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LORD STRATHCONA

Whom we had never need to be ashamed, and in
whose hands the welfare of Canada was safe
Had we known how near the end was, how so. .

he wonld pass away and leave behind an empt-
place, hard to fill—we would have regarded him
with even greater interest. But there was no
sign of failing powers. He seemed hale and
hearty as ever. We had not the faintest idea
that he was giving his last reception. It is a
pleasure to reveal the picture of the old man,
full of years and of honors, surrounded by his
fnends, enjoying the fruits of a life of labor
the object of respect and good will of all classes'
of the people. His position seemed ideal. The
years of strife and controversy and bitterness
had been left far behind. The possessor of
great wealth, the occupant of a high office, the
trusted counsellor of governments, wielding an
enormous influence, honored through the whole
extent of the Empire, the closing period of his
life was a fitting climax to a career which from
the beg;nning had moved steadily forward and
upward. It is safe to say that, considering his
origin and experience, he was in a cla<w by him-
self. There were none like him. He was not
and did not claim to be a perfect man. The
hostile critic could find much which might serve
as a basis for attack. He was not, in the tech-
nical sense of the term, either a moral or social
reformer." There was very little of the dema-

gogue or the radical in his composition. He was
by temperament a conservative. He bowed to
the established order and had no sympathy with
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