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(Copyrighted, 1907, by E C. Parcells.)
~-Jabez Strong, I'm noct going to
stanc this thing. another day!”

+Sheo, ma, how you talk!”

“Ani you've got to help me.”

'The ~ows had been milked, the hogs
fed, ard Jabez Strong, farmer, had
thken lis seat b:side his wife on the
verandz He didn't ask what it was
she woild not stand, for the matter
had Dbee: the subjsct of numerous con-
sversztiors before, He had alwaws as-
sumed a neutral position and argued
that thinys would come out all right
4f left alcme, but now he realized that
a crisis had arrived.

“if she lad a mother it . would bé
different,” continued the good wife, as
ghe fanned away the mosquitoes with
a folded mper, “but she hasn’'t one.
ghe's only yot a-father and he’s -the
biggest old-poke in six counties. Jes:
e 1ast thilg Melvina Williams -said
# ne on hx dyinrg bed was to be a

other to Tineline, and now I'm going
L to be or know the reasen why. I'm go-
‘g to call he over-tomorrow for a
#2'k, and I'm raing to have a talk with
Bebediah. It hin't right and you can't

-®

4

Zebediah

STEWART.

make it right.”

“Jt allus makes things wuss tu mix
in,” answ:red her husband after a
minute. \

“It=might if Emeline had a mother,
but she hain't get. I've let it go on and
on, thinking nrebbe 1 hadh’t better say
nothing, but I shan't lct it go another
day. I may want you to help me. if 1
do, vou've got to pitch rignt in.”

Atross the highway from Farmer
Strong's was the farmhouss of Farmer
Williains. The two families had been
neighoors for fifteen years. Farmer
Wiliams was a good man, but it was
also true that he was a ‘‘poke’”” That
is, he worked from morning till night,
and then after reacling his county pa-
per for half an hour he wound up the
clock and went tu bed. Whan his wife
had diec she left g Gaug Emeline,
eighteen years old. That was two
years hcfore the ypening of this story.
Justrabout that time Zezediah Hen-
derson had heen taken on as a hires
man, Zeb was twenty-three years old
and well thought of, but he was slow
and conservative by nature. Some hir-
ed men would have fallen in love with

'Emelinc- inside of a week, for she was
| a bright, attractive country maiden,
l byt Zeb waited three months. It came
: to he a case of love on both sides, and
! three months later he propdsed and was
accepted. It stopped short at that, so
!far as Zeh was concerned. He meant
| to marry some day, but that day was
gindeﬁnite. Farmer Williams came to
i know of the engagement, but he had
| no opinion to express. He went on
| with ois plowing and eating boiled din-
ners and left matters to fate.

It was this stite of affairs that had
provoked the indignation of Mrs.
Strong. She didn’t think it right on
the part of Zebediah to keer Emeline
‘“‘on the hooks,” as - she -exprecsed it.
While all other young men were driven
away by knowledge of the éngagement
Zebediah continued to “poke around”
as if he had fifty years to get-married
in. On one or two occasions, when ke
had come over to borrow a hoe or to
sit on the veranda and discuss crops
with her husband, she haid spoken her
mind pretty plainly. She had hinted
that she knew of farmers’ sons who
were looking about fpr wives, and that
there were more windmill. and wire-
fence men coming along than-she could
shake(a stick at, but Zebediah was
unmoved. She had made Emeline own
up to the engagement, and she had ad-
vised her not to make a long engage-
ment of it, but when the girl had
blushingly ‘asked her what she could
do, Mrs. Sitong had no plan at hand
and didn’t know where she was to get
one.

Fortune -favors the conspirator as
well as the brave. Two or three days
after her talk with her husband on

e —
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the - veranda, Mrs. Strong's brother
came on a visit from Illinoiz, He was
a ‘ jovial, hustling young an. If he
hadn’'t had a sweetheart, back home,
he would have fallen in love with Eme-
line Williams. It was while he was
praisimg her that Mrs. Strong got her
plan. It was as simple as sliding down
a cellar door. She crowed and giggled
over it for half an hour, and was still
crowing and giggling when the girl
from across the road came over to
borrow a drawing of tea. Mrs. Strong
brought out the tea and then motion-
ed her pretty neighbor to take a chair
and began:

“Emeline Williams,
mother,”

“Ne?" ;

“Your mother .asked' me to be
mother to you after she was gone.”

