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THE FRENCH IN CANADA.

The Annual report of the Montreal 
French Methodist Institute, Montreal, 
ha-5 been issued. During the year 
just closed thirty-six students were 
in attendance at the Institute, ttventy- 
iive of them for the first time. Dur­
ing the live years of its history twelve 
students have entered the ministry in 
Canada or in the United States, and 
several are looking forward to this 
great work.

Few Methodists in the Maritime 
Provinces or in Ontario have an ade­
quate conception of the field which 
the French Canadian population of 
the Dominion offers to the Gospel 
worker. Of the nearly one and a 
half millions who speak a foreign 
language bnt a*very small proportion 
are Protestants, Many of their 
French neighbors, having embraced 
the purer religion, haveTound it ne­
cessary to cross the border, where the 
Catholic priesthood has less power 
than in fhe Province of Quebec.

That the French element in Canada, 
and the nearer states of the neighbor­
ing republic, will soon be assimilated 
by jthe ' predominant race is not at all 
al! probable. No other element increas­
es so rapidly. The device of the early 
French rulers to promote colonization 
by putting a premium on large fami­
lies seems to have had an abiding in­
flue ace. With the original command 
to “ multiply and replenish the earth” 
was connected the consequence to 
“subdue it.” JThe fulfilment of the 
promise seems almost literal in several 
parla of the Dominion and of New 
England, where the English popula­
tion is rapidly yielding to the French. 
This growing population is carefully 
preserving its distinctness, while its 
increasing intelligence is adding still 
further to its power. Recent cele­
brations have clearly proved this. 
“Taking stock for half a century,” 
says a Montreal paper, “they found 
themselvis not less French than in 
1831. They found their political 
force grown in Canada, and even com­
manding respectful attention from the 
‘ machines’ in the United States. 
They found their language adhered to 
devotedly by the main body in Que­
bec and spoken enthusiastically by 
their colonies throughout the conti­
nent. They found their wisely-ruled 
church wealthy and potent. In a 
word they found safe their nationality 
and all they prize most.”

From abroad the views we have ad­
vanced get strong confirmation. This 
subject is discussed by Eugene Reveil- 
laud, the celebrated French Protes­
tant law) er of Paris, in a work he is 
about to publish. Will these French 
Canadians, he inquires, preserve the 
powerful vitality which they have 
hitherto shown, and transmit to their 
posterity their language, literature, 
and traditions, or “will they, yielding 
to the pressure of the Anglo-American 
world, lose little by little the distinc­
tive ft atures, confounded in the mass?” 
For his own part, he believes they will 
preset ve their old national existence, 
and supports himself in this belief by 
presenting a long catalogue of instan­
ces of resurrection on the part of so 
many European nationalities, all 
quot'd to impress the minds of the 
Frermh Canadians in their subjection 
to “ the purely apparent and merely 
nominal sovereignty of Great Britain.”

No Protestant Canadian can feel 
otherwise than glad in the belief that 
the liberal or advanced school of 
Frc.tch Canadians is likely to grow. 
If the pa.Uio.ism of a large section of 
out people must be French, it is bet­
ter tl.ut their sympathies should be 
with the France of to-day than with 
the France of the pre-revolutionary 
period. Yet tlje France of to-day is 
sadiv infidel in principle. Common 
sense revolts against the tyranny of 
the priesthood, but common sense is 
no safe guide to a higher life, nor can 
it rev. ai the upward path. The Gos­
pel only can do that. At a critical 
period, a« Mr. Beaudry remarks, they 
must be met with the Gospel’s benign 
influences. These only can save them 
from the grip of Romanism ortho chill 
of infidelity, and make them what 
tiny are ho well qualified by nature to 
become, a power in the service of the 
Lord Jesus.

The R-v. Dr. Cochran arid family 
started on the 7th inst. from San 
Francisco for Japan per steamer 
Oceanic, expecting to reach Japan on 
Tuesday last.

