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This process, however, is facilitated as our parceptive faaoltiaa becoma mora aduoated
and aoquired

; and experience it over at hand to correct our mistakes.
It is evident, then, that all knowledge must be obtained by either perception or reason-

ing, and from no other waroas. Then, aa all knowledge obuined by reanoning is derived
from known oonoeptiona or (acts already existing in the mind, the primary source of all know-
ledge IS pure perception, either externd or internal. The only alternative than of acquiring
knowledge, IS to be able either to actually perceive the object itself or to evolve the fact
ineeptiveiy from the known conoaptions containing it already existing in the mind—that is,
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P'"*"**** "' perception and reasoning are so fully set forth in the subsequent

part of this book, that it is needless here to enlarge more on the subject, except to point outsome differences in our views from those of others who have written on the same subject.home maintain for example, that the fact that two straight lines cannot enclose space, is
obtainea in the absence of actual visual perception by an act of primary judgment. We
ansert, on the contrary, that we obtain it by an act of reasoning. We tako (l) the conception
of one straight hne

;
and (2) the conception of another straight line, and putting them men-

taUy in all possible relations to ore another, inceive (8) in conclusion, that two straight lines
cannot encloge space. We regard, then, what is called an act of judgment to be merely an
act of reasoning, except in those cases where the term judgment' is misapplied to what ia
properly a perception.

Mansel holds that conceptivn (what we caU inception or knowledge by reasoning), apartfrom perception, is possible only under the form of symbolical or verbal represeuUtion ; that
18, we cannot reason from purely ideal conceptions unrepresented by words, etc.

Ihis we hold to be altogether incorrect. It is the purely ideal conception that keeps the
ropresentative words right, and not the representative words that keep the pure conception right.lUe mind always looks beyond the words to the idea or conception itself, else the garbage of
words would continually ead astray. As illustrative of this, mark the following. ThTsun
gives light

; feathers are light : therefore the sun gives feathers
Some philosophers insist that knowledge is possible only by relativity or comparison-

tuat is, in order to know an object you must know it in relation or in comparison with other
objects. We do not admit this, without some qualification, to be true. We affirm that a
thing may be known both in and by itself, and also in relation or in comparison with others.
Ihey are two different kmds of knowledge ; the first kind simple and confined to the object
alone which we wish to know

; the second, mutual and extending to the object with which it
IS to be compared. In regard to knowledge generally, if we know a thing itself, we need toknow none of its surroundmgs. The surroundings are no part of the thing itself, but only
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^<"^o^«'.. to know a thing in the relation of comparison with others, the know-
ledge which we acquire in this way is more definite only in the sense of mutual relation to
the thing compared with it—not more definite in the sense of real absolute knowledge than
that which we obtain of a thing independently of all comparison with other things.

, ^!*r*/i\°.4*^"',**^y
know a thing without comparison with others at aU is evidentfrom the fact that in all comparison, two things being thought of, the mind has first to pos-

sess a known conception of each before it can mentaUy actuaUy compare. The objects, or
points in them, must first be perceived and known before they can be placed alongside one
another in the mind m the act of comparison. Real actual knowledge of the objects must
tnereloro exist in the mind before comparison is possible; and the knowledge arising fromcomparison differs in its chai acter from the former only in being that of mutual comparative
relation. It is m no sense more real.

Subjective Setuation, or Feeling ; in other wordt. Subjective Setuet, or Feelings.

We have already spoken freely of the nature of objective physical sensatioa-that par-
ticutor mental affection due to the nervous organization in connection with the five senses :
slgni, touch, etc.—by which presentations of outward things flash up objectively in and before
the mind as things to be perceived, but not as affecting the internal state of the mind or of

l.iii^T'"*^ ""^^*°' ',*"*"• ^® ^'y'' "^^^ '"*«'«y "'«"«•* to ""Other kind of sensation,
called subjective physical sensation, which is absolutely distinct from objective physical senl
sation, bemg felt or perceived as a stote of the perceiving mind itself, arid not as a mere
picture or presentation exterior to it. This latter kind of sensation is bu« a branch of that
fa'id of sensation of which we now intend mainly to speak, and which mav in a Mn«ral maim-'
D3 causa suDjeoiive 8eii»»iiou or feeling, because it is always perceived as a state of the per-
ceiving subject itself. Subjective physical sensation, therefore, is but one ohus of the sub-
jective senses or feehngs, diflermg from the other classes chiefly in having a physical source.


