tounded hope of a final home in |

beaven. Besides these there are,

2 Civil advantages.

Man is made for society. The character of
8 community is determined by that of the
individuals who compose it. The comforts and
conveniences of life, useful arts, salutary laws,
and good government on all introduced and
promoted by Christian Education. Ignorance
is the negative, and enemy of everything good
and usetul. Under its halefu! patronage error
ane evil of everv sort grow and fl.arich  In
the darkness of ita night neither lite nor pro-
perty is safe. Vice with its debaucheries and
misery —anarchy with its rothless mobs—or
political despotisms with their tyrannies and
sluves—and ecclesiastical assumptions with
their trauds and their dupes—ere born and
bred in its unhealthy shade. Oa the other
band Christian Education provides wise and
jost legislators and rulers—and constitutes in-
telligent. conscientious, and law-abiding citi-
zons. We have first the Christian,«- then the
Christiao tamily, then the’ Chrie'ian common-
wealth, distinguished by progress in learning,
art, commerce, science, philosophy, and reli-
gion. All this, that knowledge which is sancti-
fied by the fear and love of God, will do for
the individual and for the nature,

Without this knowledge there can be no
national strength or stability. Permit me to
anforce these statements by a groration from
the pen of .the late Rev. R. Watson. He
writes: * To this the refined nations ot anti-
quity bear mournfu! but instractive testimony.
and why on a subject so solemnly important to
our children and to oar land, is not the voice
ot history regarded P She has written them re-
fined, learned and migh'y, but she has recorded
their vices, and points to their devol \2ions.

Ir learning coul | bave prescribed them, why
has their science survived their political exis-
tence, and why does it live only in other climes ?
Were they without that knowledge, the attain-
ment of which we bave too often considered to
be the chief, or exclusive end ot education ?

Were they destitute of genius and taste, and
arts and philosophy ? In all they are the coo-
fessed models of modern nations, snd that state
has the highest fame which most successtully.
though still distantly approaches them. These
they wanted not, but they wanted a true reli-
gion, and & people instructed in it.

The politics they erccted and adoroed were
bailt like Babylon, the Capital, of a still older
state with clay bardened only in the sun, and
which bas long become a mass of ruin undis-
tinguished from its parent earth.

They were without perpetuity, because they
were without the alements of it. The fabric of
their grandeur bas crumbled down, because it
was not combined with the imperishable princi
ples of virtue, and their want of virtue result-
ed from their want of religion. Shall examples
so freqnently suggested to our recollection by
the books ot our boyhood. the studies of our
riper years, and the very terms and allusions
of our language, admonish us in vain? Yer, if
reflection fail to teach us the absolute inade-
quacy of knowledge. however perfected, to sus-
tain without the basis of religion, either the
virtues of private lile, or the weight of nationa)
interests, let us suff-r ourselves to be aroused
intu conviction bv evidences which are ocular
and palpable. Go into your public libraries,

enriched by the literature ot the classical states

of ancient times, and see them crowded alvo
with the matilited marbles, brought from the
fallen monaments of their greatness, and saved
from the final wastay of time and barbarism, to
be placed in monitory collocation with the
+ wisdom of this world,” mocking its imbecil
ity, as though Providence bad thereby design-
ed to teach us, that length of d.ys is the sole
gift of that wisdom whose beginning ‘ is the
tear of the Lord,"' and whose great lesson is to
« depart trom evil.” Athens mourning along
the galleries of our public museums over the
frail Aegis ot her Minarva, admonishes us to
ut our trust within the shadow of the impene-
trable shield of the Liviugz God."”

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.)

PersoNaL —Wa are pleased to learn that
the Rev. J. H. Robinson bas received per-
mission from the Execu ive Committee of the
Metbodist New Connextion to take a position
as & minister in the Uuited Charch bere, and to

8. Spirtual instruction.

Man has been made capable of God.  Ia-
beriting the moral as well as ph) sical effects of
te original transgression be is ali d in
pirit and practice from God. The Bible
sbarges bim with rebellioh Agsinst God—and

acoept of such work as may be suitable to him
in our ranks, Mr. Rubinson's relstion to the
English Supersnouated Ministers’ Fund is un-
sffccted by this .n.ru:zoqﬁm. So l:qd:a .:o
is able 10 labor bere be will contioue to 90,
u(.!'bondiublod'iu retire on the Kaglish

| fund.—Ev. Wil.

