
O-sa Cocà¾neal Insect.

ported from South Atiierica is valued at £500,000. The East In-
dia company have offered £6000 for its introduction into their ter-
ritorios.

Long after the introduction of cochineal into England, it gave
but a duli kind of crimson, tili a chemist namned Kuster, about the
sixteenth century, discovered the use of the solution of tin, and the
ineans of preparing, with it and cochineal, a durable and beauti-
fui scarlet.

LoNDON.-Two centuries and a-hall ago, Charing-cross, was
within bow-shot of the open country, ail the way to Hampstead
and Highgate. North of the cross there were only a few bouses in
front of the Mews, were the king's falcons were kept. The Hay-
market was a country road, with hedges on eacb side, running be-
tween pastures. St. Martin's-laue was bounded on the west side
by the high walls of the Mews, and on the other side, by a house,
and by old St. Martin's Church, where the present Church stands.
Frorn these buildings it ivns a quiet country lane, leading to St.
Giles', then a pîcasant village, situated among fine trees. Hoîboru
was a nierc rond between open mendow land, with a green hedge
ou the north sidc. In thc Strand, opposite to, St. Martin's-lane,
stood the hospital and garde ns of St. Mary Rouncival, a religi-
ous establishment founded and endowed by William Earl of Pem-
broke, in thc reiga of Henry III. la the middle of the road lead-
ing to the Abbey, and opposite to Charing-cross, stood a hermitago
and chapel (lcdicated to St. Catherine.-The Penny Magazine

EUROPRAN POPULATION.
A German periodical (Hesperus) contains some very fanciful

speculations on the causes which affect population, from which we
have sclecteil the following particulars :-The increase and de-
crense of niarriagcs in a coun try are naturally influenced by great
events, such as pence and war, public prosperity and public cala-
mitics, famine and disease; but here we are told, that politicalfeel-
ings excrcise an influcnce: thus, in Pruissia, the number of marri-
ages was greatly incrcnscd aftcr the expulsion of the French.
During the years 1817, 1818, and 1819, when the political pros-
pects of that country were, in their zenith, 1 person was married in
98; in the subsequent years the numbers again fell to 1 in 108, 1 in
111. and 1lin 119.

Ia France froin the year 18915 to 1822, the number of marriages
was much lcss than before the revolution, althou gh the popu-
lation was greater by several millions. After 1917, t he numbor of
annual marriages increased by about 8000, and continued stationa-
ry at that rate til 1821 ; but, in 182-2, aftcr the evacuation of the
country by foreign troops, the number quickly rose by 26,000, and,
in the ensuing year, even by 40,000. But it again declined during
the obnoxious administration of Villele, and again increased. afler
th3 overthrow oflbis ministry. Even in Russia, from 70to 80,000
couples less than usual, were mnarried in 1812.

The proportion otfdeaihs alnong children under 5 years, is also
remarkable, as it seems to keep pace with the degree of education
and comfort of 11w inhabittints. ht is smallest in thic large towns;


