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w lcome t9it, I am éure. I was an old woman—
sixty and upwards—when my husband died, We |t
bave never been rich, but we'd got on comfort-

Portey.

B e
DAME NATURE.

miybe, but never feeling it much until Solomon,
hie fell sick, and then it took all we had saved to
carry him throtighi his sickness. After he was
gone, I had to take tlie burden of providing a liv-
ing all on my own sliodlders, which I'd seen the
time that I could heve done it easy, but now 1 wnsl
an ol wo.nan, and in grief, too, which made it all |

Men say she is a priestess, stern and fair,
Perfect with beauty, and ensphered with calm ;

Ter rapt eyes lifted heavenward, unaware e

OF discord in Creation’s happy psalin,

I know her as a kindly, ancient dame,

Benign and garrolous through all the year ; the Karder.

Full of content, amid all change the same, the shops, and it was that I had to depend upon,

wouldn’t feed more than a dozen as hungry as you

“ably with pinching a little here and a little there fand I will be when we get home, would it, Dando ?[ '
But for all that, it must have !u-cry r‘nvnm f.or some- | ' made-up story, which he thought of because
body's dinner, because, you sce, it is stuffed very he wouldi't secm (0 offer me charity, snd I
toothsomely, and roasted with greatcare, Lshould 3. g i in my heatt for his generous
So Dando, you thief, yon must go back and yhuehifulness.
pay for what you have taken, and promise never aud in a minute opt he came, looking so plea
to do so any more, or you'll break your master's scd and bright and siiling, and gave a mar
Do you hear. you ket basket wto my haol

1 had alway$ done some sewing for | rascal ¥ [bim but b: wouldn’t Liear & wordl.

|

ing ? Mercy upon us ! what can they have given home, and now a (riend has invi't(ed me to go
out of town with him, and I don’t know what

hat chicken to'make it grow so very siiall ? It|

ay.

heart by your bad beliavigr.

'J“lmugh he was half-langhing all the time, he

Gladdening the seasons with her great good 1,40k being a good deal broken down, and my seemed sorry, too, and tried to make Dando take

cheer.
now as | had once, and [ fell to worrying a good 1

No go ldess, Iofty in fi lelity, ; & o
2 0 deal about what was going to betbtive of me when |

But busy, happy, friendly with all men ;

Wiew and loquacious, innocently free, S e ‘ !
provide, 1 used to tell myself svery now and then,

and for a little while I would feel comforted, but
the 61 | worrittient kept coming back, bard as I

Telling of what shall be and what has been, |
: . |
She has unnumberad secrets in her care ; |

evesight failing, I eouldn’t get along with work some money in Lis thouth, but the dog hung dewn

his head and wouldn’t do as he was bid.
'

Mind, sir, said the young man, still laughing in |
S |

1 was past working altogether. ‘The Lord will a pleasant sort of way. Ilow do: you know Ilfu.t lslrnk, s pourd of tm, Lesides frmit—apples
some poor womah did not whrk hard for that Lili- ., i

1 bid you, and pay for what you have taken.

[to do with the artitles T Bonght, "
do me the favor of tuking them off ray hands ?

things off my hunds Le msisted. sred hurried
away, oot ] should thak bim in wpite of all
lie snid

Would you

1 knew just as well as could Le that that was

Lle ran off into a shop, then,

I tried to thank

It is 1 that have 1o thank you for taking the

When I got bome, 1 fonrd two loavea of
bread in the basket, a aitton chop, n slice of

. and oranges —su b us | had hot tasté

&
putian bird ? For shame, Dando !  Go back, as! . for many a day, * It seembdiae if this sup-

ply had come 1o me like the manna with

possible. T was in such a tremble that T conld
lnnﬂy get to the door lo"’Téi fhem in, bat §
did someliow, and the young woman put Ler
arms right around my neck, snd kissed rae, e
if she had known me all her life.

