LOCAL LEGISLATURE.

The Speech of His Honor, the Lienten-
ant Governor,

——

Hon. Mr. Wetmore Moves an Amendment to
the Address.

P sage of the Addressin Reply to the Gov-
ernor’s Speech.

e

FrrpRRICTON, Feb. £5.—At {hree o’clock this after-
noon the legislature was opened in due form by Lieus.
Gov. Tilley. The speech was as follows :

Mr. President and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council :

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of "As-
sembly :

It affords me very sincere pleasure to again meet
you as Lieutenant Governor, and to convene you for
the discharge of your important legislative functions.

The interest which ordinarily attaches to the as-
sembling ef the legislature will, on the present oc-
caglon, be much enhanced by recalling the fact that
we are at this moment entering upon the second cen-
tury of our provincial legislative history. It is wor-
thy ol recollection that one hundred years ago in
January last, the first session of the first legislature
of New Brunswick'was convened.

When my predecessor prorogued you in April last,
the Dominjon was threatened with a serious insurrec-
tion among a portion of its population in the North-
western Territories, which unhappily resulted in the
loss of much valuable life and property before it was
entirely subdued. While sincerely deploring the oc-
cagion which called for the employment of the mili-
tary forces of Canada against-a section of our own
people, we have reason to be proud of the readiness
with which our young men from all parts of the Do-
minion responded to the call into active service
and the steadiness and bravery displayed by them
in action.

In consequence of the neighboring province of Que-
bec being visited by a severe epidemic of smallpox,
my government deemed it necessary to take prompt
measures against the spread of the disease to this pro-
vince. Acting in concert with the government of
Nova Scotia and the State board of health of the
State of Maine, medical officers, invested with such
powers as existing laws permitted, were placed on the
Quebec boundary to vacci pass and disin-
fect luggsge coming from infected districts to New
Brunswick. These precautionary steps were attended
with such success that in but few localities in the
})rovlnce did the disease appear, and in none of them

am ln;i‘py to say did it assume very serious propor-
tions. The experience acquired in being called upon
thus suddenly to cope: with a grave peril to the pub-
lic health,has suggested to my government the neces.
sity of revising the laws relating to that subject, and
a comprehensive measure has been ﬂrepued and will
be submitted to you, placing these laws upon a more
efficient basis A statement of the expenses in sup-
pressing the disease where it ac' ually broke out and
in preventing its spread over the province will be laid
before you and I shall ask you to make provigion for
their payment.

I am pleased to be able to congratuiate you upon
the character of the crops generally threughout the
grovlnoe, and the fair measure of prosperity enjoyed

y those who devote themselves with intelligence and
industry to agricultural pursuits. Should the farm-
ers of the province obtain access to the markets of
the neighboring states, as the result of the preposals
now under consideration by cougress in that country,
Wwe may anticipate, judging from the experience of
the past, that such an arrangement will be found
l;lutullly advantageous to the people ¢f both coun-

es.

During the recess very considerable efforts have
been made to stimulate public interest in the Colo-
nial and Indian Exhibition to be held this year in
London, and I think it will be found that these efforts
will prove successful in securing a display in the edu-
cational and agricultural departments commensurate
with the capabilities of the province. 8o excellent an
opportunity of placing the merits of New Brunswick,
as a home for emigrants, before the peeple of the
mother country may not occur again, and it would be
a matter of extreme regret if this means of attracting
Bettlers so likely to influence the better class of immi-
grants, and g0 much in keeping with the resources at
the disposal of the government, should fail through
a wn‘nt of public spirit or patrietic feeling in our own
people,

The appropriation which you so generously made
1ast session to provide additional accoramodation for
the insane of our suf)o ulation, enabled my govern-
ment to ob.ain a suitable site and corplete the erec-
tion of the requisite buildings within eagsy access of
the Provincial Institution, and these buildings have
been in occumon for some weeks past. The prin-
ciple of uti g the labor of the chronic insane,

-under proper conditions, has been to some extent
tried in other countr.es; and I am persuaded will be
attended with beneficlal results here, beneficial alike
to the g:bﬂc and this unfortunate dependent class.
It will be satisfactory to you to learn that the work
bas been brought toits present state of completion
substantially within the limits of your grant for the

purpose,

I congratulate you upsn the result of the appeal to
the imperial privy council upon the question of the
constitutionality ef the Dominion Liquor License
Act ; this decision has affirmed more broadly, than
the judgment of the Supreme Court of Canada has
done, the legislative jurisdiction of the province on
this eubject, and bas “declared the law to the full
extent coutended for by my government since the
origin of the controversy. A measure is in course of
Ppreparation dealing with the subject of the licensing
of the sale of spirituous liquors.

The atter:tionof the Government of Canada has
again been called to the unsettled claims for interest
due this province upon the principal money ef the
Eastern Extension claim, but as yet payment has not
been made. My government has also formulated
against the dominion a claim for lcsses occasioned the
province by the continued appropriation, by the Do-
minion Government, down to a recent date, of the
fishery rights belonging to New Brunswick in ihe
non-tidsl waters of the province. As the propriety of
this claim cannot, I thiok, ke quesvioned. I look for
its early settlement. The papers relating thereto
will be laid before you. :

In keeping with the policy my gevernment has uni-
formly declared,a bill to make the legis'ative council
elective will be again submitted for your considera-
tion, and there will a'so again be laid before yeua
measure dealing with the electoral franchise.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of As-
sembly: . 7

T have directed the accounts of the income and ex-
penditure for the past year, as well aga statement of
the receipts and payments of the current year, up to
the openivg of the present session, to be laid before
you.

Estimates of the probable income and ex penditure
for the current year, will also be submitted to you;
and I think you will find that the estimates of
expenditure have been prepared with a due regard
:(; €economy and the requirements of the public ger-

ce.

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Leguislative Council :

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of As.
sembly : :

Bills—To amend the law relating to highways; re-
Iating to the public health; to amend the practice
and procedure in the courts of equity; to provide for
the registration of births, deaths and marriages; to
amend the practice and simplify procedure in con-
veyancing, and other measures of importance wili be
brought before you.

I rely with confidence that these and other sub-

ect8 with which you will be called upon te deal, will
considered in a spirit of earnest and disinterested
devotion to the public welfare.

