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doubt, however, that an In centurie» 
long pant Scotland owed her Christ
ianity in large measure to the Irish 
monk» of Iona, »o, in modern time», the 
remarkable rejuvenation of the Church 
in that kingdom must to a very con- 
hiderable degree be credited to the 
children of Krin. It I» pleading to note, 
however, that in the clergy list the old 
Highland clans, such as the Macdonalds, 
the Frasers, the Camerons, the Htuari 
and the Mackintoshes, are well 
sented.

punity any more than he can p 
Are, America's verdict, then, t 
most FreuoUmeu irréligion has 
be more than a mere matter of 
terlor, is, it is to be feared, all l 
The fire has not left the trill 
scathed.

TAXATION OF CHURCHES 
This subject crops up from time to 

time, generally In quarters where golden 
silence might be expec'.ed. The latest 
expression comes from the Rev. Mr. 
Dewey of this city, who stated that not 
a foot of property but should be taxed. 
That is a salutary subject for a sermon 
and a high standpoint from which to 
view the subject. 13y what principle 
he would bave the churches taxed doth 
not appear. He rejects the n.oral in
fluence as not being a factor in the prob
lem, whilst he says never a word about 
tlie economical element. With more 
rhetoric than logic be exclaimed: “The 
right church will stand," as if the 
ability to pay tribute is the test of 
truth. He evidently challenges the 
state to come and take the church. 
Why ministers should talk so loud upon 
subjects of this kind is always a puzzle. 
Instead of urging the diminution of 
taxes they join in the general cry for 
more taxation. Nor do they lock at 
their churches in the right way. A 
church is no club-room where people 
may meet for social purposes or temporal 
advantages. It is erected and maintained 
for religious worship. With this object 
it is held in trust. Its cost falls upon 
the tax-payers who are also obliged to 
maintain it. In addition therefore to 
their ordinary taxes the laity would be 
obliged to pay the Church tax. We can
not see any economical gain by placing 
a tax upon the churches. Their value 
is iusiguiflcant compared with the total 
value of taxable property in the whole 
municipality. If a church was taxed the 
burthen might be heavy for the congre
gation, but would be a minimum for all 
the citizens. Again the value of a 
church is not to be measured by the 
standard of ordinary buildings. Religi 
ous taste and love of art combine to 
erect and adorn monumental edifices 
which may be objects of attraction to 
visitors and lessons of beauty and rever
ence to all who enter them. The reason 
why churches should not be taxed is 
that they are God’s house. It is not 
just or equitable, nor is it in accordance 
with distributive justice that the divine 
Lawgiver should Himself pay tribute to 
His creatures. We caunot measure the 
rate of taxation by the principles of com
mutative justice, for the wind must be 
tempered to the shorn lamb. It is by dis
tributive justice that taxes are fixed. 
The proportion^» be borne depends upon 
the amount of property each tax-payer 
possesses. A church can hardly be said 
to be in the list of marketable property. 
Its stability as well as its religious pur
pose excludes from increase or decrease 
of value. All that might be admitted 
would be local improvement taxes, which 
besides benefiting the neighborhood, 
render the surroundings more refining 
and pleasing. Whatever theory may be 
held as a principle of fair taxation, 
whether it be club theory, professional 
or conservative, a church is not a prop
erty amenable to taxes upon any one of 
these grounds. Property which is set 
aside to be God’s house of praise and 
prayer and God’s acre for the dead 
ought both be sacred. They deserve 
from all civil authority that generosity 
and respect which will leave them free 
from any tribute and which will protect 
them from desecration.

tlon will not be the Church established 
by Christ, His Spouse, for which He 
prayed, to which He promised His di
vine guidance, and the assurance that 
the gates of hell should never pre
vail against it. Unless this promised 
Union Church produces its warrant from 
the Divine Founder it will be a delusion 
and a snare. The last state will be 
worse than the first. The Church of 
Christ was One as He and the Father 
were one. To form this Church in the 
way proposed by joint associations is 
not by any means to imprint Christ's 
seal upon it. We think that until 8t. 
Peter gives up his keys to them, Union 
is, however desirable, only a dream. It 
is not a question of mere union. The 
question is: which is the Church Christ

these Christian churches, Presbyteri
ans and others, did little or nothing for 
missions. Admitted. That does not 
change the principle upon which mis- 

rHo.i. COFFEY,LL. u.,Kdivn and Publisher. sious are conducted. Presbyterian mis
sions amongst the Rutheuians are as 
cunning in their methods and as prose
lytizing in their aims and purposes as 
ever. They do not go to these people with 
the word that they are as acceptable to 
God with their Catholic faith and Greek 
rite as if they were Presbyterian. Nor 
is this the language of Protestant mis
sionaries amongst French Canadians. 
“The good missionary," according to the 
Rev. Mr. Clark, “is the mao who goes to 
look for the light and truth and 
good in the lives and thoughts of those 

rwideore will pie*w give old with whom he works and to communicate 
to them the light and truth and good he 
has." That is a Door definition of a mis
sionary. 11 We never thought that a Chris
tian missionary went looking for light 

