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a period when any teaching contrary to 
the faith was universally regarded as a 
sacrilege, and would have been indig­
nantly rejected by these martyrs and 
confessors of the faith.

The following decree of the Council 
of Nice held in A. J). 32Û will show the 
care with which the Christian Church 
preserved the unity of faith at this 
period :

Speaking of ordinations performed 
by certain African schismatics (the 
Miletians) the Council says :

“They shall have no authority to 
designate those persons that please 
them . . . or to do anything at all
apart from the decision of those Bishops 
of the Catholic and Apostolic Church 
who are living under Alexander. But 
the authority to designate and nomin­
ate those worthy of the clerical ollice, 
and to do all things according to the 
law and custom of the Church, shall be­
long to those who are not in schism, 
but who are spotless 
and Apostolic Church.“
Epistle of Nicene Council.)

through the Catholic Church, 
undertake to show that Rev. 
Farthing's proofs are 
at every point.

The Church of England under 
VIII. was at least

abortive Pan-Anglican Councils which 
always have admitted that they had no 
authority to settle disputes which are 
tearing the very vitals of Anglicanism. 
The Presidency of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury over these assoublies was 
indeed merely honorary, and no one 
dared oven to propose to settle the 
controversy which is still raging be­
tween Ritualists and Kcnsititcs.

Ihe Catholic $Ucorî>. remark that the builder of the 
Catholic Mutual Benefit Association is 
its present worthy Grand Secretary, 
Samuel It. Brown. From time to time 
ho was ably assisted by some of the best 
minds in the country ; but the active, 
earnest and constant work of Mr. Brown 
was the prime factor in establishing the 
Association upon a solid and enduring 
foundation.

brated for the donors towards the 
charities indicated, there is good reason 
for a suspicion that a fraud .s intended, 
for the Church is very particular in con­
demning every attempt to make the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass the basis of 
t raffle.

In most parishes there are local good 
works to bo promoted, and it is all that 
can be expected of most people, if they 
contribute toward the good works of 
their own parish or diocese, without 
looking abroad for objects of charity 
the authenticity of which is, to say the 
least, often very dubious. Neverthe­
less it will occur from time to time that 
sudden emergencies arise at a distance 
to contribute toward which will be a 
real charity, and it would then be a 
good deed for those who are blessed 
with considerable means to aid in re­
lieving the sufferings of those who are 
far away. The best recommendation 
we can give for the guidance of our 
readers in such cases is that they should 
consult their confessors in regard to 
what aid it is prudent or desirable for 
them to assist distant charities.

It is a meritorious deed to assist the 
distressed in whatever part of the world 
they may Ihî, but for the great majority 
of people there is certainly no obliga­
tion to look far away from home for 
objects of charity, whereas there are 
near at hand so many worthy ones as 
to require all the help which most 
people have the means to extend ; for 
our Lord reminds us that we have the

and wq throne by tranq 
honor and dignitj 
ion. Viewed froi 
the “Accession < 

At one

Mr.
defective atPublished Weekly at 481 aud 4*> Richmond 

street. London, Ontario.
Price of subscription 8- 00 per annum.

EDITORS :

THOMAS COKFKY.
Publiehur and Proprietor. Thomas Coffey.
Messrs. Luke King. John Mich. J J ,N®V®” 

and Joseph 8 King an* fully authpris» d to re 
oelve subscription* and tnu.sai-t. all other Duel

j. w,ii.bu
J°Katè.of AdvorU.ing-Teo emu. per line each
insertion, agato measurement.

Approv'd and recommended by the Aren

borough, and Ogdensburg. N. * •< ana ino 
clergy throughout the Dominion. .Correspondence intended for publication, as 
well as that having reference to business, 
should be directed to the proprietor, ai d must 
reach Ï«onion rot later ihi-n 1 uesday W oen subHcribers change their residence It 
Is important that the old as well as the new 
address bo sent us.

Agent or collectors I 
your paper unless the

fortune, 
that grand > 

toleration
Henry

achismatical, hut 
under Edward VI. and Elizabeth 
came heretical.

and
the happy reign 

a horrible rein 
century persecut 
ing gulf bet woe 
twelve millions o 
that oath the t‘at 

amongst the 
the vilest slave 
earth was not qu 
the Sovereign's 
the “ Accession < 
oi Catholics wot 
the world in d< 
after the oath—' 
poet from 
II we are “ 
tious," where ir 
loyalty '! 
been passed or 
only a 
thing to alien 
twelve

it be.
In each • case it Was 

utterly cut off from the universal or 
Catholic Church, and from the ancient 

part ofChurch of England, which 
the universal Church.

