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SOXO OF TUE CHRIS MAS BELLS. 

bt Map. a otarriaLL.

Hark ! those merry Christmas bell»,
How they ring !

Pe .ce on earth, good will to men I—
Thai they aing.

Sintrin? of a Chrii'ma. morn.
And a manger to furl -rn,
Where the Son of Uod wee bom,—

Thaa they airg.

Finning mea«agee of lore,
From the Father high above.
And the Spirit Heuv.nly Dove,—

Thus they ring.
- Singing charity and grace,

Pardoa lor a linful raw,
And a reconciled face,—

Thee they sing.

. Ringing to tve rich and poor,
Chanting gladneee evermore,
C briit l« now the op, n Door —

Thai they stag.

Singing to the rich to be 
Genemue, fur Thou dost are,
And the poor belong to 1 face—

Thus they ling.

Singing enmity ehoald cease,
Love and kindnena too Increase,
Curcuma* la a time of peace,—

Thua they ling.

Ringing out a Christmas ley, • '•
Happiness to all I we eey.
Wishing yoa a merry day,—

Thna they aing.

Hark I those merry Chrittmas belle.
How they ring !

Peer • on eerth, good-will to men —
Thus they sing.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

A SKKMOJf.
Frittered in Centenary Cknrrk. St Jokn, If.B.

Rr Rkv IIirrt Pope, Jg.
" Mtny .h ill run fo and fm and knowledge .hall 

he increased.”—Dan. xil *.
Mtn isnsiurallv ignorant. Hebiipvervfbing 

to l-srn. The Bible re a book of knowledge 
Here we are furni-bed with record» of the peat, 
and revelation» of the future. The text be­
long. to the litter, and raiera fo nurown day» 
Ourtopiu this evening la •• Christian Educa­
tion.” On this auhj-ct three inquire! may en­
gage nur though’», vis. f 

I In whe' doea Christian eduction com in f 
II. What advantages accrue from inch edu- 

tlon. and
III On whom doe» It devolve to provide 

lech education 7
Fir.f —In what does ibis eduction onnaia' P 
The eminent Hooker has defined eduiarion 

tku<— • E location ia the meana by which our 
faculir nl reason is made both the eoonsr and 
better to judge rightly between troth and error, 
good and evil ” This definition will apply to 
Chrl.tt,n education, which embraces intelli 
gennn and cultivation, moral development End 
•pirito ,1 instruction.

1 /ite'le lull rnlh'vilion.
M tu I. endowed with mind aa distinguished 

Iront i a lnct. G id our maker hath made n- 
to know more than the h"a«ti ol the field, and 
asi.er than the fowls ol heaven 

" Bores «non their senith r-»rh,
B it we-e m m in live red olth the sun,
The pttr arch .anil would he living sti I.

* Yet lying, leave hie lesson half unlearnt."
Every human mi nd ie invested with pertain ele­
ment try capacitiea or powers—which in evert 
individual are precisely <be eame in kind though 
dietingul-hed by a large variety in measure nr 
degree. The pom Indian of untutored mind 
roaming the toreet. and herding with the beast, 
ol the field—has every lacultr which gave might 
and mt.terv to the soul ol a Bacon or a Ne1 
ton. The difference between them resting not 
in their con.tiiu ional capacity but ie the 
measure of intel'rcual culture to which they 
have been respectively subjected. A wise edu 
Cation appeal» to all the native power» ol the 
mind—di.ciplmea and instruct» them, and thus 
fin them tor the practical uaet and purpose of 
Lie.

* Moral d vcl-pment.
By mo ol when spoken of God or of man, 

ase understand any order of legislative authori­
ty, or of corresponding accountability. It 
must always answer to same case or question 
Ol government. Moral rule is that ol creatures, 
who can be influenced by intelligent motives 
under laws suitable to them. Moral obedience 
is the c intnrmiiv of such creatures to those 
laws Among such creature» elands man. 
B-sides other ennabling faculties—the human 
pool is endowed with the princely power of 
conscience—ihe function ol conscience I» to 
discern between right and wrong a» distinguish­
ing our own moral disposition and voluntary 
scion—ind the dit position» and voluntary ac­
tions ut cher free agents. In order that the 
de isi ns of conscience be jual End true—there 
must be an authoritative standard ol right and 
wrong. The Bible supplies tbil. It ia found 
bo wli-re else. There ceq1 be no moral im 
prove n-n’ unie»» conscience is reached and in 
lirucied in whs" is right and true.—Natural 
•oience does not do this. There ia no conoec- 

- tion between m-ckanicalppincip/ee and n|oral* 
<#. Mtkmg a «team engine, or weighing e 
planet, Inches or impresses no moral idea, 
Hence, high intellectual refinement—and the 
finest gins ol genius have been, and ere otleB. 
lound Associated with enthralment by the vilest 
ieiiari ity. The Bible instruct» the con.

. tcienee —It teaches moral» in connection with 
fioetnnes and promise». Not only does it in- 
•ulcate our duly—but explaini why it I* our 
duty. Tbit leads us to observe another da- 
ptrimen1 ol culture to which Cbrialiao Educa­
tion joui, a,.,g„ » prominent place, via.

