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THE MANITOBA |
SCHOOL QUESTION

]
jull Report of Mr. Bodwell's Mag-é

nificent Speech on Thurs-
day Evening.

preatment of the Subject  From
l.egal and Constitutional
Points of View.

Clearly Shown That Remedial
Legislation is Coercion and
Nothing Less,

It is

privy Council Did Not Order That
Separate Schools Should

be I‘eSt.o.':Fd'. S i<

‘theése  contests for provincial

|
ty, on the other hand, have always fav-'
ored a poliey  which would centralize
the power in the Dominion government,
and the chief battle ground on which
liberty
have been fought has been the province
of Ontarie. All this is founded in the
scope and object of the B. N. A. act.
the written: cerstitution -of the country.
It was the design in that act that in all
mattérs of local concern the legislative
assembly, elected by the people of the
province, and whose members under-
stand theéir © needs and requirements,
should be unquestioned in its authority.
(Hear, hear.) But that authority has
been encroached upon more than once,
and it was “in thé premier province,
Ontario; headed by that veteran and
valiant:- statesman; B8ir - Oliver, Mowat,
that. these encroachinents have been suc- |
cessfully ' resisted time and again.
(Cheers.) The record of thése struggles |
has been one of success: from the be- |
ginning. (Cheers,)
EDUCATION.

Orme of the subjects relegated by .the
B. N. A. act to provincial control is that
of legislation respecting education. It
is. a'well known fact that the province
of - Manitoba in pursuance of the author-
ity of “the statute, passed certain legis-

) lation in the year 1890. A very heated -

Its Judgment Distorted by Bowell
Government for an Un=

worthy Purpose.

| ject.

controversy arese, and the matter: was
brought into the court, and was carried

i from eourt to- court until it reached the
. court of last resort. There were two ae-

cisions of the privy council on that.sub-
At last it was established that the
minrority had a right to appeal to the

| governor-general-in-council, and thereup-

Following is a’ full report of - the
speech delivered by Mr. E. V dewell
.t Thursday evening’s meeting in the
Victoria theatre: :

{ am duly impressed with the import-
ance of the occasion which has calied
{ogether on such-.an inclement n'i.ght S0
large an audience of citizens of Victoria.
It is always an event of great import-
ance in the history of a free people wh_en
its electors assemble to discuss the policy
of its government and to determine the
«vstem which shall shape the future a(}-
ministration of its public affairs. I‘g is
of the essence of our British constitu-
tion that its executive body should be
chosen directly by the people, and that
it should. formulate and carry into prac-
tice the wishes and conserve the inter-
osts of the majority of the people. To
that end it has been enacted that every
man who is a British subject, and who
is possessed of any substantial stake 1n
the country shall have a voice in the
selection of those who shall direct the
course of public affairs. I say, there-
fore, that this exercise of the franchise
is the highest and most important pre-
rogative ‘of our -ecitizenship, and it be-/
comes the duty of every possessor to
take the greatest pains to inform him-
self of the political condition of the
country’s -affairs in order that he may
cast his. ballot with an intelligent. ap-
prehension of the trust which is vested
in him, It is impossible, therefore;: to

meetings of the electors. o1t~ foﬂovys,
also, that the questions which then arise
for discussion should be viewed from the
highest standpoint, and that all appeals
to passion gr-prejudice should as far as
possible be discouraged. We shpuld
never forget that .we. are engaged in a
very serious business,” which is ‘greater
than the personal ambition of any i1n-
dividual, and far reaching in its eﬁgcls
to' be controlled by the partizan aspira-
tions of dny combination of mere poli-
ticians. - (Applause.)

