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A veterinary surgeon in eastern Ontario has been 
sentenced to six months imprisonment and a fine of

raOMlKIKT TOPICS.
The reference of the Alaskan boundary question to 

â body of six Commissioners, three Americans, three $200 for irregular conduct in regard to the referen- 
British is not a hopeful scheme, especially as two of dum rate. Several similar sentences have been 
the Americans selected have publicly declared that imposed for impersonation in connection with the 
the case of Canada has no foundation. How can a same vote. Were the perpetrators of ^ballot-box 
man arbitrate in a dispute when he has pronounced frauds when elections take place dealt with as 
that " there is nothing to arbitrate ! " Then, as can severely, the very grave crime of stuffing the boxes, 
hardly fail to be the case, suppose the three Amcri- switching and cancelling votes, making false returns, 
can Commissioners decide one way and the British accepting illegal votes, etc., would not be committed 
ones the opposite way, how can such a dead lock | The game would be too dangerous, 
be helpful in bringing the question to an end ? The 
scheme seems to have no genuine arbitration ele­
ment in it, and the outcome will not be worth | prcsidcnt Castro's Government having been 
the expense to cither the United States or to Canada. ordcrcd tQ ,ay asi(]e pcr ccnt. of Customs receipts

• • • , as a fund for paying the debts of the Venezuelan
That the Alaska boundary is essentially a Can- R bliC| lhcsCi lharp in onc senie, but after all dull- 

sdian question, that this Dominion has a paramount ns havcraiscd ,hctariff 3opercent..sothat
interest and Great Britain only an incidental interest ^ ^ fu(jd wjl|> lhcy cxpcct| leavc the Customs 
in its settlement, seems not to have been sufficiently >t their dilpo|a, as largc as before. Raising
realized by the Imperial Governmcut. | ^ Customs dutics will raise the cost of goods to the

Venezuelans, who will, by this process, contribute 
to the liquidation of their country’s debt. Or, the 
extra duty will check importations, and the revenue 
will be reduced and the debt impost be so small as 
to be unsatisfactory to the creditors. That the 
European exporters who send goods to Venezuela 
will reduce the price of their goods to such 
tent as to make the increased duty ineffectual in 
raising their price is an irrational supposition. The 
conditions under which exporters pay the dutics on 
goods they forward to a foreign country arc wholly 
absent in this case.
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The financial feature in the legislation proposed 
to settle the land question in Ireland will be some­
what startling under present conditions now the 
war debt is so largc. But the buoyancy of English 
finance is indeed marvellous. The dignified tone of 
the British press in discussing the proposed expen 
ditureofan enormous sum to do away with agrarian 
troubles in Ireland shows how deep is the conviction 
of England, Scotland and Wales that the pacifica­
tion of Ireland must be accomplished at any cost to 
the Imperial exchequer, which means the people at
hr8c- . . .

an ex-

* *
Mr. John Morlcy, speaking on this matter m the , ^ TonnUt cily Counc;l has acccptcd the

House of Commons, estimated that the Dunraven' ffered donation of Mr. Carnegie of $350,000
Und purchase scheme would involve a free grant of j a building for a pub|ic frec library. The
110coo,000, and a loan of $500,000,000, but, e , condilion is that $35.ooo be spent in maintaining 
continued, if the matter was proceeded wit 1 mal ^ jnstjtution. Toronto already spends nearly that 
cautious manner it would not be necessary to spend amQunt oycr jts Civi(. library and Reading Room, 
the whole sum at once. Other Liberals approved ^ rathcr libraries and reading-rooms, for it main- 
of the scheme, so its approval by the House of Com- | ^ thrcc Thc COJt tQ thc pcople of thc$e insttlu.

tions averages 15 cents per head yearly. Not a

\ZL c,'r
remarkably prosperous institution becoming a rival Reading-Rooms. at more 0
in extent of bu.IL. to thc leading bank in Canada, taken out than some purist, like to *ec 1. true, as it
The Motions Bank doubling its capital is another is of all libraries. But, ,s ,t not infinitely better for
notable event which evidences the utmost confidence young men and women to be reading novels than

working themselves into a fever of nervous excite-

mons is certain.
• • •

in the trade of Canada so continuing to increase as 
to find profitable employment for the large addi- I ment playing euchre . 
tions being made to thc capital of thc leading banks. I • * *
It is only a few years ago since thc question was 
raised as to whether it was not desirable to reduce 
the capital of one of the larger banks.

Novel reading to those engaged in intellec­
tual occupations that weary the brain Is a form of


