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months the Dep artment of Labour lbas begun a sys-
temaî wages inquiry which will deal with wages
received by both men and wornen in aIl lines of
industry. A suggestion bas been ruade, following
the appearance of the articles in Ufie COURIIZR, that
one or two wonien correspondcuuit might be ap-
pointedl t report to the Labouir Gae eon condi-
tions affecting labour among woîncn and chljdren
in the chief industriai cities of the I)oiniîoi.

N ATURALLY, soine of the most initeresiing, and
. . useful communications have coru from i
ness girls. One business girl w rites on behaîf o'
herself and five other girls wvlo (lepend on their
own wage earnings: "I say 'us girls' because 1
arn one of the rnany w.ho have to board and whio
have to, depend solely on theimsel'.cs. Of course,
you must flot take from this that 1 find myseîf a
hardiy-tised person. 1 can gratefullyl say that miy
circurrstances in rnany way s are- sciaïly fax'oîre'l.
But 1 arn thiïikîng of the many, miany others who
have not the privileges 1 have and of whom 1 arni
hearing every day, girl friends of mine working ini
many capacitîes. 1 could write you pages of x
periences of rny friends, but il would be noî)liuig
new 10 yeu, the sanie old story of the thiings, girls
have to go lhrough and tlic way they hiave' b stint
and maniage, in order to iîve within theirsari.
It seerned to nme and niy five, girl companion', wvbo
have read your articles withi the greatest inturest
that thle price of everything has gone up, but flot
salaries. As short a time as three years ag, 01
for a stenographer was as far as her hopew, ever
went, and she could live very cornfortably on that.
Then, you know, thc pace of dressing bas increased
so mnuch 1 suppose you will say that it is not
necessary for the girls 10 keep up to the exîremie
of faslion, as somne of îlîem (Ir in thc (Iown-tuvm
offices, and w'e agree with you. But a girl bas to
dress well, because onc's appearance ani 'style' arc
taken ilnto accounit nearly as mucb as one's pro-
ficiency; especially this is truc in the larger busi-
niess office down-town. After $5.50 is taken out
of that saiary, which includes board and a room
and a lighît lunch in the city, there is flot a wbole
lot leýfi over for laundry, dress and sundry smnaller
items whcwhen counted, mounit up. We do
flot take the word amusement into our finances at
ail, or at Icai very littIe. We often go out together
for a walk, or car ride, or pîcnic, or matinee, which
rneans, of course, car-fare, lunch, and 50 cents for
a ticket is thie lirnit....

"Aniothier thing we have often talked abouit is
this: Take the average boy with just theaere
eduication, and hie starts to, work sonme place, any
place, he is always able to look higher, for pro-

71 tifi one place lu another. O)f course, il
dpend1s onI hiniseîf wheîlier bu is arribitiouis and

ai goodi worker and wheîlîer lie can be dcpcnded
on.1 He ean work up year after year as bis abili-
ies shiow him able and as vacancies occur. Then
takec a girl, except in a fus'. rare cases, she gels

sfar and no fartber. Once a stenog.-rapher always
a stenographer. Once ani office girl alw\ays one.
Years of exeice and intimiate acquintance witb
the details ofi Uic( business a,- suzch girls gel (Io îot
seemi 10 gel thbeni further along as would bappenl
in a ho's case, ,X irl does net wan ut t stay a

stenographer if sue can do somaetîing better. She
just gels so far in bouh salary and position and
there she sticks."

TMAEMBIERS of a woman's organization in To-
Sronto during two recent labour difficulties in-

terviewed a1 numiber of the girl empioyees on strike.
Th'le wrîer of the case of the working girl bas been
sent notes of these interviews. One is bound to
admit that miaking duie aiiow,ýance for exaggeration,
imagination, and rnisunderstanding on tbc part of
the girl striksers, bbe evidence as a whole ]eaves one
with an uneasy feelinig of social wrong and danger.

'l'lie statenient is inade by one of thc girls that
wlien she asked a foremnan, for an iticrease ini pay
Leu tld lier 10 go anîd stand on the corner of Yonge
and Queen Struets. I>erhaps the girl 101(1 whial was
flot true.

At the same tume thc wriler renicunibers hearing
a woinan intimatcly associated witb thîe girl wage-
earîiurs somc years ago once rcpcat a similar re-
mark as having been ruade by a forenian to a girl
ciiiployee.

Anothur of the girl strikers said in an interview
tlî;t eue of thîe foremen w.as rougli w itl the girls,
s0ictinies g(>ing so far as to kick a girl citipîcycu.

TIlesc st;tteiiient' are reiieate(l hure with rebuct-
auc. o, utt it is a question i f Onu lias a righit to
witliliold inaterial of tItis kind when it lias been
seut ini along withi other more usable mnateri ai.
'l'ie object lias heun to keup this suries of articles
ou the Canadian girl wage-carner moderate and
tuniperate ini every partieular. ht is nul believed
Iliat sueh cniinois exist except iii rare cases in
tliis eoîury ut if thc girl wage-carner is luft
te, look afler1 hurscif, uîîtrained and often ineffi-
cient :îs sue bas been shown lu bu, with pay harely
ctnougu for neessities, whien living away f rein
houle lornulv and uneiared for, suicli conditions will
bc feuind miore largeiy in Canada. We canuiot lut
luis hapîien. And il siold bue reneînerud tat
bringing ini girl wage-uarners froin ollier counitries
w.ilI tend tu low.er conditions whicli alrcady exist.
'l'lic pruseît, is tichest lîie for action.

T HOS5E who wish to follow up Uic question of
w.onien's position in bîusiness and indltstry as

il is huiîîg diseussed 10 day will fiîîd inmportant facts
ini Miss Tosepîiine GoldInîark*s exhaustive volunme,
"Fatigile and Eýfficicnicy,'' ptîhlislied l)y the Ruissell
Sage Fouindatîin. The subject is being widely
writteni of in newspapers. A pointcd, readable dis-
enssuon of the success of worncn as workers appears
in Mlcredith Nicbolson's novel, "A Hoosier
Chiroiiele."

"'Sylvia, there's a lot ofhooks being wrÎîîen, anîd
pieces in the mnagazines ail the lime, about women
and wlîat we have (loue or can't dIo. What dIo you
suîpose il is ail leading up~ tu?"

"I'lîat question is bigger Ilian I arn, Auuît Sally.
But 1 tbink the conditions that have tlîrown xvonien
out înb the world as wage-carners arc forcinîg one
tlîing-just one thing, tbat is more important now
than any other-it's aIl summed up in the word
efficiency." a woa ba.o 0 cr o

"You mean thata onnasgtolerhw
to miake her jelly jell? Is tbat your notion?"

"Eýxactiy that. She must learn not 10 waste hier
(Concluded on page 23.)

A MENNONITE BIRTHDAY- PARTY IN SASKATCHEWAN
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