BY M. J. SHEXTON.

“ Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend,
I will eat no flesh vhile the world standeth, lest |
make my to brother to offead "—1st Cor, viii. 13.

It Paul bad lived at the present day he sure-
ly would bave merited the not very flattering
epithet, ** old fogy,” ** bebind the age,” ** very
lame,” ** over zeaolus;"” or some ot the many
appellations that are applied to persons, who
are supposed to have over-seasitive organizi.
tiws. Looking st it in a modern aspect, in a
liberal way, we would naturally conclude that
Paul did not use the freedom of which be was
proud ¢t exult. Aod for such a weak reason,
*‘lest I moke my brother to offend.” What
Paul; are you your brotber's keeper P What
though thy weak brother perish, to himself be
standeth or falleth? Why not a free man use
your freedom ? though it wound the weak con-
science? What though it scathe the heart?
And abeve all, though ye sin against Christ.
Was Paul sane when he wrote that 8th chapter
of Corinthians P and it so, are there no lessons
that we are slow to learn P Let us enter that
 dining ball in the bome of luxury. The riches:
{viands are there. The repast is sumpruously
'-prud. and added to its many delicacies there
L is *‘that stingeth like a viper and biteth
like a serpent.” Call to the master of the
house, and call loudly, as thou wouldst call for
thy lite ; tor he is putting the cup to the lips ot
bis neighbor's son. Yea more than that; for
|the brightness of a daughter's lite be is pre-
paring a cloud that will be dark with a double
darkness. Yea, he is sowing the fire-sveds in
'the breast of that youth that will break forth
in the quenchless flames of i perance ; lur-
ing up with the lurid fires of cruelty, and dis-
apointing all the loves and bopes of her young
lite. Call him .not a beartless wretch, though
her brow is batbed in the crimson of her veins.
It was ber father, ber own mother who helped
to deface the image ot God. It was they who
bartered away the very life-blood of their
daughter. It was they who planied thorns
where roses should have grown Do you take
a lit'le wine for your trequent infirmities. You
art doubly guilty for you bave led bim where
you dare not plunge. And ia very cow-
ardice you stand on the brink ot a precipice.
saying thus far I go but no furtber. A thou-
sand times rather be the victin than the cold-
blooded tipplers, who are every day peopling
bell with those who bave been led thither with
their evil influences. It is not the low licensed
grog-shops that are sowiag this evil broad-cast.
It is our dinner parties in our own homes. It
is our evening socials, it is in the banqueting
balls of our friends, our new year's receptions ;
where the young and the pure are first enirap-
ed. Ask oot in steicism. wrapped up in your
robes of sell-indulgence, ** Am [ my brother's
keeper.” But listen while the answer is re
peated from new made eraves, and from broken
hearted mothers ard wives; ** The voice of thy
brother's blood crieth unto thee from tbe
ground !" Aaod methinks there are many other
ways we make our brothers and our sisters to
offand. | entered the home of the frugal, in-
Austrious mechinic. Mine eye rested upon an
nonest, yet care-worn face Beside him sat
ver who had borne with bim the burthea in
the heat of the day. She was younger than he;
hut she looked many years his senior. Hers
nad been a life of- working and planniog, and
at times she had grown weary in the struggle.
3She bad 0o vacadt chair and yet the suashine
ot her lite bad grown strangely dark A ftriend
whispered to me of ber conflicts and defeats.
In the same church with ber sat one of the very
pious benevolent ladies, who are to be found in
almost every church. Mrs, M. bad wealth, and
she spared it not. '

