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out level in norttiern Aberta schools
is not likely to improve.

It was the same year as the study,
1971, that "parents of the Cold Lake,
Kehewin, and Saddle Lake Reserves
in northeastern Alberta withdrew
their children from school" to pro-
test, in part, inadequate schools,
reported Our Native Land, a national
Native newsletter.

It was flot until 1982 that members
of the communities that the 24
Northland schools serve first got to
vote on, local school board com-
mittees.

These local committees oversee
their own schools, and Northland
school board is composed of the
chairman of each of the local
committees.

The promising fact is that North-
land has had some positive changes
in the last five years; changes that are
hoped will bring the drop-out rate
down. The frightening aspect is that
Northiand could flot have been
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Almost ail of the projects the uni-
versity has beeri involved ln were
started because of the initiative of a
few prof essors.

The facutty of Eduication and the
university as a whole have flot aes-
ponded to these problems.

"So many people have trled so
hard to do something," sald Ution,
but the collective will of the faculty
of Education is lacking. "Response
has been piecemneal,"' le said.
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