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The Lourdes Jubilee.
General Intention For February.

MONTREAL, THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 6,
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1*6 Intention for this month bring 
before- our mind tun event of peculiar 
interest to Catholics. Indeed, among 

religious facts of the nineteenth 
ceaftury, it holds a place second to 
none. Of course, the definition of 
Papal Inerrancy and of Mary’s a Sin
less Generation arc of a higher or
der of dignity, ranking as they do 
among revealed dogmas, and becom
ing by their definition, objects of 
explicit faith. But, as a proof 
of God’s providence and mercy, as a 
practical test of Mary's love and 
cower as a triumphant reply to 
those who sooff at miracles and pil
grimages, few events in the last cen
tury, since the apostolic age, appeal 
bo strongly to the Catholic mahd as 
the origin and the wonders of our 
Lady's shrine at Lourdes.

Fifty years have gone by since the 
Immaculate Mother of God appeared 
to the little peasant girl, Bernadette 
Soubirous, at the grotto of Massa- 
bielle, thereby inaugurating that long 
aeries of wonders . which made 
this shrine so famous. The Church 
of Cod uis not unmindful of these 
favors- and she calls on her children 
throughout the world to commemo
rate this fiftieth anniversary and to 
thank God for this new proof of His 
ever-inerciful Providence.

The little town of Lourdes lies in 
the most southern part of 1* ranee, 
in the Province or Department of 
Upper Pyrenees. Half a century ago 
the town had the sort of importance 
that a half-way house has on a fre
quented country road. On their 
way to the ‘ Hot Springs and 
places of resort that abounded in 
that part of Europe, travellers had 
to pass through Lourdes, and thus 
attracted to certain quarters of the 
town a commerce and culture that 
was foreign to other humbler quar
ters and to the surrounding coun-

The Soubirous family was the 
poorest in all the locality. Berna
dette, the eldest of four children, : 
had, at this time, but one sister, 1 
two years younger. The mother, 
being in poor health and obliged to j 
work in the fields, oould not look 
after both children, and so Berna- j 
dette, while still very young, was 
taken in .charge by some friends m , 
a neighboring village. There she! 
lived till the age of fourteen, a few | 
weeks before the memorable event 
which is to be related.

Bernadette had always been of a 
weak constitution. Her education 
had been neglected. Whqp old enough 
to be of any assistance, her guardian 
sent her to tend the sheep on the 
hills near her home. At fourteen 
years she bad not ydt made her first 
communion, nor had she studied m 
any catechism; but the few simple 
prayers she knew were for her soul 
as & fountain of delight, and she 
never tired telling her beads and ask
ing her "Bonne Mûre" to guide her 
and her sheep and keep them safe 
from all danger.

But the time had come, when m 
spite of her lack of instruction, she 
had to make her First Communion, 
and so her parents called her back 
to Lourdes. She was biddeo to begin 
the study of her catechism and pre
pare for that great event in the life 
of every Catholic, but especially of 
the French peasant. Two weeks had 
hardly elapsed since her return home. 
It was in full carnival season, Thurs
day, February the eleventh, 1858. 
Little Bernadette, her sister, and 
another young girl had gone out to 
gather wood on the bank of the 
river Tfcar by. The two other chil
dren had crossed a shallow dtreatn, 
■while Bernadette was removing her 
rough shoes that she might follow 
them. Suddenly above the rock, at 
tile base ot which her two ooropa- 
nions opposite were busy gathering 
dry branches, the image of a beauti- 
tut lady appeared to Bernadette. The 
vision said nothing, neither did it 
make any sign; till, after about fi!- 
teen minutes, it vanished as H had 
come. On her way home, and es- 
pedal ly on meeting her parents, Ber- 
nadette told over and over again the 
story ot what she had seen and the 
beauty of the “grande dame of the 
vision. All sorts of rumors were 
soon in circulation, and Bernadette s 
parents being alarmed, forbade her 
to return to the grotto. Friday end 
Saturday passed as usual. On Sun
day the little girl begged,, as a fa
vor, to be allowed to visit the scene 
ot the vision," and this bring grant
ed. she hastened there with t*sr ris- 
ter after Mass. Again the splendid 
vision appeared; but, as before, «ewe 
no further token of its reality. For 
several successive days, in presence 

an ever-increasing multitude, the 
crowd saw Bernadette s race 
munMned by a heavenly light, while 
she knelt In prayer, her eyes fined 
on the spot where to her alone the 
beautiful lady wes visible.

