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there were some fifteen wounded
officers present with a large company
of friends who hed come #o do them
honor. It was the first time that I
bad met so closely Ao many French
officers, and I was quite delighted
with them, Most of them were quite
young fellows, and most of them
really handsome, There were just
one or two—a colonel and a major—
who were older. How can I describe
the ineffadble charm of their manners?
They were all gay, they all chaffed
ench other, they a'l sesmed quite
free from care. But when a foreign.
er, like mysell, spoke to them, they
immediately became the serious,
dignified, courtly gentlemen that
might have appeared in the drawing-
rooms of Versailles in the days of
Louie XIV., Slight, muscular, alert,
they suggested the swiftness nnd
endurance of the greyhound,

I have described the wounded
officers as gay, and so they were.
But one could not help noticing in
the expression of their pale faces the
mark of the terrific strain through
which they had passed. There
waen'é & murmur: I never even
heard an allusion to what they had
suffered ; but their faces spoke what
their tongues refused to mention.
One and all they discussed the fulure
with confidence. I didn't meet a
human bsing in France who enter
taing the leset doubt es to the
necess!ty of continuing the fight to
the bitter end and as to the certainty
of final vietory., 7The sirain is terri
ble in France, but France is bearing
it with universal fortitude,

I paid & vieit fo the hoepital at
Mantone., It is one of the monu-
ments to the outbursts of devoled
affection to France which this war
bas created in so many Eaglish
minds. It was in a splendid and
gpacious new hotel, with marble
floors, great halls, beautifual and
spacious grounds. An Enpglishman
named Cochrane had spentthousands
of pounds of hie private fortune in
fnetalling it, and all the nurses—or
nearly all—were English women—
thoee quiet, silent, undemonstrative
women who are the flower of the
earth and ideal nurses. Here the
patiente were nearly all from the
ranks, Most of them were sunning
themselves on one of the numerous
verandahs; but some were still con
fined to bed. Again there was the
same sweetness of manners, which
is such a charm in all the population
of France without distinction of class.
Many of them were playing cards on
their quilts —horribly stained oards I
muet say which forced me to send
them gome new packs a few days
later. Carde, I may eay, are now
rather a dear luxury in France.
They have gone up several times in
price, and as there is a heavy tax
upon them, the Government takes
enormous precauntions to ses that
they are not passed from hand to
hand. The clubs at Monte Carlo and
elsewhere, where there are little
games of bridge, are compelled to re
turn one or two oards from each pack
80 a8 to make them wuseless for
farther play. One pathetic figure of
a man in ths hospital at Mentons,
who looked like an wartisan, still
hauntame. He was playing patience
all by himself, and evideutly had
been badly wounded. But he looked
80 patient and he emiled s0 ewestly
on us a8 we 8poke with him, and he
80 lonely! that I could bave broken
down with pity, with sympathy aad
with eff ction.

Lord Wa'leran, once an active pol
itician, but now compelled to live on
the Riviera because of his health—is
one of the guardiane of the hogpital.
He heus just lost his eldest son, but
though you could see heavier lines
on his worn face, he went through
the day's work for thess French sol
dlers a8 though nothing had occurred
to darken his own innermost life,

I have been reading in the papers
on the morning of the day on which
I writa these lines, of the departure
amid joyous songs and cheers and
careless and tearless farewells of the
new consoripte of eighteen to the
training barracks. Itis but one of the
many eigns of tha’ cheerful, indomit
able epirit with which the French-
man or the French woman confronts
the difficulties of life. But I proteat
that what most brought home the
gpirit of France to me was a vieit to
a Cinema show in Paris. In the
midst of other flims §here came one
which professed to give a picture of
the soldier who is back with his
family on o few days leave, It was
a screaming bit of farce from the flrst
picture to the last., There was the
orowd of relations, more or lase ab-
surd, hugging the retursoad hero un-
til he was almost suff scated. Above
all, there was the mother.in-law,
that claseic and inevitable figure of
all the farces from the beginning of
time, fussv, interfering, domineering,
fooliesh, and of course led about
by everybody, and finally overcome,
and compelled to leave her daughter
and her son-in-law witheut ber un
timely intrusions. Not a tear, not a
moment of eentiment, still lees of
sentimeuntality, from the first
moment to the last; and the audi
ence just screaming with laughter
from the first film to the flnal It
was very silly, and very undignified
and frivolous even ; but what a lesson
in the courage with which France
can laugh at everything; can laugh
even when ite heart is full and the
widowsa’ weeds proclaim to every-
body how many homes have been
darkeced by heroic deaths of the
loved ones in the trenches,

———— .