CA PE SABINE.
An official report of the horrors of 

Cape Sabine has finally shown what 
number of bodies had been disturbed 
after death by starving comrades in 
their mortal agony. The morbid in­
terest in the terrible sufferings of the 
Greeley party may therefore be ex­
pected to die out, unless aroused by 
a full narrative of what would be the 
most dreadful story of modern times. 
It would have been well if the world 
could have been spared such details, 
not so much in the interest of the 
dead, and the friends of the dead, 
as in that of the survivors. Theirs 
must be the lifs long disgust. “ I 
hope and pray that I may forget it 
when I die,” said one of them when 
questioned as to the act, as if forget­
fulness of the use of human tlHsh would 
be his “ fieaven of heavens. ” Indis­
criminate censure of these unhappy 
men is unreasonable. The widow of 
one of the dead, when urged to have 
her husband’s casket opened, wisely 
remarked in opposition that if the 
story were true, those who were forc­
ed to subsist upon their comrades’ 
flesh experienced the greatest horror 
of the act and should be guarded and 
pitied. In reference to a similar ac­
cusation against Sir John Frank­
lin’s expedition, Admiral Sherard 
Osborne, who commanded one of the 
expeditions in search of the gallant 
Franklin, well said : “ Why attempt 
to lift the veil with which - the All 
Merciful has been pleased to shut out 
from mortal ken the last sad hours of 
brave men battling with famine and 
disease.

A single benefit may result from the 
removal of the veil from the struggle of 
these* poor castaways with Arctic cold 
and hunger. It will be some time, in 
view of the terrible scene which now 
clouds the supposed glory of Arctic 
discovery, before attempts of a similar 
kind will be repeated. All that can 
be discovered in these frozen regions 
cannot benefit one soul on earth. 
“ A little,’’says a contemporary “has 
been added to scientific theories, 
which can always be stretched at will, 
a museum here and there has been 
slightly enriched with curiosities, 
botanical specimens have been gather­
ed and brought south. But the 
practicable Northwest passage once 
sought for has long been proved not to 
exist, and, after nearly three hundred 
years of effort the Pole has not been 
reached. Hudson went as tar north 
as 80 degrees, Parry to 82 24 and now 
Greely claims to have gone to 83.24. 
The old Dutchman with his rude tubs 
of ships in 1605 was not far from get­
ting in advance of all our modern ex­
plorers.” If this terrible scene— 
perhaps not the first of the kind—will 
but open the eyes of the world to the 
moral wickedness of subjecting brave 
men to such dire extremities for no 
other purpose than the gratification 
of scientific curiosity or national 
vanity, its description will not have 
been in vain.

Christ.” High as were their attain­
ment» lj-is eye of faith saw a greater 
blessedness to be won. They had 
light, but could have clearer light ; 
love, and yet there were heights un­
explored and depths unfathomed ; 
they had peace, but yet a peace pass­
ing all understanding asked their ac­
ceptance ; power, and yet greater 
power over self and sin had been pur­
chased by “the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son.” But the force, the weight 
of his wish lay in that promise annex­
ed : “ Faithful is He that calleth
you who also will do it.” Without 
that assurance the brotherly wish 
would have been mere sentiment, but 
in view of it our brethren who long 
for the greater purity and more glori­
ous power of their friends in Christ, 
have a warrant such as should stimu­
late them to tireless effort.

HOLINESS CONVENTION.

A circular kindly sent by the Rev. 
G. N. Ballentine, of Woodstock, gives 
further informal ion respecting the 
Union Meeting for the Promotion of 
Christian Holiness which was to be 
begun in the skating rink at Wood- 
stock yesterday afternoon. The meet­
ing is under the direction of the N. B. 
Bible Holiness Association. A num­
ber of noted workers will be present, 
among them the Rev. Dr. Watson ; 
Dr. Pepper of the Christian Staiulard; 
Dr. Levy, a Baptist minister of Phila­
delphia ; and Wm. McDonald, of the 
Christian Witness. At least three 
services will be held on each of eight 
days. Free return tickets can be pro­
cured at any station on the New 
Brunswick Railway.

We trust that the brethren of the 
Baptist Churches who constitute the 
committee of arrangements will find 
their neighboring Methodist brethren 
hearty and vigorous in their co opera­
tion, and that by all the churches at 
Woodstock and its vicinity a rich 
blessing may bo enjoyed. John Wes­
ley regarded the prominence given to 
the doctrine of Christian holiness as 
the secret of the true success of any 
Church. Of the several Methodist 
and Baptist workers named, Bru. Mc­
Donald is the only one personally 
known to the writer. It is hardly 
necessary to say that his orthodoxy 
as tested by our standards is unques­
tioned.