* Spintual instruction.
Men hss been msde capable ol Ood. Ia- 

Writing the moral aa well aa physical effect* el 
‘W original transgression be is alienated Ie 
•ptrit and practice from Oed. The Bible 
•Wrg»» him with rebellion against Ood—end

— I

declares him guilty and condemned. But it 
does more than this. It lurni.he* the grand 
revelation ol divine mercy towards the race, in 
Ihe persou and redeeming work ol the Lord 
lesus Christ. It untold» and enforce» the only 
plan of recouciiation with God—through re- 
pentance lor am, and faith ia Christ—i lustrat­
ed by a life of obedience to the Divine law, 
Tbea- are truth» of awful and everlasting con­
cern—and to know them properly ia of supreme 
moment to all.

Hiving glanced al the import of Christian 
Eduoatioe we pan on to our second inquiry, 
vis.

IE. Wkat advantage* accrue from inch Edu­
cation f

These may he arraaged ia the following or-
ir. via: l. Pereonal advantage». “The Chris­

tian ia the highest style ol man." What a source 
of virtue, strength and happineei does such an 
education aa we have been considering supply I 
He whose mental, moral, aud spiritual nature 
baa been ao cultivated, m«y be said to have the 
freedom of the qnlverse. Nature in all her 
departments ia olten to bia iotdligent inspec­
tion, and responsive to his skillful touch places 
all her material» and force» at her command.

The law ol the Lord ia in his heart "—and 
actuates him in all the relation» ol lile—not 
only shaping hia conduct by ite principle», but 
subjecting hi» appetite and pasaions to il» 
ewav.

Brough- to a right understanding ol hie rela­
tion to God, and eternity—and haring sought 
and found mercy he bee peace with God, hse 
power over sin, is delivered from the fear ol 
death and under all the sorrow» and suffering» 
ol this mortal state ie soothed and supported 
by a well founded hope ol a final home in 
heaven. Besides these there are,

8 Civil advantage».
Man ia made lor society. The character of
community i* determined hy that of the 

individuals who compose it. The comforts and 
conveniences ol life, useful arts, salutary laws, 
and good government on all introduced and 
promoted by Christian Eduoatioe. Ignorance 
ie the negative, and enemv of evervthing good 
end nselql. Under ill htlefol patronage error 
ane evil of evnrv aort grow end II uri-h In 
the darkness of ite night neither lile nor pro- 
party is safe Vice with its debaucheries and 
misery—anarchV with it» ruthlea. mobs—or 
political despotisms with their tyrannies and 
•lives—and ecclesiastical assumptions with 
their fraud» and their dupes—ere born end 
bred in its unhealthr shade. On the other 
hand Chri-tian Education provide» win and 
joat legislators and rulers—and conititufii in­
telligent. conicientinn», and lew-abiding eili- 
l»ni. We have first the Christian,- then the 
Cbriatiee family, then the Cbris'ian common­
wealth. distinguished hr progrès» in learning, 
art, commerce, science, philosophy, end reli- 

All this, that knowledge which is aancti 
fied bv th» tesr and love ot God, will do lor 
the individual and for the na’ure.

Without shin knowledge there can be no 
national atrengih or stability. Permit me in 
enforce these alitement» hy aq'in'Hion frnm 
the pen ol the Isle Rev. R. Wallon. H-
rile»: “To tbia the refined nation» ol anti­

quity beer mournfu1 but instructive testimony 
end whv on e suhj-ct so «olemnly important M 
our children anil to our land, ia not the voie­
nt history regarded F She has written them re­
fined, learned end migh y, but she has recorded 
their vices, and points to their desol itiona.

If learning coul I have prescribed them, whv 
has their science survived their political CEis- 
fence, and whv does it live only in other climes F 
Were they without that knowledge, the attain­
ment of which we have loo olten considered to 
be the chief, or exclusive end ol education F

Were they destitute ol genius and taste, and 
arte end philosophy F In all they ere the con­
fessed modela ol modern nation», and that ante 
haa the highest feme which most aooceastullv. 
though still distantly approach»» them. These 
they wanted not. but they wanted a true reli­
gion, end » people instructed in it.

The politics they ended and adorned were 
built like Babylon, the Capital, of a ■till older 
state with day hardened only in the sun, ami 
which hn long become a mass ol ruin undis­
tinguished from Its parent earth.

They were without perpetuity, because Ibev 
were without the slements of It. The fabric ol 
their grandeur has crumbled down, because it 
was not combined with the imperishable princi 
plea of virtue, and their want of virtue result­
ed from their want ot religion. Shall examples 
ao frequently suggested to our recollection be 
the books ol our boyhood, the srodiea ol our 
riper > eers, end Ihe very term» and allusion» 
of our language, admonish us in vain F Ter. if 
reflection fail to teach u« the absolute inade­
quacy of knowledge, however perfected, to »os- 
tain without the bail» of religion, either the 
virtue» of private li'e. or the weight of national 
infereati, let u« suff-r ou-selres to be aroused 
into conviction bv evidence» which are ocular 
and palpable. Go info your public libraries, 
enriched by the literature of the classical states 
ol ancient times, and see them crowded also 
with the mutilited roubles, brought from the 
fallen muntiuienr» of their greatness, and aavel 
from the final wastes ol time and barbarism, to 
be placed in monitory collocation with the 
•• wisdom of thi» world," mocking ill imbecil 
tty, aa though Providence bad thereby design­
ed fo teach ua. that length of d<ys ia the sole 
gift of that wisdom whose beginning “lathe 
tear of the Lord." end whose greet leaaon ia to 
“ depart from evil." Athens mourning along 
the galleries of oor oublie museums over the 
frail Aegis ol her Minerva, admunishea ua to 
pot our trust within th* shadow ol the impene» 
trahie shield ol the Living God."