1be adornment ot the outward was the dear-
st object of her beart. She argued thus: ** Mr,
M. is able to meet this expenditure, it is in keep-
\ug with our atation; it is our own to use as we
please,” torgetting who bas a precedent elaim
on the gold and silver, foryetting to answer the
question, *‘ How much owest thou unto thy
Lord.” But take beed, if by any means this
liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to
them that are weak, and she was a stumbling
block to the good sister over the way. The
tired hands and wearied brain that toiled all
day for life's necessities, must still wearily toil
on through the loag evening hours, the evening
that asts till midnight. She braided, she
tucked. she frilled, her own bands doing for
her wardrobe what Mrs. M, imported. And
thus it was life's sands ran out ere the nooan of
life, and motherless babes were left to battle
alone, and if a truthtul epitaph bad been put
upon her tombstone it would have been, ‘¢ died
trom exhaustion, produced by over work, in
endeavoring to cope with the maoy Mrs. M.'s
that are scattered over our churches.” Say not
sister that thie view of society is touching your
liberty, never. It is trae liberty, it is true
freedom, whea we sn fully assert our indepen-
dence, when we so tully assert our womanhood,
that we will not add to the already too heavy
burdens of those, who every day toil for the
necassities of life. Better cultivate a li‘tle of
Paul's spirit, and not only the spirit of sacrifice
but also the spirit of independence, and it we
can afford to dress elegan ly, feel becomingly.
** Whose adorning let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting the bair and wearing of
gold, or of pusting on apparel. Bat let it be
the hidden man of the heart ia thac which is
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek
and qniet spirit, which in the sight of God, is
of great price.” And if always in the sight of
God, surely in His sanctuary we should especi-
allv teel, * Thou God seest me.” It we fully
realissd this, would not our hearts have more
to do with our beads than they now bave. For
I am tain to believe that the excesses of the
present day are not the offspring of the intel-
lect, unless indeed modern intellects as well as
tastes are very beclouded. O for more of the
spirit of self-denial, more of the trae spirit of
| treedom, that would give that dignity to our
lives that would not need so much embellish-
ment. That we too, when our lite' work is
done, may ssy ss Paul said, when tbe anchor
ot his lite was drilting out into the sea of eter-
uity, and his great soul was beginaing to throb
i'i‘. ao iatense lifs, **O death where is tby

For Provincial Wesleyan. sting, O grave where is thy victory.”
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Yes,
thanks be unto God, s zeal like Paul's, an ut-
ter forgetiulness of selt, s barning charity like
his, is rewarded by an abandant entrance into
the kingdom of our Father. O thea let us
daily seek this old tashioned religion that is
slways reminding us that we are our Brother's

keeper.

General Wéuug.

(From the Canadian Methodist Magasite.)
MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY.

BY THE REV. C. 8. EBY, B.A,

Eighteen Handred and Sixty-Eight was fast
becoming an old year. The sowings of spring
and the reapings of summer bad been rapidly
tollowed by the sere and vellow leaf; and now.
gaunt bare limbs trembled in the chilling rain,
sparse locks were becoming more gray, and
nature was weaving & shroud. The burrying
crowd in the dirty old streets of Halle trampl-
ed the melting snow into slush and mud. The
air seemed dismal and drear, a dampening fog
peoetrated the warmest fabric of tbe weaver,
and pierced even the marrow of the stranger's
bones. Bat there was a brightoess and a
cheer in the taces of Germans, which told of
warm thoughts and kiadly impulses, fashioned
and welded at love's forge in the heart.

The old market place and the crooked street~
became almost a forest of evergreen trees of
every size, from the tiniest shrub to the tower-
iog sapliog. which were shortly to flourish and
besr a woandrous fruit in a thousand bhomes,
trém the rude hut ot the beggar to the casle
of nobles. The baker shops displayed a lavish
quantity of the cake that is aonually made to
represent the Christ-Kindchen,* and around it
confectionery of every shape and every hue.
remembrancers of the marvelloas story of the
Incarnation, and souvenirs of the wondroux
manger. Shops, and booths, ard maiket stalls
teemed with unlimited stores, and an endles-
variety of trinkets, and ornaments, and useta!
articles of every Jdescription suitable for pre
wents, from the costliest robe of silk to the
bead-embroidered olippsrs; playthings aad
rare things, brought together from the toilers
of Siberia, the glass blowers of Bohemia
thewood carvers of Schwarzwald, and the

