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Only ci^ht d-ws nfter pMlinij ivith Vanroiivcr,

Gray discovered' Biilfimth's ll;irl)nr, lif-tv/ren llie

moulh of tlic Coliimlii:\ and llie Strait of Fuca, and

remained tlirec days in it. On tlie lltli May, 179-2,

the day after lie left BiilP-.eU's Harbor, he saw, to

use his own words, "the entrance of our desired

port," and in a few hours was nncliorrd in " a lar<;e

river of fresh water," as he terms it, to wliieh he

gave the name of the Coluiubia. He remained in

the river nine days, and sailed, as he stul.^s, more

than twenty miles up the channel from the liar at

its entrance. Thus was verified the rtMijectuic of

Heecta, who, seventeen years berore, saw an

openinjr in the coast, which on the S[i luish maps

was called the river St. Roc. Meares and Van-

couver had asserted, in the most positive manner,

their conviction lliat no such river existed; yet

when the fact was clearly ascertained by Cnpuiin

Gray, who had <;iven copies of his charts to Cluad-

ra, the Spanish commander at Nootka, Vancouver,

havius; procured copies from the latter, sent Lieu-

tenanr I'rouirhton to examine the river, and take

formal possession of it. Hrouo;hton not only per-

formed Itoth these services, but, for the purpose of

earning for himself the reputation of a discoverer,

he laliined, in his account of his expedidon, to

rob ("aiituin Gray of the merit of discovering the

river, by the unworthy device of drawins; a dis-

tinction' between the bay in which it deoouches

and the upper part of the 'stream Public opinion

has rejected this unmanly attempt; and Captain

Gray is admitted by all fair-minded me.i to have

been the first person who entered the river and

solved the doubt which had loiiij; prevailed with

rei^nrd to its existence, while Vancouver, twelve

days bifore the discovery, h<.d not hesitated to

deny, "n the strength of his own jiersonal exam-

ination, made "under the most favorable cir-

cumstances of wind and weather," to use his own
Ian?-iia','e, that no such irreat river existed. This

attempt on the part of Hrouijhton is the more

unmanly, frni.i the fact that he actually entered

the month of the Columbia with the aid of Gray's

chart. I am disposed to acquit Vancouver, in a
j

j;reat degree, from all parlicipati<in in lh<(idiuni of

this act. The account of the examination of the

Columbia by Hroii'j:hton. contained in Vancouver's

Journal, thoui^di in the Iaii2;ua2;e of the latter, is,

in fact, a report made by Brouiihtoii, the coni-

inander of tli- party, as may be seen l)y reference

to the Journal, volume 3, pa:re K"). Vancouver
mori; than once recognises Gray distinctly as the

discoverer of the Columbia. At ]ku!;c 383, volume

•2, he expresses the hope that he may be able, in

his route to the somhward, to " re-examine the

coast of New Albion, and paiiicularly a river and

tirrsiiienn bo!» aiitl extensive rivers, witli safe and ennve-

niciit piiit^. Tlu's.' idias, nut riiTivcd from any s^ourcc of

sul)-liinnal iiiliiiriiatiiin, li;ive, it i-i inndi to 1)0 feared, heen

ailciplcd I'nr the s(r|c iiurposc of civini unlimitiil credit to

tlie tradiliiiiis mid cxpliiil* of amiciit foiriu'iii'is, and to un-

dcrvaliii'tlie lalinriiiu-' and cntcrprisins exertions of our own
coiitilrjmen ni tlie ludilc science of ditcovcry."—/6W.,

pa'je .'»'(.

Captain firav, it appear?, liad also made discoverie.s ns

hi'-li as the Morlliirii l"iMiid:irv of the tcrriliiry in dl.pinc,

nnd oven lieycind it. Vanciinvei says; " lie liad also en-

tered aiimlicr inli't to llie nnrtliward, in latitndr .11' '.W, in

wliicti \\r had sailed to tie' liititnih' Df-'iB", without discover-

ing its trriniintlon."'— f'lV , pa^i' 4:t.

'i'his was pri)|ialp|y what is now linnwn ni the Portland

rannl. I havit not ajluded to this fad in llie tixl, though it

rests on Van-'oiivcr's rcimrt of KrayM ftiiieincsiL

n harbor discovered by Mr. Gray, in the Colum-

bia, bctwe.:ii ih" 4(ith and 47lh degrees of north lat-

itude, of which Senor Cluadra had favored me with

a sketch." At paje 39.1, same volume, he savs

he directed that " Mr. Whidbey, i.dting one of the

Discovery's boats, should pro-ced in the Daedalus

to examine Gray's Harbor, said to be situated in

latitude 46° .'J3', whilst the Chatham and Discov-

ery explored the river Mr. Gray had discovered in

the latitude of 4GO 10-."

The explorations o Vancouver, though they re-

sulted i ii a minute and critical examination of the

.shores of the Strait of Fuca, led to the discovery

of no new territory; and it is e. singular fact, that

while this naval officer of Gr< at I'-ilairi, himself

an accomplished navigator, furnishi i with all the

means of making scientific investigations, was pur-

suing the examinations which were the great pur-

pose of his expedition. Captain Gray, in a trading

vessel, and in the prosecution of commercial ob-

jects alone, discovered the only two important

openings, the Columbia river and Bullinch's Har-

bor, on the northwest coast, from the 40th to the

48Lh parallel of latitude, where Vancouver, after

the most critical survey, had discovered none.

It is indeed an extn'iordinary circumstance that

the existence of all the great inlets in the coast, to

which Great Britain now lays claiiri on the ground

of discovery, was strenuously denied by the navi-

gators in her public service, until those inlets were

discovered and made known by others. We have

seen what Vancouver said in relation to the coast

between the 40lh and 48th parallels of latitude. On
the 2-Jd of March, 1778, Captain Cook was in lati-

tude 48° 15', inspecting the coast. The promonto-

ry of Classet, (or Cape Flattery, as he denomina-

ted it,) the southern cape at the entrance of the

Strait of Juan de Fuca, was in full view, and but

a few miles distant. Hear what he says in rela-

tion to the stmit:
" It is in this very latitude where we now were

' that geographers have placed the pretended Strait

' of Jiutn de Fuca. But we saw nothing like it;

' nor is there the least probability that any such

'thin" ever existed."

—

Cook's Third Voyage, ool.

2, J).
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Now, however, Great Britain claims the whole

strait and the adjoining country by Vancouver's

discovery, though he himself admits (as we shall

see) that the Siiaiiiards had surveyed and mapped
a portion of it before he arrived on the northwest

coast.

In the letter of the British Plenipotentiary, Mr.
Pakeiih:im, of the '29th of July last, the following

passage will be found at page 67, documents ac-

companying the President's Message:
" In 179-2, Vancouver, who had been sent from

' Enirland to witness the fulfilment of the aboye-
' mentioned cnc^asiemcnt, [the restitution of build-

' ings, (^;c., at INootka, which, as has already been
' seen, were not to be found,] and to effect a survey
' of the northwest coast, departing from Nootka
' Sound entered the Straits of Fuca; and after

' an accurate survey of the coasts and inbts on
' lioth sides, discover:Hl a passage northwards into

' ' the Po<,ific, by which he returned to Nootka,
' having thus circumnavigated the island which
' now bears his name. And here we have, as far

' as relates to Vancouver's Island, as complete a
• case of discovery, exploration, and settlement, aa

J


