
TIIE WESLEYAN. ACC.CST 2,

* <1

domestic.
(From Royal Gazette Extraordinary, July 20. J

DELEGATION TO CANADA.
MR. HOWE’8 REPORT.

Amiieimt, July 20th, 1861.
Sib,—The négociation», which 1 was charged j 

to cond ucl with the Government» of Canada and 
New Brunswick, haring been brought to a close, 
in & final Conference held with the Delegate 
trom the latter Province this afternoon, 1 lose no 
time in submitting, for the information of His 
Honor the Administrator of the Government, a 
Report of my proceedings under the Commission 
and Instructions with which 1 was honored by 
His Excellency Sir John Harvey.

You are aware that His Excellency Sir Ed­
mund Head had selected the Hon. B. Chandler 
to represent the Government of New Brunsw ick 
et Toronto, and that it had been arranged that 1 
was to meet him at Dorchester on the 1st of

As I had *> pass through the County of Cum­
berland, where the Bill, pressed so earnestly on 
the Legislature at its Inst Session, originated ; 
and as it was more than probable that public opi> 
Dion in New Brunswick would be largely influ­
enced by the decision of that County against the 
measure, and in favor of the proposition made by 
Her Majesty's Government, 1 deemed it to con- 
list with my duty to invite, in the Shire Town, 
the most ample diseussidn of the whole subject.
1 therefore addressed a letter to the Cualos ftotu- 
lorum ol Cumberland, acquainting him with my 
intention to attend any meeting that might be 
called for that purpose.

On reaching Amherst I found that a meeting 
had been convened, and that a very numerous 
and respectable body of the leading men of Cum­
berland crowded the Court House. fWie result 
of in animated discussion, which extended over 
several hours, was an almost unanimous decision 
to sustain the views and policy ol Uie Govern­
ment.

At Amherst I received invitations to attend 
two meetings in the County of Westmoreland, 
New Brunswick, and another in the County ol 
Kent : ttie.former 1 accepted, as the places nam­
ed lay upon my route—the latter 1 was compel­
led to decline. The unanimity of feeling dis­
played at Dorchester, and at the Bend ol Petico- 
diac, convinced me that the rural population ol 
New Brunswick only required information ; and 
that, when the subject came to be fully discussed, 
their support would he given to any lair modifi­
cation of the terms which the Legislature had 
■ejected.

An experiment on the City of St John appear­
ed to offer less assurance of success. The otiice 
hearers and agents of the Portland Company re­
sided there, and (brined, with their friends, cli­
ents and stockholders, an organized combination. 
A large portion of the press had taken its tone 
from these gentlemen ; and, tor many weeks, the 
propositions contained in^Mr. Hawes's letter, 
and the general policy of this Government, 
had been discussed in a spirit, which was cer­
tainly not calculated to ensure me u very cordial 
reception. When 1 entered lhe city I was assur­
ed that there would riot be three exceptions to 
the unanimity with which the offers ol Her Ma­
jesty's Government would he rejected and con­
demned. The result of the discussion which en­
sued, at a public meeting to which I was invited 
by the citizens, may be gathered from the altered 
tone of a very influential portion of the press, 
and from the fact that the promoters of the Port­
land Company have postponed further proceed­
ings until the 20th of August “ It is evident," 
says the Editor of the freeman, (a journal origi­
nally hostile—still doubtful, hut luilhtully inter 
preting the prevailing s/nliineM ol tile commu­
nity,) “ that the public mind is excited by the 
magnificent proposal ol Earl Grey, as interpret­
ed by Mr. Howe and others.'1

Having attended three meetings within His 
Excellency’s Government, 1 deemed it but res ; 
pectful to proceed to Fredericton, and explain to ; 
Sir Edmund Head the reasons by which I had I 
been influenced, and the general vieWs which 1 j 
entertained. These explanations were regarded ! 
as satisfactory, and I received from llis Excel 
lency very gratifying marks of confidence and 
consideration.

