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cisco consulate received similar sentences, and 
others concerned in the conspiracies are to re
ceive due punishment.

Justice in this case seems to have been 
prompt and effective. Appeals may be taken 
and one cannot be certain of the ultimate de
cision. Meanwhile it is right that the zeal 
of the American authorities in San Francisco, 
and the firmness of the court, in vindicating 
American neutrality shall be acknowledged 
by all.

Mr. Bopp was for several years Consul-Gen
eral for Germany at Montreal. One. would have 
thought that an official who had thus par
taken of Canadian hospitality would at least 
have refrained from unlawful conspiracy 
against Canada. But German “kulture” pro
duces remarkable fruit in these limes.

granted, therefore, that, the Premier will ar
range to attend the Conference.

The Imperial Government have given no defi
nite statement of the nature of the business to

A Similar Case
z~x NE of the complaints against the Adam- 
L/ son law, passed by Congress at the 
earnest request of President Wilson, was that 
it required the immediate granting by the rail
ways of ten hours’ pay for an eight hour day, 
and. then provided for a subsequent inquiry 
as to the effect of this change upon the rail
way business. The question of the constitu
tionality of the law is now being argued before

The

be brought before 1he Conference, a point to 
■which attention has been publicly directed by 
Premier Massey, of New Zealand, who is now 
in England, who apparently thinks that the 
representatives of the Dominions should, be
fore going to the Conference, have some idea 
of what is expected of them, 
further statement of the purposes of the meet
ing is available it will not be easy to form an 
intelligent opinion as to its value, 
doubtful as to the practical usefulness oi such- 
an assembly at present. The Colonial Office, 
before the thing is over, may iind it an einbar- 

As regards llic prosecution of the

Until some

the United States Supreme Court, 
other day, when one of the government^ legs! 
representatives was arguing in support of the 
1 aw, he was interrupted by Mr. Justice Pit-
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ney, who put this ease :

‘‘Let us suppose, that the railroads are 
buying coal by the long ton and that Con
gress passed a law compelling them to buy 
it by the short ton and pay the same price 
for the short ton that they had been pay
ing for the long ton, and that Congress 
at the same time provided for, an investi
gation for a period of a few months of the 
effect on the railroads of this increase in 
the cost of coal. Would you say that this 
would be constitutional !" ’

rassinent.
war, the Conference can do ho more Ilian is al
ready being done, or Ilian what the various 
paris of the Empire are ready 1o do without 

Conference resolutions; a'tid as to the

j

Returns to his First Loveany
after-1 he-war problems, il is questionable whe
ther the time has arrived when these can he 
most conveniently and advantageously eonsid- 

However, as the imperial Government

IoCRNALliSTS throughout the country will 
welcome the return of Mr. It. S. White 

to tin- ranks. The announcement has been 
made that Mr. Robert Kmeaton White, Col
lector of Customs at the port of Montreal, is 
returning .to the Gazette as chief editorial 
writer. The Whites haw long been intimate
ly associated with the direction and manage
ment of that newspaper, and it seems almost 
strange not to have a member of the family 
writing editorials for thal staid institution.
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have proposed the meeting, it is necessary that 
the Dominions shall iiecei.il the invitation and
of course the Premier of < amide Humid be pre
sent with the representatives of the oilier Do-

. . ion in

The lawyer, we arc told in the report, “hem
med and hawed and said he couldn't see the 
analogy to the action of Congress in compell
ing an increase in wages and providing for an 
investigation afterwards.” It is possible that, 
as a matter of American constitutional law, 

Mr. White succeeded his father, the late there may be a difference between the two 
Hon. Thomas White, as editor-in-chief of the eases, but to the ordinary reader they seem the 
Gazette, and later followed in his father's fool- same. Under our Canadian constitution there 
steps as Member of Parliament for Cardwell,
Ontario. While Mr. White was a useful and 
influential Member of Parliament his real coal or labor. As to the propriety or wisdom

There will lie general : iminions.
Canada at the good under:,landing that, has 
been come to by tile leaders of the tvo parties
in this matter.

Theory and Condition
could hardly be a question as to the power of 
Parliament to make the law, either as respectsa miablep RESIDENT WILSON, in us

reflect ions on tiie desira Ini ily of peace 
iu Europe, would do well to hear in mind a hit 
of philosophy which is credited to one oi his 
predecessors.
theory that confronts us," said Mr. Grover 
Clravclaud, in discussing sonic questions that 
;irose in his day.