* The reader of German Christmas stories
has, do doubt, olen wondered what was meant
by the ** Christ-Kindchen ™ or ** Christ- Child,'
and the ‘*Christ-baum™ or ** Cbrist-tree,’
and it you were to ask the Germans themvives
they would probably be as much puzzled a-
yourself. any modern Germans, especially,
perbaps, converts to Methodism, and otber:
who bave gone farther from Medimval timer
and usages than Lurherns and Roman Catho
lics, bave given up the terms as irreverent and
belittling to the Saviour. Atrer studying the
matter somewhat, bowever, I confess | canny
sympatbise wich this feeling, and would retsir
the old names. The ** Christ-Kindchen * i
the Christ ot the old legends, when as. a boy.
long betore entering on His great pablic work.
the inherent Divine Power turned even hi-
play nto the working of miracles. It is an ex
pression ot that Christ-spirit, described in a
old ballad. where He i- represeated as wishing
to p ay with certain children, and they rudely
replse bim as follows : —

* Nay, nay, we are lor s and ladies’ sons,
‘I'hou art mesaner than us all ;
Thou art ut & sil y tair maid's ch Id,
Boru io an 0a's stall.”

Having told His mother the insult—

“ Then,” said she, ‘“ gn down to yonder town.
As far as the holy well,
And then take u ) these i fints’ gouls
And dip them deep in hell.”

“ Oh no! Oh no!” sweet Jesus then said,
*Oh n ! that never can be,
Fo ' t vere are manv of these infants’ souls
Cryiag vut for the help of me.”

This is the ** Christ-Kiadchen " of Germany
the personification of the love ot children.
Christ in His intant form, loving, watching
caring for other children; and this is the sou
of that old celebration of our L,rd’'s intancy.
which retains its bold so firmly on Germu
beart aad life, while balf-forgotten by other
peoples.
busy workers of every clime, to serve a people
now seized with the annual fever of pleasure-
giving and the planning of surprises

Of all the bright phases of German home
life, and they are by no meaus few, none are
more pleasicg than the celebration of Cbrist-
mas Eve, or, as they call it, the ** Happy Eve.”
The influence of this ocoasion is by no means
epbemeral, for throughout the web of the year'»
experience, whether dark or bright, are woven
as silver threads the forethoughts and atter-
thoughts of the happy Christmas time.

Tbe Uaniversity term bad almost closed.
The ranks of students were growing thinner
as *hey scattered to every point of the com-
pass, eager with bopes, and bappy in the
thought ot the yearly reunion. I stood at the
window ot my lonely room, and peered into
the gatbering darkness, where the pattering
rain sounded on the pavement like muffid
tootsteps of the ghosts of fancy; aod as |
thought of the scenes in the homes of my
friends far away, while I was alone in the land
of the stranger, the mercury gank low in m)
beart's barometer. A quick rap at the door
broke my reverie, and before [ could say
‘“ gome,"” insprang my friend Oscar, with a
glad smile in his face and an open letter in bis
band. ** Carl,” says be, ** I bring you the
greetings of my paren‘s, and an earnest wish
that you should accompany me home to spend
with them the Christmas holidays " And then
with sweet Germaa simplicity be threw bis arms
about my neck and kissed me, as an expression
of joy at the result of bis negotistions, which
bad gone on quite unkaown to the object of
them.

Oscar was the son of a village pastor, and
near the close of bis student lite.. His babits
were regular and diligent, and altogether be
was & rara avis amongst German students, for
be neitber smoked nor cared much tor the
* Lager.” From being acqusintances we grew
into triends and ecompanions, and excbanged
the formsl ** you " for the more genial ** thee "
snd ** thou " of the expregsive Germaa tongue.
The invitation was s pleasaat surprise, and I
was not slow in accepting it, for I would mow
bave a rare opportunity of seeing & real Christ-
mas festival in a genaine German bome.

Christmas fell on Friday that year. Wed-
nesday morning we started, but Oscar bearing
of a cousin's death, left me to continue my
journey alone, while he went to comfort the
affi.cted family. No welcome could be warmer
than that I received when, weary and ba'l sick,
I arrived in the night at the parsonage of Bad-

leb The kind of the dear people
secemed to know no bounds, snd I was shortly
in bed and buried in au ocean of feathers;
teathers above and feathers below, and a seem-
iogly measureless abyss of fearhers all around.
Oh! the comfort of that bed! I feel it yet.
After lying on a bard student’s bed, where one
dare not stretch bi nselt for fear of breaking off
foot board or besd-board, where one can't turn
over without landing on the floor, aod where
the feather tick used as a cover, seems evident-
ly made to keep one warm in spots,—to get

where you seem forever to be sinking into
deeper deptbs of bottomless com fort, and bave
ample room and covering tor feet and shoulde s
and head, alibough kept at their natural dis-
tance from each other,—that's a delight that
would be worth & term of misery to experience.

