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■ * __4 i_ iL. enkiert students should gradually
matter of fact, he might even in the first place, whicn mig t ®rQ| wbose lectures learn to be self reliant and de
tail the course he is taking in be tar Irom mts ®c u mJ . f be Q wost# of students' mond only the générai
mathematics.! stimulation. The Kind ot tj|»e whose own attendance guidance from their pro

students who seldom seek Most of our mathematics mathematics that^ would '|ectures might be fessors.
iheir orofessors outside the courses are so called service stimulate students interest in unre|iobl®; who might be im- (jx) Such questionnaires can 
classroom I am afraid that courses, and sometime dif- mathematics and the kind of possible to reach; who may not at best isolate the very best or
their judgement about a pro- ferent topics are squeezed into mathematical skills they need able to *XP ^ th* the very poor of teachers. Mo
tor's accessibility will be a course merely to enable the to acquire to do something requirements clearly and yet jorj|y of fhe professors will be
either based on hearsay, or, to student to acquire the else, ore not always the some, they are P . those indistinguishable, and no com-

necessary skill for use In I, «"uW ««K, JSTonTÏÏho"hiv? parison will be possible,
give him a passing grade. It another discipline. It is not the tion to say ^Ot the studems distinguished Perhaps it is a vain pursuit to
would be more appropriate to primary purpose of the courses have to learn many a sub ect Jonore^ try to find a neat statistical
ask how often had a student to stimulate interest in the sub- as a necessaiy evi , regar (v) On the other hand, if the means to grade all faculty
tried to contact his professor ject matter. The stimulation for of their interest in i . purpose of the questionnaire is members in different subjects
and if he had any difficulty in (6) PRESENTATION OF THE teaching wiM be poor in the P P J members in- with the help of students. Such

i L helD l wish the SUBJECT MATTER: How can a eyes of a persor, who Ih mselt fo b*coming goad teachers, gestionnaires shift the
9 «H eal oro'ession were as faculty member's presentation knows very iMtle °bo^ ■ then it is very probable that responsibility of quality control
medical profession were as 0t a course be "adequate to a GENERAL COMMENTS: (.) It the pcor teachers will try to f Pteachinq from the ad-
concerned about th® student if it is not clear to is possible that some of my mak; sure that the majority of inistratol 9 to the students,
of the patients who often have The distinction between remarks do not apply equally )heir sfudents vouch for them m’"‘:'''ra ° f ide
to wait up to two hours ever, „unc|eur.. and "confusing' is to subjects other than between fhat fhey are good, without S'7e9n °® the students 
after an appointment has been rather subtle, because unclear stimulating interest in a any appreciable change in the and satistactioi ■ 
made. can be confusing and confusing political, social or historical qua|ity Qf their teaching. and a handy verdict to the ad-

(3) ATTENDANCE AT can be unclear. event, and in stimulating or (vix |t is my personal opinion mlnistrotors, of a |ury that re-

c°an'bem.e,m.d "unr.llable". ST^T o!^y p^bl.Twbkh '"ocher,"e.L"S.hey perform ?*!*"“ »( ,h* quolify of if,
then it is a serious charge P* „ „ ..exce„enî» requirPes some background their teaching obligations con- lu<js«m ' university is
against him Such members t@„ buf not "good"? work and demands undivided scientiously and as well as can (>0 , . ; .
should be few and far bet- ,$Jt adequate prépara- attention. But obviously a be reasonably expected of seriously interes P.
ween, and it should hardly be tion adequate? What is meant university wide questionnaire them Only a very small mg the quality a =-
necessary to ask each student b "excellent" preparation? If should be applicable to all. I number might be considered there are cer am y
of every course in all the a faculty member makes an oc- also assume that this question- »ex tiona||y good" because ways. Here are a tew sugges-
depbrtments throughout the casional error, does it mean he noire is to be answered mostly unusual physical or tions.
university and every term of is not fully prepared? An occa- by undergraduate students. ^enfa| endowments. No (a) it should be recognized
the year, to identify them. Is it sional slip in doing a (jj) As far as students are . ,# erfect for all that a person who has been a
not the responsibility of the mathematical problem cannot conCerned they should feel $ gQod poor teacher for 5, 10 or 20
u- «taorh department be avoided unless one does confident that their professors students, borne y 9 years is difficult to reform. But

^ha'rTn °t unde nor! every problem just before go- have the necessary knowledge teachers will be considered ^ js entering
to make sure that under no , lecture or copies . fi«M and are willing poor by poor students. A vet y a P . «
mal circumstances all lectures erytbing from notes. Does it and able to teach and guide small number (0 to 5 per cent) t e persuaded
are held at the appointed jmp^ |a*k Qf preparation? °h6m They should not have to might indeed be poor should b* ^ Dr^ured®o
time? Does "excellent preparation wondor each term whether teachers, but they might also and, if nece y, p