On reaching St. Andrews, on my way to tlm 
United States, I was met by a deputation, with a 
request that I would address a public inerting at 
that place m the following day. 'I hough appre­
hensive th* the interest which the people of St 
Andrews naturally felt in the success of their own 
Railroad, might place them in'hostility to the 
inter-colonial lines, 1 consented to attend the 
meeting, and received, at its close, the most sat­
isfactory assurances, trom a very large assem­
blage of all ranks and classes, that no mere lo 
cal interests, or predilections, would induce St 
Andrews to place herself in opposition to a great 
scheme of intercolonial policy and improvement.

The charge having been frequently made, that 
the Government of Nova Scotia had broken failli 
with the Portland Convention, and much pams 
having been taken to persuade the people ol that 
city that the North American arid European line 
had been abandoned, it appeared very desirah e 
that the conduct of this government should he 
vindicated, and its policy clearly explained to the 
leading men of tins Iriendly anil very interesting 
community. Mr. Chandler a inf myself spent 
nearly a day at Portland, on our way to Canada.

' John A. Poor, E«quire, one of the most active 
members of the Convention, rejoined us at To­
ronto, and wee.xchangec Irank explanations with, 

»and received much courusy from that gentleman

and liis friends, on our return. Misconceptions, 
previously entertained, were dispelled by these 
friendly conferences. Mr Hautes s letter of tile 
10th March ; Earl Grey 's despatch of the 14th, 
addressed to the Governor General, with copious 
extracts from the correspondence between the 
Imperial and Colonial Governments, have been 

shed and extensively circulated in the State 
rif Maine. Assuming that lire policy explained 
to them will be acted upon in good faith, and 
“that the Provinces of New Brunswick and No­
va Scotia will, in some mode or other, most agree­
able to themselves, carry out the plan of a con- 
tin nous line of Railway from the boundary of 
Maine to the eastern shores of Nova Scotia,” all 
opposition to our policy lias been wikely with­
drawn by the people of Portland, who are now 
appealing to the legislature and citizens of Maine, 
to come promptly forward and supply the means 
to complete that poitim of the line which is to 
extend from Bangor to the boundary of New 
Brunswick.

Mr. Chandler and myself reached Toronto on 
the 15th June, and during our stay at the seat of 
government, received from His Excellency the 
Governor-General—from the Speakers of the 
two Houses of Parliament—from the Members ol 
Administration, and from the Mayor and Citi­
zens of Toronto generally, such marks ol distinc­
tion and courtesy ns assured us ol the very high 
estimation in which the Provinces we represent­
ed were held. «

Invited to take seats in Council on the loth, 
we were at once assured of the cordial co-opera­
tion of the Government ol Canada—of the read! 
ness of the Administration to accept the terms 
offered by the Imperial Government, am! to 
unite with Nora Scotia in meeting the difficulties 
presented in New Brunswick, by such fair modi­
fication of those terms as would enable Mr. 
Chandler to secure the co-operrtion of that Pro­
vince. It is due to that gentleman to elate, that 
he inesle no importunate demands—explained the 
position- of hi» government, and the prevailing 
aentiment of the country, frankly, and then left 
it to the discretion and good feeling of the Con­
ference to determine to what extent the peculiar 
aspects of New Brunswick should be considered, 
and aid given to that Province, in the construc­
tion of one of her great lines, to enable her to 
complete them both.

If New Brunswick maintained an antagonistic 
position, it was clear that neither the line to the 
St. Lawrence nor that to Portland could he ac­
complished, the proposition of the British Gov 
eminent would in that case have to he rejected, 
arid the three Provinces be driven, in had tem­
per, and at ruinons rales of interest, to carry or. 
their internal improvements without mutual 
sympathy nr co-operation.

To obviate this state of things appeared to all 
parties most desirable ; and,at length,Mr. Chand 
1er was empowered to invite the co operation of 
his Government, upon these terms, it being un­
derstood that the Governments of Canada and 
Nova Scotia were to he bound by them if New 
Brunswick acquiesced:

That the line from Halifax to QnebFc should 
lie made, on the joint account anil at the mutual 
risk of the three Provinces, ten miles of Crown 
Land along the line being vested in a joint Com­
mission, and the proceeds appropriated towards 
the payment of the principal and interest of the 
sum required.

That New Brunswick should construct the 
Portland line, w th the iumls advanced by the Bri­
tish Government, at her own risk.