You dear darling old lady, who saved my
brother's life, she said, erying and erying, and
what conld I do but ery’for company, wntil
ihe young man he says :—

Now. vou silly women, this isn't cheerful
in tLe lenst  Langhing inbe tor than erging.
any day, ien't it, Dando 2 And Dahdo nodded
his head, unl lovked as knowing s8 if be re-
ally thought it was

I'm glad you got Joff safe, sir, 1 said. I
linve been worrying about you ever since last
night,

That i3 because you have such a kind, mo~
therly heart, says the young man ; and if it
hadn 't been for your huving sach a heart, I
fenr [ should have fared badly last night.—
Nelly and | couldn't>go awsy witliout coming
to tell you about it, and thank you for your

She screens her mysterics with sound and sight ;

Yet half reveals their meaning cvery where,
And hints it in the sunsets every night.

She is a tender mother in the'spring ;
She pets each little leaf and blade of grass ;

She teaches brooks and rivers how to sing,

And loads the winds with Llessings as they pass.

And not less tender when the weary year
Lies Jown and dies amid the withered leaves ;
5" hath no more the treasnrss held so dear,

tried not to be distrustful to the Lord’s prommses
I knew about the *Home,’ but it took a bundred
| dollars to be adwmitted here, and it might as well
| have been a hundred thousand for any chance I
! had of ever getting 10 much ahead. Still I kept
I thinking a good deal about it, dnd pretry often,:
when I carvied my work home, I used to make it
:in wmy way (o pass here, for the sake of looking up
' at_the windows ; all so pleasant and peaceful like,
that 1 couldn’t help feeling a drawing toward (Le
place.

Then I thought it was time for me to speak, hav- | which God fed the Israclites in the wilder-|friendliness. You see, I hnd drawn qrite a
ing been too dazed-like before  So T said : Don't |ness, und after that I kept on more than ever Inrge sum from the bunk yesterday, and had ic
mind about the chicken, sir. T have got the gravy caliing the ;_'n\n}»«l young mun.my youn; gentle. ‘hlvy(lul me lnst |||g|{!. It was. in 't:.cl. ul.l l.lmt
left, and that will make a nice relish for the pota- | M#", and fiuding C""‘l’f“""“l“l’ in my lonelie Nelly atd I have in l,i"' world. That villian,

b o ciner after all | Pess whenever l suw Lim pass. whom you saw-fellowing me, must hiave fuufxd
toes s o, 1 éimil, reake & vory maoditiumes dflec 8l When spring came, things did’ut get any out abont the money somehow, though I'm
better #ith me, bt rather worse. My sight oure I don’t know Low. -After you bad left
. 5iis was groewing dimmer. and my fingers so trem- | me, I met a policeman emoking a cigar, and
gravy ate all you have left for your Thanksgiving ) Lly that I eouldi't -et the slitches xo nice as asked him to give mea Wght. While we both
dinner ? tbey ought to have becn, and 1 kepr gett stopped for that [ contrived to 1 t him kuow

Not all, sir. There’s a bit of thef loaf left yet,| conrser work a- d poorer pry ;80 that, instead that there was scme one bebind me—tlie mun
aud it's a very nice gravy, so | shall do’ wvll’uf laying up morey, it was all | could de to was ho where in .-41-_"!.| then, Izn.swv- r—who
enough without the chicken, and please don't scold | get along, sid the prospeet of cofhing to the mizht b= xorth looking siter. hen | went

Do-you mean, my gool woman, says the young
man, as pleasant spoken as ever, that potatoes and l

3

w

} But all this time T was failing, and had pains in
my head and shoulders, sothat 1 couldn’t do a
great deal of sewing now ; and what T did, when

Yet keeps her quiet patience, while she grieves

Daily, in trastful, kind simplicify,

|
A ‘arried it Lo > ce-it di #uit 80 we
Siwe shows to men her beaaty 's excellence; I carried it home, I could sce it did not suit so well |

former) . s thi ¢ more "
Willing that every human soul should see as |m||.n rly, which set me thinking n’()n than
ever of a time soon to come when I could get no
wotk todo. Then I felt as if I must certainly
begin to save something to take me to the ‘Ilome.

First of all [ left off getting my bit of meat ﬁ‘r}

Upon her happy fice God's evidence.

