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7HE FuRnENCH LAI 'GUAGE QUESTION\4R. BOURASSA- bas been printing in bis
paper-Le Devoir-the opinions of a
number of prominent English residents
of the Province of Quebec on the attitude

f the Ontario Government toward the French
ýhoo1s in ±aut Province. These opinions have been
-so far as I have seen tbem-uniformly against
ie action of the Ontario Governrnent. Yet tbey
ave been signed hy naines of weight and experi-
,ce in Quebec-most of tbem, inideed, have been
nglisb Montrealers. They have been business men,
ýllege pro fessors, lawyers and the like. Tbey
axe ail borne testimony to the generous and kindly
:titude of the French majority in Quebec toward
te hnglisb minority-and more particularly toward
le Eýnglish schools; and they have expressed sorrow
id indignation that this attitude was not recip-

rocated by the English miajority in Ontario.

DO not suppose that ail this will have the slightest
efct on Ontario politicians. They have dis-

covered that it is possible to arouse English opinion
in Ontario against French schools. 1 know, of
course, from personal experience that they cannot
arouse ail Ontario English opinion in this way;
but such Ontario opinion as is too calmn and broad-
minded and far-seeing to bie inflamed in this fashion,
does not, as a mIle, feel it a duty to stand up and
be shot at for the sake of far-away French-Cana-
dians, whos-e children, after aIl, must learn English,
sooner or later. In politics, prejudice and bigotry
are always, more combative and effective than
tolerance and philosophy, even, if the majority of
the people are tolerant. And I believe that the
majority of the people of Ontario are tolerant. I

believe that if a new Mowat emerged from the pea-
nut politics of that Province at this moment, and
made a stand against the "hustling" of the minority,
he would win, as Mowat won against Meredith on
the separate school question. But it is easier to,
shout with the "shouters"; and both parties seem
to be doing it.W

HOWEVER, I arn calling attention to theseHarticles in an English publication in the hope7
that the strong and confident Englisji majority of
Ontario may possibly pay some heed to 'the plaints.
of the small and contented English "garrison" in.
Quebec. It ought stirely to carry a littie weight.
with the Ontario people to find prominent represen-
tatives of their fellow English-Canadians in French
Quebec expressing so unanimously and 50 strongly
the hope that they will not carry their campaign
of linguistic perversion so far as to challenge re-
taliation in Quebec, and sio mar a barmony between
the two races which bas now existed for many
decades. It is not'-let me say-very brave of On-
tario to insist upon getting its way, and satisfying-
its momentary race feeling, utterly reckless of what
the consequences may eventually be to an English.
Protestant minority in a neighibouring Province.
Ontario takes no risk. It compels the English "gar-
rison" of Quebec to carry the risk, while lordly
Ontario flaunts its colours and wins a cheap victory-
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