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(9) Aceidenta in Storage, Trantporiation, and IV.—Acc-identgwbicb occur by fire
i>r »-xriI(>»ioii in tin- ^toru(tp and tranfportatiou of explosive* slioiiKl ulco Ix- brought to
the notice of tho (loparfniPiit; in tho-e .'awes in wliich the htorajc.- or traii-t|)ortation
conies under the control of the new Act, it may be desirable to have an inquiry
liel<l l)y ail official of the <lc|>urtmeiit. In other casoH. the co-oi<-rHtion of the Pro-
vincial Oovornmenfw and the Kailway Comtnir-.ioner* fhoul.l b.- w.uKht, in order to
ol)tiiiM iH coniplotc li r<K-<.rd us p^issible ..f such accidents. Doubtless, the Provincial
Iiis|«'ctors of mines will In- willinjf t« inform the new department of the re-iiits of
their investigations. As rcirnrds iiccidents in transitortntion by mil, the servics ..f
mi in^iH-ctor of explosives should U- placed at the disposal of the Uiiilwav <'oniini.-
sinncrs. should they so d,.sire it. to assist in eiirryliiK out investiftations.

By far the larjrer niunber of accidents whi<'h oc!-ur with explosives arise from
their use; it is of the utmost importance that all accidents otteurrinR when the
explosives are in use should be thoroughly investigate*! and classified. I have reason
to believe that the Provincial Inspectors of Mines will be willing to co-operate with
the department by forwarding accounts of accidents occurring ir, the mines under
their jurisdiction. I understand, however, that a large number of accidents occur
ill works where there is no legislation affecting the use of explosives. I think it
would be advisable for the Minister of Mines to take power in the propose.1 bill to
frame rules to regulate the storage and use of explosives in such works, t.> require
the reporting of accidents, and to have invi-stigutions made when «uch a course
appears neoessar.v.

Tt may b<> of interest to summarize the cauns „f the nion> frequently occurrini;
accidents which arise from the use of explosives in mines, (junrries. and construction
works in Great Britain.

1. Prematurfs.—Oitm due to the :is<. of short or bad fuse, or the use of
straws and squil>s to ignite the charge. May aris<. from a man attempting to
light too many shots and thus be:: g unable to take cover.

2. Hang-fires—Often due to irregular fuse, or the iKiiition of explosive,
which burns until sufficient pressure is set up to cause it to explode; this may l>e
due to inferior quality of explosive or u weak detonator. Sometimes due to mis-
counting shots and returning too soon.

3. Electrical Prematures.—GencraWy due to the shot firer allowir.g another
man to connect the detonator IcmU to tlie firiiijr c,ii)le. which lias been previously
attached to the battery.

4. Ramming—Due to frozen iiitro-({lyceriiie iixidosive. broken cartridge leav-
ing a thin film of explosive in tiie bore hole. Tartriilge stickintr in tlu- bore hole
and being violently forc-ed home. It is of the utmost importance that no explo-
sive which is unduly sensitive to friction or |)eicussion should be authorized for
use.

."). ,SliiL-iiifi L'i>e.ii>lodril Cliarg,- when Hemoiing iJehris.—(Jcuerally due to
frozen nitro-glycerine explosive, or to weak detonator which fails to cause propa-
gation of detonation through all tile cartridge^ or to tlic cartridges bcconiiiis
separated by a lii.vcr of dirt in the shot hole.

0. Boiiiig into a Missed Shot.

7. Tampering villi a Missed tSiiot.

8. Xol Taking Prui>er Corer.—Jn the case of electrical tiring Kcnerally due
to use of too short a cable.

«. Fmn^s—Kither due to defective ventilation, men returning too soon, or
ignition ••.-••tid of (letonution of high explosive. The cases evolved by burniua