Alike to poor and rich, to dull and, wise,
She gives -her flowers, ber
brecze;

sunshine, and ber

In every nook she hides some fair surprise,
And leaves no spot anloved on lands or seas. | go without my tea, though that scemed the hard-
_ est thing I could have done, unless it had been to
Woull that we all, like her, in rare good- will, “wive up eating altogether. 1 was but a poor crea-
Made 100w for"all things in our sympathy titre at the best; and without n# tea it seemed as
Content to labor patiently until

God'smessage, through our lives,is full and free. '

if 1 was poorer than ever, and less alle to ;:ME
With all iny saving, semehow 1 couldu’t

get anything aliead, which it all went for rent and |

along.
—T Harper's Magaziv.e for February,

: vi;ntsrez;in;{ Gale,

AN OLD LADY’S STORY.

¢oal and \lningﬂ_. and I working the best 1 could,
and lslng oh Lread and potatoes) and drinkingy
water, which, though it's a good thing, because

3od made it, was never made to suit the stomachs
of old ladies, my dears. Still Ftried hard to keep
from compldltilng, and if in my weakness I did
murmur a little sometimes, I would set myseli to
| count up my forgotten mercies afterwards ; and,
truly, whatever the list of our miseries may be, if

BY LOUISE 8. DORR.

_ You must 20 to see the *O'd Ladies’ 1lome' sai
my friend, as we were putting on our bonnets to
£0 out,

It was my first visit to P’ , and sight-seeing
was, of course, the one thing of importance un-
der such circumstances. A street car tovk us
ilhiu a few dvots of the place. It was not a
aeneral visiing day, but wy friend knew one of
the inmates, and her inquiry for Mrs. Cady gained ,
us prompt admittance. Up two flights of broad,
wasy stairs, following the direction given us Ly
one of the matrons, across a long kall, and on to
the corner room on the right, we proceeded. My
fo%ad knocked lightly a the door, and we heard
a cheery “Come in"” in reply.

I must confess that until now I had felt some re-
Juctance to making this visit, Ordinarily 1 do
vot enjoy sight-seving where men and women
wake a part of the spectacle, I have an impres-
sion that at hospitals and asylums “visiting days”
st Le days of trial to the inmates ; that it can-
not be at all pleasant for them to be put on ex-
hibition, so to speak, for the inspection of all
who my care for the show. Such being my feel-
ings, it was with some reluctance, as I have said,
that I passively fell in with friend’s plan for this
patticular afternoon.  But that cheery *Come in”
scemed to place the call on the footing of a friend- |
ly visit, and I entered gladly. It was a phasant fork 1 tried it with went clean through the meat,
room, bigh and airy, with two large windows, | % I knew it would be soft and tender. I put the
through one of which the rich afterncon sunstine  fowlon the table in old flowered platter that I had
was streaming. The apartment .was nicely and when'l first went to housc-keeping, but soméchow
even richly furnisheid.  The carpet was thick and , I #pilled a bit of the gravy on to the stove, which

The sofa, Degan to scorch, and make the room cloudy and

we reaily give our minds to off setting it with a
column on the other side of the acconnt, the bal-

ance is sure fo be on the side of the blessings.

W hen Thanksgiving Day came around, | was
ne richer than at the beginning of the year, which
was the time when I began trying to save money.
Just for that day, though, it scemed as if 1 must
give mysell a bit of a treat. I fult sich a longing
for stuffed chicken that [ could not deny mysell
that much indulgence, in memory of the Lountiful
Thanksgiving that I recalled in thé past.

So I went to the market and picked out the
smallest spring-chicken I could see. I was all of a
"tremble while it was being weighed, for fear it

would come to more money than I could pay. It
was a great relief when I foand I could really buy
it, and my heart sung for joy whilst I was carrying
it home. Itook great care wih the stuffing, and
minded the basting of my poor littie fowl ag if it
had been a fat turkey for a grand diuner, Tt
seemed the longest while in cooking, and I was im-
patient as a child that has uever learned low to
wait for things, though in my sixty years and wvp-!
wards, [ had practised enough upon that lesson to
have got it by heart, as one might think,