No wonder that one should sleep soundly and
long, and put in a late appearance in the morn.
ing. For breakfast an inexhaustib e coffve
pot is provided, and kept hot ; on a table stand
cups and saucers, milk and sugar, with long
slices ot coffee-cake. Each person, as the dif-

early or late. belps bimselt to coffee wnd cuke,
so that the late risers need not be conscience-
stricken at keeping the family waiting.

At dioner, however, we all come together,

and now ! can introduce the real dramatis per-
sona of this sketch. In a spacious and neat,
though plain dining-room, stands a long table
At the bead sits the de. ~ old father and pastor,
jolly and stout, L =~ 1.cenance indicative of a
whole magazine of hindness. At bis left. the
mother, 8 perfect reflection of bis own goo
nature, but 8 perfect invalid. Next to him on
right, the place of honour, sits & lank Canadian.
Cben vome three grown daughters, plain but
scrupulously neat, and shining by means of
their goodness and intelligence, —just such as
S:. Paul would glory in; a thoroughly boyish
boy of twelve years. and a pretty little girl ot
three summers. This little lnmp ot bumamty
is as wild as a a deer, romping aed rollicking
through the bouse; she gets into all sorte
ot mischief, but is the pet of all. Her pet
name was ‘ Iby,’ pronounced *‘Eby.' a word
which was constently ringing through the
house, and it took me some time to b ecome ac-
customed to bear ever and snon from geotle
lips, * My darling Eby," ect,, without feeling
an undefinable—well, something. And then
vomes last, but not least, a vidowed auat, who
is really one of the family.
* In alarge room upstairs the famous Christ-
mas tree bad already been enfirmly fixed in a
plank, and after dinoer we young folks went to
work to load it with an iooumerable variety ot
tiny sugar tovs, gilded apples and walouts, and
fluttering gold and silver foil; then' the little
wax tapers were lastaned on the branches, and
we were banished from the place. During the
whole day bands were busy, and mysterious
conversutions were going on, hidden things
were bandled carefully ; everybody bad secrets
to keep from evervbody, and all were on tiptoe
of pleasuresble excitement and expectatioa.

Evening comes. A letter from Osoar tells
us that he cannot arrive till to morrow. Every-
none is sorry, but bhe will not be forgotten,
\fter tes, about seven o'clock, the fatber and
mother go up to the now mysterious room to
«ee the arrangements are all complete. T ey
return, the ring ot a little bell brings the mem-
hers of the family, servants and all iato the
dining room. The two yonngest repeat each
+ little poem, which they have learned for the
nccasion, and then tbey all sing together a grand
Christmas bymn, after which young and old

soul in earnest comprebensive prayer, He
lesves us now for a moment. We bear the
tinkle of a bell, and there is a general stampede
upstairs and into that woodrous apartment.
[t deesa't look like the same place at all. The
simple old room seems transformed into a gor-
geously decorated and brilliantly lighted cave
of the fairies. There, as centre of attraciion,
and only source of light, stands the ** Christ-
baum,’’ with its bundred flames, reflected from
as many gilded apples and nuts, in the dark
setting of fir branches, extending almost to the
oceiling like a pyramid of flaming stars.

But that isa't all. There stands a long
table, which bas come as if by magic, laden
with piles ot presents, useful, ornamental, and
rare. The father takes the members ot the
tamily one by one, by tbe baed, #4nd leads
them to teparate piles on the table. They are
sure to find sometbing for which they bave
been secretly longing, and wonder bow anyone
suspected 1t, and as soon as they find out who
are the donors of the diffcrent articles, they
Ll to thanking and laughing. kissing and
weeping for joy, as they thiak of the love which
prompted this or that gilt, sod the occasion
which settled the choice.

