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CHAPTER XIII.—(Continued.)
I'le Secret of the Maltese Cross.

t she could detect no sound save

1ous ones outside; but suddenly

1e a loud noise like the slam-

a door. Maya’s heart leaped

; then she said to herself: “It

be the trap-door. He has lifted it

ceidentally let it fall again.” Yet

kspear  was mnot the man to do

s accidentally at a moment like

when keeping the head cool meant

the differenee, perhaps, between life
deatht Sod

IHardly had the crash ceased to vi-

in her ears when it was followed
a great shivering of glass. Then
sounded more clearly. There was

g of triumph in the harsh voices
Maya’s quick “vits told her that

» of the men must have got a hand

irough. the window and reached the

wk at last. It was but a question of
seconds, and- the gang would be swarm-
ing into the next room.

“They will murder us all three, and
take the pearls too,” ithe girl said 'te her-
self. “So they wili have revenge, and a
fortune as well. They've laid their
plans wisely. But he—have they killed
him already, that he does not fire a
single shot in our defence?”

In the next room there was a great
trampling of feet. The men had got
the window open, and one after another
they were jumping in. Only that one
door between her father and death!

As this thought flashed into her mind,
Maya turned from the door and went
to the bed where lay the prostrate figure
in the grey dressing-gown. It was mo-
tionless now, turned upon its face, the
white hair shining on the pillow.

“Father!” the girl whispered,
under her breath. “Father!”

There was no reply. He had fainted
again, she thought, and perhaps it was
better so. He would be saved the tor-
ture of suspense—and the end would be
no worse.

She ran lightly back to the door and
it her ear to the keyhole, They were
talking together. There must be .three
or four men. She would have given
much to hear what they were saying,
but they consulted in low voices, and she
could not catch the words. Breakspear’s
voice' was not among the others. All
seemed strange to her except one—one
that was hatefully’ familiar. But Break-
spear—her knight; where was he?

Suddenly there was an exciamation;
a creaking sound that Maya could not
quite understand, a rushing of feet, then
silence, save for whispering. It seemed
to Maya that she must unlock the door,
fling it open and look out. This she dared
not do for her father’s sake; but she flew
across the room, turned down the flame
of the lamp, dropped on her knees and
peeped through the keyhole, seeing a
brighter light on the other side. She
could see that and nothing else for a
moment; then a black figure rushed past,
the loud bang of a door which she had
heard before and wondered at, was re-
peated, and after that muffled shout
which seemed to proceed from some-
where underground.

She was stul on her knees when there
came a quick rapping at the door against
which her face was pressed. “Miss Du-
pout,” cried Breakspear's voice, speak-
ing with controlled execitemenf, “It’s
all right. I'hey’re my prisoners—the four
of them. Tell your father that the dan-
gers at an end.”

Bewildered, laughing
Maya unlocked the door with cold and
frembling fingers, It was Breakspear
Who opened it, and she held out her little
hands to him, tears streaming down her
cheeks,

“I' was so frightened—so
for you!” she faltered.
they had killed you.
understand, I—"

dreakspear did not let her hands £0;
lf!lt. his handsome face glowing with the
10¥ of success, he indicatéd with a nod
the corner where she had pointed out the
trap-door. A glance showed the girl
that the carpet had been rolled back.
Ifl‘h’rnvath. the trap-deoor was visible,
With the thick bolt of iron which fasten-
ed it down.

“If it hadn’t been for you, we
thouldn’t hav, done the trick so easily,”
Jim said. “We should have had to stand
a siege, and might have got the worst of
it But now—there they are, four rats
in @ trap, and it’s for us to say when

1 how they shall come out. I un-

ted the door, with a little trouble

" the bolt was rusty, and purposely

len T bhad lifted the trap-door and

¢d down to see that there was a lad-
ier leading below) I let it slam shut with
@ loud noise. They heard that, of
irse; and a few moments later they

» window unfastened, but mean-

T had opened the door leading into
miin house and slipped out, watch-

at went on in the room through

half

and sobbing,

frightened
“F thougpt that
Even now T don’t

w them leap through the window,

fter the other, bringing broken

S of ivy withs them. They looked

» see what had made  the noise

¢ where the carpet had been

ird, and ethen one discovered

* where the carpet had been

od up, showing the trap-door with its

noved back. Of course, they were

were underneath, lying in wait

% with revolvers, perhaps; but

v they weren’t much afraid that

ild take aim, for they went down

1 great excitement, jabbering

the first one earrying a lan-

nd each trying to reach the bot-

tas if to win some reward—and

it may have been offered by
ader,

t the head of the fourth duck-

t below the floor I sprang out

¢ hiding-place like a Jack-in-the-

ok the ladder till the fellow

tumbled off in surprise, pulled it up
with a jerk, slammed down the trap-
door ‘and bolted it. Now I think we've
turned the tables on the enemy. In the
morning wie'll send for the police—"