The hour of still further Wonders 
was not far off.. The mysterious ap- 

an several occasions, had 
to Bernadette, had serit a 
to the parish priest, bidding

him build a chspeTat the^otto.
had even eriven tier name. The Im- 
m«çu1et« Conceotion.” end had caus
ed a fountain to spring tip out of 
the dry hock. ,

pari ti on,

In the meantime neither the Bishop 
nor his i clergy gave any encourage
ment to the youthful seer, nor did 
they countenance tier story. Her own 
parish priest even treated her with 
great severity, blaming] her for 
spreading such silly réports, and by 
his harshness testing her sincerity tto 
its utmost. But the child never war 
vered. Her account of the visions 
was ever the same. Evidently she 
had seen something. Yet, as if to 
convince us that no clerical influence 
was behind the simple country girl, 
the Bishop forbade the clergy not 
only being present at any of the ap
paritions, but even to visit the 
grotto where they were said to 
Have taken place.

The civil power likewise interven
ed. Bernadette was summoned to 
appear before the police magistrate. 
The»Minister of Public Worship, in 
Paris, was consulted. The official 
newspaper, inspired with a holy zeal, 
"for the suppression of supersti
tion," undertook to show that the 
child was the dupe of some silly 
fancy. She was interviewed and 
cross-questioned, brow-beaten and 
menaced with all the rigors of French 
law; but though frightened out of 
lier wits by threats of prison, to all 

, the insidious questions of the magis
trate, Bernadette had but one and 
the same answer: she had seen a
beautiful lady, clad in rich garments, 
and the same vision had appeared to 
her for many successive days.

Then followed a series of petty per
secutions that remind us very forcib
ly of the story told in the last chap
ters of St. Matthew’s Gospel. These 
hypocrites and enemies of Christ and 
His Church, out of pretended zeal 
for religion, resolved to suppress by 
force "this attack on The parity of 
the Christian faith." There ia no 
saying how cruelly they might have 
dealt with Bernadette and her l>u- 
rents had they not dreaded public 
opinion. The child had become the 
idol of the whole country, and the 
gendarmes had to be cautious when 
dealing with the crowds that daily 
flocked to the grotto from the sur
rounding villages. The people would 
not stay at home in spite of the 
menacing notices of the chief of 
police, nor would they consent to be 
hushed, when they saw the face of 
little Bernadette lighted up with the 
celestial vision. Reports of miracles 
likewise began to be circulated and 
confirmed by the testimony of emi
nent doctors. And so, in spite of 
the pelice and the Minister of Pub
lic Worship, the story of the little 
village girl was believed and con
firmed by proofs, the miraculous 
fountain continued to flow, and the 
wonders of Lourdes became an es
tablished fact.

This jubilee gives us a suitable oc- 
easier, for hirbi*ing up our Catho
lic principles with regard to mira
cles. It is as unplrilosoplrical as it 
is un-Christian to deny not only 
their possibility, but their existence. 
A reference to any manual of Catho
lic philosophy will show how un
founded are the objections to mira
cles. By refusing to admit the evi
dence brought forward to attest 
thrir reality, we strike at the root 
of all historical truth. Theologians 
too show us that our very faith is 
«rounded on the fact of miracles 
The Man-God continually appealed to 
them as proofs of His divinity, and 
St. Paul goes so far as to say that 
“If Christ had not risen again, then 
is our preaching vnio, and your faith 
is also vain."

But we are to admit other mira
cles besides those of messianic and 
apostolic times; and Catholics must 
remember that miracles are one 
of the marks and signs of the True 
Church, and that consequently who
ever Christianity is vigorous end 
healthy there will miracles be found.

On the other hand the Church gives 
no encouragement to superstition or 
credulity. Quite the contrary. 
Through her ministers she is ever 
searching for them and condemning 
them. She does not demand that 
her children should believe all the 
stories in circulation about miracles 
performed at certain shrines, or dur- 
ing pilgrimages, or by the relics of 
holy persons. In pretence of such 
rumors, the attitude of the devout 
Catholic should be one of respectful 
reserve. But when evidence is forth 
coming that would warrant the as
sent of a prudent man In matters ot 
science or history, a Catholic can 
not refuse his adhesion without play
ing into the. hands of the enemies of 
all miracles and of religion itsei.