(OOXCLUDBD NEXT WEEK.)

Personal —W* are pleased to learn Chat 
the Rev. J. H R tbm.on baa received per­
mission from the Earcu ive Committee of the 
Methodi-t New Conneii ion to take a position 
as e minister in the United Church here, and to I 
accept ol luck work as may be suitable to him 
in oor ranks. Mr. Rubtnaon'a ml vtoe to lb# 
English Superannuated Miniatin' F uod ia un­
affected br ibis irrangement. So Ions i* he 
I* able to labor here be will oootiooe to do ao, 
and when disabled will retire on the English 
fund.—Ma. Wil.

Far Provincial Wesleyan.
■T *. j. IHBXTOX.

* Wherefore, If meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no flesh while the world etandeth, lest I 
make my to brother to offend "—1st Cor. viii. 13.

If Paul had lived at Ihe present day he sore­
ly would hive merited the not very flattering 
epithet, “ old logy," " behind the age," “ very 
lame,’’ •• over aesolus or aome ol the many 
appellation» that are applied to persona, who 
are supposed to have over-sensitive organize, 
tiuna. Looking at it io a modern aspect, in a 
liberal way, we would oiterslly conclude that 
Paul did not use the freedom of which he was 
proud t exult. Aed for inch a weak -eason, 
“ leal I make my brother to offend." What 
Paul ; are you your brother'» keeper F What 
though thy weak brother periab, to bimaelf he 
itandeib or falletb F Why not a free man oae 
year freedom F though it wound the weak ooo- 
acience F What though it acatbe the beset F 
And above ell, though ye lie against Christ. 
Was Paul sane when he wrote that 8th chapter 
of Corinthiens F end if ao, are there no lessons 
that we are alow to learn F Let us enter that 
dining hall in the home ot luxury. The richest 
viands are there. The repeat ia sumptuously 
spread, and added to ill many delicacies there 
ia “that atingeth like a viper and bitetb 
like a serpent." Call to the roaster ol Ihe 
bouse, and call loudly, aa thou wouldst call for 
thy lile ; lor he ia potting the cup to the lips ol 
his neighbor's loo. Yea more tkan that ; for 
the brightness ol • daughter"» lile be ia pre­
paring a cloud that will be dark with a double 
dark teas. Yea, he is lowing the fire-seeds in 
the breast of that youth that will break lortb 
in the quenchless fltines ol intemperance; lur­
ing up with the lurid fire» of cruelty, end die 
■pointing all the lovea and hopes ol her young 
life. Call him not a beartleaa wretch, though 
her brow ia bathed in the crimson of her veins. 
It was her father, her own mother who helped 
to deface the image ot God. It was they who 
bartered away the very life-blood of their 
daughter. It was they who planted thorns 
where roses should have grown Do you lake 
a little wine for your lr-qtient infirmitie». You 
art doubly guilty for you hare led him where 
you dare not plunge. And io very cow­
ardice you stand on the brink ot a precipice, 
saving thus far I go but no further. A thou­
sand times ruber be the violin than the cold­
blooded tipplers, who ere every day peopling 
bell with those who have been led thither with 
their evil influençai. It ia not the low licensed 
grog-shops that are sowing this evil broad-cast. 
It is our dinner partie» io our own homes. It 
n our evening aociala, it ia io the benqueting 
hall» ol our friends, our new year*» reception» ; 
where the young end the pure are Aral an'rap­
ed. Ask not In itilciim. wrapped up io your 
robes ol aelt-indelg-noe, " Am I my brother'» 
keeper." But listen while the smwer ia re 
prated from new mule gravel, and from broken 
hearted mother» at d wive# ; “ The voice of thy 
brother's blood orieth unto thee from the 
ground !" Aed m-think» there are many other 
eays we make our brother» and our aiatera to 
offend. I entered the home of the frugal, in­
dustrious meebtnio. Mine eye rested upon an 
nuncat. yet care-worn face Beside him ail 
ter who had borne with him the burthen in 
the heat of the day. She was younger than be ; 
hut ihe looked many year» hi» »eoior. Her» 
had been a life of ; working and planning, and 
st times she had grown weary io the struggle. 
She bail oo vacant chair and yet the sunshine 
ol her lile bad grown atrangely dark A Iriend 
whispered to me of her conflieti and defeat» 
In the «ante church with her let one of the very 
pious benevolent ladies, who ere to be found in 
tlmo«t every church Mr». M. had wealth, and 
.be «pared it got.

