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TRYING TO PLEASE EVERY BODY

WINTS TO EDITORS
One reader cries, your steain’s 100 grave,
y you have,

Give us sume witch izard tales
Of alip-shod ghosts fins and seales,
And featbers like a pigeon

§ love to read, another cries,
trous fashionable lies -
n other words, those novels,
Composed of kings, and priests, and lords,
Of border wars and gothic hordes
That used to live in hovels

Ne, eries one, we've had enough
Of such confabinded love-sick stufl,
To craze the fair creation ;
Dive us some receut foreign news
urks, the Poles, or Jew?,
v nation.

The man of dull scholastic lore
Would like 1o see a little more

r, I
"The draper, silk »

Another erics, | want more fun,
A witty asecdote or pun,
A rebus or a riddle ;
Bome wish lor parliamentary news,
And some, perhaps, of wiser views,
Would rather hear a fiddle

eritle, toe, of classie skill,
Must dip in gol: his gander quill,
And seraw! against the paper:
Of all the literary fools,

He cuts the greatest eaper

Another ories, | want to see
A jumbled-up variety,

cellancous hodge-podge priat,

psed (1 ouly give the hint)
?‘-ulhhnoun small things.

§ want some narriage news, says mise,
It constitutes my bighest bliss
To hear of weddings plenty §
For in » time of geoer | rain,
Nowe suffer irom o drought, “ts plain,
Atleast oot one in twenty.

1 want to hear of deaths, says one,

*d rather have the full and rise
Of shares in joint-stock bubbles.

Bomo signi'y a seoret wish
Por now ani then a favorite dish
Of polities to swit them ;
But here we rest at perfect ease,
For should they swear the moon was cheese,
We never should confute them.
Or grave or humorous, wild or tame,
or low, "us all the same,
Too haughty or teo humble ;
editors, pursie

that e the best to
Anl the grawblers lr-b&..'

WEDNESDAY, 18ra FEBRU

THE MAID OF
OR,~THE

PADUA

COUNCIL OF TWO,

LN TR

( Concluded.)

The stadent made no immediate rejoinder t
this remark, out seemed lost for some moments
in profound meditation upon _he starting ints 1-
ligence which had been communicated 1o him.,
At last he said, “ Reluctant as | win 10 believe
that there is thiee pemsons in Padua base and
wicked enough to entertain so diabolical a
project, I confiss there is thatin what you
have told me which have iven. me cause for
Yet what to
udgment to
k¥ your own
be further

uncasiness, if not for suspicion.
do in the matter passes my p

decide. Do you, h
onngel, until this myster
loped, in order to which do you progure two
phials of tt: mixture this evening; delivering
one W the nuise as usual, and secreting the

other on your person ; and you have much less
dexterity than I give you credit tor, if, when
you are about ‘o perfogli v sut office of Escu.
I arer, youl cannol exclge the
ottles, and, giving your lady the contents of
the aoncealed bottle, secare for me that which
had bebn previously in custody of the nurse

Will you undertale to do this 7

“ That will 1,” was the answer, % though
the ~yes of Argus were upon mo the while.”

The Council of Two adjunrved their sitling
until the following evening, md havir . ar-
runged to meet al the same hoor, the e
proceeded on his errand (o the apothecary, and
thence returned to the patace ul’lhv march
whose anxiety at the si'uation of his
it is impossible to desen .
his apprehensions by the singul bapd
bug cffects of the potion which
the day previous. It Was acoordi
the utmost impatience thal he w.
arrival of Vivaldi on the following »

The lecraed physician, however, liste
an account of the effects produeed by
dicme with great complacéncy ; assured®el
marchese that thay were precisely those whie
he expected and desired, and that if the course
adopted were persevered in, he should not
have the slightest doubt of the result being
every thing that he could wish. During this
conference, Vinzentio was waiting in (he antp-
room of Giulietta’s chamber, out of whicl the
nurse followed the physician on his taking
leave, prohably for the pu;oose of some com=
muicalion on the subject of their patient, with
hich, however, the presence of the page ap-
peared to interfere. The looks exchanged by
the worthy pair tended to confirm him in his
opinion as Lo the existence of a eonfederacy,
whether for good or for evil, s0d he rrnln(‘
to be more than ever on the alert.