It also goes without saying that any
party who ask to pe entrusted with the
administration of affairs should be able
to expound their policy upon substantial
and convineing grounds, and that if they
fail to so establish the wisdom and ex-
pedieney of their plans, then, sir,; 1 say
that they have no claim to exercise the
powers which they seek to obtain, and

have ‘no-right-to“the confidence of ~the--

people. It is upon this proposition that
the Liberal party take their stand to-
day. (Applause.) They assert that the
platform which they have adopted is the
one hest ‘calculated to advance the pros-
perity of the people of the Dominion
as a whole, which will develop the great
natural resources -comprsied within its
borders,: which will open a market for
its productions among the great commer-
cial natious of the world, which will
deal justly with the various raeial ele-
ments comprising its diversified popu-
lation, ‘combining them into a united na-
tion, 'so .that from the Atlantic to the
Pacific there ‘shall be found in this fair
young country a prosperous, eontented
people filled with a profound respect for
the free sinstitutions of -their country
and glorying all the traditions surround-
ing that grand old flag of our fathers,
which for so long a ‘period has brayed
the fury:of its -enemies, and ‘has sur-
rounded and protected the lives and lib-
erty of its adberents. (Cheers.) I re-
peat that: the Liberal party claim to be
able to establish the soundness of their
poliey upon reasons which will “be eon-
vincing to the mind of every'fair minded
man. (Applause.) To that end through-
out- the length of Canada some of the
foremost of its-statesmen have been -en-
raged in ‘preaching -this doetrine to the
people, and if on our ‘part here, -in the

city of Vietoria, wé shall:succeed in ‘eon-
vineing you to that effect, we contengi !

that, not as a matter of favor to the
party to which we adhere, not as Aa
mark of personal regard-to the indivadu-
al who is our candidate, however:svor-
thy he way be to that distifiction, but as

a duty which as- eitizens of YVictoria, |

part of the ecommonwealth of a . seli-
zoverning people, and to yourselves, that

vou should favor with your vote and | hod il of Adasktidn Gomposed Skally. of

influence the policy which we “advocate.
As Liberals we are ready to stand or
fall on that ground alone. We make
no appeals to passion. We ask no par-
rizan support.
in reason. We invite the fullest a}nd
freest = discussion of every principle
which we advocate, and we look for no
success - which is not founded upon .tho
result of sound argument and convinec-
ing proofs (Cheers.) 3.3

The present contest brings the policy
of the two parties into'contrast in one |
striking particular. The Liberal party
have always insisted® on the autonomy

of the provinces; the Conservative par- l

tanee - of «ithese

| pew legislature ‘statutes were passed re-

' tendents of . these - school boards were

We seek to convinee yeu

{ used in the schools of the section as have

on the governor-general-in-council passed
the remedial order, directing the prov-
ince of Manitoba to enact a méasure
re-establishing a system which they had
found tc be bad and unworkable. The
province - suggested a commission to in-
vestigate the facts. The federal gov- !
ernment.said: ‘“We will have no com- |
mission; you shall pass the legislation ;
that we direct or we shall call our own !
parliament and enact such legislation
ourselves.”” The province stood on its
rights, and in a - respectful, dignified :
manner declined to pass that legislation. |
Therefore it is proposed to call the Do- |
minion parliament to pass what is
known as remedial legislation. We all
know that Clarke Wallace declined to
follow the federal government in that .
poliey (applause), and in consequence of
that Col. Prior has been offered and has
accepted a position in the government, |
and by such acceptance has pledged '
himself to carry out that policy. There- '
fore. that question has become a direct, |
living issue in this contest. (Hear, hear.) |
It is brought before the people in a
manner that questions of that kind sel- :
dom come before the public,

The guestion is not a religious one.
(Hear, hear.) It is a question of poli-
tics. It is a question of expediency; one
of debate between two classes of people
that are feund in every province, those
who - believe in sectarian . education
in ‘the public school and those who
do not.- 'That is the whole question
(applause) after it has been stripped..of {
all ' its. sophistry; and, in the ordinary
course of things, and in accordance with
the universal rule that governs British,
law, this is pre-eminently a question
in ‘which the majority should rule.
(Cheers.) The position of affairs, as a
matter of history, is this: Prior to con-
federation there were no public schools
in Manitcba; that is to say, there were |
no public funds devoted to the main- |
tenanece of public schools. - There we e !
schools in Manitoba belonging to the
Chureh of England, the Presbyteriar
church and Roman Catholic church, but
they were supported by the voluntary
contributions of these denominations.
When the B. N. A. act became law, cer-
tain. provisions -in the act were made
with respect to education. It was-also |
part of the act that in case any legisla- |
tion was enacted to take away privi-
leges established by law in any prov-
ince; » then -the- people “affected 'shouild
have the right to appeal to the governor-
general-in-couneil. When Manitoba
came into the Dominion, these provisions
were’ adapted to that province, except
that there were added to the words set |
cut in the B. N. A. act, “by law,” the '
words “or practice.” J

THE FIRST LEGISLATION.

