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that, there is thw e-temnees -which for
get* the needs of young life, 
the method of the moral policeman. 
When it. ie adopted the boy «rosses the 
threshold and with a sigh of abandon 
ment plunges infn every excess of evil.

THE TRAINING OF CHILDREN. allty, a special individuality.
Oo<i made you, he broke the mould, 
for no two men are alike. You cannot 
find in any one home two ohdldren alike. 
Train up your family of two, or three, or 
four, or five, on exactly the same lines, 
and you may hit the goal in the case 
of one and mise it in all the rest. No, 
you must specialise. Every child de
mands special consideration. We have 
suffered in every way, socially, politic 
ally, and moet certainly religiously, by 
the habit of imagining that we o&n 
deal with children in crowds, and treat 
them all the same way.

things which they muet know, it de 
necessary; out when you are going to 
train a child it de a matter of education 
rather than instruction. There ie all 
the difference in the world lietiween in 
stmeting and educating. To dnetruot ie 
to build in; to educate is to draw out.

When

(By Dr. G. Campbell Morgan).

New method* and new ideal* cun 
oerning children have made mfen que* 
tion the abeolute accuracy of -the Old 
Teetament word* in Proverbs 22:6: 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and even when he ie old he will 
not depart from it." I, nevertheless, 
intend to treat it 
ment, a* a declaration of truth. The 
first thing I deedre to eay is that train 
ing involvee an ideal. We are Living 
in an age when even in t-he Chrietiau 
Church tilie ideals we have f >r our child 

low. Too often the aim

Said a man to me ec ne years ago:
have lost my children f"“How is it 

I replied: “I do not see that you have 
loet your children. They are 
round your board, most of them, and 
they respect you." "Oh, yee," he 
"but there ie not a boy round my -board 
who truste me." Then 
more for the inetructoion of my own 
heart than with the idea that I could 
help him: "What do you meant" 
"Why," he replied "there i* not one of 
them who makes a confidant of me.” 
I looked the man in -the face and *add : 
“Did you ever play -marbles with them 
when they were littlef" At once he 
replied : "Oh, certainly not." And I 
said: "That ie why you loet them."

sittingan inspired state

It cannot be 
For the teaching of certain

said to him.

ren are very 
for our boye is that they shall be edu 
oated, gain a position for theinselvee, 
and "get on in the world." Too often 
for out girl* we have the ideal that 
they aleo eha.ll be educated, refined, 
and accomplished, and presently, again 
to uee a phraee which, if I could, I 
would cancel abeolutely from the think 
ing of Chrietian parents, “get settled." 
These a* ideal* are anti-Christian and 
pagan. I am not. undervaluing educa 
tion. It is the duty of every man to 
give hie children the ibe*t education 
possible. I am not undervaluing posJ 
tion. Let every lad be ambitious to he 
the best oai-penter, the beet doctor, the 
best lawyer iv the whole district. Let 
our girl*, in very deed ansi truth, be 
educated, cultured, and refined; but if 
these constitute the ultimate, then in 
what are we removed from pagans f

Training must be twofold. It must, 
first of all, be positive. The -children 
muet he taught that they belong to 
Christ, and led to the point of recog 
nizing this fact and yielding themselves 
thereto. In the second place the child
ren must be taught that sin ie their 
enemy, and therefore God's enemy, and 
It is therefore to be fought perpetually. 
Our first business is to bring the child 
into a recognition! 
ship to Christ, ami a personal yield 
ing thereto. Let it be done easily ami 
na/turally. Do not be anxious that yolir 
child should pees through any volcanic 
experience, but as soon as p es hie the 
little one should be able to eav. "Yes, 
I love Jesus, and T will be His." It 
should be as etinple a* the k:e* of the 
morning upon th > brow of the hill, as 
the distilling of moisture in the dew.

We do not lose our olidldren when 
they are eeventeen. We lose them when 
they are seven. You are p good man, 
and a hard man, ami your ohildren 
know it. They respect you, but they 
do not trust you, and you lose them. 
There may be a laxity thi.' is too gen 
tie, a love that is anaemic, tut there 
may be ton much iron in yo r blood, 
too much sternness.

it* actual relation

How shall we find the happy med
ium f Be very much and very constant
ly in comradeship with Christ. If we 
are going to be so severe as to be true, 
and so tender as to hold, we must 
know him, the Man who could look 
right into the soul of a Pharisee and 
scorch it with His look, and into the 
eye of a little child uid make the 
child want to come and play with him. 
We must be much with Christ if we 
are to be with ohildren. If you do not 
know Christ, keep your hands off the

