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Molybdenuiii and oi.ki- minerals wliich liavc been nit-ntioncd

cnnic under tliis htadinij' to sonio extent, as tlie are used in

chemicals.

7. Minerals used in agricultnre.

(Jur [)li()spliatf deposits, wliich are found mer a large area in

south-eastern Ontariu, have lain idle since the discovery of the

lower grade, but more chea])ly worked, deposits of the si iithern

states. A krge .supply of gypsum, another mineral of value to

the agriculturist, is found in abundance along the < irand Kiver

in older ( )ntario. and on the banks of the .Moose, in the niTth. the

substance ajjpcars to occur in considerable (piantity.
•

8. I'uels and illuminating materials.

For years past the south-western peninsula of Ontario has

been an important producer of jntroleum. During the last two
'v. three years the supply has declined, i hat this part of the

province still has important deposits of oil admits of little doubt.

Heretofore this substance has been looked for practi l'\ only in

the Cornifcrous fonuation, in which the first wells drii lappened

to occur. Within two or three month.- oil has been struck in pro-

mising (juantities in two other formations, which up to the present

have received little attention from those interested in the industry.

One of these forr.iaaons lies 700 or 800 feet below the horizon

from which iiil is now obtained, and the other is still older.

In that great, practically unexplored, region of the province

which occupies the James liay oioi)e, the Corniferous rocks are

said by Dr. Robert Hell to occupy a greater extent of territory

than is embraced in the whok f the .south-western peninsula

of Ontario. Is it not more than likely that both oil and gas will

he found in this northern region when it is rendered accessible

i)y the buildirig of railways?" Niagara and other formations aho

occur there. In fact it presents practically the same geological

conditions, but on a larger scale, as the older j^art of the )irovince

which has already proved to be productive.

Xew gas pools have l»en exploited recentl\-, ;uul what has

been said concerning oil api'lies to this very useful substance.


