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Species of this genus inhabit principally the northern
parts of the world, and are generally characterized by the
prevalence of grey or cinereous of various shades in their
plumage.”

Cinereus
Owl.

GrEAT | Syraium cinereum, Gmelin,
Grey Own.\ *,, Lapponicum, var, cinereum. C.

This is considered the largest of the North American
Owls. Length from 2 to 2} feet; girth about 22 inches. Pre-
vailing colovr on upper parts dark chocol brown,
mottled with greyish-white.  Primaries also chocolate-
brown, with mottled greyis the middle
and upper portion of the same. ly marked.
Facial disc with alternate gray and dark brown circular
bands.  Breast and abdomen streaked and barred with
greyish-whi d dark brown, with more white on the
breast, is also a dark brown band extending from
the breast almost round the neck. Legs and feet large
and covered with smaller gray and brown banded
fehthers,  Bill yellow ; claws black.

Nuns' Island, &ec.

Bawwep Owr (Syruium nebulosum, Forster )y ibou barvé.
This is one of our largest birds, being but very little smaller
than the previous species, Length and girth about 20
inches. General colour on upper parts, brownish, barred
with grayish-v te; tail darker shades. Breast light
barred with brown. Abdomen light gray, with long
dinal streaks of brown. Under tail feathers whitish with
broad cross bars of gray. Facial disc gray with
vings or bars round the eyes. Legs yellowish-white ;
claws blackish; bill light yellow. The light coloured
feathers both on the upper and under portion of the body
are also slightly tinged with yellow.

Nuns' Island, &e.

Genus;  Nyecrare. Brehm,

* Size small. Head with very small ear tufts, only ob-
servable when erected ; eyes small; bill moderate or not
very strong; facial disc nearly perfect. Wings rather
long; tail short; legs and toes densely feathered.
Contains five species of small and Quite peculiar owls,
four of which are American and one European.”

Ricuaro- § Nyctale Richardsonii, Bonaparte, Teng-
soN's OwL, : o Tenow:“Imit. var, Richardsonii, C. § malm's
Owl. * This is one of our smallest species, The following

is a description of one which, last fall, flew into a barn
near the Mountain,

Length and girth about 84 inches. Upper parts choco-
late brown, with small ite spots on the head, and
more or less mottled with white on the back and wings.
Tail also brown, but with four narrow white bands.
I disc whitish. Above and below the bill, and
running down towards the breast, brown. There is a
dark brown band on the breast extending backwards.
Under portion of body marked with broad white and
brown streaks.  Feathers covering the legs and toes,
loosely arranged and of a brownish-white color, slightly
barred with brown. Legs and feet rather large. Bi"l
yellow towards the apex, and black at the base ; claws
black.

Mr. Passmore found the remains of two mice in the
stomach of the above specimen.

Other specimens have been found at Lachine, Cote
des Nieges, &c.

RIgTEAS | (Nyctale Albifrons, Shaw) Nyctale d front bane.
This is only about two-thirds of the size of the preceding
species, Specimen in the N. H. S. Museum measures
about 74 inches in length, with a girth of about g inches.
The tail has four bands of white, and is tipped with the
same colour. The following is a description of a male
bird of this species, which flew last fall into Mr. Joyce's
pig t nearly opposite the M

Prevailing colour on upper parts brown, slightly mottled
with white on the wings. il with two narrow white
bands, and tipped with white, Facial disc brown with
a white pntcgl rising at the base of the upper mandible,
and extending for a short distance above each eye. It is

on account of the possession of this distinet white patch
on the forehead, so to speak, of the bird, that it has
received the specific name, albifrons, Abdomen light
yellowish-brown. Legs and feet covered with small
closely fitting feathers of a light yellowish-white, givin;
a long appearance to both legs and toes.  Bill and claws
blaekish.

Length and girth about 7 inches,

Other loealities, near Victoria Bridge.

Saw-wugr Oww (Nyctale Acadica, Gmelin.) Little, or Least
Owl, Acadian Owl, Little Night Owl, Sparrow Owl.
This is usually regarded as the smallest of our owls, though
there is but little apparent difference between thi
preceding species, which it very clos

‘The length of the present spe about seven inches,
with a girth of about nine inches. Prevailing colour above
brown, streaked with white on the head—streaked appear-
ance due to the whitened shafts of the feathers—and mot-
tled with white on the front edges of the primaries, and on
wing coverts, Tail also brown, with two narrow white
bars, and tipped with white. Facial discs light greyish-
brown. Breast and abdomen white, mouied with brown.
Around the front portion of the throat and breast there is
a sort of brown coloured band or collar. Under tail coverts
greyish-white. Feathers on the legs and toes of a yellow-
ish-white color, and rather closely arranged, giving these
parts a long and slender appearance. Bill blackish;
claws yellow.

This species is considered by Coues to be the adult, and
hy others only a variety of the preceding, or Kirtland's
Owl. The chief difference between these species being
the white patch on the forehead of Kirtland's Owl.

This species appears to be rather common, specimens
having been obtained at Nuns’ Island, Point aux Trembles,
Back River, &c.

ely resembles,

Sub-Family : Nycrrininae.~The Day Owls,

* General form compact and robust. Head moderate,
without ear-tufts ; wings and tail rather long ; tarsi strong,
which, with the toes, are more densely covered than in
any other division of this famil

This division embraces two species only, which inhabit
the arctic regions of both continents, migrating south-
ward in the winter.”

Genus:  Nverra,  Stephens,

‘‘ Size, large ; head, rather large; no facial disc; leg
rather short, and with the toes densely covered with long
hair-like featl nearly ling the claws; bill short,
nearly concealed by projecting feathers, very strong ; claws
strong, fully curved.”

“This genus contains one species only,

Snowy OwL (Nyctea mivea, Daudin), White Owl; Hibou
blanc. Length about two feet; girth about twenty-six
inches ; head, back, wings and tail white, mottled or spot-
ted with chocolate brown; facial discs and breasts pure
white—the white on the breast extending, like a collar,
round the throat. More particularly is this collar com-

lete in old birds than in young ones, in which the mottled
Erown and white feathers of the head extend down the
back, Breast and abdomen with alternate broad dark-
brown and white spots or bars; legs and feet densely
covered with long, white, hair-like feathers ; bill and claws
blackish—in old, especially male birds, white predomi-
nates. In some cases the entire plumage is pure white,

This species is frequently observed in the woods about
the city, and more particularly on Nuns' Island.

Genus: Surnia, Dumeril.

General form rather long, but robust; size medium.
Contains one species only, which inhabits the northern
regions of both continents, .

Surnia ulula, Linnzus.
Hawx Ow"'{ “ “ .vnr. Hudsonius, C,

The Canada Owl. This bird bears a very close resemb-
lance to the hawk, and as it appears to fly about and pursue
its prey during the day, rather than at night, it is frequently

} Dav Owr.




