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286 «OUGHING IT IN ^^& fiUSH.

Mrs. Moddie's brother^ ^-/—, had Recently formed
a settlement in that township, and jiist before our
arrival in Canada had been joined by an old brother
officer and countryman of mine, Mr. T , who was
married to Mrs:. MpOdie's sister. The latter, who,
like myself, was a half-pay officer, had purchased
a lot of wild Itfttd, close to the farm occupied
byS .

Mr. S S—-. h^d emigrated to Canada while
quite a youth, and was thoroughly acquainted with
the backwoods, aM with the use of the felling-axe,

which he wielded with all the ease and dexterity of

a native. /
'

I had already paid some flying visits to the back-
woods, and found the state 'of society, though rude
and rough, more congenial to our European tastes

and habits; for several gentlemen of liberal educa-.
tion were settled in the neighbourhood, among
whom there was a constant interchange of visits

and good offices. All these gentlemen had recently

atrived from England,^ Ireland, ot Scotland, and all

th6 labouring class were also fresh from the old

country, and conseqiiently very little change had,
taken place in the manners or feelings of either

class. There we felt we could eiyoy the society of

those who could sympathise with our tastes ifiid

prejudices, and who, from inclination as well as

necessity, were inclined to assist each other in their

farming operations.

There is no situatioite in which men