Mr. Wilson is full of agreeable theories, 
which he usually presents in a pleasing manner. 
But lie fails to take sufficient account of the 
realities with which the belligerent nations 

Ills speech to till1 United States

work In life was done as a journalist. In turn of doing so, there.might be much qtn 
as commercial editor of Ihc paper, ns its Ot
tawa press gallery representative, and later us 
editor-in-chief he did a lot of constructive

the power of Parliament to do thij
wrong things, is very broad.
States the railway companies seem to feel ttnff 
lliey have a strong ground for,claiming that 
the law is unconstitutional.

In the-“II is a condition find not a

1work, lie is unusually well informed on com
mercial and industrial conditions, and thor
oughly versed in politics. His return to the 
Gazette will make for the strength and use
fulness of that paper.
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Whatever else may be said of Col. Theodore 

Roosevelt it cannot be charged against him 
that he is lacking in plain and vigorous speak
ing. In round and energetic phrases he de
nounces President Wilson's recent speech as a 
screen behind which the President, shirks his 
duty. While the President’s finely written 
sentences leave so much room for doubt as to 
what he means, it is refreshing to find his critic 
talking so plainly. But it is just as well that 
a person of Col. Roosevelt’s emphatic lan
guage has not the responsibility of the Presi-

have to deal.
R-cnate reads more like an address to hisPrineo-

Compulsion for Home 
Service

ton students than a practical proposal to meet 
the conditions which confront Great Britain 
and Iter Allies in I he war.

TELEGRAM from Toronto reports that 
a military conference held there, attend

ed b,v two hundred officers, has resolved that 
it is necessary to bring into operation certain 
sections of the Militia Act, “which means the 
calling out of all single men between the ages deucy, 
of 18 and JO years, and widowers without chil
dren. for service in Canada, from which it is 
expected drafts could be obtained voluntarily 
for overseas service.

AThe Bopp Sentence
HOSE Canadians who are sometimes 

tempted lo think that the pro-German 
element receives too much consideration in the 
United States should give a thought to what 
has just occurred in San Francisco. Mr. Franz 
Bopp, the German Consul-General, a German 
official next in rank to Ambassador Bvrnstorf, 
was suspected of having used his official posi
tion to encourage German residents of 
the United States to serve their home coun
try in an unlawful way by placing bombs on 
board ships of Britain and her Allies and by 
attempting to destroy railways and canals in 
Canada. Once the American authorities found 
fair ground for this suspicion they prosecuted 
the investigations thoroughly, accumulated a 
mass of evidence which they placed Indore the 
courts, and pressed for the conviction of those 
who had thus abused the neutrality of Am
erica to serve German ends. Now comes the 
news that Consul-General Bopp has been con
victed and sentenced to two years' imprison
ment besides a fine of $10.000. Two other 
German officials connected with the San Frail-
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The visit of the Irish Rangers, of Montreal, 

to Ireland, ou their way to the front, one of 
the most pleasing incidents of war tune, has 
afforded all parties, classes and creeds in the 

may become necessary to meet the conditions of Emerald Isle an oppoitunity of i.o operation 
the time. But if the conference authorized that cannot fail to have a good effect. If Irisli-

Thc Toronto conference may have been a 
very proper meeting, and the policy it proposes

i
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Canada, differing as they do in many 

lay aside their differences and unite 
enthusiastically for a common cause, the ques
tion naturally arises, why cannot Irishmen at 
home do likewise? Not, only ’the war service 

If the but the general welfare of Ireland should be

or permitted tin' announcement of ils procecd- mcn
ings the wisdom of such a course is question- things 
able. Military officials are hound to give their 
superior .officers the benefit, of their knowl
edge, and their advice should be welcomed.
Publicity, however, is the privilege of the re
sponsible head of the department.
Minister of Militia has authorized (lie pub- promoted by this visit of Irishman from Can- 
licity given lo the proceedings oi the Toronto ac]a fpiie men of the varions classes who have 
meeting, nobody can complain. But unless the 
publication was so authorized by him the an
nouncement of the recommendations of the

can
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come together to accord such a warm welcome 
to their overseas brethern should find in the 
occasion a bond of union for all other patriotic 

■ service.
conference looks like a grave breach of mili
tary rules.
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