After the return to the house, the three new mem-
bers were introduced—Mr. Wilson by Hon. Mr. Blair
and Hon. Mr. Ritchie; Mr. Murray by Hon. Mr. Ryan;
and Mr. Pugsley by Hon Mr. McLellan and Hon.
Mr. Mitchell. They were sworn in by Chief Justice
Allen, and Hon. Mr. Gillespie introduced a bill relat-
ing to the parish court of the parish of Chatham,

which wasread a first time.
The speaker having read acopy of His Honor's

Speech,
MR. WILSON

moved the address in reply, which was geconded by
Mr. Murray. Mr. Wilson said he felt satisfied that he
voiced the sentiment of every member of the house
when he stated that no man coa!d have been selected
from the ranks of the pubiic of the Dominion who
would have been received more cordially by all
clagses and would have brought to the discharge of
the duties of the pesition greater ability, greater con-
stitutional impartiality, and would have dispensed

the hospi‘alities of the position of Lieut. Governor of
the province, more graciously than Sir Leonard
Tilley. In extending our welcome to 8ir Leonard,
we cannot forget Laily Tiley, who so ably
aesists her husband in all that appertains to his
high position, and who by her tact and ability, lady-
like bearing and affable manner, does 80 much to
make her distinguished entertainments guch a suc-
ceis. Hehoped that 8ir Leonard would enjoy his
rest, be restored to perfect health and Jive long to be
a comfort to his family. The interest of the present
occasion is enhanced by the recollection of the fact
that we are entering upon the gecond century of our
provinclal history. "It is a time wh.n we naturally
look back over the last hundred years and note what
progress has been made in our province in all that
appertains to material prosperity and the highest
order of civilizaiion, and consider whether or not
the institutions under which we live, which have
been 8 cured to us by the efforts of New Brunswick
statesmen, have suffered in the hands of those who
are now controlliog the destinfes of our province,
and contrast the position which we now occupy as
repressntatives of the peep.eas compared wiih that
which the representatives of the first Parliament of
New Brumswick eccupied. Then they could on'y
int to the lowly huts scatte ed along the
anks of the St. John and its tributarles,
a8 evidence of the settlement of the country We
now can point to the stately buildings and magrificernt

of fraffic and commerge, and to the comfortable
dwellings of our villages'and rural districts as evi-
dence of gettlement. The canoe and the ox-cart have
given place to splendid steamers and long lines of
railway, and the people of all parts of our province
are brought iato close commercial contact Then no
telegraphic communication enabled the members of
the first houge to communicate with their supporters,
apprising them of what was going on. Now the
words which fall from the lips of hon. membera are
flashed to the ears of their constituents. Then the
press was in its infancy—now we have newspapers
scattered broadcast over the land. Theu no eduea-
tlonal system worthy of the name existed in the pro-
vince. Now we can point with pride to a systom of
education which compares favorably with any in
America or the old world. Then our churches were
few. Now places of worship are to be found in near-
ly every part of the province. In the firs}
parliament there sat no responsible ministers.
Now we have them obedient to our will and perhaps

J at this very moment trembiing for fear the leader of
h - <

PP may some bold streks of
olicy that will iransfer them to the other side of the

ouse. Then and for some time afterwsrds, the
positions of trust were in the hands of home appolnt-
ed officials. Now the highest gift in the land is
within the reach of the young men of the province.
During the psst 100 years New Brunswick has pro-
duced some men of whom we may be justly proud.
Some cf cur lawye's by their great ability have taken
the foremost F‘xce at the bar. Eome of our orators
wou'd rank with the ablest in Awerica, and in this
connection he mentioned the name of the late Govgg-
nor Wilmot, This country has produced ministersof
the first water, and in speaking of scholars he referred
to the great success of Mr, Duff against all the stu-
dents of the British Empire in cennection with the
Gilchrist scholarship, this reference caliing forth loud
applause from the galleries as well as the house
After asking the question ‘‘what about our future?”
Mr. Wilson jokingly said he supposed his
honorable friend, vhe chief commissioner, would
be gtill building bridges 100 years from now.
He Suggested that the opposition shall fix the time
of their return to power at the end of the next par-
liamentary century and, joking aside, he felt that we
are the heirs of a 1ich past aud the parents of a rich
future. He hoped that when the representatives ag-
sembled to review the progress which New Brunswick
has made in the second century of her legislative his-
tory, that they will be representicg a people vastly
increased in numbers, epjoying all the privieges
which £ ee institutions can confer and all the advant-
ages of enlightened citizenship. Referring to the
second paragraph, heeaid that while all regretted the
ingurrection and deplored the results, it also wasa
source of gratification, of pride, to notice how tte
call for volunteers was responded to all over the Do-
minion. The milftia of the Dominion, in tion
with the rebellion, were 1> be admired for their con-
duct while on the march and in camp, and for their
bravery on the battle field. One thing the rebellion
taught the people of the United States and Great
Britain—that our people are able to look siter them-
selves. He dealt at length with the para-
graph in reference to smalipox and hoped that
the measure to be submitted in reference to the
public health would be of an. effective charaeter.
Dealing with the paragraph in reference to the char-
acter of the crops, Mr. Wiison spoke of the import-
ance of agricolture and was pleased with the speech
in its reference to this matter. He would like to
have seen something more definite in the fifth para-
graph, but had reason to believe that the government
were doing their bes! to make New Brunswick’s dig-
play at the colonial and Indian exhibition a most
creditable one, Hpg hoped that full information would
be gent to the exhibition in reference to the character
of the land throughout our province and regarded as
euicldal any policy not intended te promote immi-
grants sett/ing on her lard. He believed that the
house would appove of the paragraph speaking of the
increased accommodation for the ineane of cur pro-
vince. He was glad to see the reference to the settle-
ment of the jurisdiction in the liquor question.
He touched briefly upon the eighth paragraph and
spoke of the importanca of the measures
referred to in the ninth paragraph. He believed the
other paragraphs would recommend themselves to
the favorabie consideration of the house, and closed
by hoping the result of the legislation of the present
parliament would be the further development of the
resources of the province. .

MR. WETMORE

sald he would take the opportunity of sayiog a few
words. He exrressed pleasure at meeting the mem-
bers once more, and hoped that good nature wou!d
prevail throughout the discussions. He congratu-
lated the mover of the address in reply to the speech
from the throne upon his able address. The latter
had, indeed, made the most of a very mea re bill of
fare. The country had sustained a great loss in the
deaths of Hon. Dr. Vail and Hen. Rebert Bobinson'
and before dealing with the speech he felt it right to
refer to the esteem in which botn had been held.
He joined the government in their congratulations to