As [ stand looking on in wonderment, and
ba'f-entranced, the fatber takes me by the
band and leads me to a pile of articles at the
end of the long table. Here is a plate heaped
with apples, crowned with a boney cake large
as the plate itselt. Aad then a book, on which
is written ** Dem licben Mr. Eby,” a preuy
book mark, upon which I bad seen busy fingers
working tbrough the day, all uocouscious as I
was of its destination, and a fine engraving ot
Lather's Monument at Worms. These things
may bave cost bot little ; they gave me, never-
theless, as much pleasure a« if they bad been
of far greater value, from the spirit of kindoess
in which they were given.

As soon as the first storm of congratulation
and thanking bad subsided, one atter another
slips out, and returns with some new surprise
for paps or mamma, or aunt, or brotber or sis-
t-r, or the stranger, whereupon the first scene
of amazement and joyous demonstration is re-

pested, over and over again, on a smaller
scale. My pile is increased by the addition of
two articles. First the little boy brings me a
fine cake of —— soap ! and thea my wee name-

into such a place of oightly rest as this was, |

ferent members of the family appear, whether

how before God, whi e the tather pours out bis [ ™=

sake trots up with a piece of flame. rudely
edged and bemmed by ber own chubby bands,
as an accompapiment to her brother's gt
These two articles must not be looked upon as
containing latent hint, but rarher as Fkindly
meant gifts ot things indispensable to a Euro-
pean student or traveller. Atier sinzing a
bymn of Christmas thanksgiving—and [ think
I never beard seeeter sung— the lights were
blown out by means of a long tube, and we
betook ourselves to the soohting featherfs.

Friday, Cbristmas morning, service is beld
" at nine o'clock in the quaiat, cold, old-fashion-
ed church. The good peasant womea came
trooping in, dressed in plain bomespan, with
little black pyramids oo their heads, and the
men with coats extending nearly to their heels,
slit up bebind almost to their shou!ders, and
fortified front and rear with innumerable but-
tons. The sermon was a plain, impressive
gospel message. lo the meantime Osear bad
arrived aud brought us new cheer. Service
again at one o'clock, and then followed a plea-
| sant alternoon of conversation, theological with
the tather, religious with the old ladies, and
about America with them all.

At dark Oscar is bani: bed from the room of
the Christmas tree. The rest all gather in,
and light up the tapers anew, a-d spread bis
presents on the table. At a given signal be
"enters, is greeted by a hearty song. and the
performance of the preceeding evening is re-
peated with variations. ** Oh,” exclaims Os
{car, ** I met with a iriend on the way.” And
ou be goes aod produces one little “present
after another, uatil everyone bears off some
memento of his kinduess and thoughttulness.

Saturday was kept as sacr-dly as Friday.
with religious service and suspension of all
secular work. Sunday was 'be third of the
three Christmastestival days, but was kept
tar less sacredly than [the other two. I no-
ticed work going on that{day that was untouch-
ed on the preceeding two. and I remember par
ticularly that the little boy war despatched
with a piece of money to buy a loaf of bread.
The days of the tollowing week slipped rapidly
by. amid visits, rambles, reading of German
and English, snd music, while the tree, little
by little, was stripped of its sweet and gilded
truits. While reading Dickens' Christmas
stories, io'English, with the young ludies, |
couldn’t belp asking myself how many daugb-
ters of country |astors in Can.da could enjoy
the reading of German tales in the original?
My time was up, and off I started to college
and my books again.

The shadows that were thrown over those
days were few and small, while the good tbat |
received went back with me to Halle, and lin-
g.rs with me to-day, for po sweeter picrure
dwells in my memory than that of my first Ger-
man Christmas in the old Parsonage of Bader-
sleben,

METHODIST MISSIONARY MEETING

A Missionary meeting was beld in the Metb-
odist Church, on Tuesday evening. A bymn
was given out and prayer offered by the Rev:
W. W. Percival. On motion of the R 'v Juhn
Frince, Z. Chipman, E-q, was call-d to the
chair. Mr. Cbipman in a brief speech ¢xprass-
ed ’be pleasure be felt in vresiding at the first
Mi sionary meeti g in 8St. St«phen, under th
Union of the Methodist Church ot Canada, and
was ylad to welcome the gentlemen 'rom 1he
Upper Provinces who bad come to speak on the
subject ol missions,

