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| This insinuation is unfounded.
The Middle Ages produced some of
the greatest theologians, who wrote
| treatises on God and His perfections,
These treatises, of which Dr, Abbott
evidently knows nothing, are still
studied in the schools. We have
nothing that surpasses them in keen
ness of speculation and depth of
argument. 'The Middle Ages gave us
jernard of Clairvaux, Anselm,
Thomas Aquinas and Bonaventure,
They practically created the
of God and His perfections. In the |
light of this great fact alone Dr,
Abbott's assertion is untenable.
The medieval priests who devoted
" their lives to Masses and confes
sions,” were not thereby guilty of
spreading a false and narrow concep
tion of God. in the
Catholic sense, humble
avowal of one's with a
firm resolution moral
uncleanness more
Christlike. of
the Mass is the renewal of
the sublime sacrifice of Calvary, is
one of the powerful means given to
the faithful, by d
should rise from the slavery of sin
to the liberty children of God
Priests who thus try to lead souls to
Christ and to imitate His virtues, do
not inculcate slavish adherence to
the belief that " God is best pleased
by & scrupulous obedience to certain
carefully defined regulations.”
Dr. Abbott furthermore overlooks
the fact that the Middle Ages ha
also given us numberless 8
men and women who sacrificed
their fortunes and laid down their
lives for the good of their needy and
afflicted brethren. The Middle Age
not hawve of social serv
but they and
charity

homeward ; some of them wandering |
hooks, turned their steps toward the

nearest cottage to ask the hospitality |
to which they were considered to

have a right; others with their wives
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went off to their distant homes.

Many remained for a much longer

time in prayer, kneeling in the mud,

in that silent enclosure chosen by

the poor and faithful people in the

times of ancient persecutions.
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Dear CATHOLIC
reader of your most precious and
broadminded paper for well ove:
fourteen years I cannot help notie
ing your seeming instinctive and
consistent adherence to the things
beautiful. I was, therefore, many
times tempted to contribute an item
but was most invariably deterred by
demands on my regular occupation

Recently, however, I was the loser
of a very dear friend in the person of
Stephen A, Maclsaac ( son of Donald
A. Maclsaac of East Bay Cape Breton
hence my present appearance

Poor fellow ! after nearly two
years of warfare in France he gave
up his life for the cause of liberty
nd justice. He enlisted with the
J6th Battery at Sydney ; was about
thirty-two years old at the time. He
had everything to live for, for he
was poesessed of the most enviable
disposition, personal appearance and
environment, but the
he answered.

You, perhaps, will wonder why I
associate his name the incident
of his death with your good paper.
Well, dear RE( ), I considered his
death as of the most beautiful
things and worthy of mention among
your choice ones, for he was a devout
Catholic Yes, and ' consi

erything he did in the practice
his religion
most
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Rev. Donald MacAdam
priest in Sydney, and
neighbour at East y
He another brother (Joseph
still fighting in the 36th. They both
joined at the same time but were
later separated. " Steve,
popularly known, was transferred to
the 9th Howitzer Battery. Although
communicating regularly with each
other, through the mail, they had
not been face to face until the eve
of the fateful day (June 4th.) They
chatted freely for quite a while and
after ' Steve'” had made
requests of " Joe " to forward some
trinkets home for him he took his
leave. Next morning “ Joe was
advised that " Steve ” ‘was killed.
It seems while changing the position
of their guns that he met his death.
The good officers of the 36th allowed
" Joe " and several of “ Steve's ' old
comrades of the 386th to go to the
funeral and the man, Christian and
soldier, was laid away but,
thank God, a credit to his country,
his community, 1} church and
dear parents, brothers and sisters 3
Personally I can only say with :‘“”
them, he w God’s to give and he | * : >
was evidently ripe His taking. | Camps Cotton and
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Dr. Abbott res those who clung
und still cling to the former concep
tion, which, he finds, was held in the
0Old Testament, by those " who put

| emphasis on the importance of the
Levitical code,” and also in the New
I'estament, by those " who insisted
on fastings and ablutions or syna
| gogue services.! Of course, the
| Catholic Church, which observes
rites and has a ceremonial, comes
in for condemnation. Dr. Abbott
charges that the “ ceremonial " con-
| ception of God was held " in the
‘ Middle Ages by priests who devoted
l their lives to Masses and confessions,

it to Spiritaalism
the ‘
self couuiry as
per
alone wert
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its self-seek
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mulcted
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oul y certain
leaders of the cult, before the hand
| of the restrained their efforts.
| "It is strange that so many otherwise |
| sensible people take these fakirs
| seriously,” remarked the Catholic
| Northwest Progre in a recent edi-
| torial, "There are more mediums,
| clairvoyants and palmists doing bus- ;
iness in any of our large cities than
there were in_ the whole (‘hriﬁlixlni
world in the Dark Ages. Supersti-
tion runs riot when real religion van- ‘
\ ishes. Some Catholics foolishly aid |
thvﬁe people by their patronage. i

law

N8,
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They excuse themselves by saying
that it is only 'for fun.’ It is dan
gerons fun, It is wrong even 'for
fun' to tempt God's Providence.”
One local Spiritualist enthusiast
avows that “lots of good Catholics
attend the seances,” without know
ing that such a statement is contra
dictory,
Catholics, not even so-called mem
bers of the Church, those who have
learned the very First Command
ment, can fail to know what the
Church holds in such matters And
to make her position the clearer, the
Sacred Congregation of the Holy
Officedhas absolutely forbidden Cath
olice to take part in spiritualistic
“seances.” There ought to be
for doubt in Catholic minds.
Catholic Transcript.
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dead of the Wi I'bis was
unveiled at Woodchester on Trinity
Sunday by the Bishop of Clifton. A
great Crucifix twenty feet high
dominates the roadside. It is
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will be flanked by two mourning
angels. On a slab at the foot appear
the names of all the men of the dis
trict who have given their lives in
the cause of freedom, and a note that
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tions from Catholics and Protestants
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