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~ AMERICAN MILTARY  ACADENIES
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ject, the adjutant-general has no-

cvery military academy in . the

that no such insignia may be worn

mny of the cadets. The first of this

7 aw a time of bitter regret among

the soldier boys who were obliged to
diccard their shoulder straps,

The growth of private  military
academies in the United States during
the last few years has been prodigious,
hoth in the number of institutions and

the attendance. Duging the last three
Fears the colleges in the country which
teach military tacties and have drills
by uniformed cadets have increased in

number more than 40 per cent., and in

he public high schools throughout the
wuntry upward of 20,000 young men
ow devote more or less attention to
ilitary drills, and in many cases are
rovided with handsome uniforms and
modern weapons. In certain = states
nearly one-eighth of the tetal number
f public high schools have -introduced
he military drill as a regular feature.
Naturally, however, it is at the pri-
ate wilitary academies that the mili-
ant spirit in American youth is fostered
in the most extensive scale.  To these
institutions come hundreds of young men
vho hope to ultimately gain admission
o West Point, whereas others are at-
racted by the opportunities afforded for
thletics and physical exercise general-
y. Although the private military acade-
s are most numerous in New York.
New Jersey and adjoining states, they
are by no means confined to that terri-
ory. Indeed, institutions of this char-
acter have sprung up in all sections of
he country, and some of the most pre-
tentions military schools are located be-
vond the Mississippi,
There are great possibilities in the
proposed extemsive introduction of mili-
ary training in the public grammar
chools of the country. where at present
upward of 8,000,000 boys are regularly
enrolled.  The experiment of affording
his class of instruction for ptpils in the
rammar grades has already been tried,
nd with considerable success. In Col-
rado  City, Col.; Newport, Ky., and
utte, Mont,, military instruetion is paid
or out of the regular school funds, and,
ndeed, for the boys in these grades mili-
ary instruction is compulsory. The re-
fult of the adoption of this plan in the
ities mentioned has been most gratify-
ng. Fear was expressed at the outset
hat the attention of the pupils might be
fetracted from their lessons, but, in-
tead of this proving’to be the case, it
"as found that the bovs actually took
reater interest in their other studies.
n addition, better discipline was main-
ained, and with less effort. and the
upils have shown a marked improve-
ment physically.
In quite a number of cities the pupils
vho  desire to receive instruction in
military drill are accommodated. This
s the case in the grammar schools of
New York city, Geneva, Yonkers and
ochester, N. Y. As practiced in some
laces, however, this’'plan has objections
n that the pupils who desire to be en-
lled among the cadets are under the
ecessity of furnishing their own uni-
orms, and in some instances must also
}umly their own weapons and ammuni-
0n, a state of affairs which is contri-
utory to undesirable distinctions be-
ween the poor boys and those whose
parents are possessed of some means.
'T.‘hu possibilities of military drill, with
ncidental camp life and ecampatgning,

| lustrated by some of the recent achieve- |

ments of the more
military academies in this country. The
war department now details some of
the ablest officers in the army to act as
drill masters at these institutions, and
in the complement of pupils it is noth-
ing unusual to find a number of young
men who have been outclassed by only
the scantiest margin in the competitive
examinations for admission to West
Point.

At the prominent private academies
the cadets participate in an encamp-
ment, where they secure a taste of actual
campaigning. When in camp there is
an average of three cadets assigned to
each regulation army tent. The young
men are not allowed cots or mattresses,
but the tents are provided with floors,
and each cadet is allowed a pillow and
two pairs of blankets. Xach tent is
provided with a camp stool for each
occupant and one pail and dipper, to-
gether with one basin.

During this interiin of life'in the open
the cadets receive instruction in pitching
and breaking camp, and are taught to
raise or lower tents simultaneously at
the sound of the trumpet. The corps
remains . in camp for about 10 days,
usually in June at the close of the regu-
lar school year. ‘A guard _i§ mounted
daily, about 20 strong. Each relief is
on duty for two hours, and then has
an interim of four hours off duiy before
again taking up the routine. The guard
being maintained all day and all night,
visitors are not permitted in the com-
pany streets except on one gala night,
when there is & band concert and the
camp is illuminated.