There has not boon for many years any 
excuse whatever for a Catholic join­
ing benefit societies other than those 
recommended by the Church authori­
ties. So far as security is concerned, whether on faith or discipline. But it 
we feel perfectly sale in stating that was a very different matter with the one 
the Catholic Mutual Benefit Associa- Church which Christ ; established and 
tion stands on a firm basis. That the the Apostles governed.
Catholic people of Canada may have 
full confidence in it wo have put to print ! Council of Jerusalem held by the 
herewith the names of those gentlemen Apostles had power to settle disputes, 
who have the direction of its affairs, and did so, declaring that what they 
The positions occupied by these gentle- did was done by the authority of the 
men, and the reputation which they Holy Ghost, for “ it hath seemed good 
enjoy amongst the people of Canada, is to the Holy Ghost and to us to lay no 
enough of itself to inspire confidence further burden upon you than these 
in the Catholic Mutual Benefit Associa- necessary things.” (verse 28.)] 
tion :—

SolH'ual Advisor—Archbishop O’Brion, Hal­
ifax. Nova Hrol ia

Chancellor- O. K Fraser. Brockville. Ont.
President - Hun. M. F Bucket, tiiansiead,

^ First. Vice-President—Dr. L, J BMllvan,
Hbediae. N B.

Stvonl Vice-President—Bernard O'Connell,
Dublin, Ont.

Secretary—Samuel R. Brown. London, Ont.
Treasurer—VV. J. McKee, M. L. A., Windsor,

Marshal—J. D Ollughun, Arthur. Ont.
Guard—Jacob J. Weinert. Neustadt, Ont.

TRUSTEES.

Precisely because Pan-Anglicanism is 
an agglomeration of independent nation­
al and provincial churches, its Councils 
have no authority to settle disputes

was
man

There is no authority either by Scrip 
ture or Tradition for the establishment 
of a new Church apart from the 
Church which Christ established, 
manding His Apostles to teach all 
tions, (St. Matt, xxviii, 19,) and against 
those who create schisms or

St,
one

com.

idolaFrom Acts xv we find that the toach
heresies the Apostle St. Paul pronounces 
the terrible anathema :

possili
authority to stop 

t duo la paid.have no 
amouii “ But though we or an angel from 

in the Catholic j heaven preach a gospel to you i„.kme 
” (Synodal : that which we have preached to you, i,q 

I him be anathema.” (Gal. i, 8,9.)
The Church of England cannot shako
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Dear*Sir*: For some time pant 1 have read 
your estimable paper. The CATHOLIC RkCOKU. 
and congratulate you upon the manner in 
which i' is published.

matter and form arc both good . and a 
Catholic spirit pervade* the whole

ith pleasure. I can recommend

Alexander here mentioned was the 
patriarch of Alexandria, and it is de- ! off its responsibility for this crime.
dared by the Council that only those ! - - . ■■ nz.
in communion with him had the right 1 CATHOLIC SOCIETIES' FEDERA- 
to ordain priests, that is to say, in his | TION.

But the Council of Sardica, at which,
II* bo it remembered, British Bishops as­

sisted, anathematized the Arians, and 
maintained the faith as it had been al- ; 
ready propounded by that Council of ’
Nice. At this Council, also, Osins, I

. , , I therefore subject to the Pope, its sti­the Pope s legato, spoke as one whose 1 . i
, , , . , „ 11reine Head, is evident from own hisauthority was real, and not honoranly | 1

fictitious. It was Osius who declared

Therefore, win „ 
it to the faithful.

Blessing you. and wishing you success.

1 1). Falcon to, Arch, of Larissa.
Apost. Deleg.

! province. 1 __ . 77"
rp. , ., . . . i Many of the Catholic papers in En"-J hat Alexander was himself in com- i , . , 11 Jl1*

land are out in advocacy of a federa­
tion of Catholic Societies similar to 
that which has been formed in the 
United States for the protection of 
Catholic interests in general. It is
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munion with the whole Church, and

London, Saturday. May 10, 1902.