Sir Leonard, and spoke ol the able manmer in
which he previously performed the duties
of lieutenant governor. Reading such papers
ag the Toronto @ 8t. John @ilobe and
Telegraph, he was led to believe that the cou sty
was going to the dogs under Tory rule and he wag
glad to hear from the hon. gentieman movin g the
address in reply that such was not the cage, ana that
indeed there were evidences of prosperity on every
hsnd. He thought it would be a fearful thing fer
province if the present local government should
continue to rule the country for the next 100 years,
or for any considerable portion of the time. The
government were guilty of insincerity and corrup-
tion.
' Hon, Mr. Ritchie—Worse ! the small-pox rhaps ?
Mr. Wetmore would sooner be marke«fe by the
small-pox than be disfigured as the country ig by the
present local government. He agreed with his hon.
colleague in reference to the second paragraph,
While all deplored the loss of life in the rebellion he
believed that the result ef the insurrection would be
good. We have gone through the baptism of fire,
and the country no doubt would feel the ad-
vantage of it. The call to arms had done much to
unite oar people, and he hoped that &8 good some-
times comes out of evil, the rebellion would have its
good a8 well as its bad phage. He aid not feel that
the third pa sgraph called for lengthy remarks at
the present time When the matter of expense in
connection with the smallpox cares came before the
house he might have occasion to again speak on the
matter. As to the additional accommodation for ths
insare the questions as to where and why the site
was obtaiced might be matters for discassion.
Taking up the eighth paragraph, he sald he had no
objection to the first sentence. As to the next, he
would ask why the government had ot mada the
claim before now. It may be a meriterious claim,
bat he thought it was not. The claim was not fair
and just. - The government should be tsught that
the Dominion treasary was not a grab-bag into
which the local government cou'd pus their hands
whenever they wanted. Thisgovernment had waited
until the supreme court had decided in the
cage of Judge Steadman, Mr. Phair and others
Why did they not proceed earlier? He was open to
conviction in the matter, but at present he thought
the pressing of the claim was suspicious. He claimed
that the government had violated every promise made
while in oppositien. He would like to know in re-
ference to the 9th paragraph, when the government
came to the conclusion that they had an uniformally
declared policy. Did they not promise to abolish the
legislative council, and was not their pretended at-
tempt to make that body elective not ocly a pretence
but a sham? Tae government had declared that the
ceuncil ghould not exceed 16, yet in 1885, when there
were in it that number, the government gent there
three members. Thelr cry, too, was that vacancles in
the council should be promptly filled up; still we find
that the seats vacated by the death of two honorable
gentlemen are not yet filed. Touse the words of
the honorable attorney general when in opposition,
he would ask are the government keeping these seats
dangling before the eyes of certain members of this
house, the hon. member for Carleton or the hon.
member for Kings, for instance? Where was the
government measure to reduce 1the number of the
executive ? The present golicitor general, when in
opposition, had condemned as useless the position he
now holds.

Hon. Mr. Ritchie—Never.

Mr. Wetmore—I can prove it.

Hon. Mr, Ritchie—You might have read the state-
ment in some newspaper.

Mr. Wetmore continued, declariog that the govern-
ment had not redeemed their pledges for a more eco-
nomical conduci of educational matters, neither had
they made an effort to reduce the departmental ex-
penses, a8 a look into the crown lsnd office, the pr.-
vincial secretary’s office, or any of the other offices
will prove. Besides how had tha government carried
out their promite tbat their po icy was to be conduc:-
ed independent of Dominion politics? He had no
hesitation in saying that the patronage of the local
government had been used against the Dominion gov-
ernment in the Temple-Gregary election.

Hon. Mr. Blair—Prove it

Mr Wetmore—The bridge across the Nashwaak and
the wonderful activity cn the country roads about
that time prove it. Did not Mr.Biair himself agk the
electors of this couaty in a public speech delivered on
the 25th of January, 1884, to vote confidencein the
local government by ' electing a Liberal candidate to
the Dominion parliament? He read a report of the
hon. gentleman's speech in support of this. The gov-
ernment are undcrmining the Liberal Conservatives
of the province. What did they do at the meeting
called in Sunbury in their own interest ?

Mr. Glasier—They adjourned the meeting,

, Mr. Wetmore—They turned it into a Liberal meet-
ing. If this be the policy of the local government
the opposition would be forced to adept the same
tactics. He also charged that members ef the govern-
ment and their supporters had used the patronage of
their offices in connection with the recent Dominion
election in 8t John In conclusion he moved as an
amendment to the address that the foliowing be add.
€d to the first paragraph:

““But the action of your honor’s advisers in allow-
ing the patronage and inflaence of the government to
be used at the la‘e elections for the Dominion parlia-
ment hostile te the Dominien government, does not
meet with the approval of this house.”

HON. MR. BLAIR

sald he believed the disposition of the members of
the house had been to treat esch other courteously
He saw no reaton why any should sct differently this
session. He felt satisfled that the houss had been

mangions of our cities and towns, rife with the hum™|

pleaged with the address in reply to the speech, an
a
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honorable member who had moved 1hs address in
reply. He believed that the feeling was general
that the house had made a gain in the election of hia
honorable colleague He cou!d concur in the- refer-
ence to the ability of the late ex-Lieut. Gov. Wilmot.
The leader of the opposition ssemed surprised to
find \hat expretsion had been given to the fact that
the province had made falrly good progress durin,
the past 100 years He (Hon. Mr Blalf) did no
think the statement of the hon. gentleman who had
moved the address warranted the reply of the Jeader
of the opposition. It bad not beea claimed that the
progiess spoken of was dae to the policy of this gov-
ernment or that. He did not propose to
discuss the matter from any such standpoint.
At the same time, he would not be sfraid to discuss
the question in a proper place, even from that view.
He did, however, object to being entrapped by the
leader of the eppoeition into consideriog the matter
from the latter’s standpoint in thig house. In speak-
ing of the prosperity of the country, it was not in-
tended to r¢flect upon one government or to com-
mend another. The hon. gentleman who had moved
the address bad only drawn a comparison between
the times of our forefathers and the present, and he
did not think anything had been said to warrant the
construction put upon it by the leader of the opposi-
tion. Inreference to the claim regarding the fisherics,
he wag ready now, or would be at any time, to explain
the nature of that claim. It wasa well founded
claim, and should be recegnized by the Dominion
government. When the leader of the obposition
accuses the government of delay in this matter, hs is
also condemning the party he isso auxious to see
back to power in this country.

Mr. Wetmore—You did not dream of the fishery
claim until after the supreme court’s decision ?

Hon. Mr. Blair—We had no occasion to dream
about it; we had the facts. We do not rest our claim

to the rights of the province in this matter. We rest
our case on broader grounds. We say that since 1868
the Dominion government has appropriated the fish-
ery rights belonging to New Brunswick., We say
that in doing so they have been infringing on: our
rights. 1f a man takes a preperty belonging to
another, even though he believes he has a right to
do sy, and it is proved that he has no right, the
injured party is entitled to damages. 8o it is with
the claim of our government upon the Bomirion Goy-
vernment on this fishery qaestion, He felt satisfied
that if the Dominion Government be nef encouraged

ment, the claimg of the province will be recognizsd
and the claim paid. He would not say that it would
be paid in year orin two, but the government of this
province had reason to expect proper consideration
from the Federal Government in the matter Durin g

authoritles have Jeased these fisheries and in some
instances the receipts derived therefrom have been
large Taking up the charge of the leader of the Op-
position that the government had violated its pledges,
Hon. Mr. Blair sald it was the old, old story over
again. He would net weary the house in going over
all the ground again. He answered this charge
in and out of the house, time and again. It was pot
long ago that a vacancy had occurred in York county.
The leader of the oppostion had selec‘ed a candidate
to run in opposition to the government. It was gen-
erally acknowledged that no better man could be
found in the ranks of his party than the one selected.
Ia addition to his abi ity he p.ssessed personal popu-
Iarity; besides ha had the assistance oi the oratory of
the Jeader of the opposition. The latter re-
peated his charges all over the- country
that the government had viclated their pledges.