During an encampment the cadets par-
ticipate in battle exercises, a line of
activity which is generally regarded as
a genuine diversion, particularly if the
cadets are provided with plenty of blank
cartridges. During these exercises em-
bankments and fortifications of various
kinds are thrown up, scouting and sig-
alling operations are conducted,
there is some bridge building. Asa rule,

important private

the bridges constructed are of the gingle

lock type, and are constructed with
ropes'and spars. Prior to every engage-
ment certain cadets are designated to
fall, in order that ‘“‘transportation of the
wounded ”’ drill and hospital eorps work
may be indulged in at their expense.

A marked tendency which has recently
been noticeable in the private military
académies is found in the great popu-
larity of the cavalry instruction. In
most of the institutions this is a com-
paratively new feature, having been in-
troduced only during the last few years.
In some of the schools former members
of the Rough Riders are acting as in-
struetors, wmle in others veteran offi-
cers of the United States cavalry .are
serving in a similar eapacity. ‘Lne na-
tural fondness of young men for horse-
back riding has been made manifest by
the avalanche of applications for admis-
sion to those schools which have intro-
duced the cavalry adjunct and the over-
crowded condition of the classes in this
branch of the service,

One of the leading academies has a
“Black Horse Troop,” the members of
which are mounted on the Kentucky-
bred *horses which were ridden in the
inauguration parade at Washington by
troopers who acted as a personal esgort
to'the late President McKinley. ’ all
the schools government saddles, brifiles,
sabers and accoutrements are used, (The
boys become familiar with all the in-
tricacies of rough riding as practiced in
the cavalry service of the United States.

The instruction is first given withont
saddles. With merely a blanket and
surcingle and devoid of any support from
the stirrups, the recruit must learn how

and .

to balance himself on the horse’'s back
and so grip with his knees that he may
be enabled to retain his position no mat-
ter what the actions of the horse.

A very interesting collection of state-
ments bearing upon the value of mili-
tary drill in school work has recently
been obtained by the interior department
at Washington. The bureau of educa-
tion, in the'course of an investigation of
this subject which has recently been in

progress, asked each principal of a
school or private high school in the
state of New York to give an opinion
as. to the results, benefi¢ial or otherwise.
attending military instruction in schools.
It is significant that the replies were al-
most unanimous in the contention that
this, form of exercise is of genuine béne-
fit in. the physical culture of the stu-
dent and also contributes to his intelli-
gent and moral welfare,

~ SORROWS OF SAMMIE GO BANC.

BY JOHN WALKER HARRINGTON.

Small Dog turned over has pall of
water and kicked his biscuit out on the
floor, N

“What is the matter with you, Small
Dog?’ asked Bull Dog. “Your coat is
all shabby and you look as though you
had eaten your collar.”

“My life,” answered Small Dog, *isn’t
worth the living since that new one came

-to the house.”

“Crowded out of your kennel, eh?”
asked Bull Dog.
“Kennel!”  answered

Small Dog.

white cap chased me down
kitchen.” '

“Ig it entered for the show?” asked
Bull Dog. “Maybe it is one of the toy
kind they put under glass cases.”

“It must be,” replied Small Dog. “It

has a finer basket than I ever had, and |

its blankets are covered with blue riD-
bons.
it. Well, you know me. If any long-
legged bird came to our house you can
imagine that the feathers would begin
to fly. You heard about that chicken
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JUMP ON ITS BED.”

“Why, the ereature has & bed of its own
all covered over with lace and filled with
fine goose feathers.”

“It must have a fine pedigree,” ob-
served Bull Dog.