Many of the miracles perfoimed at 
Lourdes, during the last fifty veara, 
are confirmed by most unquestion
able testimony. Men 'if ’■yeal< fn,.a 
even infidels attest «rat n«*r the 
grotto, in spite of their -ad 'Ksnosi- 
tlons, they received graces ter better 
than health of body.
"And those who came to soon re

mained to prAy " _ .
A special volume. Les Grandes 

Guérisons de Lourdes, by Dr. Bots- 
sarte. has been published, and in it 
are given details of some of the 
more remarkable cures. The oesee 
are stated completely; the d’agorris 
end verdict of emmen» physicians -re 
detailed: no room Is left for res-

sonaible doubt. The Catholic who 
could scoff at such wonders, con
firmed by such testimony, is excus
able before God only by his ignor-

Our faith in Lourdes being once 
established, we shall enter into the 
full spirit of the Jubilee, and thank 
God each day of this anniversary 
month for His cendecension and 
His mercy. Our thoughts will na
turally also revert to Our Lady. We 
cannot all enjoy the privilege of a 
journey to her grotto; kut we can 
stimulate our confidence in her by 
remembering that her great power 
is not limited to any particular spot. 
Wonderful are her works at Lourdes, 
wonderful at other favorite shrines. 
Wonderful will they also be in our 
hearts if we pray with earnestness 
and confidence, for our own person
al needs, and, with the apostolic 
spirit of the League, for all the in
terests of the Heart of her divine 
Son.—L. Cotter, S.J., in the Mes
senger of the Sacred Heart.

New Irish Parish.

REV. M. L. SHEA.
First Pastor of St. Aloysius-Parish. ,

English-speaking parishioners to 
the number of some 400 attended | 
the services on Sunday last, malting 
the opening of the new .parish, which ; 
■in future will be known as tit. I 
Aloysius. The temporary place of • 
worship is situated in the basement,,' 
of St. Joseph’s School, at the cor-j 
ner of Hutton and Descry streets, 1 
where the chapel will serve for their 
offices until a more spacious one 
can be erected. The new pastor, 
ltev. M. L, Shea, so long and fa
vorably known in St. Anthony’s, is j 
already displaying the full measure 
of his well known activity towards, 
the furtherance of this great end. 
The rev. gentleman has taken up his 
residence at No. 23 Aylwin street, 
where he will pass the winter 
months. Then he will take up his 
home at 1872 Notre Dame street 
east. To Father Shea and his num
erous flock, we wish all manner of 
happiness and prosperity.

The following notes will plainly 
show that, in spite of t-he fact that 
the new sister parish has barely en
tered into existencé, yet its members 
are already working hard .to further 
the means to meet the most urgent 
needs -certain to present themselves. 
At a meeting of the ladies of the 
parish of St. Aloysius, held on Tues
day evening last in St. Joseph's con
vent hall, arrangements were com
pleted for the holding of a social re- : 
union and musical entertainment in 
aid of the building fund of the new 
parish church, which, it. is expected, 
will be erected during the coming 
summer months. This entertainment 
will be held in the Maisonneuve Tow 
Hall, corner Letourneau and Notre 
Dame streets, on Thursday, Feb. 18, | 
This being the first entertainment ; 
and euchre bo be held in connection 
with the work of the new parish, it 
goes Without saying that all charit
ably disposed friends will strain a 
point to attend and help so praise- 
worthy an undertaking. Father g 
Shea, the new and popular pastor, ; 
assures all who attend a most de
lightful evening.

Priest’s Golden Jubilee.
Right Rev. P. McEvay, Bishop of 

London, and about: thirty priests 
from the London diocese, attended 
the jubilee services held at St. Al- ! 
pbonsus Church on Wednesday in ho
nor of Rev. Father Boubat, who has 
completed his fiftieth year in the] 
priesthood. Father Boubat is a na- : 
tive of France, and is now in his , 
seventy-sixth year. He was ordain- ; 
ed at Sandwich in 1857 and con
tinued in active work until his re
tirement about a year ago. In spite 
of his advanced age he shows little 
sign Of, feebleness.

