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THE TRAINING OF CHILDREN.
(By Dr. G. Campbell Morgan).

New methods and new ideals con
cerning children have made mén ques-
tion the absolute accuracy of the Old
Testament words in Proverbs 22:6:
“Train up a child in the way he should
go, and even when he is old he will
not depart from it."” I, nevertheless,
intend to treat it as an inspired state-
wment, as a declaration of truth, The
first thing I desire to say is that train-
ing involves an ideal. We are living
in an age when even in the Christian
Church the ideals we have for our child-
ren are very low. Too often the aim
for our boys is that they shall be edu
oated, gain a position for themselves,
and “get on in the world.” Too often
for our girle we have the ideal that
they aleo shall be educated, refined,
and plished, and p ly, again
to uee a phrase which, if T could, I
would cance! absolutely from the think-
ing of Christian parents, “get settled.”
These as ideals are anti-Christ‘an and
pagan. I am not undervaluing educa
tion. It is the duty of every man to
give his children the best education
poseible. T am not undervaluing posi
tion. Let avery lad be ambitioue to be
the best carpenter, the best doctor, the
best lawyer ir the whole distriot. Let
our girle, in very deed and truth, be
educated, cultured, and refined; but if
these conetitute the ultimate, then in
what are we removed from pagane?

What, then, should be our ddeal?
That the child should realize Jesus
Christ's estimate of greatness, A man
is great if ris character is what it
ought to be. In the manifesto of the
King not a eingle blessing is promoun
ced upon having, nor upon doing. All
the bleesings are upon being. The
true ideal toward which we are to move
in the training of our children must
be the realization of the character upon
which Jesus Christ has set the seven-
fold chaplet of Hie bemediction. That
the boy may be a godly man, and the
girl may be one of the King’s daugh-
ters, is the eupreme matter, To neglect
that as the ulfimate, to lose sight of
that as the , is to ruin our child
ren by a false love. Next, the train
ing of a child involves personal die-
cipline. You will make your boy
what you are, and not what you tell
him to be. You cannot expect your
boy to be a Christian athlete if you
are weak and anaemic in your OChris
tianity. If you megleot prayer, and if
the family altar is a thing you ecan
lightly lay aside, your boy will not be
likely to erect it in his own home, If
I am to train my child, T must eee
the goal towards whioh I desire him
to prese, but I must go that way, too.

Then, again, training involves a re-
cognition of certain facts about the
child. First of all, account for it as you
will—I care very little about the phil-
osophy, but I care a great deal about
the fact—there is enough imiquity in
he heart of every child to effect the
ruin of the race if it works iteelf out. T

hernitance of the grace of God, and that
is far mightier than the forces which
are against them. 8o T have these two
thinge to ber in the training

beneath it, deeper than it, truer than
it, is the capacity for good, and at the
disposal of the child for the realization
of the good as against the evil, is all
the grace of God. ~
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1 suppose it is necessary in these
daye that we should teach children in

ality, a epecial individuality, When
God made you, he broke the mould,
for no two men are alike. You cannot
find in any one home two children alike.
Train up your family of two, or three, or
four, or five, on exactly the same lines,
and you may hit the goal in the case
of one and miee it in all the rest. No,
you must specialize. Every child de-
mands epecial consideration. We have
suffered in every way, socially, politde-
ally, and most certainly religiously, by
the habit of imagining that we can
deal with children in crowds, and treat
them all the same way. Tt cannot be
done For the teaching of certain
things which they must know, it ie
necessary; but when you are going to
train a child it ie a matter of education
rather than inetruction. There is all
the difference in the world between in
structing and educating. To instruct ie
to build in; to educate is to draw out,
. s