“Oh, I suppose %0,” answered Small
Dog. “I heard my master say it was
worth a million, and I tried to get a
look at it the other day. The minute I
started to jump up on its bed and nose
around a little the big woman in the

that hopped over the back ‘fence one
day, didn’t you? By the way, have you
seen anything wrong with my nose?’

“Can’t say that I have,” réplied Bull
Dog. “Get over in the light. It looks
all right. Just heard a man say: ‘What
i a fine jaw! What a high-bred nose!” You
must be getting nervous.”

“Come closer. I want to whisper to
you. I wouldn’t have that Japanese
l spaniel hear this for a dog biscuit. This
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Somebody said a stork brought |

~Way.

The game can be played by any num-
ber, but the most scientific way is to
have just'ten players to correspond with
the ten parts of speech. Each player
takes the name of one of these parts
or speech; noun, propoun, verb, adyerb,
adjective, preposition, conjunction, inter-
jection, participle and article. BEach
one is also equipped with a paper and
pencil, and then the game is ready to
begin.

The first thing to do is to number the
little slips of paper from oune to ten, and
then place them in a bat, box, lunch
basket or something of the kind and
shake them thoroughly. Then each
player must, without lcoking, draw a
number out of the baxket. When all
have drawn they take their geats, in the
order of the numbers on their slips.
Number one sits at the right, and so
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on until the row is complete,

Now the real game commences. Theé
players write the names of all on their
pads of paper in the order in which they
now sit, and below the name of each
one is written the part of speech she
has chosen. Thus, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, might
be Helen Black, May White, Edith
Green and Mabel Grey. Beneath Helen's
pame on the papers of the other players

might be “‘adjective,”” and below the
‘“noun,” “verb,” ‘‘adverb,” ete.

I
s: ‘
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! This is so that each player can detect a
mistake the minute any one makes one. '

t
|

The player at the right hand end of
“head” says a word that cerresponds
with the part of speech she has chosen
and the rest follow turn, each adding a
word that is in the class of their chosen
part of speech, and which besides makes
sense with what has gome before and
helps form a perfect sentence.

The |

| s

. other players each write on their pnds:

{

the words that ecach one adds, and in
this way if any one should say a word”
that does wnot mako sense—that is, not:
the part of speech she has chosen or a
word that does not fit in the sentence—
every one will notice it. f

When ever one of the players malkes
a. mistake of this kind he or she. is
obliged to go to the foot of . tue -line,
while the rest all move up one space, As
soon as one player says a word that
finishes a sentence she may cry “Donel”
and the player on her left hand must
start anether sentence with her part of
speech. » This is sometinmes very hard to

, do and have the word make sense, and
i a great deal of fun is in knowing just

where ‘to stop. No one word can be

used twice in succession. The plaver

who is -at the head of the class when ¥
the bell rings wins.

nose is out of joint. The day after the
million-dollar creature came the messen-
ger beys brought ycllow evelopes to }the
house all day. I went jumping around

my* master’s heels, trving:to find. buf-

what it was all about. :Poor Sammie
Go Bang,’ he said, ‘your unose is out of
joint.” I went down into the laundry
and hid under the wasn tubs”

“T wouldn’t feel so badly abeut
said Bull Dog; *“they will get tired of
the new creature, whatever it is.”

“No, they won't,” answered Small
Dog. “Why, it bas everything its own
They lef it bark all night. It
barks when they pick it up, and-it
whines when they put it down, and_it
never gets whipped. It has all kinds of
things to play with. The other day the
old maid, who always makes such 2
fuss when I go. near her, brought it a
ball made of worsted. It couldn’'t even
keep hold of it. The ball rolled under
the bed, and I chewed it up.”

“So’ they neglect you at your house?”
asked the Bull Dog.”