Dickie’s Anti-Consumptive Syrup is 
the result of expert bhemicàl experi
ments. undertaken to discover a pre
ventive of inflammation of the lungs 
and consumption by destroying the 
germs that develop these diseases, 
and fill the world with pitiable sub
jects hopelessly stricken. The use 
of this Syrup will prevent the dire 
consequences of neglected colds. A 
triai; ! which costs only 25 cents, 
will convince you that this Is cor-

Quebec Tri-Centenay
Mgr. Sbaretti Sanctions Suggestion of 

Governor-General.

I The Governor-General has received 
| the following communication from 
j Mgn. Sbaretti, Archbishop of Ephe- 
i sus and apostolic delegate in Cana- 
I da. It is dated Ottawa, January 
; 25, -and is as fo-llows:
j "The project which Your Excellen
cy has conceived, and the work you 
hatic undertaken of converting the 
two famous battlefields of the Plains 
of A brahtun and of St. Foy into a 
Nmtikmal Park, appeals to my *heur- 
tie»; commendation and. support, ui>- 
pe&fc to me both as an admirer of 
thé i Canadian people and ns u Bishop 
of tiie Catholic Church and the re
presentative of the Holy See in this 
country. Certainly it has been a 
hapjpy and lofty idea to join in com
mon honor the two places which 
witnessed the equal valor and brav
ery of the French and English an-ries 
and where, so to speak, was laid the 
corner-stone of the liberties, not only 
of Canada, but of the whole North 
American continent. The park which 
it is your Excellency's intention to 
make with its beauty and signifi
cant» wiH teach a# Canadians of 
eveiy race and nationality that they 
have equal rights and obligations, 
theft they should mutually respect 
the*? rights, and that they -have to 
woi k in harmony, side by sidy, for 
the welfare and grandeur of their 
con mon country.

" 'he event which these battlefields 
rec ,11 have for us Catholics a deep
er i nd even more important meaning. 
In .he all-wise designs of Divine 
Pr< yidence they were destined for 
the protection of our Church against 
the persecution and tyranny of opr 
preisors, old and new, and for thé 
maintenance of. her sacred rights 
under the beneficent. .fold of the 
English flag.

"Tire Canadian hierarchy and the 
Catholic people have on many solemn 
occasions, and in no equivocal man
ner, by word and deed, shown bow 
much they appreciate this recognition 
and guarantee of their riglues. The 
national j>ark will be a perpetual re
minder to future generations of their 
debt of gratitude and loyalty to the 
British Crown.

'•'I am glad, therefore, to express 
■to Your Excellency the assurance 
1 ho), the Catholics oi Canada are 
rorrtially with you. and arc one 
with their fellow-citizens of all 
classes in support of your great un
dertaking. 1 ho|ie, and 1 feel con
fident, you will meet with un'liounri- 
ed* success."

For the Man
Of sedate taste in|dress; 

for the young man with 
advanced ideas, or the boy 
of extreme notions we 
have in our large range 
of Gentlemen’s Furnish
ing the correct article for 
each.

Clergymen—Roman Collars in all sizes.

2 Stores: 251 St. Catherine St. Weet 
7 " " Eaet

Catholic Teachers’ Association Holds 
Conference.

Priest Killed by 1 rain.
A fatality occured at Quebec on 

Tuesday evening on the railway be
tween Quebec and Montmorency Falls 
when the Rev. Mr. Galarneau, a re
tired priest, was run over and killed. 
The deceased, who was 70 years of 
age, went to visit some relatives in 
Mastai village, near Beauport, and 
started to walk on the railway track 
to Quebec, a distance of about two 
miles. The railway company has a 
double track, and the venerable 
clergyman was on the northern track 
upon which run the oars coming from 
the Falls. The Quebec train left 
from this end at 9 o'clock, and it is 
supposed that, dazed by the head
light of the car, the priest thought 
that the oar was on the track upon 
which he was walking, and crossed 
over to the southern track, and, as 
he did so. was struck by the snow
plough. The car was immediately 
stopped, and when the conductor, 
motormen and passengers went out
side they discovered that the clergy
man was dead.

CONCERT IN AID OF ST.
JOSEPH’S HOME.