“We can’t do that .for my father's
sake,” stammered Maya. “You have
saved his life; but, lest he lose it after
all, we must get him away from this
place, quickly, quietly. Before those
mien are released he must be hidden once
more where he can never, . never be
found+if in all the world there is such
a place for him and me.”

She had drawn away her hands from
Breakspear’s and went swiftly back to
thia bed where her father lay. 2

“I must rouse him now, I must bring
him to himself,” she said, anxiously.
“The medicine—if I can make him swal-
iow a few drops he will be better.”

She busied herself at a little table
which stood by the bedside, turned up
the flame of the lamp and poured some
liqguid from a bottle into a teaspoon.
Then Breakspear came forward and
gent'y turned over the grqy figure which
lay upon its face. As he did so he could
not restrain a slight exclamation. Dim
as was the light in' the room there was
no mistaking #hellook upon those stony
features snd insthe staring eyes. The
man was_dead: .

The hours which followed were the
strangest of Breakspear's life. Maya
seemed dazed at first. She could not
realize that her father was not to be
schemed for and hidden from the world
any more, . She did not faint or weep,
but sat by the bedside, dry-eyed and si-
lent, offering no objections to anything
that Breakspear suggested, except that
she would not be induced to leave her
father. Miss Truro was called from her
room, where she was locked in with the
door’ barticaded, and ‘finally consented,
after tedious éxplanations ' and assur-
ances, to go to Maya ‘in the 'North
Wing.

“Let the police have those men if you
choose. I don’t care any more,” Maya
said, when Breakspear asked her what
chould be done. “There will be revela-
tions, but they will not hurt me nor my
father now; and nobody cares for me in
this country.” )

“I care, more than for anything or
anyone else on earth,” answered Jim.

“You will not care when you hear all,
as you must very soon,” the girl sighed.

_And he did soon hear all; partly from
her, partly from thé man whom he had
been wont to call “Eagle-face”; and the
two stories wove themselves together in
one. Even Vivien Oakley’s part -in it
became clear to him, though she had had
time to disappear from the world of so-
ciety which for a brief period had known
and feted Her. And it was because of
Vivien Oakley, strangely enough, that
Michael Zelenine (kmown to Breakspear
as Michael Dupont) had not returned to
New-Take Farm.

The caravan had been hired for a good
price of some gipsies who had been camp-
ing a few miles from Mallery-Tavy, and
it was to have been used for a double
purpose. In the first place, if Maya had
resisted the demands made on the night
when Eagle-face appeared umnder the
window wearing the death-mask, she
was to have been seized, gagged and
taken away in the caravan, there.to be
kept until she was ready to tell where
the greatly desired pearls might be found.
But she had consented to make an ap-
pointment, bringing the pearls to Satan’s
Tor; and a curious chance had made the
kidnapping of Breakspear possible in-
stead. It had been thought most desir-
able to get him out of the way, lest his
advice should, after all, render Maya
obstinate; and Vivien Oakley, in her
gipsy disguise, had lent her aid to the
carrying out of this suddemly-conceived
scheme, on the  understanding that
Breakspear should not be injured. Her
jealous fear lest he should have grown
to care for the “Lady of the Lilies” had
made her fiercely eager to separate the
two at almost any cost.

Rejoicing in the thought that Break-
spear, parted from his love, would never
know what role she had played in his un-
doing, and must turn to her (Vivien) in
the end, when he had been led to believe
that she had saved his life, Vivien Oak-
ley sat on the driver’s seat beside the
man whom she had married years ago in
the States. In those days she had lived
by her wits, not dreaming that some-
where in the world she had a kindly-dis-
posed uncle, who would by and bye ad-
vertise for her dead sister's daughter,
lost sight of years ago, and offer her
half of all that was his. She had hoped
that the Russian adventurer who had
won her by gifts of false diamonds and
pretending to be a millionairé, was dead.
‘When after seven years of desertion he
had not appeared, she had told herself
that, at all events, she was legally free,
even to marry again if she chose. Then
he had found her out in England, threat-
ening to reveal the past which she had
carefully concealed, and since then she
had been his slave. But since coming to
Dartmoor her affairs had changed for
the better. She had helped him, and he
had promised to help her. Vivien was
comparatively contented to sit beside the
man as the daravan jolted over the moor,

