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Zebra Skin
Drums?

“Treasure Van” is coming,
From Monday, October 30 until
Friday November 3 ““Treasure
Van”’ invades the Founders So-
cial and Debates Room.

What is ‘““Treasure Van’’? It
is a display-sale of international
handicrafts co-ordinated Dby
World University Service of Can-
ada. W,U.S. uses the proceeds to}
help finance international pro-
grams of assistance to foreign
students, to build hospitals, buy
X-ray equipmentand set up schol-
arships in underdeveloped coun-
tries with self-help projects in
the areas of health, lodgings, and
educational equipment,

Countries from Europe, Africa
and Asia are represented among
the hundreds of unique handicraft
items ranging in price from five
cents to hundred dollars, from
zebra skin drums from Africa.
to goatskin drinking bags from
Spain, candelabra from Sweden,
and dolls from Japan,

Trends in African and A

With the eyes of the world to-
day focused on Asia and Africa,
academic people from all fields
are watching developments on
these continents.

Recently, a number of York
faculty members from both the
social sciences and the humanit-
ies set up an informal faculty
Committee for the Comparative
Study of Traditional Societies
and Cultural Change to investi-
gate cultural change in these
traditional societies.

For the interested public, the
Committee will offer both a ser-
ies of seminars on the aspects

of traditional Asian and African .

societies and cultural change,
with occasional guest lectures by
visiting scholars.

The Committee will provide a
forum for discussion between As-
ianists, linguists, anthropolog-
ists, and specialists in the liter~
ature and philosophy of these
areas,

CAREERS

Historically, traditional Or-
iental studies grew out of the
philosophical and philological
work of biblical scholars and
archaeologists. Originally refer-
ring only to the Near East, Or-
iental studies have grown to in-
clude all of the Asiancivilization,
past and present.

Such studies are particularly
significant to us, for they have
contributed greatly to European
thought, Their influence is felt,
for instance, in the movements
of Englightenment and Roman-
ticism as well as in such new
Western ideas as depth psychol-
ogy, twelve-tone scale music,
and Zen Buddhism.

African studies has developed
somewhat differently. Northern
Africa has been known since an-
cient times, and in fact, Islamic
culture had been an established
part of Oriental studies since the
Middle Ages.

Africa south of the Sahara, on
the other hand, did not become a
subject of academic interest un-
til Oriental studies led to an in-
terest in comparative religions.
Then Africa was investigated in
the hope of finding living ex-
amples of the developing primit-
ive religious notions by which
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comparative religionists could
attempt to follow the rise of the
developed systems they were
studying.

More recently, modern anthro-
pology recast this field of study
and the coming of independence
has added a further dimension in
political and economic interest
in Africa.

Today comparative social
studies makes use of a somewhat
different approach, relying on a
systematic preparation in one of
the various disciplines coupled
with fieldresearchinone or more
areas of the world.

The need of modern area stud-
ies is to combine successfully
the right measure of traditional
and modern discipline studies
to produce a scholar who has
some knowledge of the culture
and civilization of the area in
which he chooses to work.

SENSE OF THE TRADITIONAL

Above all, the social scientist
has the responsibility of seeing
that his words accurately rep-
resent the phenonmenon he
wishes to describe. He must al-
ways be aware of the danger of
representing non-Western ideas
and institutions in the terminol-
ogy of the Western society. Such
a course often serves to confuse
the two systems and conveys a
false impression.

This Committee realizes York
cannot yet offer old Persian for
the benefit of those who may
always have dreamed of reading
ancient rock inscriptions. But,
they justly point out, if York is
to build a great university, and
not just facilities for 40,000 stu-
dents, then it raust also be pre-
pared to serve such interests.

They see the ambition of the un-
dergraduate as three-fold, First,
our present undergraduate ed-
ucation is not professional. It
does not prepare the student with
a mass of specific knowledge but
rather prepares him to make use
of what knowledge he acquires,

In this way, the student can
develop his capacity to think log-
ically and with consequence, pre-
paring himself to make sound
judgments when called upon to do
so.

sian Studies

Secondly, the undergraduate
should acquire an understanding
of his own traditions, To grasp
the meaning of these as they have
developed requires both an his-
torical sense and an insight into
our present society.

Finally, through a particular
course of study, the undergrad-
uate can hope to acquire an in-
sight into a particular field of
knowledge which introduce him
to a science for analyzing prob-
lems as they arise in his own
later situation.

In this context, studies of tra-
ditional societies and cultural
change take on an even greater
significance. At a new university
one cannot expect to find all
fields and interests represented.
But what there is of non-Western
studies will be a success only
if it manages to convey some
sense of new and different ideas.

Having insisted that under-
graduate university education is
not professional training, we
should not overlook the fact that
there are indeed professions and
careers for which undergraduate
and advanced preparation can
have more or less relevance.

The first place is quite ob-
viously in education itself, To-
day not only the universities but
high schools and extension
schools are concerned withclas-
sical and modern Oriental stud-
ies and have started non-Western
programs,

As this interest in Oriental
studies rises, there is a cor-
responding demand for further
training of librarians and arch-
ivists familiar with the Asian
and African areas and able to
use European and Asian lang-
uages,

Government agencies are also
engaged in assembling materials
and translating, International ag~
encies engaged in foreign affairs
and economic aid require can-
didates with preparation in non-
Western studies. Some banks,
business and law firms havealso
become interested in this same
background.

As a preparation for assuming
the burden of all sorts of every-
day problems and of analysis
of one’s own traditions and in-
stitutions, there is no better
preparation than the confron-
tation with civilizations which
conceive of things in ways wholly
different from those of our own.

As the East becomes the focus of current events, uni versities like York are thinking about programs in Oriental Studies.
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UNIVERSITY COLONY PHARMACY

to fill your every need

102 Hucknall Rd. (at Sentinel Rd.)

FREE DELIVERY

633-5561

7 DAYS A WEEK
10% DISCOUNT

on purchases upon presentation of your A.T.L. CARD

VESUVIO'S PIZZERIA
and
SPAGHETTI HOUSE
University Colony Centre
638-1632
FREE DELIVERY

on $2.25

and over

The Ember Lounge
(upstairs)

Provides you with
gracious dining

.........

The Loyalist Roon

(downstairs)

steak pit

COLONY STEAK HOUSE
AND TAVERN

1189 Finch Ave. Phone 633-1289

( at Keele )

specializing in charcoal steaks

Available for Banquets

PUBLIC SERVICE OF CANADA

Will you graduate in 1968 with a minimum of
8 full-year courses* in one or more of the
following disciplines?

ECONOMICS MARKETING
SOCIOLOGY STATISTICS
DEMOGRAPHY
ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY

If yes, the PUBLIC SERVICE OF CANADA can

offer interesting and challenging positions to
you as:
ECONOMISTS SOCIOLOGISTS
STATISTICIANS
Our recruiter will visit the Placement
Office of York University on November 6
and 7.

Arrange with your placement office for an
interview to discuss career opportunities
in the Public Service of Canada.

* For those who will have less than the required
number of courses there may be opportunities
for  further education and careers as Labour
Market Analysts. Check with your Placement
Office.