The sections of the Manitoba aet read
as follows:, ;

In and for the Province the said Legisla- |
ture may exclusively make laws in rela-,
tion to ‘education, subject and according to
the following provisions:

(1) Nothing .ip such law shall prejudicial- |
ly affect any right or privilege" with respect
to denominational schools which any class
of persons have by law or practice in ‘the
Province at the Union. i

(2) An apgeal shall lie to the Governor-
General in Council from any Act or decis- !
icn of the Legislature of the Province, or
of any Provincial authority, affecting any
right or privilege of the Protestant or
Roman Catholic minority of the. Queen’s
subjects in relation to education.

(3) In case any Such provincial law as |
from time to time seems to the Governor-
General in Council requisite for the due ex- .
ecution of the provisions of this section is
not made, or in case any decision of the
Governor-General im Council on an appeal |
under this section is not duly executed by |
the proper Provincial authority in that be-
half then, and in every such case, and as '
far only as the circumstances of each case
may require, the Parliament of Canada may
make remedial laws for the due execution
of the provisions of this section, and of
any. decision of the Governor-General in
Council | under  this section.

As remarked - before, there was no
public school system in Manitoba at
that time, but immediately after con-
federation, in the first session of the

publi¢ schools, establishing a
system. of dénominational schools—or
rather more; =a system of - separate
schools in the sense in which e usually
use that word.. They provided for -a

lating to

Protestants ‘and Catholics; the superin-

made the joint secretaries of the school

board. The act also provided that:
Each section shall have under its control
and management the discipline .of the
schools of the section; it shall make rules
and regulations ‘for the examination, grad-
ing and licensing of teachers, and for ‘the
withdrawal of licenses 6n sufficient cause;
it shall' prescribe such of the books to be

reference to religion or morals.”

That legislation stood practically until
the year 1890. That legislation, it should
be  remembered, was introduced in the
beginning of the history of Manitoba as

' as- that.

! ple? (great cheering)
i which no mention shall be made of the

i 1y, all the inspectors were French.

{ o province. It stood for nearly nine-

teen ydrs and it proved unsatisfactory.

In the first place it was established
beyond a doubt that the separate schools
as- means ' of education. were woefully
deficient. The examinations set for the
teachers .were of such a character

which did mot require any of. the pe-°

culiar qualifications. of. a teacher; they
did not provide for the attainment of
what we call an ordimary education of

| a..comimon" school 'child; "and -it was also
proved that the characters of teachers |
us students were not such as to give any |
reasonable hope that that state of things |

would be remedied in the future.. When
the matter was taken up, therefore, and
breught - into public discussion, public
men found that not only was it a sys-
tem that was unlikely to produce good
results, but they found a most’ deplor-
able._state of illiteracy among the people
themselves. Some startling statements
were made during the discussion. It
was found in very many cases that in
petitions sent into the legislature more

than half of the signers were unable to |

write their names. There was one pe-
tition presented by the reeve and coun-
cil of one municipality in which only one
could write. The others all signed their
names by their mark. There have been
some hard things said about the Vie-
toria - city council, but secarcely so hard
(Laughter,) .

A PLAIN DUTY.