Ihe adornment ot the outward au the dear­
'll object of her heart. She argued lhu« : “ Mr, 
M. i» able to meet thi» expendlture.it is in keep- 
tug with our station ; it is our own to use aa we 
pleaae," forgetting who haa a precedent claim 
on the gold and ailver, forgetting to aaiwer the 
question, “ How much oweat then unto thy 
Lord." But take heed, if by any mean» thi» 
liberty ol your» become a atumblingblouk to 
them that are weak, and «ho wa» a «tumbling 
block to the good »i»ter over the way. The 
tired hand» and wearied brain that toiled all 
day lor life"» necessities, must atill wearily toil 
on through the long evening hour», the evening 
that eats till midnight. She braided, abe 
tucked, ihe frilled, her own bands doing lor 
her wardrobe what Mr». M. imported. And 
thu» it wn life’s aanda ran out ere the noon of 
life, and motherless babes were left to battle 
alone, and il a truthlul epi'aph bad been pot 
upon her tombstone it would have been, “ died 
irom exhaustion, produced by over work, in 
endeavoring to cope with the many Mr». M.'a 
that are scattered over our churches." Sly not 
sister that this view ol society ia touching your 
liberty, nrver. It ia true liberty, it ia true 
freedom, when we an folly inert oor indepen­
dence, when ive so lolly inert our womanhood. 
that we will not add to the already too heavy 
burdens of those, who every day toil lor the 
necessities of life. Better cultivate a li'tle of 
Paul's apirit, and not only the spirit of sacrifice 
but also the spirit of independence, and it we 
can afford to dren etegan Fy, feel becomingly. 
“ Whose adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning ol plaiting the hair and wearing of 
gold, or of putting on apparel. But lei it be 
the hidden man of the heart io that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and qtiet spirit, which in the sight of God, is 
of great price." And if always in the sight of 
God, surely in His sanctuary we ibould eapeci- 
aIIv leal, “ Thou God aeeat ma." II we fully 
realis'd this, would not our hurt» have more 
to do with our bead» than they now have. F or 
I am tain to believe that the excesses ol the 
prelent d»y an not the offspring of the intel 
Irot, unie»» indeed modern intellect» a» well as 
taste» are very beelouded. O for more of the 
apirit ol self-deniel, more ol the free spirit of 
freedom, that would give tbst dignity to oer 
lives that would not need ao much ombellisb- 
ment. That we too, when oor lile work ia 
done, may say aa Paul laid, when the aechor 
ol hi. lile wea drifting ont Into the see of eter­
nity, and hie (rut soul wee beginning to tbrjb 
with on intern* lile, “0 desth where ie thy

sting, O grave when ie thv victory." Yes, 
thanks he unto Old. e teal like Pint's, an ut­
ter lorgetlulnee* of sett, n burning charity like 
hie, is rewarded by en «bandant entrance into 
the kingdom of onr Fsther. O then let ua 
daily seek this old fashioned religion that ia 
always reminding ea that wa ere our Brother’s 
keeper.

«tuerai JRi«reUaa|.
(From th*Canadian Methodist Migrait*.) 

MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY.

IT THE REV. C S. EBV, B.A.

Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-Eight wu fast 
becoming an old year. The sowing# ol spring 
and th# reaping» ot summer bad been rapidly 
followed by the aero and veltow leal ; and now. 
giant hire limbs trembled in the chilling rain, 
ipirse locks were becoming more gray, and 
naiure was weaving a shroud The hurrying 
crowd in the dirty old streets of Halle trampl­
ed the melting anew into alush and mud. The 
air seemvd dismal and drear, a d.mpening fog 
penetrated the warmest fabric of the weaver, 
and pierced even the marrow ol the string-r s 
bones. But there wu a brightness and a 
cheer in the lace» of Germans, which told ol 
warm thought» and k-odly impulses, fashiooed 
and welded at love"» forge in the heart.

The old market place and the crooked street- 
became almost a forest of evergreen trees of 
every eise, Irom the tiniest shrub to the tower­
ing sapling, which were shortly fo iVsurish end 
bear a wondrous fruit in e thousand bomei, 
Irom the rude hut ol the begg«r to the eut le 
ol noble». The baker abopa displayed a lavish 
quantity of the eaka that ia annually made to 
represent the Cbrist-Kindchen,* and around it 
confectionery of every ahapn and every hue. 
remembrancers of the marvelloot atory of the 
Incarnation, and souvenirs ot the wondrou- 
manger. Shops, and booth», ard market stall- 
teemed with unlimited store*, and an eodlea- 
variety of trinkets, and ornaments, and usetoi 
article» of every description suitable for pre 
-ents, from the oostlieat robe of ailk to th* 
bead-embroidered alipptrs; plaything» and 
rare thing», brought together Irom the toilet, 
of Siberia, the glees blowers of Bohemia 
thewood carrera of Schwarswald, and the

• The reader of German Christmas atorie, 
haa, do doubt, often wondered what was menu 
by the “ Cbrist-Kindchen " or “ Christ Child.' 
and the “ Cbriet-baum " or " Cbrist-lree," 
and if you were to ask the Germans themselves 
they would probably be as much puaaled a- 
yourself. Many modern German», especially, 
perhaps, convert» to Methodism, and other- 
who have gone farther from Medieval time, 
and usage» than Luiberne and Roman Catbo 
lies, have given up the terms as irreverent and 
belittling to Ihe Saviour. After atudiing th, 
matter somewhat, however, I confess I cann t 
sympathise with thi. feeling, end would retail 
the old names. The “ Gbriei-Kindcben " i, 
the Christ ol the old legends, when as a boy 
long before entering on His great public work, 
the inherent Divine Power turned even hi- 
play into the working ol miraoles. It is an ex 
pression ol that Chri.t-spirii, described in ai 
old ballad, where He i- represented •» wi.hiru 
to p or with certain children, and they rudely 
rep die him a. follow. :—
" Nay, nay, we are lor s a-d ladies’ sons,

Thou art meaner than us all ;
Thou art ut a oil y lair maid's ch Id,

Born io an oV. stall."

Having told His mother the insult—
" Then," said she, " go down to yonder town.

As far as the h"ly well.
Aid then take u i ness 11finis' souls 

And dip them deep ia hell."

•• Oh no I Oh on !" sweet Jeeoi then raid,
“ Oh n . I that nev-r can he,

Fo t 'era are man, of these intents' seals 
Crying oat for the help of me."