For even brethren beloved at 
Thessalonica the apostle prayed, “The 
very God of peace sanctify you whol­
ly ; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blame- 
lew en to the coming of our Lord Jeeus

We have learned with regret of the 
death, on Saturday afternoon last, of 
Mr. S. D. Macpherson, of Frederic­
ton. During a recent visit to Boston 
he was treated for cancer in the throat, 
but without permanent benefit. Since 
the death of Judge Wilmot, Mr. Mac­
pherson has been superintendent of 
the Methodist Sunday-school in Fred­
ericton, where he was very highly es­
teemed by all classes of citizens. His 
name is connected with an important 
era in Methodist history in New 
Brunswick. At the time he was in­
tending to be married the Methodist 
ministers in that province were striv­
ing earnestly for the legal right to 
solemnize matrimony, till then with­
held from them. Desirous to be mar­
ried by a minister of their own church, 
Mr. Macpherson and the lady about 
to link her fortunes with his waited 
until the Rev. Enoch Wood could per­
form the ceremony, and were thus 
the first couple married by a Metho" 
dist minister in that province. Should 
this statement meet the eye of the 
Rev. Dr. Wood, now residing near 
Toronto, it may prompt him to fur­
nish our readers with a sketch of the 
history of a somewhat lengthy strug­
gle, in which he was a successful leader. 
To the members of the afflicted family 
we offer Christian sympathy—sympa­
thy for their affliction, tempered by 
the sweet confidence that “ those that 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him.”

Our boys and girls are now finding 
their way back to the public schools. 
This reminds us that at the recent 
educational meeting in Truro a paper 
was read upon the question of the 
health of school children—a subject 
which is calling forth a good deal of 
attention. In France the authorities 
have taken it up, and appointed a com­
mission to consider it, whose report 
is now before the Minister of Educa­
tion. For lack of care in ventilation, 
there can be no doubt that many child­
ren have suffered through life, while 
some may have even been doomed to 
an early death. On the other hand not 
a few pupils have been rendered seri­
ously ill by exposure to draughts of 
air while seated at their desks. And 
ventilation is only one of a great 
many points connected with the health 
of our school children, which should 
receive more attention than in the 
past.

The Academies at Sackville com­
menced their work on Thursday. We 
think the outlook for both is good. 
We have already announced the 
change in the management of the 
Male Academy. At the Ladies’ Aca­
demy, we learn from the Rost, “the 
staff of teachers is the same as 
last year with the exception of changes 
in the musical departments; Miss 
Mabel Fawcett, who recently gradua­
ted with honor at the Boston Conser­
vatory of Music, and Miss Lillie 
Black, a recent graduate of Mount 
Allison—both clever and accomplish­
ed musicians—are Professor Cranz’s 
assistants. The art department will 
be under the charge of Miss Bessie 
Yorke, who has the reputation of pos­
sessing natural gifts of a high order, 
supplemented by cultivation abroad. 
The Academy has been repainted and 
refitted inside during the vacation.”

The Rev. L. N. Beaudry, of Mon­
treal, has received a copy of the Span­
ish edition just published at the Me­
thodist Book-room, Mexico, of hie 
“ Spiritual Struggles of a Roman Ca­
tholic.” The translator, Samuel P. 
Craver, who has had “ special satis­
faction in translating it into the beau­
tiful Castilian idiom,” remarks in a 
prefatory note : 1 ‘If others receive, in 
the reading of this precious volume, 
as much benefit as I hare Motived is

translating it, I shall feel highly com­
pensated for my labors, and I will 
render unto God continual thanks­
giving and praise. ” Mr.1 Beaudry 
writes to the Guardian that, with the 
blessing of heaven upon his efforts, he 
will soon be able to publish the long- 
promised “ Sequel” of “ Spiritual 
Struggles,” to be entitled, “ Work of 
Faith and Labor of Love : a Chron­
icle of Christian Experience, and of 
Evangelization among Roman Catho" 
lies."