“I ‘know it, and you’'ve been awful
good to me.”

“Emeline, it's a dreadful thing for a
girl to be in love and have no mother
and anold poke of a father. I can’t
stand it any longer. I've got to be your

you have no

a

|mother and advise with you.”

«But . father is kind and good, and
Zeb is—is—"

“Zeb is what? Been engaged for a

‘year .gnd a half and he Hain't; asked

you to set the day yet. He may -80
another year and a half. He may 80
five years, You can’t tell nothing about
such a critter. He'll keep poking along
till he's .bit by a rattlesnake or falls
off the roof-of a barn. I'm going to talk
to you jest as if you were my daughter.
Something’s got to be done.”

“I—T can't do anything,” stammered
the girl, as she turned her face away
to hide the color.

“But you can, and you're going to.
That's where you need . a mother.
That's where a mother’s plans come in.
If I had five daughters I'll bet I'd mar-
ry the last one of ’em off in two years.
Now, Emeline Williams, stop twiddling
your thumbs and blushing and hitch-
ing around-and listen to me.”

And inside of ten minutes she had
developed her plan and guaranteed its
successful working. There were ob-
jections, but she overruled them. There
were . protestations, but she silenced
them. Half an hour after the girl had
run back home with her tea, the plan
had been commupicated.to Bert, Mrs
Strong’s brother and entered upon the
heartiest manner. He had been intro-
duced to the Williams household and,
following out the plan, he crossed the
road and spent four hours talking to
Emeline on the veranda. Zebediah saw
them from the cornfield. During the
first hour he was easy In his mind.
During the second he wondered a bit.
Before the third was ended, he was
feeling the gnawing pange. He came
up to supper sullen and morose, and
now and then during the evening he
flung out something about ‘that squirt
from Illinois.”

Bert came the next day and the
gext. He alsb came in the evening. He
almost ignored Zeb, while he made
every effort to entertain Emeline. He
even aroused her father from his wont-
ed lethargy. Zeb wanted to do some
kicking, but fear of the law restrainedsy
him. He wanted to talk to the girl and
tell her what was what, but a pride
forbade. He was mad and jealous, but
there seemed nothing for him to do. He
lay in his bed one night thinking things

| not a minute old, when Mrs.

‘ dering why girls made fools of them-

selves, when Farmer Strong roused
him up and told him he’'d better go to

the barn and see if the horses were all
right. Farmer Strong thought he had
seen some one prowling around. A trip
to the barn ehowed that the gray horse
and top buggy were missing. When
the Williams household was alarmed
the discovery was made that Miss
Emeline was not in her room. Her
wardrobe had been overhauled and she
had evidently fled. The discovery was
Strong
came over to report that her brother

| was missing.

1o

“By gum, but it’s an elopement
exclaimed Zebediah as he made for the
barn. “It's an elopement, and T'll kill
that squirt from Illinois if I have to
follow him to Africa!” ¥

There was another horse in the barn
and waiting only iong enough to slip
on a_bridle, Zeb mounted and was off
for the nearest village. As he went
clattering through the midnight dark-
ness he saw red. In his heart he was a
murderer ten times over. He did not
have to go to the village, Three miles
from home he met/ a boy driving the
old gray more homeward. He had been
paid a_ dollar by the ‘“‘squirt” to do so
after the young man had taken the
train. The boy was positive that there

was no one “with him. The old mare
was put to a gallop for home, and the
farm house was reached to find father
and daughter at the gate. Emeline had
explained that she had sat up late fix*
ing over a dress and had finally gone
up to the garret to hunt for some pleces
of cloth. Elope? She had never even
dreamed of it. In love with the young
man from the West? She couldnit say
she even liked him.