Training must be twofold. It must,
first of all, be positive. The .children
must be taught that they belong to
Chriet, and led to the point of recog:
nizing this fact and yielding themselves
thereto. In the eecond place the child-
ren must be taucht that ein is their
enemy, and therefore God’s enemy, and
it is therefore to be fought perpetually.
Our first business s to bring the child
into a recognition ite actual relation
ehip to Chriet, and a personal yield
ing thereto, Let it be done easily and
naturally. Do not be anxioue that your
child should pass through any volcanie
experience, but as eoon as possible the
little one should be able to say, ‘“Yes,
T love Jesus, and T will be His.” Tt
should be as eimple as the kies of the
morning npon th: brow of the hill, as
the distilling of moisture in the dew.
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Now we must notice that it is only
upon the fulfilment of the cm 't n3
enunciated that we have any right to
expect a fulfilment of the promise
made. We have no business to expect
that our child will fulfil the true pur-
pose of life if we neglect the training
of the early daye. It may be asserted
that the untrained must go wrong. Not
necessarily. You may neglect your
child, and some godly Sundayechool
teacher may do the work you have
neglected. Or it may be said that the
wrongly trained must go wromng. Not
necesedrily. It is mot always so. There
are children wrongly trained at home
who yet at last have found life and
ite great fulfilment. People eometimes
who have been very ocareless about
{raining their children in godlinees, who
thought of all things except the su-
premely needful things, when their
children are taken from them, speak of
the hope that they will meet them when
they cross the bonder line. Yes, per-
chance, but your child, if you fed,
lothed and educated it, and negleoted
ite relation to God, will be more eager
to meet the Sundayechool teacher who
led it to God than to meet you. Spirit-
ual relationships are the final relation-
shipe,

With euch an ideal, and such a train-
ing, and such a promise, the omnly fear
we need have about our children is fear
concerning ourselves, Tt is true that
there have been great failures. Why?
Children from Chrietian homes some-
times turn out ill becanse of the laxity
which imsgines that a child's happiness
consiste in eelf-pleasing, and in having
ite own will, There is all the differ-
ence between letting a child have its
own will and training it in its own
way. To train a child in ite own way
crosses the will sometimes.
however, must never be done with pas-
sion. Passion burne destruction.
Reaeon fires to constructions

Or, it may be, on the other hand,

that there is the sternness which for-

gets the needs of young life, There is

the method of the moral policeman.

When it is adopted the boy croeses the

threshold and with a sigh of »Landon-

ment plunges into every excess of evil.
S ¥ e

Said a man to me 80 ne years ago:
“How is it T have lost my children?”
1 replied: “I do not eee that you have
lost your children. They are sitting
round your board, most of them, and
they reepect you." “Oh, yes,” he eaid,
“but there is not a boy round my board
who truste me,” Then T said to him,
more for the instruction of my own
heart than with the idea that 1 could
help him: *“What do you meant”
“Why,” he replied “there is not one of
them who makes a confidant of me.”
1 looked the man in the face and said:
“Did you ever play marbles with them
when they were little?” At once he
replied: “Oh, certainly not.” And T
eaid: “That i why you lost them.”

.- .

We do not lose our children when
they are seventeen. We lose them when
they are seven. You are ¢ good man,
and a hard man, and your children
know it. They respect you, but they
do not trust you, and jyou lose them.
There may be a laxity thut is too gen
tle, a love that is anaemic, 'ut there
may be too much iron in yo r blood,
too much sternnees,

- " .

How ehall we find the happy med-
jum? Be very much and very constant-
ly in comradeship with Chriet. If we
are going to be so severe as to be true,
and so tender as to hold, we must
know him, the Man who could look
right into the soul of a Pharisee and
ecorch it with Hie look, and into the
eye of a little child and make the
child want to come and play with him.
We must be much with Christ if we
are to be with children. If you do not
know Christ, keep your hands off the
bairns.”

HALF-MAST.

By A. Lawrence Thomeon.

From mountain to the lake the city lies
unstirring
Enwrapped in mists,
And ’'gainet the gray shadows of the
dawning dim
There hangs, weird and dark, a token
mute,
Yet ominous in meaning.

Somewhere 'neath some roof there lies
a loved one sleeping
Who will not wake again.

No good morning, however tender, meets
with response; .

No anewering look in the dear eyes

where the love-light
Has gone out forever;

And the gloom of the beginning day
suite well the dismayed hearts
That fall half mast in the face of thie

dread mystery.

I look again,
And, lo, a power called light touches
the mists,
Changes the gloom to gold; gilds steeple
and roof,
Grey ehadows turn to radiant clouds,
And the pennon no longer droops mo-
tionlees and black,
For the eweet morning airs shake it out
And the light proves it to be crimson
instead.

Come, hearts half-mast, run up above
the clouds,

And in the Sun of Love, bask and lave
vonr wounds,

Be healed with Love of God, and in
the Light that lighteth this dark
world

Clearly see.
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