We readily insert the following of­
ficial notice. An invitation from the 
“ Yarmouth brethren” means a warm 
welcome :

The Executive Committee of the 
Sunday-school Convention of the 
Maritime Provinces have pleasure in 
announcing that arrangements are be­
ing made to hold the 14th Annual 
Meeting in Yarmouth, on Sept. 25th, 
and following days :—the Yarmouth 
brethren having extended to us a cor­
dial invitation. The nature and scope 
of our future efforts will «depend in a 
great measure upon the action of this 
convention. The Committee there­
fore urge the attendance of their fellow- 
workers, from all parts of the Mari­
time Provinces. In addition to pas­
tors and superintendents (who are ex 
officio members) the convention con­
sists of at least one delegate from each 
Sunday-school throughout the Mari­
time Provinces. Arrangements will 
be made for reducing fares on main 
routes of travel to delegates attending 
the convention. Sunday-school work­
ers who purpose to be present at the 
convention, will please notify the 
Secretary, Mr. James Forrest, at Hali­
fax, not later than Sept. 10th, in order 
that arrangements may be made tor 
their entertainment at Yarmouth.

that all party influence and the various 
means used at elections to influence 
men apd gain votes, or to weaken the 
opponent, are a necessity and not 
wrong, even then it is advisable and 
expedient that those who lead in the 
church’s work should refrain from 
active political work at the polls. 
It is certainly not an incentive to that 
unity of spirit and purpose which 
should characterize successful workers 
for Christ, to meet one’s class leader, 
or the lay member of Conference, or 
the local preacher, at the polling place 
actively engaged in eliciting votes 
for the candidate to whom one is con­
scientiously opposed ; nor is one’s 
esteem for him or confidence in him 
increased or intensified should he be 
found engaged, in company with the 
average ward politician, in the cause of 
the candidate who has your consci­
entious vote and support. In a 
word, the cause of our Lord and 
Master is no gainer by the active 
presence at the poll, except in the 
exercise of the personal franchise, of 
those who lead in the church’s ranks. 
We must take heed that we cause 
not our weaker brethren to offend. 
These remarks will apply to all our 
Christian denominations, all of whom 
happily are agreed as to the place of 
the clergy in political life : but the 
peculiar and close relation that official 
laymen bear to our Methodist Church 
leads us to sound a note of warning 
which in our own experience is not 
altogether uncalled for, A word to 
the wise is sufficient.

Methodist.
Halifax, Aug. 25th, 1884.

asketh receiveth, and he that ,e„k.,u
SÏ’ and to,h.‘m that knocketh U
shall be opened. What dee, tutt 
Scripture mark out as the essLr 
breadth of faith t “ He that tla! 
to God must believe that H» m,th

On Thursday evening, Sept. 4th, 
the Rev. Dr. Lathern will lecture at 
the Charles street church on “ A 
man’s a man for a’ that.” The lecture 
has not, we believe, been previously 
given in Halifax. It will be in aid of 
the building fund of the church.—
A letter on church finance, on our 
sixth page, comes from a prominent 
layman and merits consideration. —
The quietness of our city streets on 
Wednesday of last week, when an 
election contest was in progress, shad­
ows forth the change which will take 
place when our groggeries shall be clos­
ed not for one day alone but for ever. 
And that day will come, in spite of 
men and devils.

It seems probable that the gather­
ing of the Evangelical Alliance at 
Copenhagen will be a very large and 
interesting one. The large number of 
members announced will no doubt be 
considerably augmented before the 
opening day. It is gratifying to learn 
that the King and Queen of Denmark 
have promised to be present upon 
several occasions. The inaugural 
meeting will take place to morrow 
(Saturday) evening in the Hall of the 
University, where the foreign de­
legates are to be officially received in 
the presence of the King and Court.

For the Wksletait

AN ELECTION HINT.
Now that the heat of a political 

contest has subsided and the electors 
are settling down quietly, satisfied 
or dissatisfied as the case may be, it 
may not be inopportune to point out 
a danger into which we as Methodists 
are liable to fall. It is well for us to 
recognize and accept the franchise as 
one of the grand and reponsible gifts 
of our manhood and citizenship, and 
happy is he who clearly understands 
and*apprehends his duty to his country, 
and acts a conscientious and wise 
part in the election of its officials and 
in the administration of its affairs. 
On the other hand, unhappily, politi­
cal contests are scenes of very much 
that is at direct variance with a true 
Christian life ; and while we may not 
and would not engage in the bribery 
and other corrupt practices which 
sometimes characterize such contests, 
there is still very much that is not 
pure with which wo are liable to be 
brought jn close contact. Pressure 
is brought to bear, social and com­
mercial influence is used, and men 
are not permitted to act on their own 
convictions and judgment, and are 
coaxed and cajoled to an extent 
hardly realized at the time, acting as 
they do under more or leas of ex- 
citiment, There is a danger therefore 
that we come in direct contact with 
these evil influences, and there are 
positions which ouold be pointed out 
which may not be sinful but which 
compromise us with the world and 
prejudice our church relationship.