SPURIOUS I’ll A YERS.
words :

“ The body of the Church is one, and
it is a precept of the divine writings j argued, not unreasonably, that such an
__ wo should keep the bond of unan- Association as the Protestant Alliance

Athanasius were proved guilty of the j imitv and peace, and in accordance with is a constant danger to Catholics politi-
this that we should write and make

I to the Arians who brought false accusa- 
I tions against St. Athanasius, that if t|iat

as a co
Rev. J. K Crinion. Dunnvilla, Unt-. J. A. 

. , . Chisholm. Halifax. N 8; Chari*-* Dupont
At all events, ; n0beri Three Rivers. Quo.: F. J O'Keeffe, 8U 

John. N, B;J. J. Behan, Kingston, Uni.

We have on several occasions from
poor always with us. 
distant objects of charity which are

time to time warned Catholic renders 
of spurious prayers crimes alleged against him eally, and that fire is most effectually 

fought with five. The resuscitat ii
against the use 
which make promises of extraordinary 

favors from heaven to those

COMMITTEE ON LAWS.
W J. Biland, Toronto. Ont ; John A 

Murphy, Cayuga, Oat ; J. A. ltanaud, Joliette 
Quo,

known to each other what has been done 
by each.”

It is clear that the great general 
Council and Alexander himself would

made known by circular only are usually 
not sufficiently authenticated to justify 
the generality of people to send money 
for such purposes.

The following is a list of bogus prayers

“ You tniy rest assured of the vigor , 
i of his condemnation .... and I 

finance committee | will willingly decide to dismiss him '
n! Hamilton, OatA J. T. Halil.- ! from his,Se?> and to bl'in« him with me 

. 8.; Hon. A. D. Richard, Dor into Spain.

ccntly of an old penal law against the 
Jesuits, which was not repealed even at 

I not approve the Schismatical online- 11,0 time ot ClUllo,U-' «mancipation, has 
By what right could a Bishop of Spain i tions and episcopal consecrations where- shown tbat tbcre are sw"r,ls their 

Supervising Madid Kxamlner - Edward thus apeak of exorcising such authority by an Anglican hicrarcliy was es scabbards which only await some cue 
BK8&,D- HonKS,r K.“ Latchford, Ottawa, over the patriarch of Alexandria ? Ac- tahliahed in ir,50. namely, that hierarchy "»•«• «“>»«'> to draw them against I at».
"Aslant Secretary-J. K. H. Howison. Lon ! ,'',rlU'‘!'r Mr’ Kurt hi.. ^*r. theory which Bov. Mr. Farthing take. to much >“d the C*‘bolic“ 8hOUld 1.......
don Ont. that national Churches are independent, pains t0 prove t0 |)e possessed of valid 1,10 alel t to meot lhclr ellem""' at tlle

Osius must have greatly exceeded his j orders, Bishops consecrated for the lirst appearance of danger. Tliis . an 
authority. Could wo imagine the Arch- . purposo ot beginning a schismatical and 1,0 donc OI,l-v b-v union and association.

In the Woodstock Herald of April bishop of Canterbury at a Pan-Anglican heretical Church would ho spurned ‘ One paper said not long since that “such 
2iith we find a report of a sermon by tho Council speaking thus in regard to j as schismatics by the Fathers of an insult to the Catholics of England as 
Rev. J. C. Farthing, the rector of the Bishop Potter of New York ? If ho : thc church who met at Nice, the King’s accession oath would not re- 

Paul’s Anglican church, in ! were to do so, he would make himself a j SCHrC8 0f whom boro upon their mam twenty-four hours on the statute 
which tiiat rev. gentleman undertakes laughing-stock to the world. But Osius 1 the wounds they had ,>0°ks il there were an earnest leilet a-
to defend the sermon of Bishop Baldwin could do this for the reason that as received for bearing testimony to the
on which we made some remarks in our delegate of the Pope he had a real and truc fajth which had been handed down ,)att*e *or Catholic rights.

universal authority, and not the dele- j them from Apostolic times.
The Rev. Mr. Farthing's is professed- • gated empty “primacy of honor cl i Fathers would as soon have acknowl-

