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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
Third Sunday after Easter.

THE PATRONAGE OF ST, JOSEPH,

@ The blessings of thy Father are strengthened

with the ble gs of his father, until the desire of
the everlasting hills should come ; may they be upo
the head of Joseph and upon the crown of the
Nazarite among Hisbrethren”  (Gen. xlix. 20

Why do we believe that St. Joseph is
the greatest saint after the Blessed
Virgin,and therefore most powerful after
her in his intercession with God ? To
answer this question we must consider
as best we can the nature of his relation-
ship with God, for by this alone can the
greatness of ganctity be meqsured.
That this relationship was a special one
beyond doubt, for not only did it exist
between himself and Jesus and Mary,
but even also with the ever-adorable
Trinity ; since he, like the Blessed
Virgin, was destined from all eternity to
fulfil a peculiar office in the divine
economy of the mystery of the Incarna-
tion. It was God's will that Joseph
should eome in contact and have rela-
tions with two agents of the mystery —
with Jesus and Mary.

Let us with the eyes of faith, for they
are keener than the eyes of sense, look
more closely into his relationship, first
with Jesus and then with Mary, and
perhaps we may cateh a glimpse of the
greatness of our int and prove his
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With regard to Jesus—St. Joseph was
His Father in everything but genera-
tion, and although he did not possess
fatherhood in the ordinary sense of the
word, nevertheless the God Who sus-
tains and Who sometimes suspends the
laws of nature breathed into his soul a
parent’s love and gave him the rights
of a father, and therefore well does Holy
Writ verify these rights when it tells of
our Lord's obedience to him and to the
Blessed Virgin: “and He was suhject
to them.” It supports a paternal claim
when it gives him the privilege of nam-
ing the Holy Child : “and thou shalt
call His Name Jesus.” It shows that he
was allowed to address the only-begot-
ten of the Father as “ My Son'—a
dignity possessed by two other beings
only—God and the Virgin Mother; for
was He not called “the carpenter's
son?" and did not His Mother say to
Him, “ Son why hast Thou done so to
us ? Behold Thy father and I have

sought Thee, sorrowing."”

So mush for a few phrases of the
spiritual intimacy which St. Joseph had
with Christ and therefore with God.

Considering his relation to our
Blessed Mother—she was his Virgin
wife as she was also the immaculate
bride of the Holy Ghost, and the nature
of the spousal contract being forever
virginal, made the contracting parties
more acceptable ; for the spiritual not
only purifies but intensifies to an almost
influite degroo the power of love, To
be sure, there is no equality between
the persons concerned in this marriage,
but there is, nevertheless, a proof of the
nearness of St. Joseph's relationship
with God the Father and with the
Blessed Virgin; for indeed he must
have heen a great saint to have been
raisod to the exalted position of having
somathing in common with the Most
High and of being the hushand of her
who possessed in all its fullness the
richness ofjdivine grace. Did not even
heaven stoop to reveal to him the mys-
tory of the ages —the scheme of the

Redemption ?

Now, the nearness of St. Joseph's
relationship with God is obvious from
what we have said, and that he is near-
est, ofter the Blessed Virgin in this
yelationship is also obvious; and since
we moasure sanctity by the degree of
noirness to God, wo therefore conclude
that he is the greatest saint after the
Blossed Virgio.  Feom this follows, as a
natural sequence, the theological fact
that he is most powerful after her in
intercession with God. For the more
familiar becomns the intercourse with
the intercessor, the more does love
oxist, and consequently the more efli-
cient beeomes the intercession.  Since,
then, it is certain that he is so powerful
in intercession, lat us resolve to-day to
make him our intercessor before God.

MAY A SOCIALIST BE A CATHOLIC?

economic
concerned

“Yes, for Socialism is an
system, and hence is not
with religion.”

“ No, for Socialism opposes Christian
morality and religion, and has been con-
demuned by the Chureh,”

Joth these answers are but half-
traths, and therefore incorrect. They
make the matter entirely too simj le.