The chicken was nicely done at last, and the

soft, and died in vich, warm tints
rocking, and easy chairs were cushioned in crim- unwholesome with smoke, and T had to open one
son Lrocatelle, “The bed was neatly made, and of the windows to l"'t out the bad air, It was in
dressed in white, Everything about the room l!uc basement f)f a poor tenement house that I :
gave the impression of ease and comfort, so that I : lived and the window faced the streer. Do you!
was charmed at once. i believe it, my dears, that while [ was in the pan-

What a delightful place itis! Ishould like to ‘5 cutting a slice of bread, meaning to sit down
live here mysell, T said. fo dinner as soon as that was done, in jumped a
dog at the window, and though I heard him, and
ran out as fast as [ conlil, be got off with my chicken
| before 1 could stop him ¥ felt fit to cry, and was
so weak that I trembled all over, bit I followed
after the dog and saw him go down the street after !
a nicely-dressed young man, that called out as
soon as he saw him : —

Dando! Why, Dando! That is what the

Yes, assented Mrs, Cady, who, with her peace-
ful face and cheerful manner, was by no means the
leant pleasant-looking ohject present, we are as
h:\ppy here as queens, 1 didn't use to look for-
ward to spending my old age so comfortably, l(]
is of the Lord’s mercy that the way was openel
for my coming here,

Dando, who didu't mean to do anything out of
the way,

It is kind of you to take Lis part, and he is very
Will you

show me where you live, my good-woman ? ‘Dando

much ashamed of himself, 1 am sure.

may have to be put on trial for kis misdem#anor,
|

and I want to know how it all happened.

Ob, yes! Come this way a litfle. It is in the ple for fear thé shop would be shut up, and 11
divner, and afier thatFgave tip vs ng butter with basement there, where the window is open.  The wanted the pay tor my work very mu b Lut | Chiarley ! «nid Nell

think he could belp it, sir,

Ile wmust contrive to learn a lesson from it, how-
ever. I hope you may enjoy
your dinner in spite of Dando,

Good-day, now !

1 hurried back, then, thinking the - potafoes
would be getting cold, and sat down o eat wj
dinner after 1 had shut the window. I did niiss
the chicken, that is trae, but not so muchsomehow

1t secmed

Hlome’ was us fur awry 08 ever
| prowi-e,

|Bumeway, us i1 this wus my Lid of
Pand I—u poor, wenk; 611 lsruelite—working
aod trying to ger & footing here, Lt €1hout
much bope of ever entering the wislicd for
rost,

One night it was later than usu#l #lien T
took my work home, Ltirrying ns fist as possi-

my bread, and last of all, I made up my “#ind to dog must have smelt the chicken, and Idon't I was too late. nid had to po back s I wentd

te ling dongea {a little bat trying to keep up
my spitits with a verse I remembered—

“God is the refuge of Lis saints,
! When storing of sharp distress invade §

Ere we can offer our con

mts,
Beho'd him present with Ilis aid.”
When I ean e cpjosite to%the *Iome "—
which I had tuken in my way, I stopped a

on s if | suspected nothing, but sl the time,
keeping on my gunrd nesinst a sudden atiach
"AL Inst i un ily lighted street pretty weil
townrd the upper end of the city, the man
#prang upon me, Lut I threw him off, snd at
{ the same moment the polieeman pounced ups
on him; and the villain wus cairied off to the
station houge,

And so. yon dear, 7t~ was you that saved
hiftgsig me again ;
Yes, rays licr Lrofhef, Netly and 1 owe you
better thanks than ein be put into words.—
' Now we want 1o krow how 1ou nre getting
Hlong.  You e make befieve that we are
| your little git} énd’ boy, and- teil us jost us

|1 we were,

| Then, somehow, wihout feavivg: to he
| drawis into tefling wbowt i, they coaxed it all
cout of m+.  How poor | wa<, and bow dw

trust‘ul about being wblevto t: ke care of miy

forthinking of the pleasant-spoken young man, minute tolook up at the windows, und 5ome gt in the years to come, and Tiow much [
Pretty soom there came some one knodking at my ONe walked quickly by me, whem on lookmg | wighed 1o suve op money enonghjlo admit me ’

1 door, and, when I opened-it, thers #as a colored

man carrying a heavy basket, which was covered
over with a white cloth.