On next Monday evening, the 
tenth of February, St. Gabriel’s 
Juvenile T. A. & B. Society pur
pose holding a dramatic and musical 
entertainment in St. Gabriel's Hall 
basement of the church, corner of 
Center and Laprairie streets, for the 
benefit of St. Joseph's Home. In this 
respect, too much praise can hardly 
be given the Juveniles^ and it is 
hoped that the worthy object will 
receive the patronage it so well de
serves. The tickets are quite within 
the reach of all, 10 cents for chil
dren and 25 cents for adults.

Tombola at Cote Si. Paul.

A tombola in the new chapel, 
Ghurch Avenue, Cote St. Paul, in 
aid of a new church to replace the 
one destroyed by fire last September 
is being held by the ladies of the 
parish. Mrs. Pierre Dansereau and 
Mrs. John P. Gallagher have been 
elected presidents of the French and 
English-speaking sections respective
ly, and Mrs. F. W. Wait treasurer'. 
'Fhe opening took place on Monday 
evening last.

■ You cannot be happy while you 
have corns. Then do not delay in 
getting a bottle of Holloway’s Corn 
Opre. It removes all kinds of corns 
without pain. Failure with it is
unknown.

The 1261 h semi-annual conference 
of the Catholic Teachers Associa
tion of Montreal took ]ilu<‘e on last 
Friday, January .‘list, at the Jac
ques (.'artier Normal School. There 
was a large attendance of the tea
chers . The financial cond’tion of the 
Association was in good shape, and 
the pension fund for ..old teachers is 
constantly augmenting.

Principal Letourneau, of St. Denis 
school, read unable paper on "Al
coholism. " Prof. Mondoux read a 
paper on "School Discipline," Prof. 
McCarthy of the Belmont ‘School 
gave a very interesting tvivl in- 
f-it.ruc4+v\> paper on Hie teaching of 
t he English laiv i ègv. I he young 
professor was warmly con w.-nded for 
his effort by- Principals Maguire, l.n- 
barre and l> \suelniers, and by 
Profs. P. Malone, J. N. Prieebois. 
President (’««grain and Secretary 
(’•harlonneun.

We have much pleasure in piv?»er/t- 
ing our readers with a full report of 
Prof. McCarthy’s conference:

The Teaching of the English Lan
guage.—We read from "(iixeinvood" 
in his "Principles of I'd cation." 
that "Lanraabe is any method of 
expressing thought and feeling.'' Not 
denoting any language n bli
the natural sequence to ties defini
tion leads us to assume that such 
is applicable •!■<> one ami ell of the 
many forms of language that are 
s|H>k<»n by the different nations of 
people who inhabit this vast uni-

lt not being my intention to deal | 
with languages in general, I have se- 1 
leCted one in particular upon which j 
1 shall vndeauor t.o offer a few sug- ; 
gestions' upon the "purpose and me
thod" by which this all-important 
subject should be taught.

in reviewing the history of our 
language, we find that English is 
not an isolated tongue, but, that 
technically it belongs to the West 
Teutonic sub-division of the Indo- 
European family. When tne origin
al Indo-European broke up into 
tribes and scattered over Europe, the 
Saxons and the Angles settled in the 
north, where the peninsula of Den
mark juts out into the sea, but in 
their plundering expeditions were at
tracted across the sea, to the beau
tiful and productive island of Bri
tain. Constant warfare among these 
nations, terminated in the eighth 
century, when the West Saxons gain
ed the supremacy. With political 
supremacy came linguistic supremacy, 
and west Saxon became the cultivat
ed language of the whole people. It 
developed a literature in the time 
of Alfred, and nearly'all existing 
monuments of earliest English (are 
in this dialect. About tiiip period , 
the word "English," pronounced and j 
spelt slightly different from the mo- ! 
dem form of the present date, came i 
to be, and continued to be applied to . 
the vernacular literature. The West , 
Saxon dialect continued to be the j 
language of literature until the Nor- , 
man conquest. Chaucer’s ’ Canter
bury Tales" composed about the lat
ter part of the thirteenth century, 
<Hd much to fix and preserve the 
English language, through the in
fluences of a great literature.