My Deiu 9ir—Since coming to Canada I have Bud truth. Our impression has always
th»t th,., t„„k t*. mu ,na «..t*

ability, and. above ail,that it »s imbued with a strong wj(h them into these lands where people 
Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic 1
yrindples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach satin darkness. Shades of St. Patrick,

y“Fôll'o™ St. Auguitino, St. Franoi. Xavier I 

H “R“3 ol tlMW 8ell,t" for light
and more, as its wholesome influence reaches and truth amongst the Druids of Ireland, 

id^it‘to*CathoUcTfamihes^'wîth^iny blessing on the Saxons of England or the Chinese, 
r WO*. Nor mi tlie divine commission anything

iiokatc, like that pictured by the Hev. Mr. Clark.
Our Blessed Lord sent His apostles to 
teach. They were not to learn from Jew 
or gentile. They were to teach, to in
struct and to administer sacraments. 
Our Calgary minister does not content 
himself with an error about the equip
ment and duties of a missionary. He 
makes no claims — no exclusive and 
haughty claims—on behalf of his faith. 
44 We do not,*' he tells us, “ for one min
ute say that the true God has confined 
His manifestations of Himself to human 
beings to Christianity." The proposi
tion, even admitting a few of these man
ifestations, is misleading. God, as we 
showed above, manifested Himself to 
Cornelius the centurion but merely to 
lead him into the fold of Christian
ity. God manifested Himself before 
Christianity by miracles and propbeoieH 
which were intended to indicate and 
confirm the Messias. All history leads 
up to Him who was at once the Eternal 
Son of God and the world’s divine Mis
sionary. It is of His fulness we are to 
receive. We are to adore where His 
feet have stood. There is no question 
in the Chiistian's mind whether there is 
light or truth or good in religions estab
lished by men and based upon error. 
There can be no comparison between 
Christianity and Hinduism or Confucian
ism any more than there can be compar
ison between the divine and human, be
tween the infinite and the finite. Com
parisons are odious. Let Christianity 
be for a moment compared with one of 
these other religious, it is placed upon a 
lower level. Christianity is no longer 
the kingdom of the Son of God’s love or 
the tabernacle of the new Jerusalem : 
it is earthy of the earth. To what pur
pose does the Rev. Mr. Clark assume 
such au air of humility, as if Christian
ity were not superior both in origin and 
results to those religious which possess 
neither salvation nor civilization? It 
is divided Christianity which puts nim 
to shame when he turns his 
face towards the millions who, 
not possessing the great gift of faith, 
cast a threatening shadow over the 
world. The reverend gentleman gives 
a remarkable reason for missions to 
these strange people. Why send mis
sionaries to Chinese who profess Confuci- 
auism ? It is good enough for them, 

root why were they not left as they were? aud |lim,uhm ia good e„„ugh (or the 
The prayers of Cornelia, were beard. indiana. That „,av be- thinks the 
Hi, almsgiving a,ended to the sight of pr„acher, priivided they stay at home 
God as a memorial. We are further au(l do not oome to America. If we de- 
told that "the faithful of the olroum- pi,,ld upon the upinicins llf „ther8| th„n 
elsion who came with IVt.r were the prepoudering influence is in favor of 
astonished fur that thegraoeof the Holy Curistianitv. It will not do to shift the 
Ghost was poured out upon the Gentiles ground from aaWlti6n to civilization, 
also." When St. l'eter therefore said I Nor| t() give tho KeT. Mr_ Clark credit 
that “in every nation he that feareth doea h„ in bia Bnal wrtrds do ,0 Us 
God and worketh justice is acceptable to claima that afu,r ri,adi„„ hiatory aud 
Him" he certainly did not mean to in- the tb,,„ri,,„ the ollly cllre (rtr human i||a 
elude all forms of religion, llad Cm- and the ()n|y roward o( human virtU(.a 
nelius reasoned as Mr. Clark he would are (aith i0| aQd WJPship 
have simply answered St. Pete, that he ] 0hriat. llad he made hia pro(easion 
would remain as he was. Cornelius j ,aith flrat be> would hav„ atrengthened 
could not conscientiously do that. Had hia poaltion and |10t e,poaed hima„1( to 
he refused to believe the word of St. th„ oharge of boing lm-Christiau in ad- 
Peter upon the Incarnation and He- mining even partially that Christianity, 
demotion, or had ho refused to he M()hammedanl,m, Confucianism and 
baptized, he could not be acceptable to 
God. The touching episode of Cor
nelius' vision and what it led to, as 
well as St. Peter’s vision, is the bringing 
into the Church of the gentiles ais dis
tinguished from the Jews. Exclusive 
it may be called, but it includes the