Socialism is at a social move-
mont, a social philosophy, and a con-
temnlated socio-industrial system.

onee

Ag a social movement, it eomprises
the Socialist organization, together
with the leaders, literature, teachings,

political activity, and all the other con-

crate forees h are moving toward
Socialism as a system of industry, Now
this movemont vs a whole decidedly
hostile to the Christian religion, the
Christian vie f life, and Christian
institutions. Practically all the pro
minent Socialist leaders aro atheists

and base their atheism upon their social

In America as well as in

about 100-year shingles? Shows
seen the how to get most for your mone;
nything that's wort

in roofing ai
E R E E roofing right. Proves thesaving

we'll make {'ﬂ\l. News for you a-

bout shingles thatlast a century
B O O k Get a copy. Ask nearest office

PEDLAR People of Oshaw:

Montreal, Toronto, Halifax, St. John, Winnipeg, Vaneo

change in economic conditions. Hence
the consistent follower of this social
philosophy looks upon Christianity as
the outgrowth of the present industrial
order, and expects that the Socialist
order will produce an entirely different
religion. In all probability the major-
ity of those who call themselves Social-
ists in America neither understand nor
accept the Socialist philosophy, but the
leaders and scholars accept it, and the
literature of the movement reflects it
in varying degrees. In it is to be found
the chief explanationof the irreligious
character of Socialism as a mgvement.

Proof in detail of the foregoing state-
ments can be found in the authorized
Socialist books, magazines and news-
papers. If time for a study at first hand
is wanting, recourse may profitably be

istics and the Religion of Modern
Socialism.” (Benziger Brothers, 1908,
$1.50.)

It is clear that one cannot adopt the
Socialist philosophy and rewmain a Cath
lie. And it seems overwhelmingly pro-
bable that no Catholic is permitted
actively to identify himself with the
Socialist movement, for example, by pro-
pagating its literature or by enrolling
himself in the Soecialist party. To do
50 is to give direct and immediate aid
in the constant propagation of ideas
that make for the destruction of the re-
ligion of Christ. No man whose Catho-
lic perceptions and instinets are sound,
can observe carefully the Socialist pro-
paganda or read much Socidlist litera-
ture without arriving at this conclusion.
Hence the force of the saying, * Social-
ism might not be so bad were it not for
the Socialists.” Moreover, experience
seems to show that the great majority of
Catholics who remain long in the Social-
ist movement cease to practice their re-
ligion, and this without being * driven
out of the Church by the priest.”
Comes now an earnest Catholic and
speaks as follows : “I do not accept the
Socialist philosophy, nor have I any con-
nection with the Socialist movement,
but I do believe in Socialism as an in-
dustrial system. The instruments of
production and exchange should be
owned and managed by the community,
but the private owners of these instru-
ments should receive fair compen-

sation, Landowners should re-
ceive from the State © as  much
as they have paid for their land,

and should be permitted to retain per-
manentiy and to transfer or transmit the
land that they cultivate or oecupy, but
should be compelled to pay to the State
annually its full rental value, exelusive
of improvements. Since the great in-
dustries managed by the State would
sot the pace, small indastries which an
individual could operate by himself or
with the help of two or three others,
might remain private. This would in-
volve private ownership of the simple
machinery and tools used in such in-
dustries, for example, agricultural im-
plements and the sewing machine of the
oustom tailor or dressmaker. The in-
comes of persons employed by the com-
munity shonld be regulated by needs,
efforts, produetivity, the social welfare,
and not merely by the prineiple of
equality. All goods whizh immediately
satisfy man's wants, such as food, cloth-
ing, dwellings, furniture, utensils, ete.,
should be privately owned, and subject
to full power of disposal by the pro-
prietor. The integrity of the family
and parental control over the children
should be as secure as Catholie teaching
desires. This is the Socialism in which
I believe, and I have a right to call it by
that name, since it embodies all of the
esseatials of economie Socialism. Most
of its provisions, moreover, have been
accepted by one or more recognized
Soeialists, such as Kautsy, Vandervelde,
Gronlund Simons, and Sparago. It may,
therefore, be called Essential Socialism,
I cannot see wherein it confliets with
Catholie religious or moral teachings.”

These views are probably representa-
tive of the position of very many Ameri-
ecan Catholies who ecall themselves
Socialists. If we assume that the
system above outlined would work at
least as well as the one we now
have, we cannot say that it falls
under the condemnation of either the
moral law or the Chureh. For the
moral law merely requires that the
rights and the opportunities of privat.
ownership be sufficiently extensive to
safeguard individoal and soeial welfare.
In theory, at least, the prn‘nuu(l scheme
soems to meet this end. With regard
to Ithe teaching of the Encyelical of
Pope Leo XIII, * On the Condition of
Labor,” it may be worth while to point
out that the Socialism denounced in
this document is communistic and ex-
rather than eollectivistic and
For (1) the Socialism of
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was carried by a majority of only one

vote, and the discussion strongly sug-

gosted that some of the members voted

for the resolution solely as a matter of
good tacties,
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school and the family, are products of
the existing economie conditions, and

which Pope Leo speaks would make
¢ individoal possessions the common
property of all,” and prevent the labor-

er from “investi his  savings in
land ;" but Esseat Socialism  would
convert only the means of production,
and not all of these, into common prop-
erty ; and it would permit a man to in-
vest his money in dwellings for his own
\ use and that of his ehildren, and subject
to the taxation above de-
soribed, even in land for the same uses.
He would also be allowed to own shares
in co-operative industries, and to pur-
insurance from the State.” And
whatever property he owned he
could exercise full power of disposal
y sale, gift or bequest, but not by
1 | hiring it out for profit. (2) The So-
1 | eialism of the Eneyelical would exelud
the “stable and permanent possession "
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results for food purposes.