That Canada should, at her ow n risk, complété 
the line from Quebec to Montreal, it being under 
stood that any saving which conld he effected, 
within the limits of Uie stun which I he British 
Government are prepared to advance, should be 
appropriated to an extension of the line above 
Moot real.

That, on the debt contracted, on the joint ac­
count of the three Provinces, being repaid, each 
should own the line w.thin ils own territory.

it was also understood that Canada would with 
draw the general guarantee, offered for the con­
struction ol Railways in any direction, and that 
lier resources should be concentrated upon the 
main Trunk Line, with a view to an early com­
pletion of a great Inter-colonial Highway, on: 
British Territory. , from Halifax to Hamilton 
from whence to Windsor, opposite to Detroit,the 
Great Western Company of Canada have a line 
already in course of construction.

Tins policy having been arranged, it became 
very desirable that Mr. Chandler should return 
promptly lo New Brunswick, tn submit it to Ins 
Colleagues — and lo assure li mise I f that, in the 
event ol the Administration assuming the respon­
sibility which ft involved, they would he sustain­
ed by a majority of the Legislature, Allowing a 
suflieient time lor a deliberate review ol the whole 
ground, IIml for a final decision, a meeting was 
arranged with Mr. Chandler, at Dorchester, on 
my return. I rejoined I) ill this afternoon, and 
was happy to receive Irom Inin the assurance 
that the Government ol New Brunswick will lie 
prepared to submit the policy agreed upon to the 
the Legislature of that Province, with the whole 
weight of its influence, so soon as the Govern­
ment of Nova Beotia intimates that it is prepared 
to eo-operate on the terms proposed.

The final adoption of this great scheme of Inter­
colonial policy now rests with tlm people of Nova 
Scotia, to whom, it is prbbahle, that it will he J 
submitted by a dissolution of the Assembly at an j 
enily day. 1 have pledged the Government to it 
b •yonds’ecall. I have staked, upon the generous 
and enlightened appreciation ol lln-ir true interests I 
by my country men, all that a public mail holds ! 
imtir. Having done my best to elevate Nova | 
Scotia in '.lie eyes of Europe,and of the surround- j 
mg Colonies, 1 have no app ehension that she j

Will repudiate the pledges which I have given
Her dear interest demands the prompt accept­

ance ol the proposition,
|si. Because it secures to her, within a^ very 

few years, a Railway communication of 1400 
miles, extending through the noble territory ol 
which she forms tlie frontage,and with winch her 
commercial, social and political relations, must be 
very important in all tune to come.

2nd. Because it gives lo her, almost at onee, 
connection with 8000 miles of Railway lines, al­
ready formed, in the United States—makes lier 
chief seaport the terminus lor ocean steam navi­
gation, and her tqfritqry the great highway ol 
communication between America and Europe.

3d. Because, on the extinction of the debt,she 
will possess a Road with which tlirire can be no 
competition within the Vtovince—a road towards 
which two great streams-of traffic must perpetu­
ally converge, and the tolls upon which must be­
come a source of revenue, increasing with each 
succtedi ng year.

4th. Because the completion of these great 
lines ol communication will give to all the North 
American Provinces a degree of internal strength 
anil security, and consideration abroad, which 
will far transcend any pecuniary hazards which 
may he incurred.

5th. Because the completion of these lines will 
draw into the Province much of the surplus la 
hour and capital of Europe.

(jlh. Because the line Iroin the Seaboard once 
completed to Canada, there cannot be a doubt 
that it will soon be extended inld the fertile and 
almost boundless country beyond : being follow. 
*d, at every advance, by a stream of Emigration, 
and ultimately, and hi our own time, reaching 
the ajiores of the Pacific.

It may be argued that we ought not to risk 
any thing beyond live limits ol our own frontier. 
But 1 regard the risk as involving a very slight 
liability beyond what we have already cheerfully 
assumed.