(4) USE OF CLASS TIME. As mean flawless presentation fheir professor would be com hqve some other redeeming oecome a good teachei. i ms
for a faculty member's use of under all circumstances? If so, petent enough to teach. Only features |t would be difficult does not preclude the possibm-
class time, for most courses it is it really appropriate to pre- rore|y shou|d they have to condemn them, and equally ty of excellent young teachers,
is used for lecturing, sent such an unreal picture of a criticize and revolt against , fo teach them to (b) Rewards for good

HJn*wS2S Pr" ULTV «EMBERS in,.,a,

about the subject {Question 1). *5'0^LEf°°E|tyn members ^QoSiS'th* untlersityT'it?"pro- Han oi two parties: the teacher honorary J*™*' ^ ^
is well prepared for the ecture know|edge Qf the subject, I do f8SSOrs or the administrators. and the learner. It is not possi- ^ ' the basis Qf
(Question 2) and his présenta- not think that a Student can r-,jj\ |t IS not obvious what b|e to maximize the qualities be given so y
tion is good (Question 3), then meaningfully assess whether pu'rpose this questionnaire is Qf teaching without any t®°<"'ir'9on ' or rese r •
his use of class time must have the member's knowledge is supposed to serve. According reference to the qualities of W All committees w
been "effective". In other "exceptional" or only "good , to the accompanying note, it is the learner. It is not the pro- any serious academic purpose
words, this question is redun- or "adequate." It is an unfair „fo provlde comparable data . fau|t that a university whould be abolished, saving
dont in the light of other ques- demand from a person whose for use in assessment pro- shqu|d open it8 door, tor finan- the academics thousands of
H°f5) STIMULATION OF IN- IT-SSET^ ^ ‘"w Œ SS —
TE«.UiuS„ WH.IH.S ^0^ r» ™ SïïS- « -i* b. -- -

a faculty member stimulated a based on supeHiciaiities or the Qr methods of doing all kinds of remedial help in Pe,cf®^ J? . he,d resp0nsi-
student’s interest in the sub- theatrics of presentation something. The correct exprès- the skills of the ordinary judgements and he|d p
ject, is rather misleading. The rather than on any accurate sion might have been "assess- |anguage and basic ble for .heir action.,. y
students' interest in a par- measurement of the depth of ment process". It is surprising mathematics. The very presen- should be creaitea
ticular subject is much more knowledge. that it escaped the attention of tQ}jon of an op.ion to young discredited according to me
dependent upon other factors Is it really the job of an Q„ the Committee members qr students to call their good or poor managements ot
than on professor’s stimuia- average student to decide qn<j others associated with it. J#sor8 qualified and the unit for which they are
tion. And if we assume that wh?th®VtF;f ''**?*■ • -Jof (iv) If the questionnaire is to Ponfus:ng, is on invitation to responsible
most students do not attend P'°f ao°d” or ï>or"? Unies! be used for grading professors students to transfer their (xi) ! would appreciate a col-
universities lor Intelleduol “ «^m.°L,To.t tocu'ly tor Pjjmrttarl<»d ton** ^.comings os students to I.Cive ond/or .nd.v.duol
stimulation, and most courses members are imposters, and reward , members their professors. response
are designed to achieve a|so poor ut that it will be a th^n hnv« !,riadv^^receivedthe (viiO In my view, every criticism and suggestions from
limited facility in a specific rare exception rather than the ^ t honor that the univer- university is liable to have a all of you
subject, then intellectual rule that a professor's ^^^^towupo^ihem, few poor teachers whose unanimously approved the
stimulation for a particular knowledge of the sublet ne is > . f „ professorship, creative abilities overpower questionnaire,
subject might even be studying, even for good ^'^be assessed any capacity to teach. It is I hope that you will not treat
detrimental to the students' students, aoes not come, as a mQ|€> 0therwise, by implica- q|so not neCessary to make your decision as an irrevers.-
goals. As on example, if a stu- rule, from the protessor, tion |t wou|d appear that we everyone conform to any stan- ble process of nature,
dent was truly stimulated rather from the student s might have among us faculty dqrd pottem without enough
about a problem in desire to get ahead in his own members whose knowledge |jow^nco for individual
mathematics, he could spend field of interest or from the may be poor who may be jdio acies. Teaching at the 
all his time investigating it, fear of failing m the achieve- poorly .W^T^be SSÎÎ: university level should not

ïÆ-aSL.'TK brought hle.o°h'runlv.r,itv Irg. who might mok. ,lud.nl, b«=m. ,poon Ledlng. Tb.
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Sincerely yours,m- ee t vMatin Yaqzan 
Department of Mathematics
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