The capacity of the English to 
adopt and to naturalize foreign 
words, has remained to the present 
time one of its most peculiar cha
racteristics. It has given -to our 
language a composite character, dif
fering from that of any other tongue, i 
To Chaucer's genius is attributed the ; 
power of the modified speech ns first I 
revealed by him, and Lowell thinks 
it hardly too much to say that, like . 
Dante, he found his native tongue a 
dialect and left it a language.'

This capacity of the language, to 
adopt and naturalize foreign words, 
only served to add again to its 
richness and its Tower. From the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
history has been repeating itself. 
Progress in scientific studies hee in
troduced a large number of scientific 

I terms, mostly derived from the Là- 
i tin and Greek. And os England hàs 
1 become the great, colonizing power

of Europe, as her trade has extended 
around the globv. the language of 
hvr jh-oplr luus enlarged its vocabul
ary. and drawn from as great a va
riety of sources as has her trade. In 
like manner, the Uniied States by its 
recant war ’with Spain, and 'its wise 
policy of expansion, is stim(dating a 
m-w and heretofore unknown interest 
in .In- Spanish language, and accord
ingly ns its immense (.rath* relations 
extend, it will (10111)111*88 contribute 
ils share in adding to the already ex
tensive vocabulary of English 
speech.

Having reviewed the origin and 
outcome of the English language, it' 
now devolves upon me to place be
fore you the main point, for which 
this discourse is intended. The prac
tical application of principles to 
leaching, results in the invention of 
various methods and devices. While 
the principles arc i>ernmnent, de
vices and methods are changeable. 
I here must enter into each device, 
something that is consistent with 
the age of the pupils, and his qr 
her knowledge with regard to the 
subject in lut ml. A device is not 
practical once and for all, but may 
he practical now, in this particular 
circumstance. There is a continual 
i.(*vd, -on the pari of the teacher, of 
newly invented devices. He sees 
clearly that each device, after some 
t ime, becomes somewhat mechanical, 
..nd loses its hold upon the minds of 
i lie pupils. The efficient teacher, 
i'heretore, is not the person who 
merely knows the highest principles 
. f education, but the one who can 
l:Nu these to give life ,to practical me- 
i hods, so as to accommodate them 
.o the increasing power gained by 
the pupil. Therefore, the teacher 
will set tiie tasks for the pupils in 
• uch a way as to bring to them a 
i.reling of the need of edrtoin info rota
tion, in order to solve the problems 
given them. The child of six, seven 
->r eight years, has many interests, 
but no great knowledge of any one 
subject. The good primary teacher 
ascertains or finds out these various 
.dements of interest, brings them 
out, and skilfully combines these 
elements together in t/he mind of the

If language be, as before stated, 
any method of expressing thought 
and feeling, is it not obvious to us, 
then, that we should follow some 
authorized method for the proper 
training of the pupil, in this moet 
important of all subjects? The im
mediate aim in language teaching is 
to give the pupil power to tell what 
!ie knows, by the use of spoken and 
written words. This implies, first, 
the mastery of the spoken and writ
ten forms in accordance with good 
usage; second, the analysis of the 
ftructure of the language to know 
what good usage is; and third, the 
constant practice in speaking and 
writing. Then the pupil, at the 
■iroper time, studies the principles of 
? grammar, that he may know what 
correct usage is. .Ttie method adopt
ed in language work should seek to 
develop connected thought in ex
pression. This remark implies: 1st, 
a plan of preparation; 2nd, a plan 
of presentation; Brd, a plan of as
sociating the new ideas with those 
previously acquired. The objects of 
the work are to increase the voca
bulary of children, and to give
them fluent and accurate use of 
words; also to enlarge their cir- 

( Continued on page 8. )

The Demon Dyspepsia.—In olden 
times it wes a popular belief that de
mons moved' invisibly through the 
ambient air. seeking to enter into
men and trouble them. At the pre
sent day the demon, dyspepsia, is et 
large in the same way, secMh^ habi
tation in those who by carefes* or 
unwise living invites, him. ArH^nce 
he enters a man it is <y(<icid,1 to <W(*- 
lodge Mm. .HeThà«t firufg hiirs ’f.p " 
possessed should know that 
ant friend to do battle for Mr 
the unseen- top is Btrinelee’s 
a-ble Pills. wMch are ever n 

the trial. * ,>