All our calculations have been based upon the 
presum pi ion that our Roads will cost i-ÎJUU ctir- 
lency per mile. From the best information which 
we could obtain m Canada and in the United 
States, and we gathered the opinions uf the chief 
promoters of the Vermont, Great Western, Port­
land, and St. Andrews' Knuds,there is every rea­
son to believe, it the Provinces avail themselves 
of the most modern experience, and ol the pri­
sent low price of in n, that, with the money in 
hand, and large contrails to offer, the work need 
not cost much more Than .CiliOU currency per 
mile. Should this he the case, the stun winch 
was originally contemplated will probably cover 
tile whole expenditure lor which Nova Scotia will 
he liable ; and if it does not, with her present 
low Tariff, and manually increasing consumption, 
the deficiency may lie soon supplied.

Bui, alter a careful examination of the country 
traversed by American and Canadian Railroads, 
and of tlie general testimony borne by their pro­
moters and officers, that in all cases the, money 
with which they have been constructed has cost 
from 7 to 12 per cent, 1 have brought my mind 
to the conclusion Ihnt a Railway built with 
inoncv a! 3j per cent, will pay almost immediate­
ly, even if made through a wilderness, provided 
the land he good, water power and wood abund­
ant ; and provided that there bis formed settle­
ments at either side, to Inrnish pioneers, nndl oca I 
traffic with them, when they are scattered along 
tlie line. We have other resources, beyond our 
own limits, in associations of the industrious and 
enlerprizing, who are prepared to come into the 
Provinces the instant these great works are com­
menced, rtnd who, within tlie limits at least of the 
lands dedicated to tins enterprize, will soon form 
a continuous street, through Unit portion of the 
territory between our frontier a nil the St. Law­
rence, which appears to present any really serious 
hazard.

I n estimating the relative risks ami advantages 
which this scheme involves, it should also lie 
borne in mind, that while Nova Scotia has but 
jiltle Crown land left along her portion of‘.he line 
(and this has been frankly explained) the lands 
whicTt Canada and New Brunswick are prepared 
to grant are extensive and valuable. They will 
probably amount to 3,003,000of acres, which, if 
sold at 5s. an acre, (and with a Railroad running 
through them they will soon command a much 
higher price,) would form a fund out of which to 
pay the interest on the whole capital expended 
i'or the first three or four years.

I cannot close tills report without some notice 
of tlie very enthusiastic and honourable treatment 
that 1 received during short visits to Quebec and 
Montreal. In both Cities, men the must distin­
guished lor social positions, commercial and in­
tellectual activity, and commanding influence, 
vied with each oilier in recognizing the import 
a-nce and value of tlie mai U une Provinces. 
Among all ranks and classes the Railroads seem­
ed to he regarded ns indispensable agencies by 
which North Americans would he drawn into a 
eoinmon brotherhood—inspired with higher hopes 
—and ultimately elevated, by some form of politi­
cal association, to that position, which, when 
these great works have prepared the way for 
union, our half ol tills Continent may l'alrly claim 
in tile estimation ol the world.

1 have the honour to he, Sir,
Your Very obedient servant,

JOSEPH HOWE
Wm 11 Kk vriso. Esq., Ï

De ply. Secy., dec» J

Daniel Webster s commission, or fees, on the 
suits brought liy Messrs Train against the Slates 
ol New York and Massachusetts, lor recovery of 
certain monies, paid by them as head money,
amounts tj ÿîU.OUU.

Does the Moon Influence the Wea- 
TMKlt ?—From remote ages, a traditionary npi- 
nion lias prevailed among the rude—and civilized 
too—people of all nations, that the moon influ. 
ericed the weather A few years ago, the French 
astronomers reported against this opinion as a - 
fallacy, and the question was thought to he set­
tled but in the July number of the Anierlcau 
Journal of Science arid Arts, Mr. J. W. Alexan­
der contributes a short article on meteorological 
coincidences, in winch he states as the result of 
a long continued series of observations, “that 
the third day before the new moon regulated the 
weather on each quarter day of that lunation, and 
also characterized the general aspect of the whole 
period. Thus, if the new moon happened on the 
2Gtb of May, 1851, the term day was the 24th of 
May -, the weather on which I lie 24th of May de­
termined what was to be on the 2Glh of May, 
and on the 3d, I Ith and I!)iI) ol June, the quar­
ter day a respectively of that lunation.'' This is 
an important discovery, anil shows that the influ­
ence of the moon is appreciable, contrary to the 
generally received opinion among the learned.

