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ment, I find thero ave some practitionors who regard tho pro.
ceeding as utterly valucless, and others who condemn it altoge.
ther.  With those who ignore its claims to general acceptation,
I think Siv Wm. Jenaor may bo classed, as his Jatest published
clinieal lecturo makes no mention ot it whatever® Of the
extremists who deny its utility, but regand its ueo with appre
hensions almost hydrophobial, Dr. Sweeting, of Stratford, Eng.
Jand, may bo accopted as the leader, though his following. 1
think, must ho a somewhat slender one, for, a glance at the lead-
ing medical publications of the past two years renders patent the
fact, that almost overy writer on tho =ubject, has not only adopt-
ed tho practico but oxpressed tho greatest satisfaction at the
result.  Erom some of tho more prominent of these contrilutors
to curront medical literature, (within the period specified,) I
may, very briofly, quote conclusions. Dr. C.II. I. Routh* states
that in all cases oxhibiting a tendency to death from the violence
of tho fover, “cold affusions to the skin,” or “cold spongings

aro indicated. Dr. Walter Forgus recommends® “rapid spong:
ing with vinegar and water  if the patient does not sleop—or
thoro is much irritation of the skin. In cases with cxtreme
development of the rash, and burning skin, “the cold douche,
rapidly given,” ho says, “acts iiko a charm.” Tho paticnt,
placed in a sponging bath closo to the bed, has four to five wash
hand basins of cold water poured in quick succession over him,
is *quickly rubbed dry,” and put to bed, when, “if tho treatmest
has done good, he drops off to sleep at once.” I scarcely think
tho rubbing process likely to be well-borne. In all the cases
which have como under my observation the gentler the manipu-
lations tho bolter. Dr. Charles T. Thompson® on the very first
aceoss of tho fever puts his patient intoa warm bath, and ropeats
it a3 his strongth will allow, or the soverity of the attack may
require. Ho speaksof the effect as soothing and refreshing, and
statos tho proceeding is alinost uniformly followed by an erup
tion “so vivid in color, and of such an amount, as would astonish
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