Then suddenly a shot had rung out.
She had felt a sharp pang in her shoul
der, and had uttered a scream of sur-
prise and pain. A voice had exclaimed:
“Great Heavens! A woman!” Quick as
lightning the man at her side had
snatched his revolver and fired. Michael
Zelenine, who had followed the cara-
van, thrown off his guard for a moment
by the horrible thought that he had shot,
perhaps killed, a woman, was taken at
a disadvantage. Before he had recov-
ered his presence of mind he was struck
full in the breast by the bullet which
revenged his shot and fell on his face,
pierced through the heart. Thus he
owed his death to Vivien Oakley as well
as %o the man whose hand held the re-
.volver.

Instantly the two had to make up 'heir
minds what was to be done with the
dead body, when they had assured them-
selves it was that and nothing more,
when also Vivien had informed her com-
panion that this was the man she had
seen and spoken to at the farm. It was
decided at last that it would be better
to put the body in the caravan' with
Breakspear, who, hound and half-smoth-
ered in “the traveliing cloak, would not
be able to see what a strange fellow-
traveller he had been given. It was not
until they set about to carry out this
plan that they knew of Breakspear’s

escape, and then it was useless to at-

tempt a recapture. Vivien
scheme was “broken in two.

since her sefvices were needed no more,

and her only wish was for escape. Her ! ;
i house which had been let to the Prince

wound was not serious, and she started
next morning to walk to Mav’srock;

from there reached London, got rd af |
her disguise, went home to Ma .chester-

square, packed all her jewels, cashed 4
blank cheque her uncle had given her,

appeared before her confederate covid
bétray her.

As for him he had seen that it would
be well to leave Dartmoor as sooa as
possible, though the contents ef the
caravan need not be discovered (if he
were lucky) for days. He drove it tc as
lonely a place as he could find, unha:-
nessed the horse and rode him to New-
Take Farm, which he reached early in

the morning, and threw the note into the |
window which he believed to be Maya's. |

From there he went straight to Satan’s
Tor, where he waited in vain for some
hours. t

May4d' did not come; but upon. this con-
tingency he had calculated'-and. already
arranged his plan of ‘campaign, 'in- case
it otcurred. He had scen the inside of
a prisen last year (being cAught on the
very day nhe had noted the Dartmoor
appointment for April 24th, in the act
of escaping with his box all packed, and
coming out on the day before the sale
of unciaimed luggage at Victoria), and

his crime had been the instigation of a |

burglary. Now, on ‘April 24th, having
missed Maya for the first time, he had
written to an acquaintance of his in
London to bring two or three “good

men” to Mallery-Tavy at his expense, |

and he would put them on to a_ ‘“hig | ing. on her fears, revealing to her the :

thing.” - The “good men” had dply ar-

rived in the guise of tourists, and wait-.|

ed for the word ' to' be given
Meanwhile,
ged and temporarily laid on ‘the shelf,
and an effort was made to get Break-
spear out of the way.
only other dangerous person at New-
Take Farm into the power of Kagle-
face, whose real name was Paul Stro-

them,

goff; and by teaching his men a few

Russian .words, he intended to frighten
the old man and the girl, whose secret

he possessed, into giving up, all they |

had that was worth his having. The
pearis he would keep for himself, and
other valuables might be divided among

kis band with the largest share for him- '

self:
All these details Breakspear. and »th-
ers learnt from the declaration of Raul

Strogoff during the goursé of his trial |

for the murder of Michael Zelenine; and
incidentally the secret of the Maltese
cross was explained also. But it was
from the lips of Maya (not Maya Du-
pont, but Maya Kazan, the daughter of
Prince Sergius Kazan, once governor of
Cronstadt) that her lover heard the part
which concerned her most deeply.