Curious Discovery in Bulgaria.—A
very curious discovery lias just been made in the 
province of Bulgaria, in Turkey. Some Greek 
workmen, in digging near the village of Rah- 
manilenh and the town of HadzaIt, lound a large 
table of gray colored marble ; they removed itn 
and found one beneath exactly similar ; having 
removed that also, they saw a great number of 
objects-shining like gold and silver, They has­
tened to" tlie captain of the district, and that 
functionary, assisted by two ecclesiastics, pro­
ceeded lo make an examination. They found a 
skeleton of large stature, with a copper helmet on 
liis head, surrounded by a thin crown of gold 
the hands and arms up to the elliowa we-e stain­
ed with something of a bronze color ; in the right 
hand was a copper chain, with an incense-box of> 
tlie same metal, covered with verdigris; on the 
third finger ol tlie left hand was a gold ring, with 
the figures in Roman characters, 066. By the 
side of the skeleton were three cups in silver, 
very brilliant, and 26 cups in iron, very rusty, 
but bearing traces of having been gilded ; there 
were also an immense number of nails,and about 
500 arrows, of which the wood was rotten and 
the points rusty. The skeleton and the d.fièrent 
articles were carefully packed up, and sent to 
Adriauuple for examination.

Curious Experiment.*.—There is a pleasing
experiment which 1 have often made in my youth. 
It is this : — If you place your head in the corner 
ol a room, or on a high backed chair, and close 
one eye, and allow an lither person to pul a can­
dle upon a table ; and if you try to snuff your 
candle with one eye shut, you will find that you 
cannot do it—in all human probability you will 
fail nine times out of ten. You will hold the 
snuffers ton near or too distant. You cannot 
form any estimate of the actual distance. But 
if you open the other eye I lie charm is broken : 
or it, without opening the other eye, you move 
your head sensibly, you are enabled to judge ol 
the distance. I wish not for my present purpose 
to speak ot the efleet ol the million of the head, 
but to call your attention to the circumstance, 
that when the head is perfectly still, you will he 
unable with a single eye to judge with accuracy 
ol the correct distance of the candle.—Professor 
Airy, Jioynl Astronomer.

Extraordinary Effects of Lightning.
— A late French newspaper relates a marvellous 
incident, winch is said to have occurred during 
a thunder storm in the interior department of 
Fiance. A barn, in winch were two goats, was 
struck by lightning, hut not burnt. After the 
shower, a woman who had been accustomed to 
feed the goats, went to the barn, and p--reviving 
that the animals were entirely motion less, ap­
proached and touched them, when, to her great 
Eastonitdiment and alarm, they fell and crumbled 
to pieces, exhibiting nothing but a mass ol cin- 
dem.

London Exhibition.—One of the most sin­
gular invention* exhibited is (he model of a man 
by Count Danin, it represents the figure of a 
man five feet high, in the propmtmn of ti*o Apol­
lo, and Irons that sue tlie figure can be increased 
in all its compartments to six feet eight inches. 
It is intended to facilitate the clothing of an ar­
my ; and it is so ingenious that tlie Emperor 
pardoned and recalled Count Danin, who is tv 
Pole, on seeing tins result of many years' labor. 
The number oi pieces composing the model is 
7U0.

India Rubber Armour.—In Pari? a now
kind of cuirass lor the use of the aimy, is shortly 
to be tried. Tins cuirass is of vulcanized india 
rubber, about half an inch thick. This thickness, 
it is stated, is more than sufficient to resist the 
action of a ball projected'! r«»m any .kind of fire­
arm. All the experiments tried have proved en­
tirely successful. Tliè lorce of the bill is com­
pletely broken by the elasticity of the India rub­
ber, and it falls on the ground at the feet of the 
person against whom it was sent.

The New York Sun of 17th inet. soys that a 
é-teninship is now building, and will be ready for 
sea by the 1st of December, which is intended to 
ply between that city and Galway, stopping ot 
Halifax on the route. The contract with tiie 
builder is that the steamer shill make tlie trip be - 
tween Gal wav and Halifax m six days,otherwise 
Jibe parties contracting lor the vessel aie at liberty 
to reject her.

Thyroid discoveries in Maine have turned out 
to be mere shams.
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