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MlacainpkM w»a tills: We proposed to have the condltlota put In right &t oaee;

the propoaltton of the Ooveriunent ae pasaed into law waa that the condltloii

hOQld t>« Impofled In all new timber llmlta sales that ocourred afterwarda, and

In all the old ones at the expiration of the then current license year. That

cava the Amartcaa lumbermen all that winter to go on and to clean up all the loss

they could and take them away, because at the end of the year when the license

was renewed this new provision was to be put In. Now, you can understand

Why they made preparations to take away an unheard of quantity of logs, and,

aa X say. It waa practically adopting our policy in that respect.

Mr. Olbaon, with that frankness which someUmes is characteristic of him,

actually declared in his speech that the Government had decided on that policy

weeks before the House met. (lAUghter.) After I had declared myself

publicly they declared themselves to each other secretly, eo he said, and when

Mr. Miacampbell, my colleague, attempted to put the policy In force they voted

It down, and said to adopt It would be unjust, unfair, ai^d Illegal, and two

wedu afterwards they adopted what was praoUcally the policy Itself I

(Applause.)

gOMBTHING TBT TO COMBS.

There Is something else 1 might tell you but I won't to-night; I have not

Ume to do It, and. beside, I want to let it hang lire a litUe ; I shall be prepared

before long. In fact I am prepared now, but I propose before long to teU you

what return the American lumbermen made for this conduct on the part of the

Oovemment. (Hear, hear.)

Now, then, at the risk of tiring you, I am going to read this article taken

from the Saginaw Courier-Herald. Saginaw is in Michigan, and is one of the

headquarters of the American lumbar Industry. This Is an organ well acquainted

with all Interests of the sawlog men, and this Is the conclusion of the American

men as to this great question. This is a paper well acquainted with all the

interests of the aawmlU men, I was going to say their "organ," but that would

probably not be true.

The Saginaw Courier-Herald remarks:—" As far ba«SS as the early eighties

William Ralph Meredith, leader of the Opposition In the Ontario legislature,

and now Chief Justice of the province, laid down as a matter of public policy

that all logs cut in Canada should also be manufactured there. Meredith led

the Conservatives In Ontario, and In assuming this policy he was but following

In the lead of Sir John A. Macdonald, chief of the party in the country, who

established the National Policy of Protection In Canada. Mr. Meredith's Idea

grew in popularity, and waa taken up by the people and press irrespfectlve of

party. In the meantime, he continued to press the policy upon the attention

of the Ontario Oovemment, a course in which he was fpUowed by those who

succeeded him In the leadership, after he took office as Chief Justice."

" The Ontario Oovemment at first opposed, then opposition grew silent and

finally, seeing the bent of public opinion, and fearing defeat on the Issue, the

policy was stolen bodUy from the Opposition. It was made part of the Oovem-

ment programme as though it had originally belonged there, and It was em-

bodied In an Act passed by the Ontario Ijeglslature, In which It Is made compul-

sory that all logs cut in that province must be manufactured there also. The

policy grew as a direct result of the pressure of public opinion In Ontario, and

quite Irrespeotlve of any legislation passed across the border. It would have

become the law of Ontario Just the same, no matter what waa done here, for the

people forced it upon the Government."

That is what a dispassionate olwerver. who has the interests of the saw-

mlUera of the United States at heart contributes, as a matter of history, to this

question. That has been our policy in the past with regard to this great

auestlon, this valuaWe asset of ours, an asset which has been frittered away
during the past yean to a greater extpnt than the people of Ontario dreamed
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