The 1esult of that election he (Hon. Mr, Biair) | cond

expregsed by at least one member of the government
when an election was takiog place in St. John recent-
ly. Surely the government did not take any credit
in reference to the condition of the crops? He re-
membered 3 visit to his county not long ago of mem-
bers of the government wh:n famine had followed
and preceded them. The visit of the surveyor gen-
eral to his county instead of producing peace and
harmony brought discord and di:satisfaction and he
hoped tl{nt members of the government would never
be sent in that direction again. As to the question
of abolishing the legislative council he would like to
know it thoe - attorney general imagined that peop e
were fools. Though that gentleman might tilk of
former promises as dead issues, the ghot ts ot former
days must be haunting him. Were the statements of
the attorney general made in oppoeition intended to
deceive the public? He rad said hewould apply the
pruning kaife in every direction, denouuciag the old
government as rotten and corrupt. He the (attorney
general) occupied his position by polirical fraud and
when the means he employed are considered he must
be regarded as a great and bold man. Just imagine
the excuse that the present head of the government
cannot carrv out his promises, because he has in his
government Mr. McLellan, Mr. Tarner and othen:s
who were not with him in opposition. - Is it not piti-
ful to hear a leader gay he has not influence enough
to have his policy carried out? Wby then does he

not get out, or turn the others out of the govern-
ment? Last year for the first time in his political
experierce he witnessed the spectacle of three mem-
bers being removed from the floorsof the house to
the upper chamber in the interest of the government,
Mr. Blair had promised that the legislative council
should be abolished. Now, the last he promises is to
give the people a chance f making the council elec-
tive. Where is the saving to the country to come in?
In Moncton in 1881 he S:he attorney general) told the
on the fact that the late government was indifferent people if he got power

I in the management of the affalrs of the government,
Whera now is the promised reduction in the number
of the executive? Was Mr. Blair's declaration of
1881 an henest one? Mr. Elair had referred to the
election in York as an evidence that the people are
satisfied with the way he has carried out his premises.
When the influence of the Fredericton bridge is con-
sidered, and when it is remembered that other bridges
were bullt here and there in York, that election does
not appear such a victory for the government. But
it York still forgives "Mr. Blair he must not
consider that York is the
by the Oppezition in this heuse to delay the gettle- [ It had been gald the old

e would effect a great saving

whole province.

government

had neglected provincial richts and that the present
administration wece watchfal. He (Adams) thought
that there was nothing in the fSshery claim aud- the
Dominfon government might weil say they had pro-
tected the rivers which are now included in the
a large portion of the years since 1868 the Dominion | claim, If the terms of the union are not just, let us
make up a cite and see what can ba done, but he
thought the time had arrived when the government
should no longer beg. If the affairs of this country
were honestly and prudently conducted, we ought t>
be able to get aloug without begging. Savingsmight
be effected by cutting down ths number of the
executive, redusing the staff of the departmental
officers and, if neceesary, reducing the allowance of
members of the house or lesseni.g the number of
members. The government b

viduals. Although the tax there is light the lumber
trade is depressed. He denied that the rate of stump-
age charged by the government of this province
created the present depression. He would be glad if
a reduetion in the stumpage could be made, but the
fact was that all the revenue was needed to Carry on
the affairs of the country. If his hon. friend is
sceaking for the opposition he would ask how, if
they were in power, they would after reduciag the
stumpago provide for the suvport of the schools and
other expenses ? Would they resort to direct taxa-
tion and go to every mau’s door for money to carry on
the school gervice and to bu'ld bridges ? The house
is asked to condemn the system of ten years leages.
The government feel that the senss of the country is
with them on that question. The government Ta-
fuse to sell the best lands of the y. Not

Harch 3, 1886,

belicved that there was reason to congratulate the | lion. He had heard & different view of that rebellion Jands at all, having parted with them to private indi-

tors interested in the ir dustry have declare

the rate of stumpage. The government, havg i::f:;iel:f
ed the rate from 80 cents on logs to $1.25, and have
increase1 the tax on bark from 56 cents 10 $1.50 and in
some cages $2 Why should the amendment embaragg
any member from the north? &hould not the whole
question be investigated. The press and the people
callod for a reduction of the stumpage. The north
paid the greater portion of the stumpage and shoulq
be Beard in the matter In view of the attorney gen.
eral’s statzment that the government could do noth.
ing, how can the hon. gentleman for Gl ster hope
for a better condition of thiogs later ? ¥e appealed to
the honesty of the house for fair p'ay. Mr.Burchill had
referred to the requisition that he ( Adams) and three
other gentlemen ghould form a ticket against the
government. One of their planks was a protest

only was the house asked to condemn that
system but it was asked to condemn , sll
the regulations iIn  reference to crown ldnds.
Tne amendment should not be adoptel. The mover
has admitted thst it is a want of confidence motion.
If he (Mr. Park) had put forward a distinct motion
and if the opinion of the house was in favor of reduc-
ing the stumpsge, the government might see what
could be done in the matter and might act if it could
do go without affecting.its position as a government.
His colleague the honorable provinecial secretary had
been making a study of this lumber question for
some time pastand would no doubt lay the resu't of
his labors before the house at an early day. The
amendment of his hon, friend, Mr. Park, wad simply
a politigsl manouyre and was calculated to win the
:iupport of those really interested in the lumber ques-
on,
MR. WETMORE

sald it wag unfair to charge Mr. Park with want of
sincerity. It was the custom to bring important mat-
ters before the house in this way. What more suit-
able time than the present conld behad ? The ques-
tion had been discussed all over the province yet the
government make no mention of the matter in the
speech from the throne. Was it likely a motion on
the subject would receive more attentlon later than
itwillnow? If ihe stumpage duty is too high, why
not reduce it? If the 10 year licences are obnoxious
why continue them? ~ The attorney general
calls for preof in support of the resolution. This is
not a court of law where people are to be examined
under oath. He believed that policy would be con-
demned when the people got a chance.
Hon. Mr. Blair—You tried it onin York.
Mr. Wetmore—Yes, but it was hard to beat a gOV-
ernment, one of whose members stood at a polling
place with a handful of notes.

Hon, Mr. Blair—Who was the member ?

Mr. Wetmore—I uaderstood Mr. McAdam to fiay
you
Hon, Mr. Blair—We is not correct._
Mr Wetmore— Another member of the government
in that election was charged with personating a voter.

A voice—Who was he?
l{r. Wetmore—The honorable the surveyor gen-
e al

Hon. Mr Mitchell—I entirely den y it.