Christianity is inclusive iu the sense 
that Christ died for all and sent llis 
apostles to all. Christianity is not con
fined to one nation or race or class.
Jew aud Gentile, G reek and barbarian, 
bond aud free—all may enter. The gate 
is not barred to any. But enter they 
must if without faith it is impossible to 
please God. Now all this is very differ
ent from the proposition advanced by 
the Rev. Mr. Clark. Some friend told • 
the reverend gentleman that missions 
to China and India were sure signs of 
the exclusiveness of Christianity. This, 
claims the Rev. Mr. Clark, is the way 
that missions were regarded ,by the 
Christian churches a hundred years ago 
but nut now. A hundred years ago,

tended to impose upon the bar rooms. 
What a splendid thing it would be were 
the Government to establish with this 
goodly sum an Institution for the re
clamation of those who have become 
victims of the drink habit—those who 
in the early hours of the morning may 
be seen wending their way to the bar
rooms, sometimes paying for and some
times begging for a glass of whiskey 
which but adds to their misery and 
forces them still further on the down 
grade. In almost every case it is the 
bar-room that made the drunkard. It ia 
in accordance with the fitness of things 
that the receipt» from that traffic should 
be used to effect this reclamation, and 
give him a new lease of life. We should be 
pleased indeed were the Premier of the 
Province to give this matter his best 
consideration.

A splendid success has been the in
stitution established by the Govern
ment, at Guelph, for the reclamation of 
criminals. A like success would, we 
feel assured, be the outcome of an in
stitution for the cure of alcoholism.

THE NEW' PAPAL DELEGATE
A press despatch from Ottawa informs 

us that “Mgr. Stagni, the newly-ap
pointed papal delegate to Canada, will 
arrive in Ottawa on the 25th of this 
month. He will bring with him the 
decrees formulated by the plenary 
council held at Quebec two years ago, 
which have only now been approved by 
the Vatican. Word as to the date of 
Mar. Stagui's arrival was received at 
Ottawa on the 2nd. He will sail from 
Naples, Italy, on the 10 th and expects 
to be in Canada on the 25th. Ills 
coming will be made the occasion of an 
official reception, the details of which 
have not yet been decided."

The Catholics of Canada will have 
reason to rejoice in the fact that 
one of the most distinguished church
men in Europe will be their next Papal 
Delegate. It is acknowledged on every 
band that he Is a man of rare gifts, po® 
«esses the very highest training, and has 
an intimate knowledge of the English 
language, lie ia remarkably prudent 
aud far-seeing, and of conciliatory dis
position. Sn'oh representatives of the 
Holy S^e are a blessing in every coun
try in the world. A most enthusiastic 
welcome awaits the new Delegate from 
the hierarchy, the priests aud the people 
of the Dominion. All good Catholics^ 
from * he highest to the lowest, should 
make his path easy and his stay amongst 
us pleasant iu every way. That this 
happy outcome may be brought about, 
there should and there will be implicit 
obedience to all hia decrees. The inter
ests he will have at heart are solely those 
of the Church. Its welfare will be bis 
one ideal. Catholics worthy of the name 
should second his every effort to pro
mote the spread of the faith as well as a 
spirit of Catholic unity aud loving con
sideration one for the other, amongst 
that large proportion of the population 
of Canada who pay allegiance to our 
saintly Holy Father.
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A PLBAHIWO picture is drawn b 
tributor to America of the 
Church in Ceylon. To-day il 
largest Ohriatiau body in thi 
noth withstanding that Ceylon i 
ish possession, and that as sucl 
governmental influence, have b< 
the Anglican aud other deuon 
of Protestantism. At tlie tim 
British occupation iu 1790, tne 
population was only 50,001). ^ 
fully 900 000, as against ab>ut 
all the aedts oo nbiued. Of th 
number 35 000 are Anglicans, 
are five Catholic dioceses in Ce 
Metr ipoliuu Se * being Coloi 
tin four suffragaus, Jaffna, 
Galle and Triuoomalee. All 
siding Bishops are members ol 
I i irions Orders, two being Obi: 
Jesuits and one Bénédictin 
clergy under their direction c 
133 European secular priests, 4 
aud 300 priests of the thro 
named. With them are 450 SI 
gaged in various educational ai 
able Institutions.