Prince Sergius Kazan’s wife had been
a French woman, a beauty, and a: great
heiress. He spent .most of her money,
neglected her and lost her love. Having
no faith in her husband, she made an
extraordinary will, leaving all her mug-
nificent jewels to her daughter, so many
to be given to the girl each year on her
hirthday, last of all the wonderful pearls
which had been famed in Paris and St.
Petersburg. Omce during her mother’s
lifetime Maya had been allowed to wear
the pearls and had been photographed
in them, when she was about fourteen
years old. (It was the picture which,
with the curl of copper hair, had fallen
into the hands of Strogoff.) Seon after,
the Princess died, having made the girl
promise that she would never give away
or sell the famous necklace.

Paul Strogoff, who had been an ad-

venturer since his earliest boyhood, and |

had seen strange vicissitudes in many
countries, had teard of the pearls and
of the curious will. He gaimed the con-
fidence of the solicitors who acted for
the Princess and got himself empioyed
as clerk.

At this time Prince Sergius Kazan
was at Cronstadt, having obtained the
post through powerful family and poiiti-
oal interest. Having spent all the money

which came to him with his wife, and |
being deeply in' debt, he was tempted by !
an offer from the German government |

to sell the plans of the fortress. For his
treachery, he was paid the sum of a hun-
dred thousand marks in German oney.
Soon after, the betrayal was discovered,
but ettributed to a lesser official, Gen-
eral Melikoff, who was at’ ohce.court-
martialled, found guilty, and throwwn in-
to prison. N
Meanwhile Kazan, tortured 4vitu re-
morse and physical suffering, had retired
on account of ill-health, left Russia, and
travelled extensively with his daughter.
They were spending a few months at
Maita, where the Prince had a friend
of whom he was fond, when one night
a face, too well known, appeared at a
window of the room where he was talk-
ing with a messenger from the Russian
firm of solicitors employed in his dead
wife’s affairs. This messenger was Paul
Strogoff. The face was that of Melikoff,

who had escaped from prison, and, sure i
of Kazan’s guilt, had tracked him half

across the world.
At sight of Melikoff, Kazan controlled
his fears, and requested Paul Strogoff

to leave them alone together for a few |

‘minutes; but, suspecting a mystery,
Strogoff had listened at the keyhole and
had overheard a conversation which con-
vinced him that Prince Sergius Kazan,
and not General Melikoff, had betrayed
his country to Germany. Omne denied,
the other accused, and at last Melikoff,

drawing a dagger from his breast, struck [

Kazan, wotnding him in the arm. But
the Prince, ever morbidly fearful of
discovery, invariably carried a loaded re-
volver with which to take his own life,
if he found the courage, rather than be
captured by the Russian spies whom he
believed to be always on his track., Half-
maddened with ‘terror he drew the re-
volver, fired, and, t6" his horror, killed
Melikoff.

Having heard and seen-all Strogoff
swaited no longer, for he valued his own
skin and believed that Kazan would
shoot him also if he knew that his erime
had had a witness. Strogoff hid himself
in the garder, and through the half-cur-
tained window saw the Prince’s heau-
piful young daughter, who ran in from
an adjoining room at sound of the shot.

Kazan had killed Melikoff in self-de-
fence; yet, if the deed weére discovered,
it would be called murder, unless

" could prove his innocence; and withous

|
|
]
i
l
| very little ' money; that most of what he

Thomas "Trurowas. Jrug- !

Fate had put the :

Oakley’s |'telling more of the truth than he wished
There was |
nothing further to keep her on Dartmoor :

known that would be aimost impossible
to do.

No one knew—so Kazan believed—of
Melikoff’s visit. In the cellar of the

for the winter was an old chest painted
white, with blue Maltese erosses upon it.
What it had been used for was not clear,
but the wretched man, in his desperation,

i determined to conceal the body in it. He
for five thousand pounds (twenty times
more than he had intended), and had dis- |

carried the dead man to the cellr}r t.hat
night, meaning to obtain some quxckhrqe
mext day and destroy the traces of his

| erime,

This programme he carried out, but

{ Strogoff, who had crept into the_hmxse
| again through an open French window,

saw what was done. An idea of horrible
ingenuity entered his mind. He

so that he could get into the house at

{ will, went out unseen, and, as the night ,
was |

was not even then far advanced,
able to purchase some pizster of DParis.
Having /prepared ' this in a manner he
knew he returned to thla Prince’s house,
opened the chest in the cellar, and ob-
tained a death-mask from the features
of the murdered¢ man.

Strogoff | khew that the Prince had

had obtained from Germany must have
gong to pay his debts of honor. But he
" had the best of infornfation regarding
the jewels which would come each year
| into. Maya Kazan’s possession, The girl
and her father left Malta after Meli-
koff's murder; Strogoff followed, and by

)

took |
| the key of a side door not often used, !