To poesess & disposition to see the
favourable rather than the unfavone.
able side of things conduces more to
happiness than to be heir fo ten
thousand a year,—David Hume,
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Jan. 30, 1916, by Rev, Dr. John J. O'Gorman, P, P

 Fight ye to-day for your brethren” (I Ma:h. v

No apology is required for ome
more germon on the duty of enlist.
ing in the Oanadian Overseas Force.
Canada's relation to the Great War is
80 fundamental, s0 many-sided, so
far reaching, that there is noone man
who has an adequate comprehension
of everything it means. Hence it is a
question which must be approached
from very many sides, and studied
earnestlyand honestly by aany minds.
The moral and religious aspects of
this question are a fit subject for pul.
pit treatment. There are some who
would conflne palpit preaching to
pious platitudes, who would permit
us to teach the principles of Chris-
tianity and make such application of
them ae is found in classic sermon
books or in manuale of theology,
but who prevent us endeavoring to
apply these principles to the ques.
tions of the day. These people would
minimize the function of the Chris.
tian religion. Religion is wo mere
academic theory or emotional exeit.
ant., It is the greatest force in this
world, There is no question whose
moral and religious aspects do not
fall under the guidance ot religion,
Certainly purely political questions,
which involve no moral principle,
are nof for the pulpit. But most of
the problems which agitate society
have a pronounced moral tearing,
and the Chrietinn teacher must face
them and attempt to solve them,
whether the problem be the ¢itizsn's
duty in war time, or prohibition, or
divoroe legislation, or school regula
tione. It is perfectly true that the
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individual priest or bishop will pot |

always be eucceesfol in his solution
of the problem, but his individual
contribution towards its solution will
be supplemented and corrected by the
actions of other priests and bishops
and in this way, failing an official
pronouncement, the Catholic attitude
to the problem will be determined
If it ehould happen, ae in the case of
the Ontario bilingual regulations, that
French bishops and priests consider
them unwiee and uvjast, and English
bishops and priests consider them
wise and just, then the average citi-
zen will conclude that the question
ie a purely racial one which cannot
be solved by theology. The question
g8 to along what lines the relations
of Canada and Britain should develop
e indeed one which ie not for the
pulpit. On the other hand, however,
a8 Canada is officially and effectively
participating in this war, it is within
the provinose of a bishop or priest to
urge the members of his flock to ful-
fil their war duties. For one cannot
be a good Christian if one is a bad
citizen. He who is disloyal to his
country is disloyal to the Church.
He who i8 only partially patrictio is
only partially religious ; for patrio).
ism is & virtue. At all times and in
all places the Catholic Charch has
loyally and enthusiastically support
ed the legitimate authority of the
State, and neither sneers nor sland
ers will cause her to change her con-
duct. She practises herseld what she
teaches #0 her children: “Render unto
Cnesar the thinge thal are Caesar’s,
and unto God, the things that are
God’s.” (Mark xii: 17,)

That it is Canada’s duty in the pres-
end crisis to fight with the Empire in
defence of her national rights and
liberties a8 & British self-governing
Dominion is the teaching of every
Catholic Canadian bishop. Thus,
for example, the Archbighop
of Montresl, in his Laval
Univergity address, defended and
defined Canada's relation to the
war as follows: ([ summarize some-
what his remarks,)

“England did not wich for war.
Her reason for entering it wns to
avenge Belgium and to eafeguard
justice, liberty, right and honour,
Canada is not an independent State,
nor is ¢he neutral, She is an auton-
omous Dominion in the British Em-
pire, and since Britain is at war,
there result for ue eacred obligations.
While Canada is vot attacked dirsct-
ly, she is aitacked indirectly.
She {8 menaced, and therefore
muet be defended. Were Eagland
defeated, Gexmany's firet prey would
be Canada., Hence we must do our
utmost, for the fate of Canada is de.
pendent upon the succese of the
British arms., The Biethops of
Quebeo, at the very beginning of the
war, in a joint Pastoral letter, taught
that it was the duty of Canada to aid
England.”

