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books for children. I don’t think you would 
like them.” I replied with great embar ass- 
ment that 1 was fifteen ; that I had read a 
good many books, but never any of these, 
and that if he would please lend me any of 
them, I would be very careful with them and 
promptly return them. After another short 
pause he said he never lent his books, but I 
might come there at any time when he was 
out, and read what I pleased; only I must 
be out of the way when he came in. This 
was indeed good, though not best, and 1 was 
not slow in availing myself of the great privi­
lege. I watched his motions and took ad­
vantage of his every absence. He superin­
tended his own farm, which was not a small 
one, and he was often most of the day in the 
fields. Besides, he frequently went from 
home on horseback and would be absent 
the whole day and sometimes a day or two. 
These were rare opportunities for me; but 
unfortunately, almost always when he had 
occasion to enter his office, he found me in 
his way. Absorbed with my book I would 
not be aware of his approach till he stood 
before me. Sometimes he frowned, some­
times he smiled; while I, in great confusion 
would hasten to replace my book, stammer 
out an apology, and flee.

One day he thus surprised me by entering 
unawares, accompanied by two or three 
others who had come on business, with him 
as a magistrate. As usual I was hastening 
to make my escape, when he stopped me 
and said;- Now W. this won’t do: 1 
always find you in my way (Speaking loud) 
Take the book home with you. When you 
have read it let me see it. If I find it all 
right you can take another: I can’t have 
you here."

This was excellent. In the course of the 
summer and autumn I had waded—(rather 
glided, for it was a most pleasurable exer­
cise) through the Squire’s library, and it had 
yielded me a large accession- -not perhaps 
of accurate knowledge— but of fresh ideas 
—subjects for further enquiry.

Correspondence.
"THOSE GRAPES."

To the Editor of the Christian Helper :
Dear Sir.—Hcwtruethe statements,that 

great minds often run in the same channel ! 
I think your article on “ Those Grapes ”— 
which seemed to me a very excellent one— 
must have made a deep impression on the 
“ scissors” editor of the Globe. Yesterday my 
eye fell on the following clipping which I sup­
pose he made from one of his “ exchanges •/

" A bunch of crapes twenty-four feet long, 
weighing twenty-tnree pounds five ounces, has 
been grown in the hot-nouse of Lady Charville, 
Kings county, Ireland. This bunch must be 
larger than that grown in the Holy Land and pic 
lured in Sunday School books, as the London 
hardener’s Chronicle says the Charville bunch is 
the heaviest ever grown."

It is true this bunch is not so big as the 
one you found, but you must remember that 
the number of the Helper containing your 
reference to the Santo Jarbara bunch had

reached the Globe sanctum a few days before 
the discovery of the Irish bunch was made. 
This speaks well for the editor’s diligence, 
and if you will give him a chance, I think he 
will do even better than he has done.

Snttbap School Brpurtment
International Bible Leeeone, 1878.

In the meantime you may carry the palm ; 
but unless I find a bigger bunch than yours, 
I will look upon the Santo Jarbara cluster as 

Sour Grapes.
Dec. 26, 1877.

Çoetre.
COUNT THE COS".

[Through the kindness of an esteemed friend we pre.— 
the following lines by the well-known President of the 
Indiana University, which have not before been published

Many a tower will stand unfinished, 
Planned, btoun, abandoned, lost— 

For the thoughtless, foolish builder, 
Fails to count the cost.

Many an army, proudly marshalled 
Marches into helpless woe,

For the boasting, reckless leader 
Underrates his foe.

Many a vessel, richly freighted,
Sinks beneath the whelming deep,

For the watcher, in the look-out,
Heedless, falls asleep.

Many a life goes out in darkness,
That might shine through endless day ; 

For the soul bewitched by folly,
Barters it away.

Lemuel Moss, D.D.

THE FIRST PSALM.

AN ANCIENT AMERICAN VERSION OF IT.

Great interest attaches to the book usually called 
“The Bay Psalm Book," from Massachusetts Bay. 
It is dated 1840. Here is a sample of the rhyme 
and rhetoric.