THE LIBERAL

means of an anonymous letter on which |
| he had painted a blye Maltese cross in |

exact representation
white chest he obtained a secret inter-
| view with the girl. By means of work-

full story of her father’s treachery to

béen' \gnorant), -showing her the horrible
eathsmask wrapped iin a mnapkin stolen

{'from the houseé at Malta—a napkin bearc ‘

ing the Kazaps’ crest in embroidery-—
i threatening to tell all' he knew to the
| Russian government and also vowing

that he wou'd, if she defied him, frighten |

her invalid father to death by displaying
bafore him the death-mask, Strogoff had
each year obtained from Maya all her
jewels as she received them. He had
agreed that, if she made appointments
| with him a year beforehand and faith
| fully kept them, he would never seek
to find the house where she
'her father lived. or attempt to per-
‘secute them in any way. To this
i agreement he had been faithful, so far
| s Maya knew, for she had never, until
coming to Dartmoor, given him the
temptation to break it.

The miserable man and his scarcely
| Yess unhappy daughter, had travelled
{ from country to country under an as-
i sumed name, the Prince in constant fear
" lest his secret should be discovered. Only
{ Michael Zelenine had been kept inform-
ed by Kazan of their whereabouts, and
even he had rever been told the whole
{ truth. 'Loving Maya he had been silent
and given such help as he could,

Not ¢ill the girl and her father came
| to England, however, had Michael been
étold by Maya of Strogoff's persecution:
, how the blackmailer had followed from
country to country, dressing in Italy like
an Italian peasant, in Greece like a
Greek, and so on; but always having a
Maltese cross somewhere about his per-
son to be displayed at their meeting,

a burden; but she had kept the secret
of her slavery from the Prince, for
,Whose sake she suffered; and in spite
of all she had loved her father.

She had not wished his death, and
i when it came she believed for a time
that she wished to die also.

Breakspear.
| now?”

“You have me to live for,” he answer
{ed. “You are my life, my world, my all.
| Can’t you love me a little in return?

Can’t you let me help you to forget?”

“You can care for me still, knowing
i what you know?” she asked, wondering-
! ly, almost fearfully.

“More—more, A
more. And I will make you care for
me. I"I take you with me to America,
i and there, on that Colorado ranch I've
told you about, in a different world from
any you know, the past will begin to
seem like a dream. Only love will' be
zeal—my love for you, my Fady of the
Lilies, my Moorland Princess.”

“And mine for you,” answeted Maya.

“What have I to live for

thousand times

“I have loved you since that “first day. 3
! But I thought then that there was foth- |

| ing for us but parting.”

Breakspear took her, in his arms and
| held her tightly, as if he would never
! let her go.

‘“Nothing shall

Queen,” he said.
(The BEnd.)

ever part us, my

SLEEPLESS BABIES.

When a little one is sleepless and cross
it is the surest sign in the world that it
is suffering from some derangement of
the stomach and bowels—the seat of
nine-tenths of all baby ailments. In
cases of this kind Baby’s Own Tablets
act like magic. They sweeten the sour
little stomach, relax the distended little

| bowels, cool the parched, fevered mouth,

and bring natural, health-giving sleep.
An experienced mother, Mrs., Ed. Godin,
Griffith, Ont., says: “I have used Baby’s
Own Tablets for many ailments peculiar
to babyhood, such as fevers, indigestion,
diarrhoea, etc., and I have found them
the most effective medicine I have ever
tried. I can only add I would not be
without them in the house, so much do
I think of them.”

Other, mothers who wish
their little ones ecannot
than follow Mrs. Godin’s example. You
can get the Tablets from all medicine
dealers or they will-be sent by mail ae
25 cents a box by writing direct to The
Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co., Brockville,
Ont.

health for

The anniversary of the emancipation of
23,000,000 Russian peasants, liberated by
Alexander II. ip 1861, is to be celebrated
hereafter in the orthodox churches by ela-
borate thanksgiving services instead of by
a single requiem. mass.