! edged Julian tho Apostate, who lived
With such lacts boforc us, what are i but a few years after them, as*head of f speak > 

wo to think of the Rev. Mr. Farthing s j the Church of Christ, and have adored 
We have not before us any report statements “ that in early days the j aj. his dictation the gods of heathenism The above heading does not seem in- 

of Father Cook’s sermon, and it is not rights of national churches were recog- j a9 tpuo gods as to have accepted the j appropriate, in view of the apathy
our purpose to deal here with any per- nized, and they were independent ?” j supremacy of Henry VIII. or Queen which seems to prevail in too many
sonal issue between the two gentleman, We do not deny that in every j ungaijeth, or to have recognized Eliza- anti-rathoUc oath which liur ‘lîegvlordi
but as Rev. Mr. Farthing makes country, so long as matters went smooth-1 beth's batch of Bishops as pastors in the : King Edward, has been forced to take
a] great flourish of trumpets we ly* not only every national Church, but , Qjjurch of God. on his accession to the imperial throne,
propose to show that he has every provincial, and even every dio- | \ye already quoted the testimony of His majority has been already obliged
failed completely to prove that cesan Church proceeded calmly in the Irenæns in regard to the Headship of | ‘je™that* the° teli^hMdTy^twelve
tile Bishops and clergy of the conducting of its own affairs, just as j the church as belonging to tho Pope. | millions of liis subjects in the sacrifice
Church of England have valid priestly they all do in tlio Catholic Church at , |a,t ua now |,ear St. Cyprian, who flour- of the Mass is idolatrous and supersti-
orders, and tiiat this same Church is the present day, hut it is seen that in j jshn(1 in the thil.d century, namely in | tio,ls and that their veneration of the
identical with the original Church of subjects of importance the authority , v D, 230 and 210 : I power'T'hunmn ian-
England established in that country, of the Pope was always appealed to as „ A psoudo_Bishop having boon set gunge to describe tho length and the 
say in 183, in the reign of King Lucius, the final tribunal to which all matters | up P)r themselves by heretics, they breadth and tne depth ot the outrage on
and later under the Saxon domination of great moment were referred. ; dare to sail and to carry letters from Catholic feeling contained ill this din-
bv St Augustine in ">97 In the face of numerous authorities of schismatics and profane persons to the bolic. declaration a declaration

In ;ur i8sue of three weeks ago we this kind, the Rev. Mr. Farthing states I Chair of Peter and tho chief Church made not by a mere politician soliciting
in our issue oi tnree weens ago we 6 (eccleaiam principnlrm) whence tne tho votes of ignorant bigots, but hy the

proved already at some length by the that the supreme authority of the Pope unjty t|10 priesthood took its rise." very head of the State !—made, too,
testimony of Venerable Bede, William dates from after the year 850, and was not on an ordinary occasion, hut
of Malmesbury and other ancient Brit- based upon sixty forged documents Tins rc cis to the false lb hop l ortun- on hf< coming to the throne,
OI BiaimosDurj.aim oiner ancitni di it i j 7 atus who had ,the presumption to go to and that, not in Russia or
ish historians and historical monuments which wer© mad© public nt this time. _ . . . . . . .. nisn msMiri.ms <mu mhvui icai immumoms, 1 ; Rome to plead before the Pop© that he China, but in the very heart of an Em-
that the British Church of the second Tins is a gross misrepresentation of tlio . |)t ))e confirmed in liis episcopacy pire which depends largely for its free-

case. It is true that some person, usu- h ' 1 , dom and its success in peace and war
ally called Isidore Mercator, but whose ™”ept,t,ously obtained m just such a nn t|iese twelvc millions of-• supersti- 
identity is not known for a certainty, manner as Rev. Mr Farthing pretends tions" and "idolatrous" Catholics!

. , , , . ... and argues that Matthew Parker and Mark you, Catholic readers, you have
issued forged documents, which wore ))ecamo true Biahopg iu the ycar been expressly singled out for this
sup)x>sed by many to be authentic. But * royal compliment ! Glory in the thought 1
the Pope’s authority was fully re- ' ■ Turks, Jews and Kaffirs, Hottentots
cognized before these7 "documents The testimonies of the early ages, to and Uod men, black men brown men

. .. ... tho supremo authority of tho Popo and yellow ir.cn, firo worshippers, sun
were issued, and therefore the nmacy OTer the church of God are so mimer- worshippers and serpent worshippers, 
of the Pope in no way depended upon ous that we must limit our quotation9 have all been passed over in silence 
them. These false decretals were not 1 You vile Catholics have been made