In this Laval recruitirg spsech of
Mgr. Bruchesi, there is no politics,
but there is patriotism. Oanada's
duty to participate in this war is po
longer debatable. It was decided a
year and a half ago by the Canadian
Parliament.

The further question, however, yet
remains. How is this general duty
of the Canadian nation to participate
in this war to be determined for and
applied %0 the individual citizen ?
There are some, second to none in
their loyalty aud purity of purpose,
who maintain that till the State calls
ita citizens to the colours by con-
soription, the duty of becoming a
soldier is not sufficiently precise to
oblige the individual; that while
voluntary enlisting is desirable and
patriotic and praireworthy and meri
toricus, it is not, strictly speaking, a
daty. This is & respectable opinion,
one which may be safely defended
aud followed. However, it appears
to me that while this theory meets
ordinary requirements, it falls short
in the present extrunordinary circum.
stances of indicating the full duty of
the citizen,

For it will be admitted that there
is contained fundamentally, at least,

in the natural law an obligation ot'

defending one’s country, when the
latter is in dire need, pnd we are in
& poeition to do so. When a country
ie detending herseif ns Canada is to
day, by a jost defensive war, and the
peril, as ie the present one, is grave,
the citizen, who is in a position to
do o, is bound by the natural law,
that ie by those odligations arising
from the very nature of things, to
fight for his country., Now when
the Sovereign power is not in a posi
tion to call upon him by consoription
to perform this duty, it is the duty of
the cilizen to met without waiting
for official compulsion, Here is a
onse for the well-known principle :
The safe'y ol the State is the
supreme law. This is pll the more
certain when, ae in the present caee,
the Government urges him in every
possible way, apart from compulsion,
to perform this duty. An official
call has gone forth for half a million
men, that is, for all our available
able-bodied unmarried men, and for
such marricd men whose duties per
mit them to go. The Government
has not yet indeed passed a law com-
pelling individuals to become
soldiers. It bas based ite general
oall to the colors on the fondamental
patural obligation binding the eiti
zen, who is in a position to do so, to
defend his country when the latter
needs him. Hence. I have

tained and do maintain, not a
fined article of faith as a
reasoned and reasonable moral
opinion, that by virtue of the natural
law which upon citizens,
who arve in a position te do so, the
obligation of defending their country
when the latler is fighting

liberty and emistence, and by
of the just action of owr
in calling for half a million men
which is practically the whole avail-
able manhood that our country can
spare the able bodied Canadian citi-
zen who 1s not detained
urgent duty s
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Do not tell me that a law must
have a sanction, and that there is no
sanction to enforce the obligatior: of
enlisting. It is true that he who is
in a poesition to enlist, and refuses to
do so, is not fined, is not imprisoned.
But who will eay that he is not
punished ? What greater punish-
ment occuld there ke than to be
stigmntised as a shirker ? That the
common sense of the community
calls the citizen, who though able
end free to enliet will not do so, o
shirker, is to my mind an additional
proof that there is a duty to enlist,
There can be no shirker unless there
be & duty which has been shirked.
Since there are shirkers, it shows
that the common sense of the com-
munity recognizes the duty of vol
untary enlisting. No imprisonment
can be a greater punishment than
that meted out to the shirker. For
the shirker the whole world is a
prison. No matter where he goes
he will be known and treated ae one
who forfeited his own self. Were a
Oanadian shirker after the war to go
even to Germany, he would be
treated by the very Germans ns a
man who was no man,