An interesting feature of this direc
tory is the list of deceased Bishops and 
priests who, iu less propitious times, pre
served the faith from extinction in Scot
land. In the light of history this be
comes a veritable roll of honor. A few 
names may hero be found of priesti win 
have done yeoman service iu Canada 
among them Bishops Alexander Mac- 
doiicll of Kingston, and William Fraser

Subscribers changing 
M well as new address. founded? Has lie kept His promise and 

protected it from error aud destruction? 
That it must still be visible as a 
beacon

letters of recommendation.
Apostolu Delegation.

< Htawa, June 13th, IQ05. hill ofthe
or a city upon the mountain 
of the world is as patent as that men 
have eyes to see it and ears to hear its 
doctrine. If Christ bus not kept llis 
word, or if His prayer was never 
answered, then is our faith vain and we 
are still in our sins. In discussing 
union of churches we see only a child
ren's play : inen talking together as if 
they were authorized to build Christ's 
Church or guide St. Peter’s bark. To us 
there is a united Church, One, Holy, 
Catholic aud Apostolic, unbroken in 
valid authority, never compromising 
with the gospel entrusted to her care, 
undaunted before the world, either of 
imperial anciept Rome or the world of 
modern Cresarism. The Rev. Mr. 
Whiting thinks that there will be many 
moons before the sects unite. We think 
so too. And even if the union is brought 
about, it is still far away from being the 
immortal Catholic Church which Christ 
founded upon the rock of Peter. There 
is good to come out of the discussion, for 
surely earnest souls will seek union 
where alone it can be found.

Mi rhom&s Colley

of Arichat, N. S. But we miss many 
well-known names which have every
right to be there. Especially so the
Very Rev. William Peter Macdonald 
Vicar General of Kingston and Toronto, 
founder of our Ontario Catholic press, 
and an accomplished poet and theolog
ian. Father Macdonald died in Toronto 
in 1847, and sleeps unhonored aud for
gotten under St. Michael’s Cathedral. 
In view of his services to the Church 
both in Scotland and iu Canada it would 
be a gracious act on the part of tlie ed
itors of the Catholic Directory of Scot
land to enshrine his name in th# list uf 
their past worthies.

NOTES AND COMMENTS 
The Holy Father has addressed to 

the Archbishop ofMontreal an autograph 
letter of thanks and appreciation of 
the energy aud resource displayed by 
that prelate in the organization and 
conduct of the Eucharistic congress of 
last September. This letter may in 
some quarters appear te bo belated, but 
the Holy See is slow and deliberate in 
its every act, and this token of regard to 
Mgr. Bruchési is all the more significant 
on that account. Certain it is that the 
manner in which the congress was carried 
through was the admiration aud amaze
ment of all who were permitted to have 
a part in it. Aud the Archbishop was, 
under God, the well-spring of ita sue-

UWIVBHSITT OF OTTAWA. 
Ottawa. Canada, March 7th, 1900.

some time past I have read your 
estimable paper, the Catholic Record, and conjjra- 
fnlate vou upon the manner in which it is published. 
Itt matter and form are both goodI ; and a truly 
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, with 
eleaaare, f can recommend it to the faithful. Bless- 
fag vou and wishing you success, believe me to re-
e4l°' # Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ.

♦D. Falcowio, Arch, of La 
Aoost. Deleg.

London, Saturday, March 11.1911

Ceylon hah had an intere: 
tory since it was first visit* 
part evangelized by St. Franc 
about the middle of the sixte 
tury. St. Francis was not, bo' 
earliest missionary to the Cing 
Franciscans having preceded 
thirty years. To the sons of Si 
therefore, belongs the credit < 
troducing Christianity in C< 
under the protection of the 1* 
Government their mission w 
cubed with much vigor, and ri 
the conversion of many thousa 
natives. Their work was, by 
uf the Holy See, taken up »l 
on by the Jesuits aud the 
tiuued to prosper until pres 
the Dutch, who for a time I 
Catholicism was kept alive on 
zeal aud fervor of missioua 
Goa, who braved the entail 
Dutch authorities aud were 
any long time separated fi 
fijeks. With the conquest l 
came peace, an i, as the happy 
to day prove, fruitfulness a 
progress.