He first introduced William Glendinniog.
E-q ., ot Montreal, who spoke of the pleasure
which the present visit 1o the Lower Provinces
bad sfforded to the delegati.n. Until now he
bad no idea of the greatness of the Maritim.
Provinces, and be was more than ever aston-
ished at the bigh position which the late union
bad given to the Methodist Church in the Do
wminios. It was often thought by the people,
in the Upper Provinces that Montreal was the
Eastern beginning of Canada, but Halifax was
900 miles east of Montreal, and tbe interven
ing country embraced a fine territory, contain-
ed an enterprising people and a large poptla
tion—facts which beretofore bad been made
little account ot in the Western Provinces. In
addition when be thought of the great West ot
our Dominion, in which thers vas room for
countless millions of population, there was
opened a glorious field for carrying the banner
ot he cross from the Atlaniic to the Pacific
Mr. Glendinning then rpuke of the prevailing
ignorance of the Provioce ot Quebec among the
oue million of subjects there who bad not 1he
gospel in its purity, of the evil influence which
that state of things ex rcised on the politics ot
the country, ot the bl'ghting effect it bad on the
education of the young, and;the nevessity ol
even in a national point of vie , to put forth a
great missionary effurt to reach these people
He said the principal part of educa ion io the
province of Quebec was to teach the Roman
Catholic Catechism, and thit the property of
Protestants was taxed for that purpose, and be
appealed to the people ot the Maritime Provin-
ces to assist them in’ raising those people to »
bigber level. The West, moreaver, presenied
a brillian: prospect and Missionaries were
wanted to carry the glad tidiags of salvation to
the spiritually destitute.

The Cbairman then introduced the Rev.
Alex. Satber and of Montreal, who said that in
bis trip through the Maritime Provinces be had
found out a great desl tbat be did not kuow be-
fore, regarding the resources, bu-iness and
prospects of this section of Canada. The ob
ject of their visit was to give information, to
advance the cause of missions, and to raise all
the money they could. Ia mixing religious and
secular ma ters, they were only tollowing the
example of the Apostle Paul who in’ the last
verse of the 16 Chapter of first Corintbians, ad
monished the C. rinthian Church to abound in
tbe work of the Lord, and in the very first
verse of the next Chapter began by saying
** now concerning the Collection for the Saints.”
The reverend Geatleman then went rapidly

over the history of the Methodist Church in
Canada sioce it became an independent con.
ference, filling in many interesting details as be
went along ; it bad gooe on increasing in influ-
ence and power until now in namerical strength

it was the sirongest Protesiant Church m Can-
[We beg to correct Mr Su herland; a
carelul reterence to the last Canadian “cen-
sus convince him that the Presby-
terian Cburch of Canada under the union

ada
will

|now agreed upon, is numerically the strong-
est Protestant Charch in  Cansda —Ewt-
 Tor ] Speaking ot Cavada be sad be
| he bad beard something in some parts of the
“oouurr_\" about annexation, bat very Little of this
in the lower Provinces. Speaking in a dorder
{town, he did bt know bow the people felt on
this subject, but be might take the opportunity
{ot saying that as the smaller body aleays
| gravitated towards 1he larger and as Canada
prosessed a territory ot 12 000 sqrare miles
more than the Unit-d Siares, the latter, if they
wished annexation might come along. Mr.
| Sutherland then gave some interesting acnounts
| of the Indian Missions on Lake S.mcoe. the
| Lake cfthe two Mountains and on the North
[ Shore of Lake Sapeiior, which embraced some
interesting particulars of Ind.an conversions,
(& He gave a glowing desc iptivo of Mani-
toba, and the North West, which he said em-
braced a tract ol country not excelivd by any
uuder the sun. There was & tract 500 miles
long by 200 wiles wide which might be called
the garden ot the world, It abounded in min«
erals and coa!, whicn by a bappy arrangemeant
ot nature rlways existed togetber. During the
present season a steamer bad gor e up the Sas-
katchewsn trom Like Winnipeg, a dstance ot
a tbousand miler, and there was along the val-
ley of thas river o teriile territory, capable of
of surpportiag 30 or 40 milhons of people—a
country which was worthy of being saved to
Laberity, to Religion and to God. Tow Ta-
dians were 4 race which could be won to the
wde of religion Tbe [ndian troubles in the
United States bad chietly :resulted trom the
lswless acts of desperadoes who sat oo value
on the life of the Iudian, and be put it down to
M issionary «fforis that such trouble~ bad been
prevented in our own North Weste Mr,
Sutherland c.osed with a fine peroration urge
ing his audience 10 ai ! in this good cause.