Be you the woman that had a chicken stdlen ?
asks the man. And when 1 maid, Yes,
shioved the busket incide, and Here's y=r din-
ner; muny, ays fie, and there's a load of conl
uwcmimgto cock it with, Then before |1
could think of 8 word to say, off he went again,
grinning and looking as Lappy as if he'd lad
a fortune left htm  Ft @as ill 80 unexpected
that [ did not heow what to do with myself,
So I sat down and cried a little.—Then 1 took
off the eloth to sée what was in the basket, and
a sight to blesya hungry woman's eyes it was,
you may be sure chickens—they hadn't any~
thing given them to make them grow small
— and mince pics, and plum cakes, and two
paper parcels with tea and sugar in them, and
a litile serap of papery with Dando’s cowpli-
menta written on it,  The load of con) came
preity soon aftetwiirds, and I don’t believe any
body In all the citg kept that Thank-giving
Day more thankluily than T did.

Well, afier that I used to see the pleasants
faced young man pass once in a while, and |
gotin the way of cal ing bim—agll to mysclf
you know—my young gentlertitfi, and spme
how, the sight of bhim seemed always to be
company for me in my loceliness  Once or
twice, w “an Fhappned to be at the witidow,

| he lioked up. and bowed, and shook his fist at

Dando, who wus always with Lim, as il to res

mind me of whav the dog bad done, though!

there was no danger of my forgetting that, from
thinking 8o much of what had ¢ ‘me out of it*

The winter that followed was.a pretiy hard
one for poor folks. Kvery thing, and especi-
ally coal pud flour, were luyh, and there wore
a good many daysthat 1 did not know where
the next day's food was coming from. Ore
such time in particular | remember 1 had to
go out towards evening for something,
when walking down W Street, 1
my young man,. I was going right on,
stopiwd and spoke to me as pleasant as he
conld be.

How do you do? says he. And T hope
Daodo dosen't trouble you by “repeating his
old tricks, does he ?

And I euid Ob, no, sir, thank you! And
the best that I could do the tears would come

{into my vyes ut the thought that Dando would

huve to hunt pretty sharp to find anything
like food to steal in my poor room now.

I'm glad Dando is on hix good Lebhavior
says the young man, then, and I'm glad I hap

[<ita story 2 Tell me about it please —that is,
3 vou doe IR T ehitrentid! young man said, langhing-like, and very pleasant
3 . Y g,
It isonty an old woman's story, and maybe it spoken : Just give an account of yourself, sir.

wour't interest you much, but such a3 it is, you "‘_" Whose Thanksgiving diuner have you been Meal-l

vened to meet you, 100, becanse I 1hink you
will be good enpugh to help me out of - an uns
pleasant dilemma. 1 have-just bought a mne

after him, 1 knew to be my young gentleman

to the *Old Ludies [ome.” ‘Hie young mau

mincte or so afterward a rofdgh looking ! geked me then :—

man, with the villuin in his face a3 plain a8
day, followed him ; and it eame cver me in a
minute that he meant some wischicf to the

not knowing what ¢kse to do my oll hones ach-
ing, you may be sure with the tramp they led

Do you think

i Home 7’

| And'I says:

you f\ould be happy at the

h yes! llapper theré tl'~u

'® gocd young man. DI'k-pt on ati-r the two, ' anywhere clae

Well,' we will «fe mhat can
1f Nelly and | were goicg 1o slay

And he say«:

b+ done.

me, for they were guick walkers both of 4, P — | you el uld come and live with u-,
th m. At List the good ycurg man "l"l'PL“l’hut we are going West to live, We shou'd

ai a street corner to spenk 10' some one, and

'ha\‘e started this morning, but for what hap-

the other stopped to look ints a ~hnp winlovv“lppm.l last night.
8

. but all the time kevping an eye on my young
‘gentlemar, T heir® felt a8 il the time had

to be given  So I welked-up to the bad look
ing man, and put out my havd, as if [ was a
beggar a~king alms, and be cursed 1ne, and
tdd fite (o get out of the wuy, wlich 1 was
unly too glad 1o do, being in a Lurry to reach
my yourg gentleman, wlio was just turning
away from the fricvd h» was taiking wih.
When I came up to him, I jut out my band
Just as 1 did to the other, but, instead of ask
ing a'ws, [ said : —

Don't look arovnd now, siry hut “fFbre's o
man following you that I i(rar mesns to do
.yuu harm.

