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Valuable Tests to Prove Forest's
Effect on Streamns

Experience has proved that the forest works efficaciously against mnany

ingers resulti ng from the elemnents let loose, such as avalanches, falis of

ones, erosion, earthslides, inundations. These.are facts admitted and in-

sputable, but how and in whiat measure does the forest exercise this

oderating action upon the destructive power of water? How can it

ssenl the destruction from inundations?
It is in order to attempt an answer to this leading quecstion that the

wiss Federal Station of Forest Researchi in 1900 installed an observing

ation in the basin from which two streams of the Bernese Emmental are

-d. These streams, tributaries of the Hoynbach, are located ini the terri-

)ry of the commune of Sumiswald-Wasen, on the northwest siope of the

rapf. The geological formation is fissured pudding-stone which decom-

oses readily. One of the basins, with an extent of 140 acres, is completely

,ooded. The other with an area of 175 acres has only a small average of

rooded district, about 30%. The forest is composed of spruce and of

[der bushes. The measurement of the precipitation, rain and snow, takes

lace regularly throughout the year. In each of the basins there have

een installed three rain gauge stations at different altitudes. At the

inction of the two streams with the Hornbach certain apparatus registers

Litoinatically every five minutes day and night the volume of the water

qwing.
'rl-~rI Stýfnfin is Lyoinz to -Publish very soon the results thus