This ie the “Ohrist-Kiodchen " ol Germany 
the personification of the love ol children. 
Christ in His intent form, loving, waicbing 
tiring for other children ; end this is Ihe sou 
ot that old ceh-braiion of our Lird'a infancy, 
wbith retains in hold so firmly on Get mat 
heart and life, while ball-forgotten by oibei 
people».
busy worker» of every clime, to serve a people 
now aeixed with the annnal fever ol pleraure- 
giv'ng and the planning ol surprise»

Of all the bright pbraea of German home 
life, and they are by no meana few, none are 
more pleasing than the celebration of Cbri,i- 
mil Ere, or, aa they call it, the “ Happy Ere.’" 
The influence of thi» ocouion i« by no means 
ephemeral, for throughout the web of ihe year", 
experience, whether dark or bright, are woven 
as silver threads the forethoughts and alter- 
tbooght» ot the happy Christmas time.

The University term bad almost closed. 
The rank» ol aiudenta were growing thinner 
aa they scattered to every point of the c >m- 
para, eager with hope», and hippy in the 
thought of the yearly reunion. I stood at the 
window ot my lonely room, and peered into 
the gathering darkness, where the pattering 
rain sounded oo the pavement like mufBtil 
lootsteps of the ghosts of fancy; aod ai I 
thought of the scenes in the homes of mi- 
friends far away, while I was alone in ihe land 
of the etranger, the mercury rank low in my 
heart'» barometer. A quick rap et the door 
broke my reverie, and before I could ray 
“ oome," in ipriog my friend Oicar, with a 
glad «mile in hi» face end an open letter in his 
hand. “Carl," raya he, "I bring you the 
greeting» of my paren », and an earnest wish 
that you should accompany me home to spend 
with them the Cbriiimra holiday» " And then 
nilh «weal German simplicity be threw bis arms 
about my nick and kissed me. as an expression 
ol ioy at the ratult ot bia negotiations, which 
hnd gone oo quite unknown to the object el 
them.

Oscar was the ion of • village pastor, and 
near the clow of his student life.. Hia habits 
were regular and diligent, end altogether be 
wea • rare avie amongst German »tudenia, for 
be neither smoked oor cared much lor the 
“ Lager." From being nrqusintencea we grew 
into Iriends and eompanioe». and exchanged 
the formal " yen " tor the more genial •' thee ” 
end “ then " ot the expreyiv* German longue. 
The invitation wea n plaisant surprise, and I 
was not alow in sooepting it, 1er I weald new 
here » rare opportunity of seeing s real Christ- 
■as festival in e genuine German hew.

Christmas fell on Friday that year. Wed­
nesday morning we atarted. but Oicar hearing 
ol a cousin's death, left me to continue my 
journey alone, while he went to comfort the 
affl'Cied family. No welcome too Id be warmer 
than that I received when, weary and had sick, 
I arrived ie the eight nl the parsonage ol Bid- 
eraleben. The kindness of the dear people 
aeemed to know no boned», Mid I was shortly 
in bed end buried in so ocean et leather» ; 
leather» above and leathers below, aod • seem­
ingly measureless abyaa of fea'bars all around. 
Oh I the comfort of that bed ! I feel it yet. 
Alter lying on n hard atudeet’e bed. where one 
dare not alrelcb Id «rail for fear of breaking off 
loot board or head-board, where one can’t torn 
over without leading on the floor, and where 
the feather lick used aa a never, aeern» evident­
ly made to keep one warm in apots,—to get 
into such s place of nightly rest as this was, 
where yon seem forever to be aink og into 
deeper drpthe of bottomless com tort, and have 
ample room and covering tor feet aod aboulde a 
ami head, although kept at their naieral dis­
tance from each other,—that's a delight that 
would be worth a 'arm ol misery to experience.

No wonder that oee should sleep soundly and 
long, and pot in a late appearance in the morn 
ing. For breakfast an ineahanstib e coffee­
pot ia provided, and kept hot ; on a table aland 
cupa and saucers, milk and sugar, with long 
alien ol coffee cake. Each person, ea the dif­
férent members of the family eppeer, whether 
early or lete. help! himself to coffee and cake, 
ao that the late risers need not be conacieoce- 
alricken at keeping the family waiting.

At dioner, however, we ell come together, 
and new I can introduce the real drtmalu per­
sonal ot this sketch. Ie a apaciou. and neat, 
though plain dining-room. Hands a long table 
At the heed sits the dr- - old father and pulor, 
jolly end aient, l «■ luiiuianoe indicative of n 
whole magasine el kuuiiwin. Al bia left, the 
mother, a perfect ivfleciion of bia own goo 
■ «ten. bet a perfect iovelid. Next to him on 
right, the place of hoeoer, sits a lank Canadian. 
Then oome three grown daughters, plein but 
•crupulooaly neat, end ahining by means ol 
'heir goodness and intelligence.—just such as 
St. Paul would glory in ; a thoroughly boyish 
hoy of twelve years, and a pretty little girl of 
three summers. This little lump ol humanity 
is as wild as a a deer, romping sed rollicking 
through the bouse; ihe gets into nil sorts 
ol mischief, but ia the pet of nil. Her pet 
name wea • Iby,' pronounced ‘Eby.’aword 
which waa constantly ringing through the 
house, and it took me aome lime Io h eoome ac­
customed to besr ever and noon from gentle 
lip», • My darling Ebv,’ eot , withonl feeling 
an uodefloablf— well, something. And then 
cornea last, but not least, a widowed aunt, who 
ia really oee of the family.
• In a large room upstairs the famous Christ­
mas tree bad already been enfirmly fixed in a 
plank, end Biter dinoer we young folks wont to 
work to loid it with an iooumerable variety ol 
tiny sugar tori, gilded apple» and walnut», aid 
fluttering gold and ailvar foil; then the little 
wax taper» ware Intoned on the branches, and 
we were banished from the place. During the 
whole dey banda were busy, and mysterious 
nonverastioni were going on, bidden thing» 
were handled carefully ; everybody bad secrets 
to keep from avervbody, and all were on tiptoe 
of pleasure.ble excitement end exp'ditioe.