At this point Mrs. Strong came into
the discussion to say that her brother
was very erratic and sometimes did
strange things and that when he took
sudden resolves to go home he some-
times berrowed even a horse and bug-
gy without consulting the owner. She
hadn’t heard him say he was going
home, but he didn’t always let her into
his confidence. Zeb heard her out and
then élimbed into the buggy.

“Where are you going?”’
farmer.

“After Jim Smith, the justice.”

*“What tur?”

“There's geing to be a wedding here
in less’'n an hour.”

And there was, and though the groom
was grouchy for a while, he soon got
over it. and ;{:kncwledged that he was
glad of it, That is, he was glad he
had married five or six years sooner
than bs intended to, but if the “‘squirt”
ever returned to that neighborhood, let
him look out for a broken neck.

asked the

i
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Hspeoially for the Readers of This Paper!! !}

HE, WHO GOMES FIRST, WILL SUGGEED |

In order to introduce our latest fabrications
we shall send

A Very Charming Collection of 20 fllus-

trated Post—Cards

of different sorts, coloured by
hand, as international views,

“monuments, buildings, Easter-cards, etc., etc. to him who
sends us Zwo shillings, 5 d. by post-assignation or in stamps
(Money paid for registered amounts to 3 d.)

Besides that
we offer ¢

1000 GRATIS-PRIZES

toallthos who buy our
collection, sending us at
the same time a correct
eolution of our prize-qustion

BUSINESS CARDS.

Clifton House

ST. JOHN, N. B.

W. ALLAN BLACK.

Prap.

STILL IN BUSINESS.

We deliver dry, heawy Soft Wood
and kindling, cut in stove lengths, at
$1.00 per Load

McNAMARA BROS, Chesley St
"Phone 733.

CLOVER FARM DAIRY

Corner Queen & Carmarthen Sts.

ICE CREAM made from best

grade pure cream. Sure to please

- H.M. FLOYD
Telephone 1508

M. T. KANE,
Dealer in Gran-
ite Monuments.
Opposite Cedar
Hill Cemetery,
; West St. John.

House West 185.11.
Works West 177-21-

2 R &

Telephone [

Eyesg Tested Free!

Difficuit Repalring Solioited.
C. STEWART PATERSON
55 Brussels Street

THE BOSTON CARRIAGE CO.

5
In-

Old Factory of Price and Shaw,
diantown.
New and
Sleighs.
Repairs at moderate rates.
Experienced workmen.

second Carriages and

over. a}imgggsimpjtgg_th and won-~|{

C|B|E|Q|UIE

OIL[D|N|O|N

I

A[W|T|AJO] T-

NIEI|RILII]B

Everybody, who buys our colleg-
tion and sends us a correct solution
of the adjoining question the letters
of which must be duly placed, will
receive one of our charming presents
as follows;

A Very Fine Plano In Nut-wood,

9 Bioyoles, First Rate,

190 Watches in Gold and Sllver,

200 Clooks In Bronze, Flower Vases, Eto.
600 Bijouteries In Cold, Piotures, Eto., Eto.

Immediately after reception of the thousandth correct solution the

prize-distribution will take place.

The happy winner will

only have to pay the postage.

£Z The advertisement is to be cut out and the address distinctly,
g7 written, is to be sent to the Direotion of OSTARA-VERLAG,

s Friedenau’ 15, (Germanry.)

Carriages and Sleighs for repairs
called for and stored, and delivered free
of charge.

FOR SALE!
At 36 Spring Street : Second-hand
Brick, Window Frames and Sashes,
Door Frames and Doors, Joist, Stud=
ding, Boards, and Fire Wood. .Ap-
ply on premises, or 'Phone 1628’
A. E. HAMILTON,

Contractor:

ROSS & ROURKE,
60 EXMOUTH ST. :
Contractors and Cuilders.

Houses raised and moved and
repairing promptly dons.