solubility of foods.
Read this table:

long cooking.

ORANGE MEAT people tho
cook the wheat, then malt an

Thoroughly Cooked Food

All cereals should be thoroughly cooked to get the best
In our Canadian Agriculture
Colleges they have tested the effect of cooking on the

ROLLED OATS P.C.Solids  WHEAT FLOUR  P.C. Solid:
Soluble Soluble
Time Cooked in Water Time Cooked in Water
Uncooked 843 Uncooked 6.97
30 minuyges 1495 20 minutes 3740
2 hours 18.79 2 hours 3%-'9
5 hours 2993 5 hours 3837
8 hours 3430 8 hours 399

You will notice the gradual rise in percentage due to
Very few homes are equipped to spend
the time or fuel necessary t> properly prepgre cereals.
By a system of steam pressure and heavy machinery the

which it is dried and toasted. This produces the
largest percentage of solubility ; a process totally im-
possible in the ordinary kitchen.

roughly clean and steam
d flake each grain, after

things; but Essential Socialism

such possession, not

PO PR
A Le Dulialidig Uf
“rob 'a man of

is, his improvements on the land; but
Essential Socialism would allow him the
full benefit of these both as to enjoy-
ment and ownership, taking only the
rental value of the land exclusive of the
improvements. (4). Pope Leo con-
demns that Socialism which would sub-
stitute the *providence of the State”
for that of the father, by preventing
the latter from owning * lucrative
property which he can transmit to (his
children by inheritance;” but under
Essential Socialism he could own and
transmit all the kinds of property men-
tioned above ; only he would obtain the
fruits of his lucrative goods by personal
use, not by hiring them out to others.
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(o Finally the Socialism deseribed by
the Encyclical would permit the * eivil
government at its own discretion to
penetrate and pervade the family,” and
would “threaten the very existence of
family life;" but no such arbitrary in-
terference is involved in Essential So-
cialism, while the rights of private
property above enumerated would be
ample to keep the individual *inter-
ested in exerting his talents and his
industry.”

The question asked at the head of
this article may now be answered in the
form of the following summary and con-
clusion of our study: While a Catholic
is not justified either in taking an active
part in vhe present Socialist movement,
or in accepting the scientific Socialist
philosophy, he may, subject to the very
improbable hypothesis that ‘it would be
practicable, believe in Essential Econ-
omie Socialism.— Rev. John A. Ryan,
D. D., in B, C. Orphan Friend.

THE NEGRO ASKS ‘** WHY HAS NOT
YOUR RELIGION BEEN PRESENTED
TO US BEFORE THIS ?"

At the conclusion of a mission for the
little Catholic parish at Oberlin, Ohio,
the Cleveland Apostolate was invited
to devote a second week to the conver-
sion of the negroes of ¢hat famous
college town. Oberlin counts about
seven hundred colored people, who con-
stitute a body of good citizens. In ante-
bellum days Oberlin was a station of the
underground railroad, the same as
Springfield, two hundred miles farther
south. Springfield's negroes seem to be
the worst in the country. Oberlin's are
among the best, owing no doubt to the
treatment accorded them by the Cone
gregationalists, who welcomed them to
their college, as well as to their village.
In anticipation of the mission, Father
Peter E. Dietz, the learned pastor of
Oberlin, and the missionary, made a
house to house canvas of the colored
people, in order to become personally
acquainted with them and invite them
te the church. They were welcomed
most cordially in the colored homes,
The census revealed that a majority of
Oberlin's negroes were not active church
pe |]&|L‘.
All promised to attend the Catholie
services, and it looked throughout the
week as if they were trying hard to make
their promise good. The entire body
of the church was reserved for the neg-
roes and extra chairs had to be pro-
vided after the second night . The best
of order was observed, needless to say,
For most of them it was the first timein
a Catholic Church.
One of their many questions might
serve as a subject for a meditation :
“Why was your beautiful religion never
explained to us before?” Oberlin had
had at least two non-Catholic missions
before this, to which the general public
was invited and the elergy and laity
had on many occasions welcomed colored
visitors when they attended Catholic
services; yet somehow, all this did not
convinee them that the Catholic Church
would really be glad to receive them.
There could be no doubt about their
weleome after the personal visits and