, , c i, . 1 to but a very small number, W o shall lower thin tlio lowest for vou alonetho work ot any Pope, nor wore they j , tower man tne lowest, ior y«m «u
. . .. . . quote now only one more Father, whom have been formally proclaimed as super-

issued by Papal authority ; but the,r ^ ^ ho sat at the sam0 stitious idolaters, and that by no lesser
author was able to pass them off for a , ^ afc which as we have authority than your Sovereign ! Of
time as genuine, because they|upnela course it is our strong belief that King
the Pope’s authority which existed al- fltatt'd ab°''e’ 7° ®.18hoPs of ®nain Edward’s private sentiments are utterly 

. . • n . . were present. St. Hilary of Poictiers averse to such a declaration. \\ c be-ready and was universally recognized, ^ 1 J J , . " . ., lliif *ivir, , ... . states that the Council wrote to Popo Eeve that, and we know it, but that
and thus it was comparatively easy to ju|jus - does not change tho position,
pass off as authentic forged documents . T , _ , declaration in all its revolting form has
which were finite in accord with the br Je7, tL^LhZt from2in'tody SÆtSr Jy- 

recoivml and true teaching of thc were present in mind, concordant and of comparatively Rttle moment, because 

Church. The false decretals were not, will .... For this will be seen to when Catholics were exiled, imprisoned 
however, all forgeries. Many!of them be best, and by far the most befitting and gibbettod for their religion, it was 
were authentic decrees of Popes and UfTlm A t7n"'t0. ‘"f only consistent that the Sovereign should
Pnnnrils but ’.-mto-dat«l • but tho yf AP°stl° Peter, the priests °f the declare them •* superstitions idolaters. 
Councils, but .anto-dated but the Wrt refer (or report) from every one But we are now 'in thc twentieth cen-
Popo s authority over tho whole Church of the provinces. tury, and for the past seventy-four years
neither began with these decretals nor Wo have already made this article so we have boon deluding ourselves with 
did it depend upon them in any way. long that we are obliged to defer the tlio thought that Catholics in this Em- 
(See Encyclopedia Brittanica : Canon further consideration of Rev. Mr. Farth- pire were at least equal before the aw 

, , . , . , „ , to the followers of Mahommod or to tne
Law.) In fact, those forged socrotals mg s sermon. But we shall add that mGn wllo worship WOoden gods in the

issued not In the interest of tho even if that gentleman could establish jungles of India. If wo, poor,benighted
the valid consecration or ordination of twelve millions of Catholics, in our"sup- 
pseudo-Bishop Matthew Parker and his erstition" and “idolatry," did cherish 

, , . , ,, such a delusion, the “Accession Uatncolleagues,as he endeavors to do,the case haa set u8 rigbt. We now know our
of the Church of England would not be position. Seriously, what would Dan- 
much improved, for it is evident from iel O’Connell say of this oath were lie to 
what we have already shown that those live to-day? Would that we had mi 
Bishops and the Cergy ordained hy ?0’“£ td ^’“the

them in schism would bo in the position Empire round rang with the enormity 
of schismatical, suspended, or excom- of this official survival of penal days— 
municatod Bishops and priests, having this deep, dark cloud which comes oyer

»'■ “• <“-«*»- “SpïL?,"
cause they are cut off from Catholic oig,vs coronation. Let politloans say
unity. what they may about “tampering wit

We shall examine in a future article the oath ” and “securing Protestan 
the detailed proofs adduced by Rev. succession,” wo have too much faith
Mr-Farthing to show that thc Aug.i- ^‘gWe MmpTeasure £

can hierarchy has Apostolic succession remember that he has mounted the

graces or
who make use of them or recite them

John Ro 
sey. Truro. N 
Chester, N. B.

under certain conditions.
Our attention was recently called 

to o„o of those prayers which lias been ! "'hicli have been condemned by tho
Sacred Congregation of Indulgences as

Al’POI X I KD O K I-1 ( K US.

somewhat widely among |
other dioceses in ! ““authentic

circulated
Catholics of this and
Ontario under the designation of “ The j <>f ^ “om^k

Most Efficacious Prayer to St. Joseph. ! jqug yi|.
We do not reprint the prayer itself, as

I.