It was proved conclusively from these
and other facts that the whole tendency

! of -this- teaching was .anti-British in ev-

¢ry.- sense . of the word. - The - history
tanght related almost wholiy to the un-
fortunate period when the French and.
English  were struggling: for a’ foothold
in Canada, and these facts were related
in the French language, by French au-
thors, and _lit up with all the varied
coloring of their sympathetic and highly
excitable nature. The inevitable result
was to produce the belief that those dif-
ferences, buried long ago in our history.
were living issues among the people to-
day, and that the French population of
Canada instead of being, as they are, a
part of our eommon nationality, entitled
and exercising equal rights with the
English portion, were a down trodden
race, robbed of their natural rights, op-
pressed by wrongful exactjons, and .con-
fined in their unindurablé pesition only

. by the superior force of a conquering

nation. (Cheers.)
WHAT PATRIOTISM DICTATES.
Col. Prior was, he believed, a man of
true and fervent loyalty, in fact his pat-
riotism: might be described as of the
exuberant type. He has been most ac-
tive in all that relates to the cultivation
of & military spirit in the community.
All honor to him for that. (Hear, hear.)
The city of Vietoria owes much to a
man who is willing to devote his time,
money and the enthusiasm of a generous
nature to such a noble cause. Byt how
can Col. Prior,* true-hearted and loyal

| as he is, support a law which will force

on Manitoba, against her will, a system
of schools that may, by such enforce-
ment, have the effect of setting one por-
tion of the people of this peaceful Do-

| minion in bitter opposition, if not act-

ual hostility against the other? - (Great
cheering.) Will he force on them a
system which will leave a large part of
the population of that fair prov-
ince ignorant of the glories
and achievements of British arms in the
past? To whom the names of Waterloo
and Balaclava will be unmeaning terms?
Who will never “hear of the relief of
Lucknow or the glorious ‘day of Alma?

i Whose pulses will never. be stirred by
: The heroism of Wolfe or the reckless

daricg of Brock? Who shall never learn
of the growth of the Brrish constitu-
tion? IIow step step. by step, - often
amid tears of privation and bloodshed,

¢« the divine right of kings was made sub-

crdinate to the/greater rights of the peo
A system under

roble ‘band of United Empire Loyalists,
of their struggles and hardships endured

i for love of country and adherence to the

British Crown, or how out of the flames
and ashes of that bitter martyrdom

| there has arisen in this Canada of ours

a system of constitutional
of educational privileges, of free-
dom .of thought and. liberty of con-
science whieh is to-day the admiration
of the world. (Chgers.)

The only reason for the existence of

rights,

i the public school is that the people shall

be eduested, and if it tvas proved by re-
liable and satisfactory evidence that ‘the

| system in Manitoba was not designed to
| produce a good system . of: education, if

the gualifications required of the teach-
ers were such as to afford no guarantee
of future efficiency, if nineteen years of

! actual experience proved that there was

a growing and alarming state of illiter:

" acy among the people, then it was time
i for men who act according to the dic-

tates of common reason to say that such
a state of things should cease to exist:
(Cheers.) It was a matter which the

i legislature of that province was called

upon to investigate, the wrong was prov-

| ed, and it was their boundep duty to
‘'provide a remedy.

(Applause:)

But there were other grounds, of a
far more serious nature, from a national
standpoint, and that was the purely anti-

i British tendency of the teaching in those

schools. In the French section especial-
It
was enacted that no teacher should be
compelled to teach a strange lanaguge,
and. that -the language of “the majority
of ‘the ratepayers in any -district should
be taught in the schools of that district;
also that if a teacher taught any other
language he should be paid extra for it.
The result was that in many parts of
Manitoba the English language was a
strange tongue. It was not used in any
of the school books or exercises. Sur-
rounded, therfore, entirely by French in-
fluences, speaking the French language,
and taught by French teackers; the chil-
dren of a large section of that province
were doomed to grow up in utter ignor-
ance of British history and traditions,
and all that pertains to the geniuns of
British institutions, and British-Cana-
dian nationality. The- study -of history
alone could be relied on to' rescue them
from that condition, but history  was
comparatively untaught in those schools.
It was not even.on the list of subjects
until the highest divisions were reached
by the scholars. In divisions 2, 3 and 4
the only history taught was that of the
old and new Testament; in the 5th di-
vision Canadian history under the
French regime only; in the 6th division
British Canadian history was taught for
the first time in the school course, and
it was not until the, 7th division was
reachked that the child learned ‘anything
of English histery.