Mr. Wetmore—Both honorable gentlemen deny
the charges and I will have to accept their state-
ments, but it isa well known fact that there are oc-

ted about Yo

They built a toboggan bridge in his county whic

cost $22,000, three thousand of Yhat amount being
allowed the contractors for consenting to abandon
the draw which tuey had placed up in Wilson’s fiald.
The additional expenditure had been sgsented to by
his gliding triend, the president of the council, and,
speaking of the latter, he ventured the opinion that
only one such character was made in a century. He

d the gover t for establishing the prin-

thought should have satisfied hishon friend forgome
time and he had e:pected to have heard him enter-
tain the houge with gome other matter. His honor-
able f1iend should deal with other than dead matters.
He could sympathize with the leader of the oppo-
sitlon; he had some experience on that side of ths
house, but while he sy mpathized with his honorable
friend, he thought that gentleman as sn aspirant for
the leadership of a party should present some better
bill of fare. Itdid not lie in the mouth of his honor-
sble friend to gav that the government had gone back
on it pledges. The goverrment were not entirely

posed of gentl who had werked with him-
self while he was in opposition. His honorable friend,
the provincial secretary, the member ot the govern-
msnt frem Albert and the member of the government
from Charlette had not been with him in opposition.

endeavored to carry out all the pledges he had made
while he was in opposition. The gevernment had
dealt vigorously with all public questions. He had
never eald we could abolish the legislative couacil
The government had introduced a bill for abolishing
that vody, but could not get th: councii's concur-
1ence. The next step taken was to get a vote of the
people tsken on the question,but through the action

step taken by the government was to make the
council elective. With a regard to the feeling ot the
members of the council, the bill was started in that
branch, but the measure failed to carry. It was now
intended to introduce that measure in reference to
the council in this body. All the efforts of the gov-
ernment have been in the direction of doing away
with the legislative council. The leader of the of

position has declared no yolicy, and - has mot sa

where he would depart from the policy of the present
government, and has not told what his party would
do in reference to the educational question or the
pablic lands He has not said that he would be in
favor of putting up the lands on the old system. He
hag not told us what he would do in reference to the
rights of the province on the fisheries question. The
leader of the opposition asks to be sustained on the
%round that he isprepared to run politics on Dominion
lines. He (Hon. Mr. Blair) was not surprised at this.
He had heard whispers and read newspaper articles
of late suggesting such a course for the local opposi-
tion. It was no wonder then that his hon, friend
would not care to embarrass the Dominion govern-
ernment on the fisheries question. Who was it that
brought on the local election in 1882, within
twe days eof the Dominion contest? Was it
not the supporters of his hon,
thought they should be satisficd with the experi-
ment they then made in ths direction of running
local and Dominion elections on the same lines and
have no desire to bave the matter repeated. The
leader of the opposition had moved an amendment in
support of which he had given no proof. It was true
that the leader of the opposition had stated that the
patronage of the local government had been used
against the Dominion government. Consideriag that
the Temple-Gregory contest had been conducted in
December and January when no work is dore on the

activity on the roads during election. His hon.
friend was correct in saying that the local government
had been formed on a non-pa tizan basis. Each mem-
ber ¢f the government bas the right to distribute the 1
patronage in each county as he thinks proper, pro-
vided, of course, he does it properly. There is no
understanding that the patronage shall be
used for or against the Dominion gov-
ernment, we do not hear of any complaint
about the bon. gentleman from Albert using the pat-
ronage in favor of the Conservatives, neither is there
any complaint of asimilar nature from Gloucester,
where Mr. Burns is supported by the chief commis-
siener in Dominion positics, nor from Charlotte, rep-
resented in the govérnment by the surveyor general

The leader of the opposition was born a Tory, had
been bred a Tory and was prepared to sink the in-
terests of the country rather than embarrass—a Tory
Dominion government The arguments of his honor-
able friend were like a bubble and exploded with the
slightest breath. The present local government were
dealing out even handed Jjustica and it wag impossible
to construct a gevernment differently in the interest
of the country. According to the plan of the leader
of the oppesition a local government shou!d change,
no matter how good it was, whenever a Do-
minion government no matter how corrupt it
was crushed. His henorable friend had
given birth to a great many monstirogities, but the
present scheme would sugguest that he had taken
leave of his judgment for 1he time being at Jeast.
In conclusion, Hon. Mr, Blair asked, h.w does the
leader of the opposition propose to regulate the dis-
tribution of patronsge ? He (the attorney general)
took no part in the 8t John election, and he had no
reason to beiieve that members of the government
nojastly used the patronage. His honerable sriend
had failed to make out a case, while on the other
band it- had been shown that the government en-
deavored to treat both political parties as members of
the same family, and that they enjoyed the confidence
of the country.

MR. M'ADAM,

who had seconded the ame¢ndment, supported it la a
short speech,

HON. MR, ADAMS
moved the adjournment of the debate.
HON. MR BLAIR
moved that the discussion on the address in reply be

resumed at 12 o’clock tomorrow
At six o’cleck house adjourned till ten tomorrow.

FREDERICTON, Feb. 26.—The order of the day, the
consideration of the addressin reply and the amend-
ment to the first parsgraph thereof, having been
taken up,

MR, M'ADAM

said he was opposed to the government’s way of run-
ning the ship. It was certainly time for the house to
interfere when a member of the government had
been geen at a polling boeth spending money in favor
of a man opposed to the Dominion goveroment, He
claimed that the policy of the goevernment was a ruin-
ous one and that they did not enjoy the confidence of

the country.
MR. ADAMS

said that while he congratulated Mr. Wilson on the
ability he had shown, he was honest {enough ' to say
that he was sorry that Mr. Wilson instead of Mr.
Hazen had been e'ected. In electing the former
he thought York had forgctten her interest; at all
events York dd not represent the whole province,
and he felt that in nearly every county there was a
feeling against the present government. How cruel
the attorney general had been in stating that the
county had gained in ability by the election of Mr.
Wilson. Was that not a reflection on Mr. Thompson,
who had stood by the attorney general for seven long

been lasyoed from this house to the upper chamber ?

He (Adams) did not approve of the empty compli-

ment to the lieutenant governor, who while in puslic

life had been traduced by the friends of the govern-

ment as o}x\:e steeped in corruption. He heard with
i3 s 2

isfacti the reference to the rebel-

years and who had finally, to use the werds of Gough, | had no fault

sonal standpoint. In reference to our ten
system he pointed to Quebec where the contracts are
often mado perpetual. Nova Scotia had been refcrred
to, The government of that province has no crown

eiple of accepting drafts for moneyson account of work
performed and making the amount payable in tke
future. The attorney general must not imagine that
heis the ruler and owner of members of this house,
and he (Adams) was prepared to give all information
in reference to the *Toboggan bridge.” and this mat-
ter about the pecu'iar way of accepting draf's. He
thought the amendment should meet with the sup-
port of every honest man in the house, whether Con-
servative or Liberal. It was a fact that in the
Everett-McLeod electlon in 8t. John, both the pro-
vincial gecretary and the solicitor general used the in-
fluence of their offices in favor of McLeod The
amount of money being spent on Loch Lomrond road,
8t. John, in November last showed him the reason of
the provincial secretary’s popu arity.

Bon. Mr. McLellan—You would not give me much

80 far as he bimself was concerned he had honestly,| money tospend oa the roads.