“That isn’t the name for it,”” answered
Small Dog. “They forget me, I got
out in the street the other day and had
a fine old time. Two men all dressed
up in brown drove up in a whgon. One
of them jumped down, caught me and
took me to a place full of third-rate curs,
They said it was the -pound. I stayed
there for two or three days, and-finally
my master had to pay a fine before he
could get mie ont.~. He quarrelled ‘about
it, teo. I had on last year's siyle of
tag. That's what' I call neglect. Sup-
pose the Missus had gone out with last
yvear’s style of bonnet and had been
kept in a pound until the master got
the latest style for her. He would never
have heard the last of it, for my Missus
would never have forgiven him. Before
there was a Missus and Master and we
lived by ourselves he would never have
acted like that—not for worlds. ‘He
wounldn’t have done it even before that
stork came fluttering around the place
with the new creature that never gets
whipped and has to have a white-cap-
ped woman to take ecare of it. They gay
the thing had a gold spoon in its mouth
when it came. Well, maybe it did; but
I don’t care if it had a gold collar. I

_shall have-to wear a red ribbon in our

house as long as it has the blue.”

LIP AND NANCY.

A TRUE STORY.

BY JOSEPHINE CHURCH,

Zip was a pug dog, with eyes as green
as emeralds. His constant companion
was a cat called Nancy. They had been
sincere friends for over 12 years. Zip
was growing deaf and his eyesight was
beginning to fail him, while Nancy had
lost the majority of her teeth and a
few, gray hairs were becoming notice-
able in her soft black fur.

When a very small kitten Nancy was
carried about by the dog, he gripping
her firmly at the baeck of the neck. In
return she would wash him as he lay
before the fire, stroking him with her
little tongue. They ate from the same
dish at meal time, and whatever Nancy
had she willingly surrendered it to the
dog. )

Zip always ran after the eats, and if
in mistake he chased Nancy, he would

it |
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run into the house thoroughly ashamed
of himselt. One day a- balf-starved-
looking cat apepared on the fence. He
was watching Zip aud Naney: frolic, -and
l1doked as tHough be eilvied them, Mrs,
Webster, the lady owning Zip and
Nancy, loved the animals ‘very much,
and she took pity on the starved cat, As
the day was Friday, she had some fish
in the house, which she gave to the
cat. He greedily gulped it dewn and
looked for more, which he received.
When he was at last satisfied he realized
that he had found a good home and re-
fused to go away. Mrs. Webster felt
sorry for the cat and decided to keep
She had now two cats and a dog.
The strange cat was called Tom.

It was an ever-to-be-remembered day
when Tom entered that peaceable fam-
ily. Quarrels followed and poor Zip
generally had a scratch on his nose, given
by the ever-ready claw of Tom. The
dog was very much afraid of this new
cat and avoided him whenever it was
possible. At last Zip died {rom old age,
He went to his cosey little bed one night
and never woke again. Tom seemed
gldd to be rid of the dog, but poor

Naney worried all the time, She would ‘

eat nothing -and wasg slowly dying from
sorrow, A little: grave was dug in the
back of the yard and Zip was laid there
to rest, Nancy,often stole out and lay
down besiQ®, theslittle mound.

‘One dfy Mrs. Webster could not find
Nancy in the house and went into the
back yard 'to look for her. There by
Zip’s resting place Nancy had stretched
herself and died. That day another
little ~ grave was dug for Nancy, and
there' she and Zip rest together. Tom
seems very much satisfied, and is mon-
arch of the household,

CUPID'S EFFECTIVE DARTS.
Once upon a time Cupid ealled on Vulcan,
“Friend Valcan,” he ‘said, ‘‘things have

been a-little glow with me of late and %
have been missing lots of marks. I want.
you to make me a new lot of darts and tip
each one of them with gold.”

Several days afterward Mercury appeared
in a great hurry before Vulcan with this
note fromv Cupld; ° ¢ :
- “Dear Vulcan—Jhose last darts didn*€ °
miss once. Make me 10,000 gross more
gold-tipped ones at once. I am doing the
greatest work of my life,”

Moral—Aim ig made more effective by the
Jjudicious use of gold.

' “SUPPOSE THE MISSUS HAD BEE N TAKEN TQ A POUND!”