There were some returns made to the
Manitoba legislature showing the result
of that system. In 1886 there were 48

schools, seven of which had pupils in the
6th and Tth divisions, and three schools
had pupils in the 7th division, and out
of the total 48 schools_there were only.
14 pupils in the Tth division. In 1888
there were 60 schools, eleven of which
had pupils in the 6th and Tth divisions,
and out of},’uﬂy_there were only 13 pupils
in the Tth diyision. In 1889 there were
93 schools, eleven of which had pupils
in.the 6thi-and Tth divisions, with a to-
tal of only:28 pupils in the 7Tth division.
Outside of Winnipeg and St. Boniface
therg were only four pupils reported in
the 7th divisicn in 93 schools.

Even in thé divisions in whieh history
was taught the text books were the
works of French authors who were not
friendly 1o the British people or Brit-
ish institutions. A glance at the ques-
tions for the examination of teachers
will show the necessity that existed for
a change. From 1880 to 1884 the ques-
tions asked were identical. In 1880-1-2
the only question they were asked in
English history was ‘“Relate
quest of England by William the Con-
queror.” (Laughter.) In 1883 and 1884

they were asked to describe the intro- |
i jurisdiction- to hear the petitioners. But |

duction of Christianity into England,
and in 1885 the only questions in Eng-
| glish history which they were asked was
as to the death of Thomas A. Becket
and the fate of Mary Stuart. In Can-
adian - history they were asked in 1883
three .. questions only, two “relating .to
French missionaries  and the third was.
to describe .the battle of Carillon. ‘when
the French-under Montcalm, numbering
3600, defeated 16,000 English under Ab-
ercrombie.

How "does Coloniel Prior expect that

a4 nitional spirit, which, while it always
be Canadian, shall be equaily British, if
the people are to be taught from their
childhood .that the British are nothing
but a nation of oppressors. whose gov-
ernment has nothing to recomimend it
but’ the superior power of brute force,
and whoése dealiugs unto their subects
have alivays been characterized by auto-
cratie and tyrannical exactions.
(Cheers.) This has been, the effect of
the separate school system of teaching
in Manitoba, and against which the peo-
ple of Manitoba arose and said emphati-
callys—We will not permit this system
of education to continue; (cheers) these
things shall be po longer.” And their
cry. finds an echo in every loyal British
heart; apd champions throughout the
English*” speaking  world. (Renewed
cheers.)
A HFAVY BURDEN.

Another important matter was the
gréat expense which the old system was
to the country. In the course of an ad-
dress of - this character, it is impos-
sible to go into that aspect of the ques-
tion fully. - The public lands of Mani-
toba -do. not, as in British Columbia, be-
long to the province. A large portion
of reach township is reserved from
homiestead entry to the Hudson’s Bay
Company. Then there are a great num-
ber of ‘corporations which own lands ex-
enipt from ‘taxation.. The C. P. R. has
a ivery. large grant; the Hudson’s Bay

Lidnd Company, the Manitoba & North-
western: railway company and the Mani-
toba & Southwestern railway Company
have large tracts on similar terms. The
result is that the settlements are sparse
snd ‘the schools are usually far away
from the honfes of the major portion of
the children,i"some of . whom had to
travel two-and a half to three miles to
schocl, - a ‘matter fraught with much

th&@ winter time.  ‘Even with schools so
far apart, ‘gecording to a return there
were in 1893 and 1894, ovar 176 schools
in “which “the average attendance was
less than ten.. Now the burden of es-
tablishivg ‘and maintaining these schools
was a heavy one, but if this ‘proposed
law is put in’ force; under it, it will be
possible to establish two sehools in each
district, and that will make the burden
just double (hear, hear), and a greater
grievance than ever is created. Such a
state of things as that referred to was
undesirable, and it was to remedy it
that the school act of 1890 was passed

(Cheersd”
THE ACTS OF 1890.

Twe acts were passed in 1890. The
first created a department of education
and . an advisory beard -composed - of
seven membhers, four elected _by the
teachers, two appointed by the depart-
ment of education,”and 'one .. by the
University Council.  This
the power of deciding what text books
should. be nsed, what, if any, religious
exercises should be conducted  in the
schools, and it was provided. that the
schools shkould be strictly non-sectarian,
(Applause.) There was another act.