Evening comes. A letter Iron Oteer telle 
m that he cannot arrive till to marrow. Every­
one ia sorry, but he will not be lorgmt«n. 
Xfter tea, about aeven o'clock, the lather end 
mother go up to the now mysterious room to 
tee the srrangemeote are all complete. T tey 
return, the ring ol a little bell brings the mem­
ber» of the family, servant! aed all into the 
dining room. The two youngest repeat each 
t little poem, which they have learned for the 
occasion, and then they all sing together» grand 
Christian hymn, after which young and old 
how before God, whi e the lather pour» out bis 
soul in earnest comprehensive prayer. He 
le.vea us now for a moment. We bear the 
tinkle of s bell, nnd there ia a general stampede 
upstair» and into tbst wondrous apsrtroent. 
It doesn't look like the aaroe place at all. The 
simple old room seems transformed into a gor- 
geomly decorated and brilliantly lighted cava 
ol the fairies. There, as centre of nttracion, 
and only aource of light, «lands the “Christ- 
bium," with ill hundred flames, reflected from 
ai manr gilded epples end nuts, ie the dark 
ratting ol fir branches, extending almost to the 
railing like a pyramid of Aiming atari.

But that isn't all. There atnnds • long 
table, which bra come as if by magic, laden 
with pile» of presents, useful, ornamental, and 
rare. The father takes the members ot the 
taraily one by one, by the haod.^gnd feeds 
them to seperate piles ou the table. They are 
aura to find aomething for which they have 
b-en secretly longing, and wonder bow anyone 
suspected it, and « soon as they find oet who 
era the donor» ol the different articles, they 
ldl to thinking and laughing, kissing and 
weeping lor joy, ra they tbiok ol the love which 
prompted this or that gilt, and the occasion 
which rattled the choira.

As I stand looking on io wonderment, and 
ha'I entrinwd, the father takes me by the 
bind and leads me to a pile of articles at the 
end of the long table. Here ia a plan heaped 
with epples, crowned with a honey cake large 
a. the piste Itself. Aod then a book, on wbick 
ia written “ Dem licb-n Mr. Eby," a pretty 
book mirk, upon which I bad seen busy fingers 
working through the dey, all uneouscioua es I 
wa» of in destination, and a fine engraving of 
Lntber'i Monument nt Worm». Thera thing» 
may have coet bnt little ; they gave me, never- 
tbele»», ai much pleasure »< if they hid been 
of far greater value, Irom the spirit of ktndoes» 
in which they were given.

A» soon as the first norm of congratulation 
and thanking bad subsided, one after mother 
•lip» out, nod return» with rame new surprise 
for pip* or mamme, or nnnt, or brother or sis- 
t-r, or the stranger, whereupon the first araoe 
of smasement and joyeoa demonstration ia re­
peated, over and over «gain, on n «mailer 
•cale. My pile U increased by the additioe of 
two article». First the tittle boy bring» me a 
Inn cake ol------wap ! nod then my wee Man-

sake trots up with a piece ol Hume ruJrlr 
edged and hemmed by her own rhuhhv hand.. 
11 an accompaniment to her brother's gilt 
These two articles must not he looked upon a. 
containing latent hint, but ra'hir a» kù-illy 
meant gilts el things indi.pen-abie Io a Euro­
pean student or traveller Alter pinging a 
hymn of Christmas thanksgiving—and I think 
I never heard a*rater sung— the ligbla were 
blown out by mean» of a long lube, and we 
betook ourselves to the soohiing featbef».

Friday, Christmas morning, service is held 
at nine o'clock in the q iaiot. cold, old-fashion­
ed church. The good peasant women came 
trooping in. dressed in plain bom-spun, with 
little black pyramids oo their beads, and the 
men with coati eaiendlng neatly toth-ir bvt-ls, 
alit up behind almost to their shoulders, and 
fortified front and rear with innumerable but- 
tool. The sermon was a plain, impreaaive 
grape! message. Io the meantime <)»e«r had 
arrived aud brought us new cheer. Service 
again nt one o'clock, and then followed a plea- 
sent alternoon ot conversation, theological with 
the lather, religious with the old ladies, etui 
about Ameriea with them all.

At dark Oscar is bani- bed from the room ol 
the Christ teas tree. The real all t at her in. 
and light ep the taper» anew, a d spread bia 
presents oe the table. At a given lignai be 
entera, ia greeted by a hearty long, and the 
performance of the proceeding evening ie re­
peated with variations. “ Oh," exclaim» Os 
car, “ I met with e Iriend on the way." And 
ou be goes and produces one little present 
after another, eotil everyone beers off some 
memento ol bia kindeeaa and thoughtfulness.