A remarkable witness to the trend 
of secular education in general and of 
its absolutely destructive effects upon 
the France of to-day, has arisen in th#- 
person of an American editor uf 
reputation, Mr. Price Collier, formerly 
European editor of the Forum and a 

j steady contributor to the secular re
views. Writing in the February number 
of Scribner’s Magazine on “The Gate
way to India," Mr. Collier has this t<; 
say in passing on events of recent years 

' in the French Republic :

“The world wonders at the decadent-, 
of school-beriddeii France, where the 
boys are effeminatized, the youths sec
ularized, and the men sterilized, moral
ly and patriotically ; France with its 
police without power, its army without 
patriotism and its people without 
influence : disorderly at home aud criog- 

parties are not those who have come and made a strong plea for the conserva- i iog abroad ; a nation owing its Hut. n- 
j from tbe ranks of the masses. No less a ! lion of what remains to Scotland of the j om^ eVt‘n the that it is service-
person than Mr. Balfour himself de-I ancient language of the Gael. There is ; i1!'*® buffer “tale. When 1 write 

. .... ,1 ,, . „ .. . ‘disorderly at home,’ it Is not the off-
scribed the present condition as a result 1 no ether influence that can compare j hand rhetoricof the hasty writer, 
purely of coercion brought by the Irish with this Gaelic Revival in preserving 1 am unorthodox, I might even be dubbed 
party upon the Government and de- from extinction the national spirit in a heretic by the narrow, but I am bound 
clared that the latter had Imposed their Scotland. to conlea» if ever a nation «uttered from
proposals on the country by fraud. Lord --------------- SEhS

Hugh Cecil, member for Oxford Univer- We have received the Catholic .... In France reverence has beeu 
sity, declared that the Ulsterites would Directory of Scotland for the current knocked 0,1 tht? head aud faith
ÏSÏÏXÏÏr ^ear' 8,|d an examination o, ifs interest-
in cutting themselves 08 from the has- lug pages tends to augment one's estima- at any rate, whose lack of the humai 
tard Republic. All which goes to show tion of the vigour aud pereunial youth- traits, decency, honesty, gentleness, and 
that many a noble lord in the mother fulness of the Church's advance in that ma°Hneaa are unequalled outside of a
rDtrr\ Tth TK°m OOUUtry- ThV ChUrCh hl,a thr°Wn ouTr«r,reining û .topT/îdUboH:
the racks of the real nobility. These the obacurity aud reserve into which cal misfortune. But the fallacy remains,
coarse expressions from members of the three centuries of persecution had driven and with it a terrible waste of human 
Opposition will but serve to accentuate her, aud has taken place once more in matt*riai, and an increase of that uneasy 
the necessity of swiltly bringing about the active life of the nation. And from modern ü,mïetv"llCh the 

j a change by which the misses and not the mere handful that less than a cen- 
the classes will rule the Empire. The tury ago comprised the faithful, the 
old abuses are dying hard. The monied Catholic population has now grown to 
interests and the privileged class are the respectable figure of 518,969. This 
fighting for their lives, but it is a forlorn of itself is sufficient evidence of renewed 
hope. In the not far distant future Catholic vitality, which, however, is sup- 
there will be local parliaments not only plemented aud accentuated by a glance 
in Ireland but as well in England, at the statistics of clergy, churches and 
Scotland and Wales. Puis will con- religious houses, 
solidate aud strengthen the Empire.
The rule of the aristocracy, more especi
ally the new-rich contingent of yester
day, is but a weakness to the country.

INCLUSIVE CHRISTIANITY 
Private judgment, unable to decide 

between truth and error, and not having 
authority to impose its opinion, not iin- 
frequeutly resorts to dangerous and 
absurd compromises. The attempted 
union of the churches is one case of this 
kind. Another is presented to us 
under the pretence that all religions are 
good ; that so far from Christianity 
excluding others, such as Mohammedan
ism, Buddhism or Confucianism, it in
cludes them all. We have before us a 
sermon upon this subject by a Rev. J. 
A. Clarke, Calgary. Taking his text 
from the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 