What, then, should be our ideal! 
That the ohnld should realise Jeeius 
Christ’s estimate of greatnee*. A man 
ie great if Hi character is iwhat it 
ought to be. In the manifesto of the 
King not a single blessing is pronoun 
oed upon having, nor upon doing. All 
the blessings are upon being. The 
true ideal toward which we are -to move 
in the training of our children must 
be the realization of the character upon 
which Jesus Christ has set. the seven
fold chaplet, of His benediction. That 
the boy may be a godly man, and the 
girl may -be one of the King's daugh 
ters, is -the supreme matter. To neglect 
that as the ultimate, to lose eight of 
that as the goal, 
ren by a false love. Next, the train 
ing of a child involves personal die 
cipline. You will make your boy 
what you are, and not what you tell 
him to be. You cannot expect your 
boy to be a Christian athlete if you 
are weak and anaemic in your Chris 
tiandty. If you -neglect prayer, and if 
the family altar is a thing you can 
Lightly lay aside, your boy will not be 
likely to erect it in hie own home. If 
I am to trsnn my child, I must see 
the goal toward* which I desire him 
to press, but I must go that way, too.

Then, again, training involves a re
cognition of certain fact* about the 
ohnld. F-iret of all, account for it a* you 
will—I care very little abouit the phil
osophy, but I care a great deal about 
the fact—there ie enough iniquity in 
he heart of every child to effect ths 

ruin of the race if it works itself ou-t. I 
remember this also, -that there is not. a 
child boro that ie not bom to the in
heritance of the grace of God, and that 
ie far mightier tha i the forces which 
are against them. 8o I have these two 
thing* to remember in the training of 
every child, that there is in the child, 
first of all, the capacity fox evil, but 
beneath it, deeper than it, truer than 
it, is the capacity for good, and ait the 
dieposal of the child for the realization 
of the good as against the evil, is all 
the grace of God.

Now we must notice that it ie only 
upon the fulfilment of the c >n "t! m 
enunciated that we have any right to 
expect a fulfilment of the promise 
made. We have no bueinee* to expect 
thait our child will fulfil the true pur 
poee of life if we neglect the training 
of the early days. It may be asserted 
that the untrained must go wrong. Not 
necessarily. You may neglect your 
child, and some godly Sunday school 

ou have

HALF-MAST.

By A. Lawrence Thomson.

is to ruin our child From mountain to the lake the city lies 
unitirring

Enwrapped in miets,
’gainst the gray shadows of the 
dawning dim

There hangs, weird and dark,

Yet ominous in meaning.

teacher may do the work y 
neglected. Or it may be said that the 
wrongly trained must go wrong, 
necessarily. It is mot alwaye so. There 
are children wrongly trained at home 
who yet at last have found life and 
it* great fulfilment. People sometime* 
who have been very careless about, 
training their children in godliness, who 
thought of all things except the su 
premely needful thing», when their 
children are taken from them, speak of 
the hope that they will meet them when 
they cro°e the border line. Yee. per
chance, but your child, if you fed, 
clothed and educated it, and neglected 
it* relation to God, will be more eager 
to meet ihe flu nd ay school teacher who 
led it. to God than to meet you. Spirit
ual relationships are the final relation
ship*.

Ami
No*

Somewhere 'neath some roof there lice 
a loved one sleeping 
Who will not wake again.

No good morning, however tender 
with response;

No answering look in the dear eyes 
where the love light 

er;
the beginning day

Has gone out /orev 
And the gloom of

suits well the dismayed hearts 
That fall half mast in the face of this 

dread mystery.

I look again,
And, lo, a power called light touches 

the miata,
Changes the gloom to gold ; gilda ateeple 

and roof,
ehadows turn to radiant clouds, 
the pennon no longer droops mo
tionless and black,

For the sweet morning airs shake it out 
And the light proves it to be crimson 

instead.

With such an ideal, and such a train
ing, and such a promise, the only fear 
we need have about our ohildren ie fear 
concerning ourselves. It ie true that, 
there have been great, fjdlures. Why! 
Children from Chrietian homes some
times turn out 111 because of the laxity 
which imagines that a child's happiness 
consists in eelf-pleawing. and in having 
its own will. There is all the differ
ence between letting a child have its 
own will and training it in its awn 
way. To train a child in its own way 
crosses the will sometimes. This, 
however, must never be done with pas- 
eion. Passion burns to deatruotion. 
Reaeon fires to construction*

Or, it may be, on the other hand,

And

Come, hearts half-mast, run up above 
the clouds,

And in the Sun of Love, bask and lave 
your wounds.

Be healed with Love of God, and in 
the Light that lighteth this dark

Clearly eee.
Hamilton, Ont.

I auppoee it is necessary in theae 
day* that we ehould teach children in 
crowds. Would to God we could escape 
from It. Every child is a lonely person

__ _ —