ANGLICAN ORDERS.2. A salutation to Mary tho mother 
it is an unauthorized one, and wo do I of Sorrows, written in imitation of the 
not Wish to assist in propagating it hy , Hai> ^ .. Crown

circulation.giving it tho benefit of our 
This prayer promises many favors to j the heads of certain animals to ropre- 

who recite it and fulfil the j sent tho birth of Christ between an ox
! and an ass.

. 4. A revelation said to have been
mulgated. One of these is the release made t() Sfc Bernard regarding the 
within .a certain number of days of any wound in our Lord’s shoulder, 
soul in Purgatory whom the person 5. The Rosary of the merits of tho 

designate, the | Passion and Death of Jesus Christ our

I of Thorns,” f lu; grains of which resemble
new St.

those
condition under which it is to bo pro-

“ It is my roj 
belief as a Prott 
and every one < 
Catholic subject 
Catholic peers i 
and truly horse' 
my coronation.’

tion of Catholic societies ever ready to

issue of 12th ult. These
For the Catholic Record.

WAKE UP. CATHOLICS !ly a reply to a sermon delivered by the which the Rev. Mr. Farthing speaks.using this prayer may 
condition being annexed that fivp j
copies of tho prayer shall bo written \ j,y the Blessed Virgin Mary when she 
out and distributed by the user, received Jesus into her arms, 
or that five printed copies be procured A certain prayer addressed to

the Saviour of the World.
8. A prayer of Pope St. Gregory 

said to have boon “ written to St. John

Rev. F'ather Cook in St. Mary’s church \Ye would(j. Words said to have been uttered tli<‘ Subjvrt of tlioour >liml
Oath of Accession. Chamberlain ai 
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reply, “ & 
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simply deligl 
man enough 
•‘But, ’says 
about the 1 hi 
’extremists?’

on the previous Sunday.

and circulated.
It appears evident on

that the purpose of this condition at Rome in letters of Gold.”
9. A prayer to tho Holy Cross with 

a promise of the delivery of five souls 
from purgatory if it be recited five 

printed. The leaflet is sold at a small times on successive Fridays, 
price, but if by means of these false 
promises a large number can he sold a j been f™nd in His Tomb, ami treating 
1 . , , , ... x I of the drops of blood which Ho shed onconsiderable profit may acruo to J|e j nis journey to Calvary, 
benefit of the interested promoter o! . jj ^ spurious document said to 
this spurious devotion ; and the same have been issued by St. Anthony of 
thing is to be said of some similar spur- j 
ions prayers, of which one of the condi­
tions is that it should be propagated in

the face of the

is to promote tho sale of the 1 ©allot for 
the profit of the person who had it

11 ow

10. A letter of Jesus said to have

Padua.
12. A book named “Crown of the 

I Saviour.”
A prayer to the Blessed Virgin 

It. cannot bo doubt- I beginning with tho words “ Hail, O
EL

a similar manner.
ed that tho principal aim of tho props- Sovereign Virgin.”

11. A prayer in remembrance ol t he 
glorious death of St. Benedict,” with 

profit out of the transaction, though wu promise of many ineffable graces, 
cannot imagine that the amount doriv- i ...... ..........................-.......

gators of this devotion is to make

able from such a traffic can be largo.
A similar deception has been attempt­

ed by the circulation of a prayer en- !

A GREA T BENEFIT SOCIETY.
-------- century and the Anglo-Saxon Church of

It is now nearly a quarter of a the sixth were both established by
titled “ In the Tomb,” which is falsely I t»ent ury since the Catholic Mutual missionaries from the Popes of their re­
asserted to have been discovered in the Benefit Association was established in i spective periods, namely, Eleutherius 
Tomb of our Lord in the eighty-ill it'd Canada, the first branch being formed ! and Gregory the Great, 
year of the Christian era. Other dates jn Windsor, Ont. It was then, and for ! Both these Churches constantly re- 
have also been given for the discovery j manv years afterwards, affiliated with i cognized tho authority of tho Pope, 
of this prayer, the propagation of which (|,e American Association, Canada j We showed in our former article that 
is also a condition for the obtaining ol having a Grand Council the same as I British Bishops signed tho acts of the

