the most unhappy people under the sun.—
Observe now the vast distinction betwecn the
two jobs—Pitt and Castlereagh, after cor-
rupting the Irish Parliament to transfer the
legislative power to the English Parliament,
did not eatisfy themselves with an Imperial
statute—they went farther, and called for an
Irish Aot of Parhiament, making the Irish
Legislature 1tself confirm the Act of Union
Mr Piit, as we all know, was A great states-
man, and aithough this Irish tranaaction was
» blemish on his character, and evinced an
error of judgment and a defect of morahty
mn thirkhing that the end could justify the
means, still he had great wicJum, and when
he dr tcrmived to accomplhish the Union he
did «o effectually  When he bad bound the
people of Ineland hand and foot, and onst
them 1nto himbo, bhe took care to lock the
door and to walk off with the key But our
jobbers had not senec enough to bolt the
door; they were in such a hurry to enjoy the
fruitg of Confederation that they did not take
time to think how tne thing should be done,
but after shuting us into limbo the arrant
stupidities walked off, leaving the door sjar
and the key sticking in the lock, we will
certmnly, thereforc, open the door and walk
out By the mercy of Heaven we fell ito
the hands of men who did not know what
they were about R

The hon member for Inverness cited what
I oalled s somewhat doubtful pohtical char-
aoter in Peel, who, as I stated before, had
cminent qualities but the one terrible blemieh
which I mentioned If he wanted to find &
model I would recommend him to go to Ire-
Iand England nover was in the position of
the Colonies; she never had such occasion to
produco model statesmen of the cast of those
I have referred to, but Ireland was in that
condition—she had been robbed of her cons
stitution, and had produced some men who
were more worthy of 1mitation than Sir
Robert Peel If he had taken Daniel O’Con-
nell be would have chosen for his model an
honorable and patriotic statesman—a msn
who loved his country from his cradle to his
grave, spendieg the whole of his most valu-
able life 1n contending to get back tho cone
stitution of which she was rcbbed, and a
man who died advocating nobly the cause of
Ireland’s liberty. lle was the equal of Sir
Robert Peel in ability; as a man and a statess
man he was his superior He slso was an
orator, and as a patriot he had no cqual, and
he went down to an honored grave If1
were to make any man my model I would
choose such & man as that, rather than one
who, having forfeited the character of a
steady and consistent statesman, desoended
wnto sn inglorious grave If this country
were unsuccessful in obtaining Repeal she
would be much 1n the condition of Ireland;
and I ask, does the hon. member for Inver-
nees wigh to see us in that position? Does
he wish to see 1n Nova Scotia generation
after generation of discontented subjeets !

In 1eference to the treatment which we have
received at the hands of the British Governes
ment I muet draw & contrast by no means
flattering to that Government If wetakeup
the filo of the despatches, we shall see with
what care, correctness and impartiality the

Ministers of George II. treated Nova Scotis
when Governor Lawrence thought he could
do very well without an Assembly. They
said *“ the King had pledged his royal word
to Nova Bootia that 1te people should have &
House of Assembly on the model of the Bri-
tish Ilouse of Commons, and we command
you forthwith to summon the House ** The
Governor made various excuses—he thought
he could do very well without the Assembly,
but they answer him, *“ We command gou to
execute the royal promises, because we will
not have thoese promuses forfeited.”” They
told him that this command was the last in-
structions he was to receive. This is the way
i which this country was treated in those
daye; but how have the Mimstera of Queen
Victoria treated this Province? I am sorry
to ray & word to the prejudice of those great
men, and I am willing to believe that, betng
doubtful of the confidence of the Houee of
Commons, they had enough to engage their
thoughts at home without looking into the
affairs of the Colonies I am willing to make
every excuse for the Imperial Miniaters,—
they were told, it is true, by persons from
this country, whom they mistook for gentle-
men, that Nova Scotia most anxiously desired
to be confederated, and that the schemeo
would be satisfactory to all concerned. Bat
I must pauase here and make this observation
In a matter of such tranecendant importance,
involving the fate of this, the noblest portion
of the Empire, these men are chargeable with
groes neghigence,—they should not have been
satisfied with the word of any man, but
should have so framed the Aot of Union that
the people and legislature of this country
would have been consulted upon 1ts details
They should have sent 1t out with a suspend-
mg clause to prevent its coming into opera~
tion until the people had been heard at the
polls, and our Parliaments had ratified 1t
clause by clause They are chargeable, I
say, with negligence in not doing so, and if
they are compelled, from the necessity of their
position, to draw back and revise their steps
—to admit the soundness of the arguments
which I aw using to-day as to the invahidity
and unconstitutionality of that Act, they
must gee up in Parliament and state that
they were wrong. I have such an opinion of
the highemindedness and integrity of that ad-
ministration, that I believe they will embrace
the earliest opportunity of making reparation
to the people of Nova Scotis, whose nights
they have treated with too much indifference
Now, Mr Speaker, let me ask what the
condition of this country would be if we ac-
cepted Confederation? We would be abso-
lutely at the dispceal of the Canadian Par-
liament  Toey can tax unhmitedly the peo~
ple of Nova Scotia, excepting that they oan-
not put & tax upon land They took our
ra Iroads, our fisheries, our public buildings
and our revenues, but were kind enough not
to take Nova Scotia itself up to Canada—they
had the kindness to make that exception.
I'hat would be the condition of this country,
and let me ask, who are the Canadians that
the noble and loyal people of Nova Scotia
should be made subject to them? What
temptation have wo to enter into a Confeders
ation witlni\em? Has Nova Scotis ever for-