As on the preceding day, Vinzentio was
summoned to administer the unwelcome dowe
1o his lovely mistress, in whom he was greatly
shoeked to perceive an alteration, which, pre-
pared for it as he was in some manner, he
could not have supposed wonld have oceurred
in 9o brief a space, A moment’s thought, how-
ever, on the important part which he was.con-
scious of playing in the drama—he hoped it
would not prove to be a tragedy—restored his
sell-possession, The duplicate bottle was con-
cealed in his sleeve, and with a nerve and
hardihood scarcely to be looked for st his
years, but which, nevertheless was essential
to the success of his manmuvre, he effected the
exchange at the very mement that he was
staring the nurse full in the face. This piece
of andacity he subsequently justified by alleg-
ing that if he had turned from her during the
operation, he conld not have been sure that it
had not been watched while the attempt at
concealment, would, in itself, have excited
suspicion.

Gaillietta turned from the naseous mixture
with a shudder, oceasioned by a recollection of
the effects of the first she had taken ; but en-
couraged by her favourite page, who ventured
10 hint that the same uences might not
result, she swallowed the drnusht, observin;
s she did so, that there was a slight differe

wever,

deve-

n eup

y

in the taste, which she thought not quite so

ARY,

1839.

==

[PRICE ONE PENNY.

disagreeable as that of the former one. This
heard by the nurse, who was
vgiged at the w.ndow of the apartment, and
Vinzentio was not supiy inat. it had escaped
her,

emark was ne

Punctually at the hour of nine was our trusty
page at the door of Leonardo, to whom he de-
livered the phial, the contents of which had
The liquor in
I was perfectly transparent, and to all appear-
wce e the sam he had received it
Our student having ex-
tracted the cork, put the bottle to his lips, and
then replaced it on. the table before him., He
then rose, and taking fivn the cupboard a
small mahogany cabinet of exquisite work-
manship and curiously inlaid, he opened it with
1 key which, » nded round lus neck by a
tibhong had ncealed beneath his vest,

“ This» g e page

ween intended for his mistress.

stale as
fiom the apothecary,

“ was present
ad to e by erman chemisty to
whom it Iy
service, [
call techmj

sists of

o moder some shight
wllection of what we

| extended abéyt the
the bottom of the

“ You are right, boy,” exclaimed the stu-
dent at the close of bis test; * there is frul
play here I”

“ And my poor mistress is muidered,” re-
turned the page with a cry of herror.

“ Not yet, at any rate,” replied Leonardo ;
but if she is not murdered, the failure will
8ol be at the door of Vivaldi.”

1 will denounce him instantly to the mar-
ohes~," said the youth in an agony of indig
nation and grief, at the same time seizing his

cap.

k’o'l will do no such thing, Vinzentio,” re-
sponded the studeat ; “ because you will
bring yourself into the awkward predicament
of making a charge which you have no means
of substantinting even in foro canscientice, much
less in,a Court of Justice. 1 see—or I greatly
wrong Vivaldi—the game he is playing—
which is to destroy life by degrees; so that
when death occurs it should seem (o be the
consequence of disease, and not the result of
conspiracy, whieh it is hard to conceive even
the devils in hell could form against so fair and
amiable a being, The powder which you per-
ceive forms a sediment in that bottle is a deadly
poison, and administered even in that minute
quantity, would in the end, as surely destroy
life as the pistol or the dagger. Neverthe~
less, it is sometimes used medicinally ; and
were you o denounce Vivaldi at this early
stage of his plot he would justily himself upon
that ground.”