different States of the American union, j Council of Arles in 314 which acknowl- 
Tliose who, like the writer, joined the j edged the Pope’s universal authority,
Association on its introduction into ! and again British Bishops attended at
Canada, are at this day agreeably sur- and signed the acts of tho Council of 
prised at what may bo fairly termed Sardica in 343, and of other Councils, 
its phonomonnal growth. The Soc- showing that they belonged to tho uni- 
iety first took a firm hold in the Pro- versai Church which was never made 
vine© of Ontario, was then introduced up of independent national Churches, 
into Montreal, and from Mon- as the Rev. Mr. Farthing asserts, but 
troal spread throughout every was from the beginning one Church 
part of the Province of Quebec. Only under one visible head, the Pope, 
a short time elapsed before the groat whose jurisdiction extended throughout 
benefits to bo derived from member- all nations.
ship in the Association were recog- Bishop Baldwin himself admitted that 
nized throughout tho provinces the British Bishops assisted frequently 
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick at the Councils of the Church from 
and Prince Edward island, where it that of Arles downward. This fact of 
soon became established on a solid basis, itself proves that they belonged, not 
By leaps and bounds it progressed all to an independent English Church, but 
over the Dominion, until now it covers to tho universal Church over which 
tho whole country, many branches Rev. Mr. Farthing himself says in his 
having been formed in Manitoba and sermon :
throughout tho North-West Territories, “ It is undoubtedly true that a prim- 
all of which are in a flourishing con- acy of honor was conceded to the 
dition. The splendid success of the Bishops of Rome.”
Catholic Mutual Benefit Association 
became more marked after tho Can­
adian membership separated from tho 
United States. Tho course of events 
during tho past eight or ten years 
proves that-iho stop taken by tho Can- 

impossible to have any guarantee or adians at that time was a wise one. 
certainty. We do not assert that in 

these circulars are fraudu-

thc;y
If in

the favors promised by it, one of which 
is that those who circulate it “ shall 
not dio a sudden death.”

We cannot readily understand why
Catholics should allow themselves to be 
imposed upon by these shallow decep­
tions. Those bogus prayers have al- 

in them some indication by which Theways
it can l»e known that they are spurious,
for they make lavish promises of heaven­
ly favors for which there is no author­
ization in reason or religion.

There are many prayer-books within 
reach of Catholics, which contain ex­
cellent devotions which are calculated 
to promote love for God, and to nourish 
piety, without having recourse to these 
unauthorized or condemned prayers 
which make ridiculous promises of 

or divine benefits for whichgraces
there is no authority, as there is no were

Popes, but as a protection to Bishops 
against persecution by the civil author­
ities.

authenticity to the statements that 
Almighty God has made any revelation 
that such benefits shall bo conferred 
upon those who use the prayers.

While treating of this subject we 
feel it incumbent on us also to warn our 
readers generally to pay no attention 
to circulars sent from a distance asking 
for contributions to charities or bene­
volent works for the truth of which it is

the

The Lutheran historian, Mosheim, in 
his Church history, admits that in 
tho third century J the £chiof 
authority in the Church was universal­
ly given to the Popo. (Mosheim’s 
Church History, 3rd century.) Even 
the most extreme -Protestants admit 
that in this period the Church possessed 
the pure and primitive faith as handed 
down from the Apostles. It was within 
the period of persecution when many 
millions of martyrs laid down their lives 
to attest their firm adhesion to the 
faith originally delivered to tho saints—

We shall see from tho quotations and 
references which will bo given below 
that the primacy of tho Popes was no 
empty honor, but consisted in a real 
authority which extended over tho 
whole Church of God on earth.

At tho Council ot Sardica, thc Pope’s 
legato, Bishop Osius of Cordova, pre­
sided. This itself was an admission 
that tho Pope’s authority was real ; 
and it is to be remarked that at this 
Council the proceedings were of a very 
different character from the modern

protest 
they will taki 
cruel outrag 
latter day ci 
thorn to turn 
playful 
“ Well, then 
wo must be 
7xquisite 

he to ma 
rather than 
ftd ‘ bigots’ 
her of twelvi

<■ n‘;'
The Canadian membership is now 
nearly seventeen thousand, and isevery case

lent ; but there have been [many frauds 
perpetrated in this manner, and in the fits are paid promptly and the Associa- 
case when copious promises are made 
that hundreds of Masses will bo cole- $130,000.

steadily increasing. Tho death bene-

tion has a Reserve Fund of about
It is only justice to
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