Unhappily, such is the result when 
a local preacher, class leader, steward 
or other prominent lay worker throws 
himself, or allows himself to be led, 
into a political contest ; and either 
as a committee man, or in his more 
private capacity, identities himself 
publicly with the working politicians 
of either party. There will always be 
those in hie own “sacred conetitu 
ency” who, differing* from him in 
political opinions, will be affected 
and offended, and thus hie influence 
is weakened and hie usefulness im­
paired. Bren if it could be claimed

EFFICACY OF PRAYER.

Our readers will be glad to have an 
extract from a sermon by the Rev. R 
Brecken, a. m., on a subject which 
has recently been discussed in one of 
our city papers :

There have been doubters in every 
age down to the modern deists who 
tell us that prayer is only subjective 
in its results. It has power to move 
us, but no power “ to move the arm 
that moves the world.” Nothing is so 
dangerous as a half-truth. The exer­
cise of prayer has undoubtedly a ben­
eficial subjective effort. The spirit of 
prayer tends to humblemindedness 
and submissiveness, and harmonizes 
with the Divine will. To compass 
the purpose of prayer within such con­
fined limits is a manifest perversion 
of the meaning of terms and of the 
common understanding of the world.

What do you intend by a petition 
to Parliament ? Does the prayer of 
the petitioners humbly shewing a 
request accomplish its purpose when 
it makes them more loyal and har­
monizes their spirit with the enact­
ments and administration of the 
Government, and will they rest there 
without moving the Government to 
action ? What does the world east 
and west, north and south, Pagan, 
Mohammedan or Christian, under­
stand by the term prayer kindred to 
all languages. Ask the muezzin, who 
from the top of his mosque within 
sight of the ruins of the temple of 
Jerusalem summons the faithful to 
prayer, what he means by the call I 
Is he calling upon the Palestiflean 
Arabs to work up their feelings like 
dervishes of the desert or to call upon 
Allah for help ?

Now this term, understood by all 
races in all religions and in all lan­
guages throughout all ages to mean 
earnestly requesting a desired object, 
is imported into the Bible without 
any modification or qualification what­
ever. The Bibie is full of it. Holy 
men moved by the Holy Ghost write 
its history. Is it possible that they 
were trifling with plain words or trif­
ling with the confidence of humanity ? 
Would they keep in the background 
the disheartening fact that God nev­
er interferes with the affairs of men, 
but allows events to shape their own 
inevitable course if such were the 
truth ? Impossible ! Inconceivable !

The history of prayer shows that it 
has accomplished vastly more than to 
change the relation of the mind of the 
suppliant to the Almighty. Jacob 
prays, and the mind of his brother 
Esau is changed by an influence out­
side them both while Jacob halts upon 
his thigh at day dawn—“a prince hav­
ing power with God and with men and 
having prevailed. ” Moses prays, and 
the natural course of events is repeat­
edly interfered with as if God had 
visibly bowed the heavens and come 
down to his help. Elijah prays and 
events suddenly shape themselves in 
an extraordinary fashion. So we 
might go through the Old Testament 
narratives, and no words can be more 
fitting than those in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews : “ The time would fail me
to tell of Gideon and of Barak and of 
Samson and of Jephthae, of David 
also and of Samuel and of the proph­
ets,” who by prayer “wrought right­
eousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the 
jriolence of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the 
aliéna, and women received their dead 
to life again.”

Why did Qhrist set us the example 
of praying before all his great under­
takings and trials ? Why did he pray 
for special objects if events would 
have transpired as they did whether 
or no ? What is Christ’s illustration 
of prayer 1 An importunate widow 
wrapping her shawl about her poverty 
and seeking the office of a judge for 
redress. A man at midnight knock­
ing at his neighbor's door for bread. 
What is His definition of prayer ? 1 
“ Ask and ye shall receive, seek and 
ye shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you ; for every one that

that He is the rewarder of thus* S 
diligently seek him.” A Driving nat 
must have faith not only m tile '
tence and power of God but al,0 in 
H.s readiness to make all thing, wo k 
together for lus good, and that if ll 
calls upon Him in the day of trouble 
he will deliver him. 16

There is much careless and sun. 
erficial talk about the fixity of law and 
the omnipotence of law. This w °