/ x^ v. 31, he draws the true broad con
clusion that one religion is as gouil as 
another. It is all very well to be 
generous with what is our own. We 
cannot part with religious trutli or 
barter our faith for any temporary 
advantage. The truth is not ours: we 
cannot change it, modify or adulterate 
it. This pretended elastic Christianity 
ia nothing but a sham, a delusion and a 
snare. The text is against the theory 
which Mr. Clarke maintains. It is the 
remark made by St. Peter when 
Cornelius the Centurion was received 
into tbe Church. Now almost the first 
word of the Lord to Cornelius was i hat 
he ( Cornelius ) should send to Joppe lor 
«‘one Simon who is called Peter." And 
Peter went to Caesarea and preached 
upon his divine Master “to whom all 
the prophets give testimony that by 
His name all receive remission of sins 
who believe in Him." Then St. 
Peter commanded these gentiles to 
be baptized “ in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ." This is a con
version of a few gentiles whom the chief 
of t.ie Apostles received into the 
Church. If Mr. Clark’s contention iscor-

ThatScotland has caught up the en
thusiasm of the Gaelic Revival becomes 
increasingly evident. In Edinburgh aud 

In the English House of Commons the Glasgow Father Campbell, S. J , has been 
spokesmen of the Unionists have lost conducting Gaelic services which have 
their temoer. The British Parliament ! been largt ly attended. And in the 
has for long been looked upon as the latter city Father White, of St. John’s 
Mother of Parliaments, and many were church, recently lectured on tbe subject 
wont to hold it up as a model because of | before the Catholic Young Men's Society 
the dignity of expression of its members, of Glasgow. Father White sketched the 
There has lately been a departure from progress of the movement in Ireland iu 
this high standard, and the offending both its lingual aud industrial aspects,

A FORLORN HOPE
MOVING PICTURES

We have a letter upon the subject of 
Moving Picture shows and their in
fluence upon young children. One 
reason whji we do not publish our 
correspondent's letter entire is that he 
is too realistic aud sensational himself. 
Fired with indignation at what be wit
nessed during one of these entertain
ments, he warns all parents to keep their 
children from such dangers. To con
demn amusements of this kind absolute
ly aud universally without distinction 
is rather to do harm than good. There 
are many events which can form edifying 
aud instructive shows upon the plan of 
moving pictures. Take as an example 
the Passion Play at Obérammergau. By 
far the greater number of people upon 
this continent could not witness this

The Cingalese are a gentle 
loving people, who, so far as 
been brought under its iullu 
kindly to Christianity. Th 
field is however still vast, ai 
for laborers incessant. Befo 
vent of Catholic missionaries 
prevailed, but has now lost t 
prestige, though the vast maji 
people of Ceylon are still, at 1< 
ally, its adherents. The flp 
Buddhists, 2.150,000 ; Hindu 
Mohammedans, 250,000. Ai 
formidable array, tbe Churt 
vanced with energy and det< 
The foundation of a Semina1 
Leo XIII. for the training < 
priesthood marked a great 
vanoe and, under the able adn 
of the Society of Jesus, preci 
have already been obtained, 
students, recruited from all ] 
east, number one hundred, 
with the many to follow, are 
pared for the great work of bri 
countrymen into the Fold < 
Church. That God may i 
work will be the prayer of 
in Canada as elsewhere, 
difficulties the Church may e 
other lands," says America, 
tacle of Ceylon's flourishing 
ia an encouragement to thus 
for the spread of God’s 1 
earth." Should France in h< 
or any other nation, cast the 
them, may it not be that i 
Great Price will be grasp- 
awakening peoples of the I 
would be in accordance wit 
dence of God as history rev-

sublime drama performed by simple 
peasants. A partial, and only partial, 
substitute might be employed through a 
series of moving pictures. Too frequent
ly these entertainments, if not positively 
immoral, are extremely dangerous. But 
whilst they may not intend the ruin of 
young souls they are never calculated 
to elevate and refine them. 
There is hardly anything which should 
not be a lesson to the young. They are 
so susceptible to impression and so in
quisitive for knowledge that they are 
caught by llaming advertisements and 
glitter of lights aud sound of music. 
Some of these are harmless, not always 
the advertisements, for vulgar loudness 
and unblushing immodesty stare 
passers-by from tho board-hills on the 
street. If souls are not corrupted, 
tastes are degraded and modesty loses 
its blushing delicacy without a shock. 
Morbid curiosity is aroused which 
seeks not to be controlled, and it 
will not suffer blame or restraint. Every 
new show calls for, aud receives, the 
same clients who.

