1 an American who'is Iookrng into. the ways Quebec news_’

ravels to the. Unrted States it don’t see where we fit i in/

-*ve had a runnmg
which is why I was so
se the story ItoldhimI

;day: : ‘
destructron ” The St

- elements, though not to’ the extent that some - storied
mayhem do. That story, justas it appeared in The Torop

i Sun, is reproduced elsewhere on this page.

: : After havrng gone the éxtra mile to find the Story, I

surpnsed at its mnocuousness. T disagree with the Quel:
official who said that the juxtaposition of the murders
the celebration was unwarranted. I do not see how it w

" have been poss1b1e to tell that story without mentio

, what the crowd was domg

N ,And on televrsron — the same story E

al) ——A

le-when he

sprayed buﬂets into a mwd of 200 St.

Jean Baptiste Day. “merrymak®fr3
emy"m%zmyﬁ ﬁnues to elude.

police- -

’l‘hree peop!e were Killed and three
others -were injured when the tone

Eunm d fire in an apartment
: »e courtyard at about 1a.m.

rPohce -said- two ‘men sltin, Serg

23, ‘had’ ‘eriminal records and

theorized the shootings may “have .
been: motivated by a  drug-r ted‘

“setiling of accounts.”

Bnt a young girl also killed Manon :

Laprise, 18, appears to have. been an
innocent victim of the violence which
marred -observance of Quebec’s
national heliday, police safd.

’Desmarals 20, and Bruno Michaud, - gunfire
the festivities.

~.

"People d:dn’t know whatr
ha ening until ‘people stx
fa ,"” . police. spokesman "Charles,
Poxon s d. The: gunman escapel;
through the crowds. e,

Dn ”

Withhol

“We don’t have a heck of alot tog

yeen sent all-over ‘the -world a year earlier.. He did not

is position, but he agreed to discuss the circum-

f-'stances of the controversy with me. He said: “Most of the

. ._criticism we Teceive from the Quebec government has to do
- with how American newspapers rehandle Canadian copy.

- When we were a division of UPI, we wrote our copy for
merican consumption, but now we write for Canadian
newspapets. There’s more than a subtle difference. When

- you write for the Americans, particularly on a subject like
~_the Canadian constitution, you oversimplify. If Allan

- :«Srnger is.mentioned, you have to explain that he is a
’, Moht_real—busineSSmari who took the Quebec government
- to court because he refused to change his [stationery store]
sign to French; and so disobeyed the law. Then you have to

- -explain'what the law is. The story builds up and up. Now we

- justwrite for Canadian newspapers and give a drop to our
- New York office It’s picked up there and rewritten with the -

. American perspect1ve There is an attempt to simplify and
“that-obviously is very touchy, so this is where you run into
difficulties. We are happy with the job we are doing in -

‘representing Quebecto the United States. But the Quebec
- government misunderstands the relationship between UPI

nd UPC “They think: that anycriticism amounts to ‘misin- .
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- Quebec or elsewhere, it is frequently reported to the ent

mous American TV audience by Peter Jennings or Barg

san

Dunsinore of ABC, by Morley Safer of CBS or by Robg eake1

MacNeil of PBS — all of whom are Anglo-Canad
though the networks never identify them as such.
Computer checks, using the cues “Quebec” 2
“French Canada” of the ABC and CBS evéning news pi
grams going back to the 1980 referendum reveal that Ci
_has had thirteen stories on the air between that time

summer 1982. Five were about violent crimes or calamltrt‘ff:f

Two were about the air controller strike. Two were abt

patriation of the constitution. And four were about i

-referendam. That is an average of about one minute evet

ccordr

three months. There was less coverage on ABC, whee 2

“of them bears repetition here in full. Anchorman P

Jennings reported from. New York on Aprrl 15,1980 15

follows:

Political news frorn porth of the border today. The |
‘residents of Quebec have learned they will vote on
- May 20th for or against partial independence from |
the rest of Canada. It’s a vote on political indepen-
-dence for the largely French-speaking ‘province |