1 think you and I are old friends, are we
not 2 enid the young mun, in that pl- asant voice
I bad minded before.

Yon are yery goud to say so,and it’s a guod
|frie'-d you bave been to me, 1 took on to be
{# beggur-woman 8o that the man bebind there
mizht not think strange of my speaking to you
nud I do hope, sir, you will liave a care of your
self.

Thank you, my good wom:n, for your friend
ly warning 1 wi'l cer
! but just tokeep up appearances, you kiuow tic
beggar must have her peuny.

I snid I didn’t want to take anything from
him, but he put some money in my hand, and

and [ 1 went on my way down another street, by
1 melf wiich I could reach home easi'y, though loth
snt he i (g 10,0 sight of thy young” man, for I felt as

much trouble by his danger as if he belonged
tn me in some way, instead of being 8o much
a stranger thet I did not even know Lis name.
I couldn’t sleep much that nizht for thinking
of him, aud (he next morning, when I sut down
to my rewing, I lookéd out of the winlow so
often, hoping to see him pass, that my work
did not get on at all.

By and by th-re comss a earringe with o
aentleman, and lady, and a dog inside, and
there was my young gentlentan gelting out of
ihe carrfaze, and helping out the ludy, and
Daodo frisking at his hecbs, Tl Lady Llooked
tor all the world, with hier plensant fare and

ton chop aud some other things to cairy

inaghing Llue eses like the young . wan, m d
both of them lovkcd us govd eud bandsome gy

J
vly be on my guard

Well, the end of it all was that the goot¥
yyoung man puidj the woncy for my eomin,”.

R o S lam 2L 0 > " .
come for me to give my warning, if it was'ever here, and ‘urnished this rocm fur me all #8 i€

I were a quecn, instend of only a poer’old wo-
man.  And there’s never a Thaukgiving, nor
a Christmas, nor 8 New Yem but some token
comes to me from my young g=ntleman and his
dear sister.  God bless them a: d reward them
for frall!

To this prayer of the dear old ludy my heart
gave a silent amen.  As she gave the story to
me, I have given it to you. Muy tis influedce
finfluence it have, be in the iuterest of char? y
innd kindlivcss of 1o .r1 !
——ee————

Evitorr vs. Lawvers —1bhe’“Naslua
Telegraph snys: “So far e8 our cbeervation °
goes newrpaper men make the best platforms
ard lawyers the worst  The «xplanation is
ensy. LThe lormer il truined at ull, dve tra
«d to put things as an arros goes *o its mark.
I'lie latier do so much skirmishing the mark is
often lost sight of entircly A short, simple-,
seutentions platfrn is the article warted.
tlalf & & zen resolutions of six lives each are
enough to express the ereed of uny man, should
lie live a thonsand years.”

That dey ends whether the Frenchoian was
vizht who swid thie use of language wa¥ 1o con-
ceal thought.

’

-

Never chase a i, Let it alone aud it will
rurtiitsell to dewth. ¥ ean work vut & peod
ehuracter mucly faster than snyone can 1ié me
out of it,

Men are frequently like tea, the r-al strength
and gooduess ure not properly drawn out of
them uotil they have been for a sl (i
hot water,

in

A liLle Danbury eirl when ask-d by her
mother abhut suspicious livide bites in the
sides of a doken chvice applos, anwwered Pe--
haps, mamma, Ly have been frost Litten, it
wus 80 cold Iast vight.  Tie mother retrested.

A gentlemad was int
o recently aond nddr-ss

lad

Where 0, you live wlivn you
wen seg ,4:!,. HW Lea I aw e Loldie L e
theres




