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rest.t' Straight, gracious, diviiiely
assertive, hIad l)eeni bus lutteraiîces.
13titsuddleily lie chianged bis nietbodl.
Uce ceased nakingy direct statemnents.
Ile put ftue truth in peculiar round-
about faslhion. ile spoke iniany
things '4o them iii the foriii of a coiu-
nected narrative %viiereiii lie îvould
iiistitu te sonie spiritual comuparisu».
"He opened bis inouth and utteredl

parables :"! and, for the finiie being,
w~ithotit a parable spakte lie nLo

uuîto Liieiii.1 Iiideed, s0 inark-ed muuý
blis Chiange of iliethIod, tliat Uic dis-
ciples becaîne jîerplexed anid asked,
IL XVhy 'iJ)cakest timoln iîîît tliellî iii

parables '?" Tf le words of ftic text,
wliici forni part of lis muswer, intist
iiot be undersfood as uînifoldingý ail
isulated thoughlt. They apply ex-
pressly to tie parables. Blessedl are
you reyes : for tliey sec wlhat is to bu
seeui iii fle parables. BiMesseid are
your ears : for thiey lîcar wimaf is to
'be Ieard ir. the liarubles. iNo good
can be gained by seeking a miore pro-
foulîd aîîd uîystical scuse. [t is a
simuple collumnîendafion î -l is dis-
ciples' eyes and cars, ini contrast to
tihe eyes aud ears o'x flic %'onld. Let
uis keeli flese eyes aîîd cars wvlierc
tliey bcloiîg, in flic body of bis owvn
iiterpretatiom.

First, thien, TIIE FUNCIION X0F THE
EYE Iir PARAiIOLIC TEACINS<.

Tlîings 'wp cau sec are used to
teadu us abouit things ive calnot sec.
flic parables are eiflîer abouit pro-
cesses ini nature, or cisc eveiits iii
]îuîuaiin experience. Tlîey arc patent
to al]. TFliey are unatters of ordiîîary

Observationî. Vecan sec Mie Sower
groiîg, forth; sec tie fisliersdragg,ýilag
their net ; sec the prodigal Ieaviîîg
homne and coîuing back ; sec tîe
Phiarisee anîd Publicauil at prayer; see
tie inistarcl seed gyrowing to a gyreat
size. 1 l a word, we can sec l tlie
p;iocescs anîd transactionîs drawin
upi.n ini the înîrables. iey> inre pre-
eîîîiîîcîîtly inutters of sight.

Blit we may sec, without sueiîg.
Many iii the crovds wvho liurd .Jestus
S;Lw thle sower gOiticg fortli Wo soi,

jutas vividly as if lie wec Ib".fore
thieir uves : iiffled, lie iil;ly *etay
hîave becît before Lheir eyes îes .ieSUS
spoke to them : but they saw enlv
tie sower. M[aîy saw the itet tilled
w'ith fisi : perhlpals ie fislieriîîeîî
înay liave beendagiî it îot far
froin wI!cre tle multitudes satauîd
Christ froîn biis floatinîg pulpit niay
liave puîntedl it out: bult they saw
oniy fisliers, oîîl3 a net, oxily ffishi.
M1any saw -i wayward son going«
froin Iîoîîe and tien comîiuîg bath- for
î.orgl.vpe-ss: ivho îîevcr for a moment
feit Mie least liersounai inttirest in LUic
situation. Many saw the twvo mfeni
prayiuîg iii the temple 'ithout sýe-
iiîg theniselves. Many saw the ex-
traordiîiary growth of the iiîusftrd
seed and perlîaps thougclit oîily of
the Comîmercial aspects of it.

A nd so far as the muere observation
of the things about us is concerned.
cinq manl iuighlt have ittered these
parables. ii fact.,other teacimers dIii
utter parables ziot dissimuilar to these:
as, foir instance, the Rabbins of the
Talmnud. But Jesîîs spake as never


