. James D. Hume, -

dsqo

L,

- 11 June 1335, “'their deals in the relative proportion of duty ?—They have the same. right, but.as:’ -
* their duty is so low it is not‘worth their while to waste much' wood, and make an
- effort to, produce a lon

thew hole is not iuUh enough to drive them out of their proper course.

‘ “”“the first material or raw material is: charged a higher duty on- ‘the’ import. tha the
. manufactured article 9——No, I.do not call to my 1ecollectmn any. article:s
L stanced ;- if there is it must be accidental, and i in some unimportant’ matter.

. f‘,‘anomaly in our custom-house law ’-—-—I do uot apprehend that- ther

s MINUTES OF ]ZVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE'

a competrtlon between long’ and short deals rather than between deals and timber."

g, that an equal duty, under those “circumstances, incidentally operates as a sort of .

\thls wood fortuue occurs i—I consider it fortunate \vlth 1eference to the accidental

o Itis -Jccrdental because it might have happened. that the most distant’ country”
~should have heen in the circamstances of the nearest one; Russia might have been . -
 under the difficulties which occur. in Norway, and .} \‘oruay might have had -the -~ ¢

‘been contemplated by many parties, that timber is to be considered merely as'the- -
“raw material, and the deal as the manufactured article; and this mcongrulty in:

“also as quickly as it can be from/ the time of felling, the grain will ~open, and the -
~ boards it wnll be fit for. nothmor I, thereforc, we make the deals here, there will

uhrch would be ‘an enormous increase to the hemht ‘and even then there would
" be great risk that the deals would not be so perfect as they would-have been if they

-.open. - In the timber such fissures are of no importance,: because it is used in lmrge
- 'scantlings ; but to wood which is to be cut down into boards, perhaps half .an-inch
oy thlcl\ the splits and shakes would be total destruction, . - \

. f sawn up F—That is only sawn Into large | scantlings, in which those fissures are not
.. of any. 1mportance. it lS used for beams 'md raftera and quartermg,
. :,thm boards.

tlmber or 0the1 crrcumstances, able to. send deal:. equally lonﬂ and \nde.‘ It 1s

24. The British Colonies do not enjoy any such premium on the manufacture of

g deal less marketable than a short one, because the duty on . :

- 25! Can you ‘mention the. European countries which are. practlcally in the en_)oy- |
ment of that privilege in the manufacture of deals >—It happens incidentally, and
fortunately on the whole, since it is quite accidental, that the nearest countries are
those the least. able to send the long and broad deals; the (_onsequence of which -

equ'rlmmou of theirivarious facilities. ~The distant country, from which frerght of .

course is the heaviest, has an opportunity of importing its deals here at a less duty

for a specific quautlty of w ood, than the nearer countr Ys whose frewht is low. . 2
26. Does not the present state of the duty give an unfair advantage to Russia. -

“and Prussia ¢ over Norway ! ?—— ‘\ conuderable advauta(re to Rusm, but not much to;, X

Prussia. L
27. Is that sho\m in: thc quantlty lmpor ted ﬁom Norwav, compaled w1th the IR
quantity of deals imported from Prussia #—1 believe it will be shown particularly
in the greater quantity of deals from Russia compared with Norway, which i is the B
ploper coumny for deals. . Prussia sends few deals: her trade is in timber. = S
.28, When you say that it is fortunate; to whose advantaﬂe do you consrder that] PR

eﬂc«t and in the view of those who prefer the present state of the timber' duties..

advantages on her side. It would have been unfortunate if natura al mequahtles had
been 'umravuted by an errorin our system. . . '
20. Ts it fortunate for the consumer, or for tunate for the 1mporter r——-It is fortu- Ll
nate for the plans of those parties who think it is desirable to neutralize all fac1lmes S
of trade, and, as uearlv as they.can, to turn commerce into' a handy-cap race. " .. .
30. Isitnota chalge on the consumer >—The consumer and the. revenue,’ that S
is, the public in its two greatest intercsts, suffer as usual in these cases. =
- 31. And the Dritish manufacturers of deals suffer from the premium erljoyed by -
the foreign manufacturer %—The. deals cannot be sawn in this countr s they must .
be sawn abroad. The timber would not come in the state fit for sawing: - It has ~

the charge on deals was considered to be so much the worse, because it. operates -
in favom of the manufactured article and against the raw materral “but the fact is -
(and T can only give this as information acqmred from other partles, ‘but whlch.xj
I believe to be. perfectly truc), that'if the deal is, not cut ‘from the round log, and -
wood will be full of: sphts, or, as it s termed shak 'aud when'cut into thinner

be of course all the evil ‘of brmgm«r the round log instead of- the square’ ‘timber,.

‘had been cut earlier after the period of felling, ‘and before the grain had time- to,

- 32. Would not that difficulty apply to timber brought here as tlmber afterwerds

; but‘ no £

33. Do you know of any other mstance in: the dutles of thls country in:which

' 34. So that the admission of the deals at a lower duty than.the: ‘timber.