These are strong words, but who that 
has had half an eye to the development 
of irréligion in France will be disposed 
to qualify them. France, more than any 
other nation in the world—not even ex
cepting Germany 
thought and money upon her schools. 
The forces that fur half-a-century have 
beeu in the ascendant in the 
ment uf the country have seemed to feel 
it incumbent upon them to vindicate the 
claim of their heathen philosophy to 
superior light and progressiveness. 
Therefore, every obstacle that stood in 
its path has bit by bit been ruthlessly 
swept away until, at this day, France 
stands stripped of her past glories, and 
hopelessly committed, apparently, to the 
broad and easy path that leads to 
national destruction and the shipwreck 
of innumerable souls. That, having 
sown the wind, she already begins to 
reap the whirlwind, seems evident from 
Mr. Collier's weighty words. One 
wonders if it is yet too late to call them 
a solemn warning, and whether either 
France or the world will give heed to 
it. As our contemporary, America, 
remarks, such a warning coming from a 
Catholic would be apt to pass unheeded 
even by men of unquestioned integrity 
and fairness. Will the words of a 
secular witness receive a better 
welcome ?

CHURCH UNION
The more Church union is agitatedf 

the keener grows the feeling that 
divided Christianity is a scandalous 
spectacle to men aud angels. It is not 
without a purpose that the question is 
kept before the -ects. Nor is it with
out hope that some, perceiving the need 
and yet finding around them nothing but 
confusion, may turn to the only united 
Church whose path is solitary and whose 
way is truth. Catholics cannot be in
different whilst this question is discussed 
by our non-Catholic neighbors. What 
is disappointing is their method of 
procedure, no less than tbe term at 
which they aim. Federation caunot 
spell union. This they are beginning to 
feel. In this city on the last Sunday of 
February the Rev. Mr.Whiting admitted 
that Christ never intended llis Church 
to be divided, but that union was still 
far away. As he described it : “There 
will be many first-class funerals before 
the sects will be reunited." Mr. Whit
ing consoles himself with the notion that

has expended

govern-
The Hierarchy of Scotland consists 

of two archbishops and four bishops, all 
of the latter being suffragan to the 
Archdiocese of Edinburgh. The Arch
diocese of Glasgow stands alone, being 
“directly subject to the Holy See"—a 
distinction which dates back to pre- 
Reformation times. The number of 
priests in tbe whole kingdom is 554, of 
whom 98 belong to the Regular Orders. 
There are 238 missions, 402 
churches, chapels, stations, etc 
13 religious houses of 
and 58 of women ; 477 congregational 
schools; 37 charitable institutions and 7 
colleges, including those at Rome and 
Valladolid. The old Scots College in 
1‘aris is not now occupied by the Scot’s 
students,who to the number of twenty are 
educated in French ecclesiastical estab
lishment. The first convent, since the 
calamitous events of tlie sixteeonth 
tury, was established in Edinburgh in 
1834, at which time it was considered 
act ol audacity on the part of the then 
Vicar Apostolic, Bishop James Gillis. 
The mustard seed thus sown in faith has 
now grown and multiplied into the fifty- 
eight establishments administered by 
twenty-two different congregations of 
women, among them such austere and 
strictly cloistered orders as the Boor 
Clares and the Society of Marie Repara-

A SUGGESTION TO SIR .1. P. 
WHITNEY

The Ontario Government has decided 
to impose a tax of five per cent, on the 
receipts of the bar-rooms of tho pro
vince when such receipts exceed the 
sum of <10 per day. We do not desire 
to offer any opinion as to the justice or 
injustice of this enactment, but we take 
the liberty of making a suggestion to 
the Premier of Ontario to which we 
hope he will give some thought. All 
will agree that the drink evil is one of 
far-reaching consequences. The use of 
liquor is one thing, the abuse of it 
another, aud as long as the world en
dures we will probably have such condi. 
tions. The sorrowful fact stares us in 
the face that we have drunkards iu 
plenty — that we have immoderate 
drinkers, moderate drinkers and those 
who take a “nip" occasionally merely to 
be in lino with that conviviality 
which is a part of our social 
life. The “nip" takers 
may be the moderate drinkers of to
morrow and the moderate drinkers of to- 
morrow may be the immoderate drinkers 
of the day after. In every centre of 
population in the country may be found 
miserable human beings who have been 
wrecked by the immoderate use of alco
holic beverages. It should be the duty 
of the State to do all that lies in its 
power to reclaim the fallen ones, and 
give them a new start in life, with the 
physical structure strengthened by the 
most approved methods known to science 
for dealing with alcoholism. It is esti
mated that a sum of $100,000 a year will 
be derived from the tax which it is in-