1. O blessed man, that in the advice 
of wicket doth not walk: 

nor stand in sinner’s way, nor sit 
in chayre of scornful folk.

а. But in the law of Iehoval,
is his longing delight ; 

and in his law doth meditate, 
by day and eke by night.

3. And he shall lie like a tree
plante! by watir-rivers : 

that in his season yields his fruit, 
and his leafe never withers.

4. And all he doth shall prosper well ;
the wicket are not so, 

but they are like vnto the chaffe 
which wind drives too and fro.

5. Therefore shall not vngodly men
rise to stand in the doome, 

nor shall the sinner* with the just 
in their assembly come.

б. For of the rightous men, the Lord
acknowledgeth the way ; 

but the way of the vngodly men 
shall vtterly decay.

Studies about thf. Kingdom of Judah. 

FIRST QUARTER.
Jan. 'fl. Rehobi*m, IhI Judsli ÎCIiron. til: 1-lt

JOTjujlMT 

xxxtll ; Ufl

tt. jehoshuphst'ii Prosperity. ..
6. 8. .lehoehf.phât Reproved.........

10. Jeh'iehsphet Helped of God. 
17. Jo**h Repairing the Temple 
84. Vxxleh'e Pride Punished. . 

r. 8 A hex' Persistent '"‘ckedneee.
10. Hexeklah's Good Reign.......
17. Hoieklah and the Aawvrlana. 
24. Manar-A brought to Repent-

Prepared for the Christian Helper.

Jan. 13.—1Tl« Covenant Benewed.—1
Chron. xv. 8-15.—B. C. 941.

GOLDEN TEXT.
“ Be y# ttrong, there fort, and let not your handi he 

weak, /or your work ihali be re wanted:' -* Chron. sv 7.

INTRODUCTORY.
Our last lesson left Asa and all Judah in great 

trouble, but in that trouble calling upon Him who 
lias said : " Call upon Me in the day of trouble j 
I will deliver thee. — Ps. 1:15.

We see in verses 12-15 °I the ,41*1 chapter, 
how abundantly Asa's praver was answered. 
Flushed with the success of their humanly un­
equal conflict with Zera and his -mmense army, 
ard elated with the spoils obtained, perhaps there 
m.xy have sprung up in the minds of Asa and his 
pet pie as is too often the case— a feeling of pride 
and vainglory, a tendency to forget in their pros­
perity what hail lieen so real in their adversity : 
that all their help must come from God. If there 
was such a disposition, God in His mercy, did 
not permit it to grow, and by His inspired 
prophet, sent this message, at once of warning and 
encouragement " Hear ye me, Asa, and all 
Judah And Benjamin: the Lord is with yon, while 
ye be with Him ; and if ye seek Him, He will be 
found of you. but if ye forsake Him, He will for- 
sake you. — Chap. xv. 2. Then by recalling pre­
vious history, the prophet reminds them that 
forgetfulness of the Lord and adversity, or reliance 
upon Him and prosperity, arc invariably con­
nected as cause and effect.

These words of admonition and encouragement 
were as good seed sown in good soil, the growth 
and fruit of which appear in our lesson proper— 
which may be considered under three heads ; (1) 
Preparation for the Covenant ; (3) The Covenant; 
(3) The Happy Results.

1. the preparation.—v. 8-ii. 
r. 8. When Asa heard, Ac. The events 

of the lesson occurred in the 15th year of his 
reign (see verse 10). And the prophecy of 
Oded. Oded was the lather of the prophet from 
whose lips the Divine message had come to Asa, 
(see verse 1). Several explanations are proposed, 
(1) Oded " who is by some identified with Iddo 
the prophet and historian of two pnveding reigns," 
may have uttered some propl y concerning 
this matter of which we kno othl.ig fur­
ther than is here recorded, or (a) insertion of
these words “ of Oded the prophi may ue re­
garded as a corruption of the text robnhly the 
remains of a note which crept in from the maigin 

I (Bertheau) ; or (3) the words Autriah the son of-—