Saturday was kept as sacr-dly as Friday, 
with irligioos service end suspension of all 
racoler woik. Sunday wea 'be third ol the 
three Christmaajleitivnl days, but waa kept 
far less sacredly than jibe other two. I no­
ticed work going on that^dey that was untouch­
ed on the proceeding two. end I remember par 
ticularly that the little boy was despatched 
with a piece of moniy to buy • loaf el bread 
The day» ol the following week «lipped rapidly 
by. amid visita, rambles, rendtug of Oermsn 
and English, and tnuaie. while the tree, little 
by little, waa stripped of ill sweet and gilded 
Iruita. While reading Dickene' Cbrisima- 
•tories, io'Englisk, witk the young l.dtra, I 
couldn't help asking myself bow many daugh­
ters ol country i sitora in Cen .da could enj.tv 
the reading of Certain tale» io the original F 
My time waa up, and off I atarted to college 
nnd my hooka again.

The ahedowa that were thrown over those 
days were few end email, while the good that I 
received went back with me to Hells, and lin- 
gira with me to-day, lor no sweeter picture 
dwells in my memory than that of my fini Gar 
man Christmas in the old Parsonage .el Bsdar- 
alabta.

METHODIST MISSIONARY MEETING

A Missionary merting wu held in the Meth­
odist Church, on Tuesday evening. A hymn 
wea given out end prayer offered hr the Rev. 
W. W. Percivsl. On motion oftb»- R v John 
F rince, Z Chipmin. E q , was call-d to lb. 
chair. Mr. Chipmin in a brief speech express­
ed ’he pleasure be felt in tresiding at the first 
Mi sionary meeti g in St 8i-phen. under tin 
Union of the Methodist Church ol Canid., end 
was glad to welcome the gentlemen 'rum the 
Upper Provinces who had come to apeak on the 
.object ol missions.

lie fini introduced William Glend'nnieg. 
E t| , ol Montreal, who spoke ol Ihe pleesuie 
which the present visit to the Lower Provinces 
had afforded to the delegation. Until now be 
bad no idea ol Ihe greatness el the Maritime 
Province», and be waa more thin ever esion- 
ished at the high position which the late union 
had given to the Methodist Church in the Do 
miniou It wai often thought by Ihe people, 
in the Upper Provinces that Montreal was the 
Eistern beginning of Canids, but Halifax was 
900 milea east ol Montreal, and the interven 
ing country embraced a fine territory, contain­
ed an enterprising people and a large popela 
lion—facta which heretofore bad been made 
little account ol in thi Western Province». In 
adddioo when be thought ol the great West ol 
our Dominion, in which there eas room for 
count leas million» ot population, there was 
opened a glorious field for carrying the banner 
ol he croee Irom the Atlan'ic to the Pectfic. 
Mr. tileodiening then rpuke of the presetting 
ignorance of the Provioce ol Quebec among the 
oue million ol «objecta there who bad not the 
gospel in its purity, ol the evil influence which 
that itate of things ex rcirad on the polit ice ot 
the country, ot the bl gbtiog effect it had on the 
education of the young, and.tbe necessity ol 
even in a national point of yie , to pot lorth • 
great missionary effort to reach the.# people 
He «lid the principal part of edeca ion io the 
provioce ol Quebec waa to teach the Rumen 
Catholic Catechism, and tbit the property ol 
Protestant* was taxed for that purp >«e, end hi 
appealed to the people of the Maritime Provin­
ces to assist them io raisieg those people to e 
higher level The West, moreover, presented 
a brilliant prospect and Miiaioueriea were 
wsuted to carry the glad tidiogs of salvation to 
the spiritually deatitute.

The Chairmen then introduced the Rev. 
Alex Sut her sod of Montrexl, who eatd that in 
bis trip through the Maritime Provinces he had 
found out a great deal that be did not know be­
fore, regarding the resources, burinera end 
prospects of this section of Canada. The ob 
ject of their visit waa to give inlermation, to 
advance the cause ot miaiions, and to raise all 
the money they could. In rolling religious and 
secular roa ters, they were only following the 
example of the Apoetle Paul who in' the last 
verse ol the 16 Chepter of first Corinthian», ad 
monished the C rieihian Church to abound in 
the work of the Lord, and. in the very first 
verra of Ihe next Chapter began by ea/ing 
“ now eouwrning the Collection for the Sainte." 
The reverend Geetlemao then went rapidly 
over the history of the Methodist Church in 
Caeade since it became no independent con 
leraDee, filling in many interesting detnila aa he 
went along ; it had gone on ioereiaiog in influ­
ença nod power until new in nomniiesl strength
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it we* the strongest Pioir.iant Church tn Can­
ada [We beg to correet Mr Su hrrland ; a 
cretol relerenee to the tail Canadian cen­
sus will convince him tbst the Presby­
terian Church of Canada under the union 
now .creed upon, i. numerically the strung- 
eat Prutestint Church in Canada —Edi­
tor ] Speaking ol Caeade he raid he 
be had heard .oiuethmg tu sum- parta ol the 
country about ennesalioe, but very little ol this 
io the lower Prorineea. Speaking in e border 
town, he did t6»i know how the people fell on 
tbii aohject, but be might take the opportunity 
ol in mg that aa the emallrr body always 
gravitated towards the larger- and aa Canada 
pro»e»«rd a territory ol 18 0U0 square mile# 
mure than the Unit’d State*, the latter, if they 
wished annrs.uon might come along. Mr. 
Sutherland then gave some inti res' mg accounts 
of the Indian Ml.-ton. on Lake S meoe. the 
Like cf the two Mountains and on the North 
Shore of Like Superior, which embraced .ome 
interesting particulars 01 Ind.an con «errions, 