indulging themselves^ 
or being indulged by their foolish 
parents, can find no satisfaction in the 
simple pleasures of Lome. Fondness for 
any refined reading or even a high- 
class drama is to be found no more 
amongst those who frequent these 
shows. There is no discipline iu the 
air. Children govern their parents» 
and the parents slave themselves 
that the children may have a good time. 
Not only is there too much laxity but 
there is too much strenuousness. Both 
in work aud amusement we are straining 
our nerves to breaking point. Children 
looking at some series of pictures repre
senting tragedy, cannot help losing 
morally and physically. They gain no
thing and lose a great deal, 
parents are so indulgent it is to little 
purpose that newspapers complain. 
Home life with all its associations suffers 
through these cheap attractions—a loss 
to Church, State and family. It is easy 
to admit the evil, but much more diffi
cult to effect the cure. We may with 
more pride than truth congratulate our
selves that when we were young the 
golden age was passing, and that the 
youngsters of to day have deteriorated. 
The answer is at hand ; for every age 
since the days of the pagan poet has 
sung of the degeneracy of his age as 
compared with the previous one. Cer
tainly the moving picture craze will 
hurry things and people upon their 
downward course.

;

THE SEASON OF IT
Hinduism are all on the same plaue ; for 
they are all religious. Had he rclleoted 9hol rotestant portion of Christians,

singing the sam#» hymns, “ honoring the 
same saints," exchanging pulpits and 
preach ing almost the same sermons should 
bring about the union. Unless united

Repeating the reminder 
and priests, it is customary 1 
olic press at this particular 
attention to the approaehin 
penance. Some, however, i 
at the custom. Othe_ 
useless task, since the cons! 
of the Catholic paper gets t 
formation on the subject ir
on the Sunday preceding th 
Lent. The objection, ther 
repetition seems to be of sm 

But if this work of the pr 
less task, then, it might be 
it that the Church comraan 
ing and insists upon the ex 
the same Gospels year afte 

Aside, however, from thi 
tion, those who are sutficiei 
with the requirements of I 
further reminder from ti 
press, should bear in mi 
latter often carries the i 
places where the priest sell 
where the Gospel is rare! 
In this it is doing the 
clergy, imperfectly, of com 
zealously enough to keep 
faith burning sufficiently 
salvation. Surely, this is 
oatiou for the custom.

ever so slightly he would have admitted 
that the missionary who govs with 
proper authority and legitimate juris
diction bears the light and truth of Him 
who is the Sun of justice, the eternal 
Truth, the only Mediator between God 
aud man. Whatever comprehension 
Christianity has comes from Him, what
ever good it does in tho world is 
due to Him, whatever Gospel it 
preaches to the poor must be 
spoken by Him. He wished tho 
message to be brought to all. That 
countless multitudes have not received 
it is due to the confusion of divided 
Christianity, not to the Founder. Still 
less can we console ourselves with tho 
poisonous insinuation that there is good 
in all religious.

Christianity strikes deeper than hymn 
Hingiug and non-committal preaching it 
will not be very solid. By the way, 
should like to ask who are the saints he 
and his brother sectarians honor, and 
what honor they pay them. As a gen
eral thing Methodists, Presbyterians 
and others are not much given to be
lieve in the saints. Church union 
not mean an abandonment of one form
ula* and the assumption of another—a 
kind of pruning here and engrafting 
there. It means to sift the wheat, so 
that there will be no more Presbyter
ianism, no more Methodism, 
more Anglicanism, but one 
Church of Christ. Presbyterianism 
added to Methodism, with all the others 
thrown in, will not make a Church or 
effect the real union. That combina-

When That Mr. Coi.i.ier is not uncor
roborated is proven by the French 
Minister of Justice, who from his place 
in the Chamber of Deputies justified 
the establishment of juvenile courts by 
dwelling upon the remarkable growth of 
juvenile crime in recent years. The 
flood-gates being opened what human 
power can stay the inundation ? There 
are those who say that the heart of

of to-day

In the archdiocese of Glasgow the 
increase has of course been greatest, France is still sound—that the average 
owing largely to the influx of Irish im- Frenchman is, when all is said and done, 
migration within the past fifty years.
The priests of this archdiocese alone

a Catholic. The thought is comforting 
and we should like to cherish it. But if 
it is true one can but marvel at the fear
ful error that allowed the anti-Chris
tian forces to gain possession of the 
government. France played with irré
ligion, and that no one can do with im-

number two hundred aud eighty four, or 
more than all the rest of Scotland 
bined. But, including within its bound
aries, the second city In Great Britain, 
this is not surprising. There can be

united

A good formula is a little charity, a 
little temperance, a suggestion of God
liness, much patience and a great deal 
of kindliness for our fellow-beings.
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