Mr. Adsms—I would not again; I had enough of

you. The fact was that in the KEverett-McLoeod elec-
tion when an elector would not vote for McLeoi on
the latter's merits he was asked to give the vote on
McLellan’s account, Ritchie’s account, Stockton’s ac-
count or Quinton’s account. In truth it was put to
the doubting elector that a vote for McLeod meant a
vote at a later date for the provincial government.
of the councit that move also failed and the next | If
then all right, but as the local government is con-
structed at present he thought the amendment
should be carried.

politics were to ba run on Dominion psrty lines

The vote was then taken on the amendment, with

the follewing result:—

Yeas— Wetmore, Adams, McLeod, Colter, Park,
—8,

Huwmphrey, Peiley, McAdam. .
Le:li):ent.—Dr. Black, Morton, Hanington and Dr.

Nays—Hon. Mes.rs. Blair, Gillespie, McLellan,

Ryan, Mitchell, Ritchie, Turner, Messrs. Quinton,
Killam, Nadeau, Glasier, Hetherington, Leblanc,
Polmer, Wheten, Labillois, Wilson, Murray, Leigh-
tan, Ellis, Stockton, McManus, Hibbard, White,
Baird, Flewwelling, Burchill, Pugsley—28.

MR. PARK

said he was surprised that the government had mnot
thought it neces:ary to reply to his colleague, par-
ticularly as they had 8o much speaking ability en
their side of the house. The present government
had been given a trial by the people because of thelr
promises of reforms. When strongly taken to task
friend? He | for a non-fulfilment of their promises they had allow-
ec the statement of the opposition to go unanswered.

He had moved a resolution last year in reference to
the lumber interests, and was going to move one on
the same subject new. He was opp sed to the sys-
tem of leasing crown lands for ten years, and was
opposed to the rate of stumpage, which was now fixed
at $1.25. A great many members did not interest
themselves in his resolution last year, on the ground
that their counties were not concerned in the lumber
question He thourht that scarcely a fair way of

roads, his hon friend’s facuity of vision must have i%‘;lémgm? the quESEM

been very great to have enabled him to see great the . ten

It had been claimed
lumbermen were saticfied with
year system. It was not Ilarge

operators Jike Mr. snowball that suffered most by
this arrangement, but the workingmen. He asked
that the d.stress of the northern lumbermen be re-

feved. At present a man pays about $80 tax on

about $120 worth of bark. He thought no tax should
be placed on hemlock logs already cat down. Such
logs were a sourse of danger in connection with forest
fires and he thought the government should encour-
age those willing to remove these logs. He believed
the government themselves were doubtful about the
ten year Jeases, as he understood they had been ask-
ing certain operators to give up such leases or rather
inquiring if they would give them up. The question
of stumpage had come up at a meeting of the
Northumberland county council and a resolution was
passed asking the government to make a reduction.
At that meeting his co'league, Mr. Burchill, had
favored the idea of reducing the stumpage and said
the country was too much governed.

Mr. Burchill—I did not 8 'y tbat.
Mr. Park said he had so understood his hon. col-

league. It was as necessary to the people of the
north to have a reduction in the stumpage as it was
for York to have the Fredericton bridge. The gov-
ernment, in face of the dcmands of the north, have
made no mention of the matter in the speech, and in
order to test the feeling of the house he would
move the following, which 1ths government might
regard as a want of confideace motion if they
wished:—

Resolved, that the following words be added after

the words “h'story. " at the end ot the first paragraph
of the address: “But we beg to inform ygur honor
that the policy of your honor’s .advisers governiog

our crown lands and the regulatiors in connection
therewi:h has been detrimental to the best interests
of the lumber trade of this province.”

This wes seconded by Mr. Perley.
HON MR. BLAIR

said that before remarking to the chatacter of the
amendment, he wished to ask the members if the
hon. gent'eman who had moved it was pursuing a
ceurse cslculated to promote the object that he pre-
tended to Le anxious to attain. BHas the amendment
been moved with the desire to lessen the burdsps of
the lumbermen ? It the hon. gentleman desired to
have the stum.age redu ed would he commonce
directly with an attack upon the government? The
position of the mover ot the amendment was not so
much to get the feeling of the house as to embarrass
cectein of ths members It was a political mve,
rather than one honestly made in the
interest ot the lumbermen. Had the honor-
able gentleman been homest, would .he
not have chosen a different opportunity than the
present ? Would he not have put it on the table in
no way connected with the budget or the address?
The proposition now made was a formidable one, en-
tirely unsupported by proof. The only evidence put
forward by his hon. fciend was that contained in &
circular issued by Mr. 8nowball in reference to the
depression of the lumber trade. On that evidence
the general policy of the government in reference to
the crown Jands of the province is attacked, and yet
we were told that our policy was calculated te benefit
such large operators as Mr. 8nowball to the detri-
ment of the smaller operators. Would the oppo-
sition have us part with our public lands as the late
government h:d done? Under their management
their friends were given large tracts of valuable lands
for little or nothing. Do they blame us now for re-

funlz:g to se’l our public lands? They make no ex-

p in the » d t, but broadly attack the
general pelicy of the government. As to the regula-
tlons the house could not” condemn them 28 a whole
Let the mover of the amendment take up the rega-
lations and say which one needed amendment. He
unfortunately knew the lumber trade was depressed
not only in New Brunswick but all over the
world. It cannot be the regulations that
effect it in Quebec or in Nova Scotia. He
to find with Mr Snowball's

desire to have the stumpage reduced. That gentle-

man has not loeked at it from a provincial but a per-
years

i when their memories are very frail. The
policy of the government on the lumber question was
oue in faver of the large operators and against the
small operators He would support the amendment,
believing it to be in the best interest of the country.

MR. BAIRD

said he was a small lumber operator, and noticed by
the Jumber journals that the lumber trade was de-
pressed in Great Britaln, Nova Scotia, Quebec, and
other places. Surely, then, we cou'd not claim that
the rate of stumpage had caused the depression in
New Brunswick. The policy of the government on
the matter of ten yeur leases was quite wise. It
helped to foster the lumber interests of the province,
It the stumpage be reduced, where was the increasing
expendicure for schools to come from? and what
about the amounts for public works? Why had the
opposition shown no plan as to how they proposed
making up the revenue? He was surprised that
while the lumbermen in the house seemed perfectly
eatisfled with the government policy in this respect,
some lawyers were not as essily pleased. Another
thing that seemed curious to him was that in one
breath the opposition say the government’s policy
hurt such men as -Mr. Snowball, while in the next
they declare the same policy isin the interest of
heavy operators and opposed to the interests of the
smaller operators.

MR. M'ADAM

said he would support the ameudment. He was
opposed to ten year leases because they locked up the
country. He was opposed to $1.25 stumpage, but
would favor making the stumpage$l. ke would like
to know why the cost of collecting stumpage in the
past had been 8o high. i

Hon, Mr, Blair—ask the ex-survejor general.