More men have died and are buried in
the Isthmus of Panama, along the line of

the proposed canal, than on
amount of territory of the world.

and *

For five years the girl’s life had been |

“My mission is ended,” she gaid to

of those on the |

his-eountry: (of which she,-of course, had i

CANDIDATES,

JOHN NEWELL EVANS

It is . certainly rot too mu:l to sy
that there is none more svide!y-known
nor more highly re:pected in lis
constituency "that the candidate who is
to carry the Liberal standard to vi tory
in Cowichan in the coming election. His

appearance in the arena has been tle

means of bringing together his friends)

"and supporters from far and wide, afor -
img apadequate idea of his poralal tj
in the Qistrict which has so .oig b n
his home,

i John Newell Trans was born at lower
| Penthryn, Mortgomeryshire. Norh

Wales,. in 1:4€, and comes of sturdy
Saxon farming stock. His education
iwas gained in the Berriew endowel
school, 'but on the destraetion of his

home by fire he went to Londoa, wlere

he attended a private school fur a short
time. Xle then entercd the drapery
business, serving a1 appreaticeship,

In 18G4 +he came out to British Co-
"Ium'bin to join his brothers, who had

preceded him in the rush cof '62. For a

time he was engaged in work on Cruig-
flower. road, near the Four-Mile Loure,

and also for Mr. King, of Celar Hil'.

In 1866 he left this city and went to

Placer county, Califurnia, where he em-
i ‘barked in placer mining for three yoa.s.
i Returning to British <'clumbia he tcok
up his present location. In 1873 he
was married in Nortonville, Contra Cos:ia
county, Californa. Me returned to Cal.-
; fornia the same- year on account cf his
| wife’s ill-health, but came back to Cow-
ichan in 1877, and has resided there
constantly ever since,

Mr. Evans has taken an active inter-
est in the administration of the affairs
of his district. = He was trustee of thie
Maple Bay school for several years be-
{ fore the Somenos school was organized.
He then became trustee for the rewiy-
formed district, filling the position of
secretary-treasurer. He resigned le-
cause of the education department's re-
| fusal to allow the trustees to expand $°0
{for a flag, after the children had pro-
. cured it. He was again elected trust.e
. at the last election.

He was one of tliose identified with
 the establishment of the municipality,
| having assisted in the circulation of the
| petition praying for incorporation. Fer
ithe past 26 years continuously he has
i Served as councillor or reeve, and is now
{ on ‘his third term in the latter capaeity.
| He %vas alk6" idenfified with the Cow-
ichdn and Salt Spring Island Agricultur-
al Society, until'itd -headquarters were
rémoved to Duncans.

Pol.iticnlly,‘l_xe Was a strong adherent
of 'the opposition party in the first elde-
| tion after confederanion, giving his sup-
{ port to Messrs. Smythe and Booth, who
| were returned as supporters of Amor De
| Cosmos. On the death of Hon. Mr.
| Smythe, who- became premier. Mr,
Evans was a candidate for the Provin-
| cial House, A staunch Liberal, he stood
out wvigorously for the party’ when its
strength in the West was insignificant,
and for his loyalty e will be-fittingly
rewarded by the voters of the constitu-
ency on October 3rd.

Mr. Evans, who commences a

plat-

 form campaign next week, has issued

the following address:
To the Electors of Cowichan District:
Gentlemen,—Having received the nom-

ocwn !

(Cowi,chan.}

“ination of ‘the Liberal convention, held
fat’ Dancans onthe 19th of August, I
appealoto you for your support at the
polis, hopiag thai-amy previeas . record
amongst you for the past 89 years wil
meet with your approval; well 8 the
orm of the Liberal party, wihieh 1
endorse. g

I Lave always hoen in favor of Keep-
i*g ths arprudi the Cowichan
¢ Tiuicipality Yelthiin the curiect lev.nue,
i and on a broader i:ld T = advoeate
that the provincial expenditures should
be brought down as rceariy as possible
to the revennes of thé nrovince. The
civil service of the province is costing
the taxpayers more than it should do,
and is cut of all proportion to the ser-
vices remdered, in fact too much red
tape is used to make places for frionds
of the government,

If elected 1 promise to give this
branch of the public service my care-
ful attention, and will endcavor to have
a considerable reduction made under
this head.

Our roads and public works, which
are to aid in developing our local re-
sources, shopld, on the other hand, re-
celve a generous appropriaticn. ecare
being taken that the money i proper.y
expended, and the ccuntry rcceive full
valne,

| Railways, to-day, are as neeessary as
trails were during the early sixties, in
developing our country. A railway from
Alberni to join the B, & N. railway
would rece’ve my hearty support, as a
! means of opening up a country rich in
timber, ‘mineral and agricultural lands.
The
rorth erd of the Island to meet the
Grand Trunk Pacific should be vigor-
ously pushed. All lines should be sub-
| Jeet to the control of government if
j receiving aid under provincial charters;
land subsidies should no longer be grant-
ed, and if cash is paid the province
should hold shares to the amount of aid
given.