anything if I could say the rosary, as
you do, and keep the Lord's life always

the one that contains all of the sacred

before' me.” “ Get me a Bible, please,
books and has the footnotes to explain
obscure passages,” “I've wanted so
much to know your religion, for I've
been drawn to it ever since I learned to
know your Sisters of Charity, who have
been very kind to me.,” These were
some of the remarks that were made and
repeated. 1
The Question Box was used. The |
questions were abundant and largely

Seriptural.  Only on one point did they

differ from previous questions: *“If we
should become Catholics, as some of us |
are thinking of doing, will your mem-{
bers not be displeased ?"” This came

several times. They were assured that ’
every good Catholic in Oberlin would
welcome them as brothers in the faith.

The Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment was omitted on two or three
evenings, owing to the lateness of the
hour. There was a general protest:
“Why that i the best of all!” The
entire congregation joined in appropri-
ate hymns: Nearer My God, Adeste |
Fideles and Holy God. The chorus
was unsurpassed.

A large inquiry class was formed,
fifty-three adults. It is not expected
that all of these will persevere ; every- !
thing points to a goodly number of |
genuine converts. One lady inquired
about baptism, should she become al
Catholic. When told that conditianal
baptism is given in case of doubt, she
said: “Right so, I always like to be
baptized again every time I join a new
church,” However, the Oberlin relig-
ious census showed no more denomina-
tional changes among the blacks than
did a similar census in Cleveland among
white Protestants. Several colored
parents, belonging to no church, re-
quested that their children be taken
into the Catholic fold. The pastor
promised to do so on one condition, that
the parents join the inquiry class and
first acquaint, themselves with the
religion of their children. The Oberlin
negroes, unlike the Oberlin whites, have
a good many children.

The pastor is glad that the ice has
been broken, and that the colored
people of his parish have learned that
the Catholic doors are open to them.
He will meot with counter influences.
The white Protestants of Oberlin have
been roused. They, too, are now
making house visits and some of the
visitors break the eighth commandment
in every home thay enter, resurrecting
some very stale calumnies. Threats of
forfeiture of jobs have also been re-
sorted to. However, in the campaign
for souls the Catholic forces have a
resourceful and fearless leader in Father
Dietz.

We contribute yearly to the evangel-
ization of the colored race in the South,
and it is a good work, too, The_negro
needs the Church. There is an oppor-
tunityof doing a great deal in the same
line right at home, and the only dona-
tion we need ask of our people is a bit
of kindness and of Christian charity.—
Rev. W. 8. Kress, in the Missionary.

|

this separate mission. A mere greeting
at the chureh door, it was learned, is
not sufficient; the colored man takes
that as complimentary, merely like the |
© All Welcome” signs on Protestant
churches. ‘

“1 would like to have my n'hildrcn.‘
baptized by a real priest of Christ, a
suceessor to the Apostles,”  “I wish m ‘
boy were in the Catholie Churely, where
he could be brought under the influence ‘
of the

confessional.” *1 would give
8
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struction in that city. They think it is
good business policy. A correspondent
in the Helena Record puts the matter
thus:

“] am not a member of the Catholic
Church, or of any church, for that
matter, and I look upon the proposition
from a purely non-sectarian and busi-
ness standpoint. Fifteen or twenty
years ago, if I recall rightly, the people
of this eity helped to locate the Wesleyan
university here, and later there was a
movement which was substantially
helped by the city for some other
denominational school. It was believed
that both institutions would be of mater-
ial benefit to the city. One was estab-
lished, and it has contributed since
largely to the business of Helena. The
construction in Helena of a great Cathe-
dral means a good deal to this city, be-
cause in connection with the other insti
tutions under the direction of the Cath-
olic Chureh, it will draw, as has been
the case elsewhere, many families. As
a means of having concerted action on
the raising of the $50,000, I would sug-
gest that the Commercial Club which
has done so much to advance the inter-
ests of the city, take up the matter and
exert its great influence to attain the
object desired.”

Life is a dream. While we are in it,
it seems to be long and full of matter.
But when it draws to an end, we realize
that it has passed while the clock was
striking on the wall. “It seems to me
but yesterday that I first knew I was
alive.—Van Dyke.

of the Catholie Cathedral under con-
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