MR. BURCHILL

said he had not expected to have occaslon to speak
on this question just now. He would not do 8o,
only he pelieved that thecourse ot two ot bis co:-
leagues on the other side of the house w.s with the
view of injuring himself He believed that they
wanted to put himeelt and a few other members
from the northern connties iu a false position on
this questi Ashish ble friend had stated, at
the Northumberland county coancil meeting he had

non-partisar manner. It would seem that certain

Micsamichi lawyers hasd formed themsslves into a
kind of Salvation Army on this question. They had

misrepresented the actionof the couaty council of
Northumberland. [With the pe.miesion of the
house, he read the resolutions adopted by that body,

which he claimed asked the government to takeinto
conslderation the question ot reductng the stump-

age.] He (Mr Burchill) had promised to do all in
his power to have the stampage reducsd, end wou'd
carry out his promise at the proper time and in the
proper maaoner. One reason why less lumber was
being shipped from New Bruuswick than formerly
was that Nova Scotia, which formerly shipped tittle,
was now a heavy exporter. He hoped and believed
that the government would be able to gee its way
clear to reduce the stumpsge, but would oppose the
smendment, belleving that it sought rather to em-
barrass the government than to atd them in making
the reduction. He heartily approved of the ten
years leages.

MR LABILLOIS

hoped that the government would by able to see its
way clear to make a reasonable reduction in the
stumpage. He would press the claims of his people
in an honorable way to attsin that end.

MR. M'MANUS

said the people of the north paid the larger portion
of the stumpage and he would like to see their bur-
dens lightened. The great trouble was as to where
the revenue was then to come from. He supposed
that there wou'd be a howl a'l over the country if
the school grant was reduced. As for himself, he did
not believe inthe counuty paying somuch for the
higher btanches of education. He was of the opinien
the ten years’ leases helped to preserve the forests.
He thought if possible there should be two. systems,
under one of which the stumpage might be reduced
and the Jeases made for one year if o desired by the
opserator.

MR. WHETEN

said that at present he did not feel called upon to
make a lengthy speech. He would, however, have to
vo:e sgainst the ingeniously worded amendment.

MR. HETHERINGTON

said he was in favor of ten years’ leases. To make
leases returnable every year mears to encourage the
destruction «f the forests by persons who cut down
the best lands. Under the ten years' lease men of
little means and good creditv are encouraged to pre-
serve the forests and hold best parts of forests for a
better market. They are encoucsged to make bet-
ter camps, better roads; the streawms are better cared
for and there 18 greater security for the supplies.
In ten years the wrees nearly reproduce themselves.
He oid net think the lumbermen were so badly
off as represented. The depres:ion was net nearly so
great as in 1878 and 1879 when spruce logs could be
boughtin at. John from $£50 to $550. It was the
fault of 1he operator himself that he: cannot make
good wages at the present rate of sturapage. Is would
be to his own interest as a lumber operator to see the
stumpage reduced and he might catch a few more
votes, but the reduction would mean more taxation
all round. He owned some land which had been
given toa frierd for little or nothing, which paid him
$3 above the stumpage This land was alongside of
the local governmens lands, the stumpage on which
is only a doliar and a quarter. He was epposed to
fostering higher edncation at the public expense, and
would also be pleased it the system of dealing wiih
agricultural societies be abolished. He wou d vote
against the amendment.

MR, HIBBARD

largely endorsed the views of Mr. McManus and said
he would vote against the amendment.

MR. PALMER

said it was strange that the opposition did not pre-
scribe a remedy for the alleged stumpage grievance

It wasalso st-ange to notice the apparent inte.est of
the opposition in lumbermen known te be friendly
to the government, and more strange still that the
friends of the government, who it is claimed are dis-
satisfied, should approach the house through the
opposition. He would vote sgaint the amendment,

MR. MURRAY

said he could not support what he regarded as a
“catch-ag-you-catch-can” question. The honorable
gentleman who had moved the amendment had
aroused the lumber dogs of the house, who were not
to be caught by his resoiution, It his hon friend had
been honest in his efforts on behalf of the lumbermen
he would certainly have pursued a different course.
Believing that the resolution was not honestly intend-
ed, he felt called upon to vote against it.

MR. ADAMS]

said that in justice to his colleague who had moved
the amendment he felt called upon te say a few words.
Honorable gent'emen opposite admit that the stump-
age is too high, they admit that the regulations are
not what they should be; yet because of their love and
loyalty to their party they feel called upon to vote
dowu the amendment. Their course was a matter he
could not understand. The countv council of North-
uaberland, made up ef Grits and Tories, had passed
a resolution asking the government to chauge the
timber regulations. Great lumber interests had de-
clared against the rate of stumpsge. They called up-
on the government to make a reduction.” Have the
government shown a dispositionto make a reduction ?
The ten years system has estanlished a monopoly, the
like of which was never before known. Mr. fnow-

inst the government on the stumpage questio;
and he was glad to say the requisition 5'5 b%iﬂg mﬁ
merously siyned all over Northumberland The old
government had carried on the services of the eoun.
try when the stumpage was only 80 cents. The pre-
sent administration ¢ uld do the tame if they woulq
manage the affairs of 1he province prudently
Ths fact that operators had accepted the 10 years
leages was no argument in favor of the system,
They would have been obliged to have accepied even
20 years leases had euch been forced upon them, hay.
ivg their means invested in the lumbering bustiness,

r. Adams had the floor at six o’clock.

Farther consideration of the address in reply to the
amendment thereto was made the order of the day
for 2 80 tomorrow.

House acjourned till 10 tomorrow.

FREDERICTON, Feb. 27 —The following bills were
read a second time: An act to authorize the city
councll of the city of Portland to limit the valuatie.{
for agsessment purposes of certain lands and Premigeg
in the said city, and an act respecting “the Uniyer.
aity of Mount Allison College.”

Mr. Stockton iftroduced s bill entitled an act to

authorizs the city council of the city of Portland, in
the city and county of 8t. John, to exempt from
taxation *‘the trustees ot the Oweus Art Gallery,»
with petition in favor of the same. The bill wag
read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Mitchell introduced a bill entitled an act
to amend chapter 20 ef consolidated statues, of the
board of works.

Hon, Mr. Ritchie gave notice that he wuulq move
“That rule 70 of this house be amended by suriking
out all the words after the word ‘taken’ in the siyty
line of tne printed rules,”

7 he speaker vacated the chair uatil 2 30,

The spesker resumed the chair at 2 30

Mr. Leighton presented the first report of the ¢on-
tingent committee.