, talking about prayer as restrained by
law is nut some new discovery. It [ 
as old as heathenism and the fatalism 

| of Pantheism. It is simply pagla 
philosophy vamped up a little with 
Christian ideas. Its argument is baa­
ed entirely on an a priori assumption 
which is nothing short of a presump­
tion. It begs the whole question at i». 
sue. It flatly contradicts the doctrineo'f 
Scripture and the Church’s history 
and the experience of believers by tell­
ing you that direct answers to prayer 
are.an impossibility. Why? you ask in 
astonishment. Oh because in the 
nature of things it is impossible. Law 
is inexorable. Events must take 
their course ; the stream of tendency 
is sweeping on ; heredity and the 
laws of mind determine character and 
history ; physical laws cannot consis­
tently be set aside by the Almighty. I 
call that an impertinence if God be 
not only imminent but transcendent.

What is this reigning Law which is 
made such a bugbear as against the 
prevalence of prayer ? Only a con­
venient name for a marked feature of 
nature. Law is only the orderly 
mode of sequence of events. It tells 
us that events usually follow in a cer­
tain order. So far as observation 
takes us, if one event transpires an­
other will follow. There is no confu­
sion or chance about the universe. 
That for which Law is only a name is 
not explained by it. Newton discov­
ered gravity and the laws of gravita­
tion. That is he discovered the exis­
tence of some subtle power and the 
fact that it islaw abiding and orderly in 
its operation or governed by law. You 
can rely upon what gravity will do 
under ordinary circumstances. But 
Newton did not discover what gravity 
was. There is no one yet born who 
can tell what is that wonderful power 
which moulds a tear and guides a 
planet in its course. The whole think­
ing world however is drawing nearer 
by every step in the progress of 
science to the conviction that all the 
power in existence is traceable direct­
ly to will power, and therefore to the 
supreme will of the Almighty. If that 
be true the laws of Nature can be 
interfered with at will.

But some one says that gravitation 
cannot be modified or interfered with, 
its action must be inexorable. You 
really know better. Even vital force 
such as a tree possesses can interfere 
with its action or set it aside. A tree 
grows and removes a huge boulder in 
defiance of gravity. A tree grow» 
and makes the sap flow up in defiance 
of the law of gravity that it shall flow 
down. Man comes upon the stage of 
action and with his will and skill in­
terferes with, and modifies the action 
of every known mechanical and physi­
cal law. Boys play cricket, and the 
way in which they manipulate the ball 
is simply playing with the usual oper­
ation of gravity. Spirit, thought, will 
is superior to light heat, electricity, or 
gravity. If man within a limited 
measure can interfere with or modify 
the laws of nature, God, who is un­
limited and absolute, can interfere 
with them to an unlimited and abso­
lute degree. It it does not interrupt 
the usual harmony and order of 
nature for man to interfere with it 
locally, neither can it interrupt God’s 
usual harmony and method, that he 
should vary the method or set it aside 
occasionally in answer to prayer.

The existence of what is called Law 
proves simply thought. It proves the 
presence of an orderly,thinking mind, 
superintending all things and stamp­
ing his wise and orderly thought on 
all events. Wherever there is thought 
there is a thinker. Wherever there is 
government there is a governor. All 
things are traceable back to mind. Be­
hind and above all the seen is the un­
seen. The unseen world moves the 
visible as the soul the body. Behind, 
above, and through all things must 
be God*.

Now if God is able to alter the usu­
al course of events harmoniously, the 
only question can be : Will He / That 
is being irreverent enough to ask can 
God be a tyrant instead of a father. 
Does he dispose of men and things 
with ttie uudeviating rule of despot­
ism and with the pliability of a father? 
If God be love he will certainly inter­
fere with the course of events when­
ever it is wisest and best so to do. In 
temporal matters God reserves to 
Himself the right of judgment as to 
how far he will or will not interfere ; 
but he will withhold no good thing 
from those that walk uprightly- 
What ever God appoints is a part of 
Nature, and prayer and its answers 
are as much a part of the economy of 
Nature as electricity or gravitation. 
You can rely on the laws of prayer, 
as much as on the laws of gravitation.

The total receipts of the Church 
Missionary Society the past year were 
$1,150,000. During the year twenty- 
four candidates for missionary service 
were accepted. An element of pro­
gress is the growth of the native 
ministry. The number now laboring 
in connection with the society or the 
native churches is 247, against a staff 
of 234 European ordained mission- 
arias.
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