It enlisting at present cannot be
said to be a duty because we bave no
conscription law, then it would be
mersly a praiseworthy counsel of
perfection, like going to be a mission-
ary among the heathen Chinese. To
work for the conversion of the
Chinese people to the Christian faith
is admirable, praiseworthy, meritori
ous and heroic. But it is not the
duty of any Canadian citizen. No
Canadian citizen is a shirker because
he declines an invitation to go to
China, Who will then say that when
one’s country is in dire peril, as
Canada i3 fo-day, that no citizen has
the obligation of enlisting as a
soldier, because the Government, for
excellent reasons, has not paseed &
congcription law.? While it would
be wrong to oall a counsel a com-
mand, it is equally objectionable to
hold that there are no obligations
without formal lawe. On this point
let me quote the words of the late
Cardinal Manning : "The notion of
obligation hag been so identified with
laws, canons, vows and contracts,
that if there cannot be shown to
exist po obligation is supposed to
exiet, It is true that all laws,
canons, vows and contracts lay obli
gations upon those who aresubject to
them. But ali obligations are not by
laws, nor by canons, nor by vows,
nor by contracts. There are obliga
tions distinct from and anterior to
all these bonds. Faith,hope, charity,
contrition, piety, all bind the soul by
the most persuasive and constraining
obligations. The law of liberty binds
by love, gratitude and generosity.
Compared with these it may be said
that all bonds are me the letter that
may kill to the spirit which gives
life.”

The Bishop of Northampton has
applied this doctrine to the duty of
volunfary enlisting in a sermon
bhe preached last April on Our
Herole Dead. He said:

“The moral obligation of the indiv-
idual citizen is equa'ly impsrative
whetber his country’s call reaches
him ae acompulsory law or as a free-
men’s opportunity, The voluntary
system does not mean liberty to give
or withhold service. Is it not a trap
to oafch the young, the thoughtless,
the adventurous, the brave, and to
gcreen the shirker, themoney. grubber
and the crsven, If it worked in so
ignoble a fashion it would break
down in & month amidst the exeora.
tion of mankind. Its sucoses de.
pends upon the tUniversal recogni-
tion of a universal duty, to place our
all at the disposal of our country—
our manhood, our wealth, our indus-
try, cur talents, our health, our limbs,
our life itself., Is it the spontane-
ous mobilization of an entire people :

| defend Canada,

| Canada's first line of
| Flanders, and that it ie beirg shelled
bound

the selt confldexce of m race which

knows that ite slackers and shirkers !

every man fo his house.” AndJudas
said : "Gird yourselves and be

will always be a vegligible quartity. | valiant men and be ready against the

Thus, from the morsl stavdpoint, the !

main differecce between s voluntary
and acompuleorysystem appears to be

this : under conscription the legisla |

morning, that you may fight with
these nations that are aseembled
sgalnet us to deetroy ue. For it {s
better for us to die in battle than to

tor decides for ench citizen whatform | #ee the evile of our nation. Never.
of gervice he shall render: under | theless, ns it shall be the will in

the voluntery eystem the decision |
the ocitizen himselt, |

rests with
It lesves him to weigh be
fore the tribunal of his con.
science, whatever pleas withhold him
from the post of danger : the plea of
oge ; the plen of health, the plea
of domestioc ties, the plea of necessary
ewployment, in the publio interest,
Such a decision is always moment-
ous even for the bravest. But for a
true man and a true Christian it will
never hang lovg in the balance.
Unless the plea for exemption is
¢'ear and peremptory, he will find his
piace in the firing line.” ( Quoted in

The Month, June, 1916 )

These words, be it remembered,
were spoken in KEnogland some |
months before the Dsrby scheme |
went into force. What thig Catholic |
Bishop eaid of England, a Oatholic
priest can say of Canada,

Hence 1 conclude that the duty of

| enlisting, for the Canadian, sspecially |

for the unmarried Canadian, who is i
in & position to go, ie a etrict obliga- |
tion, or is on the eve of becoming

| one.

Those eligible Canadians who huve |
not yet become soldiers, bave not |

failed to do so for lack of courage to |
| perform a patriotic duty.
{ because they do not yet see *heir
[ duty. It is