SORS.

was
enactment.

this system. 'This

the whole of the There

nominational schools, but they did mot
come under the term of public schools,
and would receive no state aid. When
that act was passed litigation was im-

the one hand and the Catholies on the
other; it was simply a contest. between
those  who favored sectarian and those

suits were commenced, one by Dr. Bar-

and one by Mr. Logan on behalf of the
Anglican church. Affidavits and evi-
dence in support of their action weze
made and given by the Archbishop of
St. . Boniface (Catholie), Professor
Bryce (Presbyterian), the .Bishop: of
Rupert’s Land (Anglican), and others,
showing that those of all denominations
who favored sectarian schools joined in
support of this contest.

That case was taken through the
courts, at last. reaching ‘the' Privy
Coyncil of England, and it was there
decided that the law of 1890 was intra
vires of the provincial legislature, and
the legislation accordingly entirely con-
stitational. .- (Applause.) - That point is
now settled beyond all controversy. The
highest judicial authority in the British
courts has pronounced in :its favor.

., «i MHE SECOND -JUDGMENT.

Affter that decision ' another: course
was taken. 'The second subsection of
this subject provides that “an appeal
shall lie to thé 'Geveérnor-General-in-
Qouticil from any act of decision of the
legislatiire of the pPovince, or of any
provincial ' authority, affécting any right
of “privilege of ‘the Protestant or Ro-
man ‘Catholic' minority of the Queen’s
subjects in relation ‘to ‘edication.” Now

the con- |

there' ¢an” be built up ‘i this' country’

Company, the Canada & Northwestern |

mediately commenced, but that litiga- e ok 10 &

tion was not, be it remembered, a con- |

test on the part of the Protestants on l
' to . make any suggestion as to-his (the Gov-

.should continue.

‘has a right to bring his case into court.

damger -in ‘a - country like Manitoba in ‘ some S

by the act of 1871 a right or privilege
was created in favor of the Protestanr
and Catholic portions o6f the commun:
ity. That act provided for a system of
sectarian schools - receiving state aid.

The. act of 1890 repealed the act of i,

1871 dnd . substituted - another.  Thelf
ques:ion was, did the enactment of the
act of 1890 affect a privilege of the
minority within the meaning of this sec-
tion? A petition was presented to the
federal government in pursuance of that
section. They referred the matter to
the supreme court of Canada for ad-
viee. The Governor-General asked
to- be advised whether as a matter of
law he had any jurisdiction to hear the
appeal under the wording of the act.
The supreme¢ court of Canada advised
him that inasmuch as the act of 1890
only repealed a former act of the same
legisiature it could not be considered
that the latter statute had taken away |
any privilege at all, and that no appeal
would lie. From that decision the pe- |
titioners took their case to the Privy|
Couneil, and that court decided that |
construing the aect technieally and
strictiy according to its lanzuage he had

the Privy Coundéil did not decide, or
find, or direct, that there was any right
or privilege existing in Manitoba which !
They did not' decide
whether the legislation of Manitoba
was, based on sound or unsound reason-
ing; they simply said: “These people
have a grievance and they have a right
to- be heard.” Now a simple way of
illustrating that point is by reference to
the practice in our: supreme court here.
Any man in this .audience has a right
to issue a writ against another man; he.

and can. compel the. judge sitting there
to hear it; but he has no right to re-
lief unless hemakes out a case. (Hear.
hear.) And that is exactly the position
of affairs on which the Privy Counci:
has decided. The petitioners can go
before the Governor-in-Council, who,
sitting as a political institution, has the
right to say whether the legislation is
good or bad

When that appeal came before the
xovernor-in-Council, however, that |
body assumed a dignity which did nor |
belong to them,- and for a purpose of
their own, they assumed to act as a
court of justice instead of a body of |
politicians. This was to give color to
the assertion they now make that they
had realHy no discretion! that although !
as statesmen and politicians they might |
see that there were the best reasons
for the legislation of 1890, yet . the
Privy Council having sajd that it af-
fected a. privilege they were bound to
restore that privilege—just as a judge
is sometimes bound to enforce a law,

is the law. This was shirking the re- |
sponsibility which the Privy Coungil
had decided rested upon them. That
court had said: “You must hear the
petition. You must investigate the
matter, and if, you find that as states. !
men a_ gross injustice has been donc |
which has no other remedy, then you .
can, if you choose, give a remedy. But |
you are not bound to do so.”