The labor amd Chinese question are
among the live issues of to-day, some
measure providing arbitration in the in-
terest of both laborer and of the em-
ployers should be passed. The Chinese
are ever with us, a legacy from former
Conservative governments, the present
Libera] government at Ottawa being the
first to take measures for the abatement
of the grievance of tLe Chinese overflow,
which is retarding the growth of the
province. Should this not prove effec-
tual, I am prepared to support any other
legal and proper means of keeping out
the heathen,

Gentlemen, this being the first election
on party lines held in Brit'sh Columb’a,
I appeal to you on a Liberal platform,
asking you, who desire a change of gov-
ernment, to give me your support, as
the former coalition system has been‘the
cause of instability, rottenness and cor-
ruption, culminating in the infamous dis-
closures of the C. & W, enquiry.

If you should see fit to elect me as
Jyour representative, I promise to lcok
after the interest of the district to the
best of my ability, and will at all times
he prepared@ to support measures that
will advance the prosperity of the prov-
ince generally. Yours truly,

- JOHN N. EVANS.

A CADET CORPS,
An Informal Meeting Thursday After-
noon—Addresses by Col. Holmes
and Lieut.-Col. Eall,

1

An informal meeting was held Thurs-

day afternoon for the purpose of discus !
| ing the possibility of bringing the pro- |
| posed formation of a cadet corps at the

High school to a successful issue The .

. chair was oceupied by Beauront Boggs, '
do . better |

and both Col. Holmes, D.O.C., and

present, The meeting, which was held

. at the Central school, was attended by

about seventy boys, who listened to the |
addresses with the greatest interest. |

In opening the proceedings, the chair-
man submitted for the inspection of the !
boys a sample of the uniform they would
be called upon to wear upon becoming !
members of the proposed - corps. The
cloth is Halifax tweed and very strong.
The tunie is of Norfolk jacket style with

knickerbockers, and the uniferm is pro- | when they left school.

vided' with removable facing of: scarlet |

and buttons.” The cost of such a uniform

any equal | would be $7 and Mr. Boggs explained

this sum can be paid in  easy install-

| corps.

Lieut.-Col. Hall, Fifth Regiment, “'l,’l"u;

| monts. The carbine, bayonet, frog and
; belt will be provided by the government,
| which will also furnish an instructor
,’ from the Canadian permanent corps, for
{ @ limited time, free of charge. Con-
5ti’.1uiug he said all members must be
over 14 years of age. . The.instruction,
he pointed out, would be so timed as to :
interfere in no way with the regular |
studies.

Colonel Holmes emphasized the impor-
tance of all boys eligible joining the
It was an opportunity none
should miss, as if would cducate them
in the handling of arms and teach them
the importance of discipline. He said
there was no doubt that every ,oppor- |
tunity would be given the boys to im-
prove their shooting at the Viectoria rifle
range. He laid stress on the fact that
the beys laid themselves under no obli-
gation for military service by joining the
cadet corps. The boys signed the cadet
corps roll fer one year, and their con- .
nection with the organization ceased '

Lieut.-Col. Hall, in a brief nrddress, !
promised the corps when formed every :
assistance in his power. The cadets
would: have permission to use the gal-

lery, ammunition and the drill shed.
Messrs. Paul and Russell, of the High

| school staff, also spoke in favor of the
i proposal.

At the conclusion of the meeting the
roll was opened and a large number of
scholars, who had previously secured the
permission of their parents, signed.

THE OPEN SEASON
ON THIS ISLAND

' FOR PHEASANTS AND

QUAIL IS ANNOUNCED

In;%ent Issue of Provincial Gazette—

<¥. May Be Shot on October

‘¥ First.