They wait |
not patriotism our |
slackersa lack, it 18 imagination.
They are willing to defend Capada
were rhe attacked ; and they will not
now when she is
attacked. Their imegivation cannot
look throogh a talescope and see that
defence is in

daily, Were the Germans to land
half a million men at ()aecbec, these
slackers would swamp the recruiting
officee, But it would be too late. If
Canada'sa flret line of defence in
Flanders were deflnitely broken, her
second line of defence on the shores
of the St Lawrence would be very
insecure. Bub these unimsaginative
slackers gay: the German cannot
break throngh the French and
Britieh lines on the West, It is
difficult to be certain of this when
we remember that during the past
year, Germany with a small part of
her forces was able to prevent the
French ard British armies from dis
lodging her from one inch of French
and Belgian soil, while at the same
time the main German ard Austrian
armies won back Galicie, conquered
Courland, Lithuania, Poland, Serbia
and Montenegro, and opened wup
communications with rich and far
distant Asia Miror snd Mesopotamia.
I am not a pessimist, but I do not
want to salute the spiked helmet in
my own country. France cannot de-
feat Germany. The soldiers of the
British Empire must. France al a
terrible and irreparable lose has
checked the German advance. We
must drive it back., If ten thousand
Canadian soldiers turned the srohle
last epring when the Germans were
about to capture the rest of Belgium,
and probably Calais, who will be
bold enouvgh to eay that Capada’s
half million men will not be just
what is required to break the west-
ern deadlock and eave Hiberno.
British and Latin civilization from
being trampied under by Prussian
Kultur ? If Germany breaks through
the Western lines and destroys the
British and French armies, an attack
on Canada would be an almost in-
evitable result. In that ceee the
United States could not and would
not defend us. Itisidle to depend
upon the British Navy as if its power
were gomething preternatural or
miraculoue. It was made by men,
and oan be destroyed by men. A
new type of submarine jmight render
it obsolete any day. This is not
probable but it is poseible, and more
improbable things have happened in
this war, If the Germans cau smash
through the Allied Western Liue,
there is nothing impossible in their
landing half a million men in
Quebeo. It would not be pleasant to
have them repeat in Quebee the pro-
cegsion of 500 000 eoldiers that they
lead through Brussels, Were they
to get that far, I fear the most we
could do would be to entrench west
of the Great Lakea. I do not believe
for a moment that all thie will
happen. It will nct happen because
the Germang will no? bresk through
our Western lines. But they will be
prevented from doing it not by our
talk, but by our eoldiers, Men, it
you would defend Canada, come to
Flanders |

Be not terrified at the cost of the
sacrifice it entaile. Let our motto be
that 'of Judas Machabeus: ‘' They
come against us with an insolent
multitude, and with pride, to destroy
ue, and our wives and our children
and to pillage ue. But we will fight
for our lives and our laws.” (I Mach,
IIl:20) The man who would not
fighd tor Canada n8 she is to day,
would not defend » Garden of Eden,
Let ue do our share in winning this
war, and then those of us who sur.
viva will be in a position to help in
remodelling Canada afler our ideals
in the reconstruction period.

Let those who are prevented by a
more urgent duty snd those who are
fearful stand back, but let the
soldiers of Oanada come forward:
The Machabean leader, wa read in
Holy Writ, “appointed captains over
the people, over thousands, and over
hundredre, and over fifties, and over
tens, and be said to them that were
building houses or had betrothed
wives or were planting vineyards, or
were fearful that they should return

heaven, so be it done.”
Il : 66 60.)

It it is your duty to enlist, you are
nevertheless free to choose your
regiment ; and the Catholic recruit
is making & wise use of this liberty
in chooeing & regiment which has n
Catholic ohaplain, There is nothing
bigoted nor narrow about such an
advice. It is Oatholic common
sense, and do not be too thin-skinned
to foliow it. Catholics are found in
every regiment which has bheen
raised in Canada since the war be
gan In those raised outside of
Quebec, Catholics have been usually
in & minority, as they form a min.
ority in the Canadian provinces
apart from Qaebec. This is esps-
clally true of Ontario and the Western
Provinces. For while Catholics
form 29 per cent. of the population
of Nova Scotia. 41 per cent. of the
population of New Brunswick, and
44 per ocent. of the population of
Prince Edward Island, in Ontario
and the Western Provinces, the aver.
ages run only from 19 per cent. to 12
per cent, Hence as there has been
no attempt made thus far to group
Catholics, they have been a minority
in every regiment raised in Ontario
and the Weet. As o result, very few
of these regiments have Oatholio
chaplaing. The Catbolice in such
regiments are indeed visited from
time to time by a Catholic chapiain,
but this is oniy moderately eatie
factory. It appears #o me that it
would be a wige thing that in each
division one battalion of those being
recruited should have a Catholic
chaplain, in order that the Catholics
of the distriot might join, if they
chose, that battalion end thus know
that in enlisting they would be put
fo no religious incouvenier ce.
These regiments would not be ex-
clugively Catholic regiments but
they would bs regiments with a
large number of Catholics attracted
there by the presence of the Catho
lic chaplain, If a Catholic soldier
heos a right to o dentist and a barber
who will think him unreasonable if
be seek also a Catholic chaplain