The tollowing resolu ion was then moved by
Rev. Mt Prince, seconded by Rev. Mr. Taylor
a.d carried :

LR.solved. Thet the thanks of this meeting
bu given 10 the lady collectore of last year, Mise
Euma Crocker, of 8t Siephon, aud Mise T
Nisbet, 0 O Rodye, for 1he Foregin Mol a
Fund, and Muss Fraser of St 8w phen, tor 1he
Howme Mwsion Fund ; and that they be reqrest-
ed 10 act a8 collectors ftor the Geueral Fuad
this year.

1he choir furnished excellent music during

the evening. The meeting closed by the sing-

of the doxology by the eongregstios and th
benedictigaby the Rev. C. W, Duicber.—8¢
tephen Courier,

THE WEEK OF PRAYER, 1875.

The following is the programme for the
Week of Pruyer:—

Suxpay, January 8 —Sermons—Christ, the
ooe Provber, Priess and King.

Moxpay, Jawuary 4 — Thanksgiving and
Confessson,— Roview of the past. Prayer lor
grace (0 express gratitude, not only with the
hp. vut in tbe lite, llowibaion tor personal
and natonal sins. Prayer for the richoess of
mercy and prayer 10 overcome temptation.

Tuksvay, Janaary b —National objuts for
prayer. — For kings and aliin awboruy ; tor
~ailors and soldiers; for tha rich and poor ; for
vriwoners and captives ; tor the offl vied and be-
reaved ; tor the persecuted and oppressed,

Weo~esoay, Jan. 5 —Home Ohj-cta for
Prayer —Qur children at bome, in business
and abroad ; lor tutors and guardins ; tor uni-
versities ard colleges ; for the Clristian minie-
try end Sunday schools.

Tuursoay, January 7.—Home O'jects for
Prayer. — I'be extension of religious hiberty
throughout the wourld ; the prevalence ol peace
~mong nations ; the increwe of barmony, sym-
pathy aod service among Christians of all lands ;
the subordination of internationsl inercourse,
and 1be increase of ce and of
to the spread of Chist's kingdom.

Frioay, Jany. 8—Missionary Objects for
Prayer—For the conversion of the House of
loracl; for the syread of the gospel in beatben
lanus, and for the deliverance of natioos from
the yoke of superstition.

Saturoay, Jam QG Prayer for Religious
Rewiwal.—~On the Cburcbes througbout the
world, for their iucrease in zeal, spirnuslity
aod devotedoess ; and lor & clearer witness for
the truth amoog thew.

Suxpay Jan 10 —Sermons—The essentia
uuity of Christ's Church, and tbe ob'igation—
binding on all its members—10 maoifest it ** in
tbe bouds of peace.”

MR. LATHERN S LECTURE.

The first leeture of the * Eurbetorian Course,’ -
was delivered last Tharsday evening in Lingley
Hall, by the Rev. Jobn Lathern. As the
weather was unfavorable, the Hall was not as
well filled a« it would otherwise bave beenm,
Quite a large oumber, bowever, gatbered in
irom the village and Instirurious.

Tha lecturer 100k a8 bis subj-ct * More thaa
Coronets.” aud procreded to show in what true
nobility ‘consists.  While not wishing to dis-
parage aristocracy in the legst he claimed that
true nobility consiste in monlinesa—tbe old
virtue.” Qur gracious Sovereiga would
doubtless bave been respected as the represents
stive of the English nation, but rbe bas rea-
dered bersell teafold more bonored sad beloved
by the true womauly spirit that sbe bas ever
disp ayed.

Stephenson, Arkwright. Howard and Flor-
ence Nightengale were each referred to a3 ex-
amples of ooble character,

It would take too much space to give & full
sceount ol this interesting production. The
beme itsell noble, was worked out completely
and impressively. His languige was choice,
bis allusions poin ed and bis delivery pleasing.
| Our only regret is that 90 many were preveatr
ed from enjoyiog s0 rare 8 literary treat.

P AW,

Moust Allison, Dee. 8, 1874.~Chig Poss)