Answering Mr. McAdam as to why printed journalg
of proceedings ¢f house were not in, the hands of
members the following day, and why the reportg of
:nst year’s official reporter were not yet ready in beok

orm,
HON, MR BLAIR
made explavations to show that it was impossible to
have the journals printed before the sec nd day. As
to the books containing the official repsrt, he said
the de’'ay had given the government congiderable
anxiety. Mr. Lugrin, last year’s official reporter,
had arranged with the Grip publishing company to
publish the bookr. He (Hon Mr, Biair) had been
led to believe that the bovks would be ready before
this session of the house. He read a letter from Mr.
Lugrin showing that the latter had reasen to expect
the books before Thursday last and evpressed the
;):tl;i{m that they would arrive in a few days at the

MR ADAMS

resumed ‘ths debrte on the order of the day, the con-
sideration of the address ia reply ana Mr. Parks’
amendment to the first paragraph therecf He said
that when the five years licens3 system was proposed
long sgo, it created distrust inthe north, The stump-
age had been increased from 60 to 80 cents. It had
been stated that iz made little d fference in the
northern portion of the country wheiher the old gov-
e-nment were in or oat, a3 they had intended dolng
the same a8 the present government. That was not
80 The old goverament had considered five, eight
and ten and chree year leases, but adopted the one
year system, believing it to be in the best interest of
the couniry. The old government’s policy was
against increasing the stumpage. He had shown, he
feit, that the people of bis county were particalarly
interesied in this question, that they wanwd it
setsled, thatjsuch men as the Stewarts, Bitchies and
Mr. S8nowball considered the stampase too high The
county council demand a reduction, as the interest
of the country could be better served by a reduction,
and he asked the house to dea fsvora-)y and honestly
by the lumbermea of the norih,as tihey pay the
larger share of the stunpags of the province. The
repregentatives of the north had showa by their
speeches that th-y were not ia accord with the gov-
ernment but some of 1hem, he was sorry to believe,
raher than embarras the government were going to

hoped this matter would have been discussed ina |

vote against their honest convictions,
MR. FLEWBLLING

spoke of the importance of the subject, and said that
in view of the remarks of practical lumbermen in the
house he would vots the dment. As
private individuals collect a stumpage of a dollar and
a balf he thought it net too much for the govern-
ment to charge a dol ar and a quarter.

MR. WHNB

traced the history of ths luwxber question back to
1868. The tax pravious to that was $3 per mile The
government of 1the day passed regulations fixing a
stumpage rate, butowing to the oppoeition of the
lumbermen did mot carry out their 1egulations.
Afterwards a stumpsge of 60 cents was fixed and later
80 cents He did not think the tgnesent rateof a
dodar and a quarter too high. If the stumpage were
reduced a few Jumbermen wou'd te benefited. Those
who pretena to speak for the lambermen have no
interest for the farming class. If the stumpage be
reduced, will the farmer get more for his oats or
pork, or the laborer be paid one dollar more far his
work ? Decidedly not. The effect would be to in-
crease taxatien, as the schools, rosds and bridge ser-
vices wou d have to be]still provided for. The gov-
ernmert shou'd be sustained in the matter, atd he
would therefore vote against the amendment.

FHON.[MR. MITCHELG

regret'ed that the qnestion came up as it had. It
was & matter ia which the whoe prcvince wag
interested and should be approached in a non-party
spirit. - It had been made a party question by the
hon. gentiemsn moving the amenament with the
hcpe of embarrass'ng the government and well
might the lumbermen of the rorih cry out, “‘8ave us
from our friends.” The regu atlons do not saffect
Charlotte to any great extent. I¢ the question was
dea't with broadly, if membeis would sit down
and calmly consider the merits and demerits of the
regulations, it would te found that the goverament’s
pelicy was in the best interest of the province. It
had beea asserted thatthe ten yjears lsase system
was unpopular. The arguments of lumbermen in
tbis house disproved such a statement; 99-100tbs of
those who cus lumber in New Brunswick will say
that this system 18 the bestfia their interest and in
the interest ef the province. This is not the verdict
of the lumber kinge, but the declaration of nearly all
operators, great and small. It had keen said the
government wanted to induce operators to abandon
the ten years leases. That was xot so He had
asked soae operators it they would like to give up
such leases, including the hon. gentieman from
Queens The answer wag, “No, we will tay the
stumpage of a dollar avd a quarter rather than give
up the ten years leages.” The cry of the opposition
had been that tbis government was the friend of the
lumber kings and that the smaller eperators had
been ignored. This year the oppogition were crying
out for the protection of the “*bloated monopolists *
It hag been claimed that the smaller operators had
been driven out by the ten yeara leases. The hon.
member who ssys that speaks without the book.
The fact is that the number of large operators is
about the same, while the number of small operators
has increased. This government csnnot legislate
againgt hard times, no more than it can keep the
potato bug away from Rogersville or the fog out of
the Bay of Funay. Those who say that because of
the rate of stumpage New Brunswick cannot compete
with Quebec and Nova Scotia do not consider that
the lumber of this province, because of its quality,
commands better prices in Liverpool than the lam-
ber of either Quebec or Nova Scotia. The reports of
Farnworth and Jardine show a differenee of from ten
shilings to eleven shillings and sixpence sterliug per
standard in favor of our lumber over Quebec and
Nova Scotia dea's. It has not been claimed that the
cogt of getting deals from New Brunswick is any
greater than that of those from either of the other
provinces'named. Adding the cost of our stumpage
to the cost of mileage we have a total tax of §1.30 or
$L 32 on our lumber. Compare that with the 30 or
40 cent siumpage in Quebec, and the Nova Scotia
stumpage cf 60 cents ana there is still a difference in
favor of our lumber in the English market of 50 to 60
cents over Quebec or Nova Scotia. Operators will
tell you that it i3 not the government’s rate of stump-
age but the general depression that paralyzes the
lumber incustry at,present. It is the rame in Quecec,
and it is a well known fact that the cutin Maine is
not what it was 16 years ago. The local government
might as well be accused of the depression ia certain
cotton mills or blamed for the depzession which
almost ciosed up the Moncton sugar refinery. Old
Pharoah’s dream, in which he saw seven years of
plenty and seven more of famine is fairly
applicable to succeeding ages, 1or a review of the
commercial history of the world shows thav there are
periodic successions of inflation and depression.
Joseph was not able to account for the seven years of
plenty and seven more of famine. Neither have such
political economists as Smith or Mills, Benthan or
Batist, Adams or Park, been able to account for
these periodic waves that ebb and flow over the com-
mercial world. Let us hope that the waves of hard
times are passing over, and that we will soon have
good times once more. The oppesition has not told
us' how we are going to get a Yevenue when the
stumpage is reduced. That 18 the question they will
have to face when they turn this government out.
The ex-surveyor general has told the house it was not
necessary for the old government to increase the rate
of stumpage to provide for the services of the coun-
try. The old government one year, not because they
wanted to meet a deficit, of course, not but to test
the market value of the crown lands. offered some pf
the best lands for sale. They realized that year fred
the sale of such lands, $17,066.49 They were so wi.il
satisfied with the experiment that they *‘tested the
market” again, selling the next year $19,470 90 worth
more of land. The third year they sold just $13 236 49
worth more of the crown lands, not of "course for
revenue, but to try the market value of the lands.
This government does not believe in such a policy,

ball, Messrs. R. A. & J. Stewart and other large opera-
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does not believe in parting with the best lands of the
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