The season for shooting cock pheas-
| ants and quail on the southern part of
Vancouver Island will be opened on
October 1st, extending to the 1st of
January inclusive. A proclamation to
this effects appears in the current issue
of the Provincial Gazette, which was
published on Thursday. In view
of the widespread interest in this mat-
ter on the 'part of local sportsmen, of
whom there are legion, the Times re-
produces the proclamation as follows:

“Whereas by section 24 of the ‘Game
Protection Act, 1898, it is enacted that
it shall be lawful for the Lieut.-Gover-
nor-in-Council, on good cause shown, to
vemove the disabilities as to the shoot-
ing of pheasants(and quail of any var-
iety in the province, and to declare
within what periods and limits the said
birds may be shot:

“And whereas His Honor the Lieut.~

extension of the railway to the,

Governor-in-Council, by order-in-couneil,
dated the 15th day of September, 1903,
has ordered that the disabilities as to the
shooting of cock pheasants and quail, be
removed with respect to the Saanich,
Esquimalt, Cowichan and, Islands clee-
toral districts, from the 1st day of Oe-
tober, 1903, to the 1st day of Jun:uary,
1904, inclusive:

“It - is. hereby ordered and declarcd
that-it shall be lawful to shoot cock
pheasants and quall within the Saanich,
Bequimalt; Cowichan and Island eleec-
tordl districts from the 1st day of Oe-
tober, 1903, to the 1st day of Jaru.ry,
1904, inclusive.”

It will be observed that Comox dis-
trict is not included in the above, and
in view of the comparative secarci*y of
pheasants there, it is not improbable
| that a close season will be maintaired
unless the concensus of opinion in the
district demands that it be opened,

s ¥ %

The following appointments are alse
gazetted:

Wililam Letson Germaine, of Grard
Ferks, to be a justice of the peace in
ﬁpd for the province of British Colum-

ia.

George Christie Tunstall, of Kamlcops,
S. M., to be registrar of voters for the
Kamloops electoral district, vice B. A.
Nash, resigned.

Thomas Cunningham, of Vancourer,
J. P., to be registrar of voters for the
Vancouver city electoral district, vice
D. Donaldson, resigned,

* =

The following Dominion order in-coun-
cil s published:

“Whereas the coal mining regulations
established by order-in-council <f the
19th of May, 1902, provide that lands
containing cogl other than anthracite
will be sold at an upset price of $10 am
acre, and that the coal mining rights
under lands the surface rights of wh'ch
have been disposed of, will be sold at
the rate and on the terms prescribed by
the regulations, less the prico ruling for

Isurface rights in the class in which the

lands may be situated:

“And whereas the price at present ril-
ing for the surface rights of lands in the
Northwest Territories is three dollars
an acre, so that the coal mining rights
are sold at seven doilars an acre, but as
the price ru}jng for the surface riglts
of all Dominion lands is not the same,
it is thought advisable to establish a
fixed minimum price for the coal miging
rights: : g

“Theref?)re. the Governor-General-in-
council is pleased to order that se:tion
11 of the coal mining regulations estab-
lished by the order-in-council of the 19th
of May, 1902, above referred to, shall
be and the same is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following provision:
‘But in no case at less than “sevem
dollars an acre.””

®* * ¥
The «following companies have been
incorporated: Armstrong Light & Power
Co., Ltd.; capital, $25.000. Atlin Trad-
ing Co., Ltd.; capital, $100,000. Fisher
Maiden Mining Co., Ltd.; capital, $150,-
000. Perry Creek Hydraulie Mining
Co., Ltd.; capital, $1,000,000.
The Provincial Licensed ' Vintners’
Association of British Columbia has
been incorporated under the provisions
of the “Benevolent Societies’ Act.” The
trustees are Henry Reifel, of Nana‘mo;
W. Harrison, of Vietoria; R. F. Thomas,
of Vancouver; Otto Marstrand, of Van-
couver; W. H. Quann, of Vancouver.

£ - =
The Canadian Timber & Samwils,
Ltd., has been granted an extra-provin-
cial license; capital, £30,000; divided in-
to 39,000 shares of £1 each. The head
office of the company is in England. The
provincial headquarters are at Trout
Lake City, and Bdward Buchanan is at-
torney.

* % =
Tenders are invited for the erection of
the,Elk river bridge at Morrissey, up to
ncon Thursday, October Sth. They will
be rteceived by the dJdeputy commis-

\

sioner of lands and works.
* % %

: hundred

The rules and regulations adopted by

, the board of horticulture at the recent

meeting are published.

‘“How long has this affair been build-
ing?” asked the American tourist, as he
looked at Cologne cathedral. “About five
years,”” answered the guide.
“Five hundred years! Why, in Chicago
we could put up a buildiag like that, and

have it all to pleces, all within five years.”™ <7~

—London Tit-Blts, . :