It was with agreat deal of pleasure
that the Catholice of this part of Can-
ada learned the sauthorization
granted to Lt. Col. Trihey to form an
Irish Overseag unit at Montreal. I
know of more than one person who
is waiting impatiently for his battal
ion to be allowed to begin recruiting,
that he may volunteer., I am gled to
be able to announce that on Feb. 15,
this Irieh Canadian Regiment will be-
gin recruiting. You will hear very
shortly ¢f the appointment of its
chaplain. To the men of the parish
vhat are about to enlisy, I wouid say,
join the Irish Regimeut. Irishmen
have been found in every regiment
that bhas lett Canada, as they are
found in every English and Scotch
and Colonial regiments in the Brit.
ish Army. There i no reason why
they, who add so much to the glory
and fighting ability of other regiments,
should no?! have the satisfaction of
having several regiments of their
own., This will be realized in Col.
Trihey's regiment, and there is no
doubtbut that this Irish Canadian unit
will acquire the same fams as the
Dublin Fuslliers or the Connaught
Rangers.

Buot itis for no mere earthly fame
that we are fighting, Itis fpr liberty,
for justice, ard hence for G€d. Are we
not soldiers of Christ ? Dloes not our
regiment form one vasb, religious
order ? Men, who, like all religioues,
are obliged to forego the pleasures of
family life; Men who like sll relig-
ioue are required to leave all ; Men,
who, like all religioas, ara raquired
to obey from morniong til! night a
severe rule ; Men, who unlike most
religious, are ca'led upon to expose,
perhapas daily, their very lives in the
performance of their duty! Why,
these things form the very essence of
the most heroic practics of Christian
ity., They are the very conditions
which Chriet Inid down for His dis
ciples.

‘ He that loveth father and mother
more than Me ie not worthy of Me.”
(Math, x:37.) “Every oneof youthat
doth not renounce all that he pos
seseeth cannot be My disciple.”
(Luke xiv:33) "Fear ye notthem
that kill the body, and are not able
tokill the soul,” (Math.x:28) “For
whoscever would save his lifle shall
lose it ; but whosoever shall lose hig
life for my sake, he shall save if,
For what is a man profited, if he gain
thewhole world and lose orforfeit his
own gelf.” (Lukeix: 24,25) These
words arc for hiia who is tempted to
bea shirker, On the other hand the
Christian eoldier, no matter what
may happen, has his consolation in
these words of Him for whom he
fights : “Every one that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife or children,
or lands for My name’s sake, ghall
receive a hundred fold, and shall
possess life everlasting,” (Math,
xix: 29.)

If you etill hesitate, read the First
and Second Books of the Machabees,
You fathers, remember Mathathing
who led his sons to baftle; you
mothers, remember her who encour
aged her seven sons to advance to
an herolc martyrdom. You young
men, imitate Judas the Hammerer,
even him who said "I our time be
come, let us die manfully for our
brethren, and let us nod stain our
glory.” (I Maoch. ix :10.)

Erratum,—In Rev, Dr, O'Gorman's
sermon on “Religious Motives for
Enlisting,” which appeared in our

(I Mach,
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The War has already brought great changes,
all countries are urging the practice of Thrift,
of Great Britain said recently : “There remains only one course ., . ,
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“anele” was misspelt.
should bave read: A regiment of
the most eplendid mnon-Catholic
chaplaing in the world could not
shrive, housel or anele a single Cath.
olio soldier.

——————

FROM GLORY TO GLORY

A mighty mass of ice translucent
lay,

Like heaped-up emseralde, upon the
shore

Of our great, frozen river—prized no
more

Flung from the store-house, soon to
melt away.