This is perfectly true from a perusal
of the following extracts of the report |
of the proceedings before the Privy
Council:

The Lord Chancellor:—‘‘All we have to :
see is what we think the jurisdiction of the
Governor-General is.”

Lord Shand:—*‘“All you can say is that,

if it does affect a right or a privilege, then
you ought to be allowed to appeéal to the
Governor-General 8o as to get redress by
juent legislation.”’
‘Lord, Watson:—*‘l am prepared to advise
the vernor-General, and decide on the '
meaning of this clause, but 'l am not pre-
pared” to relieve: him of the duty of con-
sidering how far he ought to interfere.

Lord 'Watson:—“All we have got to say is

! whether it raises such a prima facie case

|

The reasonis -existing ‘then .for that legis- |
lation were cogent and ‘pewerful rea- |

board had |
i “Their Lordships have decided that

which in effect declared that all schools '
receiving public aid should come under
practically |
, itieal ‘Comsiderations into view j i
was. nothing said about any denomins-l
tion not -having the right, if fhey chose, | jf-your appeal is a successful appeal.”
to establish” and support ' their own de- | i
" Excelency in.Ceuncil has got ‘rid of this

who favored non-sectarian schools. Two

rett, representing the Catholic church, |

that the Governor-General ought to proceed
with the appeal.”

Mr. Blake:—*“The Lord Chancellor having !
made the following statement:—“The ques- |
tion seems to me to be this—If you are |
right in saying that the abolition of a |
system of denominational education which |
was carried by post-union legislation is |
within the 2nd section of the Manitoba Act
and t 3rd sub-section of the other, if it
applies, then you say there is a case for
the jurisdiction of the Governor-General and
that is all we have to decide.”

Mr. Blake replied:—That is all your Lord-
ships have to decide. What remedy he
shall propose to apply is quite a different !
thing.

Mr. Ewart in finishing his argument said: |
“Before closing I would like to say a word i
or two 'as to what we are asking. As it
has been already remarked, we are not |
asking for any declaration as to the extent
of the ‘relief to be -given-by the Governor- 1
General.  'We merely ask that it should be
held that he. has jurisdiction. to hear our\
prayer, and to grant us. some relief if he |
thinks proper to:'do So. |

In their judgment their Lordhips say:— |
the
Governor-General-in-Council has jurisdiction
and ‘that the appeal is well 1ounded, but
the particular course to be pursued must be
determined by the authorities to whom it
has been committed by the statute.”

{

Lord MacNaghten:—“We axe a “judicial
body, and he is -not sitting as a judicial

“Lord Shand:—“If the appeal is before ‘the
governor- would he be entitled to take pol-

Mr. Blake:—‘Doubtless.”’
Lord Shand:—*“That is what you get into

Mr. Blake:—*In my conception after His

preliminary question and by the light that
the Courts of Justice throw upon the con-
struction ‘of ‘the statutes has found that
there -is @ case for entertaining an appeal
he proceeds to deal with thiat ex 'necessi-
Qolitical sense, because what
is to be ‘done?”
Mr. -Blake:—I do not ask your Lordship

‘ernor General’s) action; which I conceived
from" the beginning is political. He -is to
be instruct ds “to 'the law; and then his
action and the .action of the parliament
will carry the thing out.”

Mr. Blake:—‘“The question whether upon
the whole acting" in their political
capacity, ~the Privy Council believes
that they ought not to act, or to act
in what we may consider a lame and half
hearted way, or to go the whole. length of
our demand, is no part of the question, 1
have to submit to your Lordships.”’

A FALSE PRETENCE.