“ But in the meantime,” inquired Vingen~
tio somewhat indignantly, * is my oun,
lady to be sacrificed 13 these i.:h'(v- (hg
guise of humanity 7%

4 Not if I can prevent it,” replied
“ a8 with God' hlessin
trust to do.  You sa
dose of this devil’s d{nr

Leonardo,
d d"‘" help, 1 yet
had taken but one

7" he continued.

“ But one,” was the answer.

“The evil ends with the temporary incon-
venience to which it subjected her. Nature
will soon regain her balance, and our care
must be for the future.”

T'hus speaking he again resorted to his ea-
hinet, and opening another division in it, drew
forth a bottle nearly full of powder, which he
remarked, as he displaced the stopper, was as
precious as gold ; but he added, “ Were it
my heart’s blood, the preservation of this love-

crate the sacrihce,”
then delivered the bottle to Vinzentio,
and with it taken frogg a small drawer of the
ry minute silver cups,
one within another, forming what is technicals
ly called, a nest of ineasures, of comse of dif-
ferent capacity.

“This powder, continued the student, ¢ is
in itsell perfectly innocent, of which,” he
added, filling the largest cup with a pertion of
ity and placing it on his tongue, * be this the
proof. It has, however, the qualifications of
connteracting many mineral poisons, and es~
pecially that to whick. Vivaldi has had re
course.  Nuw with the dexterity which en~
abled you to substitute one phial for another,
you will be at no loss 10 drop a portion o[ this
powder into the cup from which the fair Gig
lietta takes the draught. The portion will thea
be asinnoxions »s that which you administered
to her this marning, and thus she will recover
in spite of the physician—and that iy saying
something in most cases, and a great deal in
this.”

* % But which,” asked the page, ** of all these

easures, am | 1o use 1
KP“ Begin,” replied Leonardo, “ with the
Smallest, then use the next, and s0 on—ine
Croasing the quantity every day ; for I doubt

t thet when Vivaldi perceives that his me-
ﬁe fails of its desired object, he will go on
c g 10 the portion of the perniciuos in
dien each suecessive doze. Now,’ added
 the l&d “ can I trust you to do all thist®

“As implicitly;” responded the page, “ as
ou would one whose own life depended on
his fulfilling your instiactions to the letter.”

“Then to your work ( * said Leonardo ;
which may God prosper, and thus shall we
foil the conspirators with their own weapons,”
The duumvirate council then separated,

On the following day the physician repeated
his eall at the place, when he was met by the
marchese, who, his eyes sparkling with joy the
while, announced to him a material improve-
ment in his daughter. Vivaldi, with an es-
pression of satisfaction on his lip, which how-
ever was belied by the perplexity of his lool
proceeded to the apartment of Giulietta, whom
greatly to his surprise, if not to his delight, he
found in much better spirits, and ftl(a‘n)y
bearing the appearance of lmproved bodily
| health,

The first question propounded by the docfar
was whether the last draught had produced ef~
fects similar to those which followed the former
one, and on being answered by the patient in
the negative, a cloud passed ovor his counten~
ance ; and shaking his head, he expressed his
disappointment, as well as his fears, that mat-
ters were not going on as he could wish,”

He took his leave, fallowed hy the nurse into
the anti-chumber, where, asusual, was the in~
defatigable page, looking as stolid and stupid
as his naturally handsome and intelligent fea-
tures wonld allow him to do. His quick eye
however, was upon them the instant that thej
were removed {rom him, and'he perceived Vie
valdi direct a look of Inquiry at the nurse,
which the latter answered by an aflirmative
gesture,

Thus matters went on for some time ; the
doctor becoming every (|I'V more and more
mystified, and prognosticating the worst con~
sequences from the disappeararce of the
symptoms which followed the first wraught and
the potient declaring that she did not care a
srush for what the doctor said, for she felt that
she was every day getling better, and referred
10 the returning roses on her falr cheeks o8
evidence of the fact.

Viwaldi said nothing to her, but by way of
damping the murchese's exultation on the ve-
casion, hinted at ¢ hectic bloom,” as indicative

cabinet, a series of