He gave * glowing dee ipti-.o ol Mani­
toba. and the North West, which he said em­
braced a tract of country not noelb-d by any 
under the sun. There waa a tract 600 mtlra 
long bt 200 miles wide which might be called 
the garden ot the world. It abounded in min­
erals and coal, wbicn by a happy arrangement 
ol nature always exist'd together. During the 
present aea-on a steamer had goto up the Sas­
katchewan Irom Like Winnipeg, e durance ot 
e thousand miles, end there wa. along the val­
ley ol that river 1 It rule territory, capable of 
of surpporlieg 80 or 40 million, of people—a 
country which waa worthy ot being sited to 
Ltberiiy, to Religion and to God The In­
dian. were a raw which could be woo to the 
•tde ol religion The Indian trouble» in th# 
Unit'd Slates had chnfly resulted Irom the 
Iswle»» eot. of de.peradoea who ail no velu# 
on the file of the Indien, end he pet it down to 
Missionary tffort• that such trouble- bed brae 
prevented io our own North Weal- Mr, 
Sutherland o oeed with a fine peroration erg- 
mg hia audience 'o ei I in iht. good cause.

The lollnwing résolu ton we- then moved by 
R-v. Mi Prime, arcooded by R.v Mr. Taylor 
a .d carried :

ii retard. Thgt the thank, of this meeting 
bu given to the, lady cullict-u. ol la.t year, Mira 
Knntia Crocker, ut St. Stephen, anti AI'.. T, 
Nt-bet, o Out R dge, for the Foregiis Musi in 
Fund, and Ml. Fraser of St Sn phen, lor the 
llitine Mission Fund ; and that they be rvq teet- 
ed to act a. collector» fur the General Feed 
this year.

I he choir furnished excellent music during 
the evening, fjye meeting dosed by the aing- 
of lb. doauiog/ey the eongregatina nnd th 
benedict ipyty the Rev. C. W, Dateber.—ff*- 

trpken Courier.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER, 1876.

The following ia the programma ter the 
Week ol Prayer:—

Sunday, January 8 —Sermoni—Christ, Ihe 
one Pruubef, Priest nnd King.

Mordit. January 4 —Tkankegiving and 
Conftueon.— K view ol the peat. Prayer lor 
grace to rapreaa grain edit, net only with the 
lip. but in the life. Humiliation tor personal 
«nd national aina. Prayer 1er the ricbeew el 
mercy and prayer to overcome templet ten.

Tutteutr. J»nutry 6 —National ohjoU for 
proper. - Fur king* and all in authority ; 1er 
-ad ira and .oltlier.; lor lb* rich and poor; 1er 
t rt.onere and captive. ; lor the .ffl vied and be­
reaved ; lor the persecuted and oppressed.

WxD.iReiiiT, Jan 6 —Home Obj et» for 
Prayer —Our children at bum*, iu hu.niera 
•nd a breed ; lor tutor» and guardi in. ; lor uni- 
vet.ilwa ami colleges ; for the Christian minis­
try rod Sumlay schools.

THUtiaoar. January 7 — Borne 0'jecte for 
Prayer — I be eaten,ion ot religious liberty 
throughout the world; the prevslei.ue ol peate 
• mong nations; ihe tncrene el harmony, «ym- 
pat by and service among Christians of all laeda ; 
the subuidinstioo of inieroatiooal m ercourse, 
end the increase ol commerce end of aotenee 
to the spread of Chill's kingdom.

FkidaV, Jaoy. S — Mietvmaiy Objerte far 
Prayer—For the conversion ol th# House of 
Israel; for ibe agreed of the gospel in beeibeo 
lanos, and for tb* deliverance ol nelioos from 
the yoke of «upeniiiion.

SituatiaT, Jatk Prayer for Religion» 
ficsirat—U» tb* Churches throughout the 
world, lor their increase in seel, spirituality 
and dcvotediiess ; and lor a clearer wiioew 1er 
ibe truth among them.

Suroît Jan 10—Sermon»—The essentia 
unity ol Christ's Church, and the ob'igation— 
binding on all its members—to manliest it “ in 
ibe bonds ol peace."

MR. LATHERS S LECTURE.

The first lecture of the • Eurbeforian Course,' 
was delivered last Thersdsy evening in Lingley 
H.II. by the Rev. John Lsibern As the 
weather w«, unfavorable, ibe Hell waa not ea 
well filled ». it would otherwise baee been. 
Qnte e large cumber, however, gathered in 
irom the village and Instiiu'iowf.

The lecturer look aa bis auhj-ct ' More than 
Coronets.’ aud proceeded to show in what true 
nobility ’consists. While not wishing to die- 
piragn erisiocr»cy in the 1-n-t he clsnned tbst 
true nobility constata in monlintet—the old

virtue." Our gr.cioui Sovereign would 
doubtless hive been re-pi-cted aa the represent­
ative ol the English nation, but rbe haa rue- 
dered beraell tenfold more honored eed beloved 
by the true eomanly «pint that abe hna ever 
diap eyed.

Stephenson, Arkwright. Howard and Flor­
ence Nightengale were each referred to *« la- 
amples ol ooble character.

It would take loo much «para to giro a lull 
account ol this interesting production. Thu 
heme itself nobla, was worked out completely 

and impressively. Ilia langutge was chon*, 
bis allusions pain ed and bis delivery pleasing. 
Our only regret ia that ao many were prevent­
ed Item enjoying an rare» literary treat.

P A. W.
Mount Allison, Dae. 8, 1874,—Ckig Pott]