Never let it be said again in the city
of -Victoria during this election that the
government  were forced - to act.
{Cheers.) They were forced to = do
nothing. (Renewed cheers.) They
are trying to throw - their responsibility
on the shoulders of the Privy Council
instead of assuming it themselves. (Ap-
plause.). They now come and say: ‘“The
Privy Council ordered us to give this re-
lief.” The Privy Council did nothing
of the kind. (Applause.) :

As to the arguments brought against
this legislation. This relief, which “the
Dominion government were asked at
the time ‘to give, predicated that where
once legislation of that character has
been enacted in a province, it can
never be repealed. That would be
truly an astonishing statement; an ex-
traordinary state of things. It could
never ‘have been the intention of the
B. N. A. Act that such a state of
things should exist. As Chief Justice
Strong’ said: “The presamption of

| of
; vears afterwards another bill of rights
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consumption in  grown
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Yost Power, Nervous Debility,
Failing Manhood, Secret Di-
seases, caused by the errors
and excesses of youth.

Young, middle-aged or; old
men,suffering from the effects s -
of follies and excesses, restored to health; mia
hood and vigor.

Price $1.00, 6 boxes for $5.00. Sent by mail
securely sealed. . Write for-our book, * Start'{::i
Facts,”” for Men only, tells you how to get
and stay well.
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(Mention  this paper.) - :

the inherent right of every legislature
to repeal its own laws should alwiys be
kept in view, and should always be sct-
ed upon by courts of justice. % B
snd the presumption is So strofig in
opinion that in “this particula
does not give  the right of
The Chief 'Justice was overd
the Privy Council -in’ this latie:
but-he was-not-everruled in the fo

Mr. Bodwell then proceeded to review
the grounds upon which the appeal to
.he government was based. So far as
rezards the contended treaty rights of
sc.oools, it would be interesting: to re-
fer to a matter of history. In 1869
after Governor William . MeDonugail
was sent to Manitoba, and  after fhe
provisivnal government was established
by I.ouis Riel. the. Dominion = gavern-
ment appointed representatives to go to
Manitoba and explain to the people how
the government intended to govern the
country. That commission arrived ar
Winnipeg early in 1870. -~ A great pub-
lic meeting was held and delegates ap-
pointed to draw up a bill of. rights,
which was afterwards sent to Ottawa.
and which fermed the foundation of the
compact by which Manitoba afterwards
came “into confederation. In that bill"
.of rights, from beginning to end, there
was no mention of Separate schools.
(Applause.)* The Riel government glso
formulated a bill of rights,  but that '
government was never recognized'b,v the
autherities, and consequently the bill of
rights was mot received. Still, in that
document, there was no mention made
separate uschools. Some twenty

came to light which had some reference
to separate schools, but  there is 4
doubt as to the authenticity of the do-
cument. At all events the bill of
rights which was accepted had no such
mention; neither had that prepared by
the Riel government, but which was not
received.
faets, it is perfect folly to talk abomt
the treaty rights of the Roman Catho-
lies, for mno such rights ever existed
(Applause.)

It is also folly:to assert that the Pub-
lic School Act of 1890 creates Protest-
ant schools; it does nothing of the kind.
The legislature has declared that the
schools shall be neither Protestant or
Catholic. =~ Even as to religions exercis-
es. prescribed: any parent can notify the
teacher that he does not wish
his child to attend .them, and
in that event he must be dis-
missed before such. exercise  begin.
It is a positive _enactment -that the
schools shall be strictly non-sectdrian.
(Cheers.)  The only, religious teaching is
a passage from the Scripture, either the
Donay or the authorized version, and a
prayer that was prescribed by the On-
tario' school act. It is .a noteworthy
fact that Archbishop Lynch, head of the
Roman Catholic church in Ontario, did
not object to this prayer, and it was a
subject for congratulation among the
denominations: that they had at least
all agreed on a form of prayer to be
used in the schools. (Applause.) = Yet
it is said that that is a form of religious
instruction ‘to which the Catholies can-
not -subseribe. A convincing answer to

that is the fact that thirty-seven of the =

French Catholic = districts have volun-
tarily "come in ander the act and adopt-
ed  its provisions. (Cheers.) It was
also said that this statute practically
confiscates the school - property of the
Catholic districts, but the. facts are ;
against that. It was proved that svhile
in those sections of the French districts
tl;e schools only had about $6000. w:

of school property, vet when they came
in under the act they beean i
possessors with the Protestants

So that, in view of all the j



