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THE 
CULTURAL 
FABRIC 

Tn its formative years Canada was 
1 too busy rolling back the frontier 
to develop consciously, in any great 
measure, a distinctive culture. Thus, 
many of the arts have been largely 
derivative, reflecting already estab-
lished trends in Europe and the 
United States. 

Between the First and Second World 
Wars a change came about, especially 
in painting and literature, which was 
stimulated by a sense of wonder about 
the people and the land. Canadians 
turned inwards and a feeling of delib-
erate self-examination is apparent in 
the arts of the period. 

Since the Second World War a new 
trend has started; the feeling of ex-
citement about the country still per-
sists but, side by side with this, a n.ew 
approach to aesthetic expression can 
be detected in art, literature, music 
and drama. Canada has become more 
self-assured and articulate and this is 
reflected in the arts. New maturity 
can be seen everywhere in the aston-
ishing growth of interest in things 
cultural. 

A milestone was reached on March 
28, 1957 when an act of parliament 
provided for the establishment of a 
Canada Council for the encourage-
ment of the arts, humanities and 
social sciences. The objects of the 
Council are "to foster and promote 
the study and enjoyment of, and the 
production of works in, the arts, 
humanities and social sciences." In  

this act, the expression "the arts" 
includes architecture, the arts of the 
theatre, literature, music, painting, 
sculpture, the graphic arts and other 
similar creative and interpretive acti-
vities. Although the act does not 
define humanities or social sciences, 
it is generally understood that the 
former includes all broadly cultural 
subjects which are covered in a uni-
versity curriculum—not only the clas-
sics—but also philosophy, history, 
logic, literature, rhetoric, mathemat-
ics and languages, while the latter 
may be taken to include economics, 
psychology, sociolog-y, poli-tical sci-
ence, geography and law. 

Shortly after its establishment, 
the Council announced a substantial 
scholarship programme and awarded 
grants to a number of organizations 
and individuals engaged in the fields 
which are its concern. One of the 
Council's early activities was to 
establish a Canadian National Com-
mission for the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. 

Painting 
In the 1920s, seven landscape artists 
labelling themselves the Group of 
Seven broke sharply with the Euro-
pean tradition that had influenced 
early local painters such as Cornelius 
Krieghoff, Paul Kane and Homer 
Watson, and set out to paint the 
Canadian outdoors in a highly per-
sonal style. These men, some of 
whom are still alive and painting, 
trekked across Canada from the 
Barren Grounds to the Atlantic 
Coast, capturing the rugged beauty 
of the Canadian Shield, the cold 
glaciers of the Arctic islands, the 
needle-sharp peaks of the Rockies, 
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