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school, while in Saskatchewan a minority in any
school district—a minority which may be
cither Roman Catholic or Protestant—is allow-
ed that right.  The public school of the dis-
trict will naturally be the school of the ma-
jority.  The schodl arrangements may take
some color from the religious faith of that ma-
Jority, perhaps in the election of trustees or
the choice of teachers. If the majority are
Protestant, and the sehool arrangements are
not satisfactory to the Roman Catholic min-
ority, the latter can have a separate school.
They have exercised this right in a number
of districts.  In like manner, if the majority
are Roman Catholies, their school hecomes the
publie school of the distriet.® The Protestant
minority in that  case can claim a separate
school, and in o mumber of instances they have
done soo Tt should he explained; however, that
apart from the allowance of a certain time for
religions exercises in o separate schools, all the
sehools st he condueted aceording to a com-
mon standard, under the general regulations

ol the Government's Education Departments.

Sehool questions with small besinnings have

the unpleasant habit of growing into import-

ance. They have also, unfortunatley, the fae-
1 dostirring up aelicons  strife, i the
o of whieh it not unfrequently happens
thet coneh religions zeal < manifested by peo-

ple who have not at other fimes heen conspien-
ous for their activities in religions movements.
It is mueh to be desived that this Saskatehe-
wan question be calinly discussed and dealt
with in such o manner as to avoid a repeti-
tion of past conflicts. The trouble has not yet
taken any party form. The leaders ol the
movement against the present Saskatehewan
liow are supporters of the Scott Governmment,
by whom the law was placed on the statute
hook.  They urge that the Taw was a mistake,
one that deteats the intention ol the Autonomy
) Act, and that therefore it should be repealed.
Much, perhaps, will depend upon an anthori-
fative determination, if sueh can be obtained,
of the question, whether the Saskatehewan
laws, as they stood hefore the passing ol the
Act ol 1913 allowed sueh an option to the
minority taxpayer as s now allewed by the

opponents ol the new Adct

Canadian Government
Railways

~N ANADA s apparently crowine up!o At
() anmyrate she has rid herselt of the last
trace of the old Colonial connection —a name
which offended many who believed that Can-
ada was alveady o nation. According to an
ciet ssued by the Raithway Department  at
Ottawa the Intercolonial Railway will no longe-
er-he known as such, hut as part of a system
to be known as the Canadian Government
Railways,  Hoappears that there is an Hlinois
Central Ralway and the I ¢ RO ol Canada,
and the I ¢ R across the ine cot their cars
wixed up and caused endless worry to our
over-worked  ratlhway o oflieials, Then  the
nanghty Yankees used to steal our ears, and
would only send them back when we threat-
ened to send the sheriff or the Interstate Cowm-

merce Commission after them.

Rather than embroil President Wilson in any
mwore international” complications  and note
writing,  our pacifists at: Ottawa decided to
abandon forever the letters 1. . R., and leave
the Ilinois Central in undisturbed possession.
It meant nothing to them that for two genera-
tions these magic letters had ‘upset govern-
ments, had  (so some people said) provided

election funds for parties and subjects of de-
bate in Parliament and out of it. The Inter-
colonial is no more! The Colonial part: gave
offence during recent years to many who be-
lieved we had passed from the Colonial stage
to the status of a nation. The new name does
not suggest that we are a dependency, but ra-
ther a people who have Jaunched out on the
uncertain sea of Government ownership. It
denotes expansion,  proprietorship and pro-
gress. No longer can we shrug our shoulders
and ask  Shakespearvian-like. " What's in a

name 7’

Dumping

MERICAN  jonrnals, in their discussion
A of the trade problems likely to arise af-
ter the war, are viving considerable attention
to the question ol devising methods for pre-
venting what s called “dumping “—the sell-
ine ol foreign goods at sacrifice prices, as a
means ol attacking the home industry. Re-
Ferring 1o the efforts of Canada and Austra-

lta in that line, the New Republie says:

CNSinee 19060 Avoccalia, and sinee 1907
Canada, have had anti-dumping  clauses
in their tariff laws.  We have dumped
freclyv in Canada sinee, nevertheless, and
probably in  Australia too. How can a
customs service determine with accuracy
whether the foreign producer is offering
voods at lower prices than he charges in

his home marvket?™

Our contemporary, we think, is not well in-
Formed as to the experience of Canada. The
Canadian dumping law was the first measure
of the kind adopted anywhere.  There arve al-
ways some difficulties in the application of new
principies.  Sowme little time was required to
set the new machinery in efficient operation.
But the difficulties were overcome.  The (Cana-
dian Customs authorities, we believe, will not
confirm the statement of the American jour-
nal. They have found ways and means of de-
fermining, with substantial accuraey, whether
the invoiced price of an article is the usual
price in the country ol production, or a spe-
cial price fixed for the illegitimate purpose of
controlling the (‘anadian market, In most
cases  the Ameriean trade journals send eir-
culars accessible to the (‘anadian authorities
which furnish the desired information. In ex-
ceptional cases c¢loser inquiry is needed, and
then Canadian officialy seek “the facts at the
headquarters of the American industry con-
cerned. and, if necessary, make an examina-
tion of the books of the establishment. Of
course Canadian officials have no power to
make such investigations at an American of-
fice il the proprietors object. At one stage,
we believe, some American shippers were in-
clined to stand for their legal right in this re-
speets, refusing to allow the proposed exam-
imation. These, however, soon learned that if
they desired to do business with Canada it
would he necessary to conform to the require-
ments of Canadian Customs laws. The dump-
g clauses ol the Canadian  Customs  Tariff
have, we believe, proved more cffective for
theiv purpose than the New Republie supposes.
Occastonally somebody complains that the law
is-a failure, but inguiry will usually lead to
the discovery that the adverse opinion comes
from some interest which had desired the pro-
teetion of the law to be extended to transac-
tions that were not really dumping. A manu-
facturer in Canada who finds® keen competi-
tion from the United States may easily come
to the conclusion that it is caused by the
dumping of the American goods. He fails to

distinguish between dumping and legitimate
low prices. Wherever the importer can show
that’the price at which he is buying is the or-
dinary price of the article in the country of
production, he has a right to import at the
valuation stated, no matter how low that
price may . be. - ‘But in any case in which it
can be shown that the price is a special one,
designed to undersell the Canadian producer
of a similar article, the dumping law is avail-
able to check the practice, and the (731‘111(1ia11
(ustoms officials will find no diffienlty in
enforcing it. gl
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Alarming Proposals

ILITARY systems, based for the most

part on old-time conditions, must oceas-
lonally, in these days of disturbance, come in-
to conflict with the demoecratie spirit of the
age, especially the demoeratic spirit of the
Western continent. The considerable measure
of intercourse established in England and at
the front between the officers, non-commission-
ed officers and privates of Canadian regiments
has been surprisigg to the military men of the
old school.  Probably in the case of these regi-
ments there has been a little unofficial relaxa-
tion of the ordinary wmilitary rules. But
something more in this direction is c¢laimed by
the Chronicle, of Halifax, a city which now
has some thousands of volunteers training for
overseas service. " Away with the Frills” is
the caption of the article. The first ““frill”’
for which abolition is demanded, is the salute
now required from soldiers to officers, whether
on duty or not. The saluting business, the
writer claims, is much overdone. It is quite
right, he admits, that salutes be required
while the men are on duty; this is necessary
for the maintenance of proper discipline. But
why, he asks, should volunteers, many of whom
have occenpied influential positions in the com-
munity,  be required, when they walk the
streets. to salute every vouth who happens to
hold a commission?

The assignment of privates to do menial
duties as officers’ servants is another **frill”’
that the writer thinks may be justified in ser-
vice in the field, to enable the officer to give
his time to his important work, but such ser-
vice should not be required at other times.

An ineident just reported from Toronto dis-
closes another “*frill””  which _the Halifax
writer wowld probably include in his list.
Two officers of a (‘anadian regiment, we are
told, declined to remain in a hotel in that city
because a private soldier was allowed to be a
cuest at the same hotel,

To the military anthorities of the old world,
accustomed to see lines sharply drawn between
the various ranks of the army, suggestions
like these will seem startling.  But there will
he many people in Canada who will find them-
selves sympathizing largely with the Halifax
writer’s views. [ experience shows that the
practices complained of are cssential features
of an efficient military system—a question up-
on which we shall probably have to accept the
Judgment of military men of long serviee—
(‘anada must be content to have them, for mili-
tary cfficiency is one of the things to which at
this time. all must bow. But how far they are
really essential may be open to question.

Germany's far-reaching plans for extension
of her commercial and industrial power, and
the bearing of the present eonflict upon them,
are very clearly set forth in Professor Swan-
son's article in this issue.
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