Each block, equare cu#, showed no
bright color-play,

Its own pale native hues were all id
wore,

Yet ob, how lovely |—then, the great
ice-floor

Beneath caunght down fthe biue, as
foule that pray

Catch Heaven's own rcflex, " 'Tie
enough,” I gaid.

And bore away the lesson,
had sped

Ere my return ; the crystal blue had
rolled

Into the sunse! and the ice was gold.

"0 lower life,” I cried, ‘sullen and
dumb,

Pat on, at last,
come "

Hours

that dazzling life to

CaroLINE D. Swan
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DEPLORABLE
IGNORANCE

The Protestant bishop of Carlisle
in England recently stated that Cath.
olice purchased indulgences and
paid well to have their sins forgiven.
When he wae challenged for proof
of his statement he replied that he
himgelf had often given money to
poor pergons who pleaded with tears
for money with which to purchase
indulgencee.

Father Vaughen, the well. known
Enpglish Jeguit, was asked by some
non-Catholic friends what he thought
ol the statement of the Protestant
bishop, Father Vaughan gaid he
presumed that the bishop knew what
he was falking about; but, if his
Lordehip's assertion was true, then
he (Father Vaughan) had a good
deal of money owing to him. He
had keen hearing confessions ever
gince the year 1881, and in many
countries and on many continents,
but, up to date, he had received nof
even 80 much a8 a trumpery shekel
for all the thoueands ol abeolutions
he had pronounced. 1t was too bad.
Some of his brother priests heard
more than 20 000 confeesions in the
yeoar, and ought, in consequence, to
be nearly ns wealthy as the Lord
Bishop of Carlisle himself, only they
were not, Being only Catholic
priests, they could not cry out with
cabinet ministers: “ It is my salary
and I mean to stick to it.”

Father Vaughan said that he had
often given to his penitents, for their
penance after confession, some in-
dulgenced prayers to say; but in
gpite of the bishop’'s contention, not
one of them bad, ss yet, paid him any
fee for the indulgences gained. Why
did tbey pot hurry up? ' I rather
fanoy,” continued Father Vaughan,

| Friend

22, the word I " that the ladies nnd gentlemen who
The sentence |

p'eaded with tears for his Lordship’s
money with which to buy indulgences
went and spent it on ' & plenary in-
dulgencs’' in the tap room ncarest
the episcopal palace.”

We can only wonder at the simpli
city of the bishop of Carlisle if he
really believed the statement he
made. Father Vaughan's canstie
comment should spur him to make
inquiries from auvthentic sources
before committing himse!f to paper
on a watter of which he seems to be
sorely in need of information. The
pity is that educated persons of
which this Protestant bishop is an
example, trouble themselves so little
to learn what is the teaching and
practice of the Catholic Church be-
fore aseailing it with charges learned
from lying beggare.—True Voice.
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FATHER FRASER'S CHINRSRE
MISSION

Taichowfa, China, Dee. 11, 1915,

Daenr Readers of CATHOLIC RECORD :

It may be & litile surprise to you to
learn that it takes $100 a week to
keep my mission going. I am glad
when I see that amount contributed
in the RECORD, but when it is less I am
gnd to see my little reserve sum dim
inished and the oatastrophe arriving
when I muset close my chapels, dis-
charge my catechists aud reduce my
expenses to the few dollars coming
in weekly. I beseech ycu to make
one wmore supreme effort during 1916
to keep this mission on itefeet. You
will be surprised to learn what a
great deal I am doing with $100 a
week—keoping myselt and curate, 80
catechists, 7 chapels, and free schools,
8 churches in different cities with
caretukers, supporting two big cate-
chumenates of men, women and chii-
dren during their preparation for
baptism and building a church every
yoar,

Yours gratefully in Jesus and Mary

J. M. FRASER,
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Our Booklet, entitled “The Will That Really Pro:

“THE MAKING OF A WILL is one of the most simple
the same time one of the most important duties of every man and
There are reputable lawyers and trust companies who will see
that a will is properly made and that an estate is properly administered.
Endless troubles and worries are caused by neglect to make a will.
a matter for to-day.’’—Judge Lennox.
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