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REPLY OF HIS EXCtLLENCY, EARL GREY,

Governor Ghneral of Canada.

Vou, jiciitlciix-ii, rcpri'scntiiif,' flic Ottawa Hoard of Trade, have asked that

1 sliiiiild re<-eive you for tlie piiriHise of eiial)liii)i you to explain llie measures
wliieh you think should he adopte<l in the interests of Canada and the lunijire

witii re^'ard to the eslalilishnient of u ha( is known as tlie All-iJed Line, and to

en.il le you to uive expre.s.sion 'o your desire that I siiouid l.rin^r the snhject of

\(iin-iiopeslielore the at lent ion of the Crown,

ihe Ottawa Hoard of Trade already enjoys throughout the Knipire an
lionorahle rei)Utatioii as an orpinization which is animated hy a spirit of loftv

and far-seeini; linperiali.sin, and any re<|ucst coniiiifr froni you would naturallv

call fi-oin nu' the friendliest and most .sympathetic con.sideration, hnt the fact

that Sir .Samitonl Fleming' is the meinher of the Hoatxl of Tra<l<' throufrh whom
the re<pie.st for this interview ha readied me, invests it with an exceptional

lUiiency. The admiration I feel for him and the .sympathy 1 have for tlieoldects

with w Inch his name is so closely and honorably connected, would make it di(Ii( ult

almost imjMissilili', f(M- me to refuse yo\n- re<pie.st.

For upwanfs of twenty-five years, Sir Sandford Fleininfr has devoted his'

eiu'rtiics to the task of securin^r for C.reat and (ireat.'r Hritain, the advantafjes

of cheapened tclesiraphic service. The hare recital of his ciTorts in this direction

almost sujisest th(Mnis.sionary fervorof St. I'anl. Ilehas without hope,, f personal

jrain, visited five continents; he has traversfnl all the /freat oceans, the .\tlantic

many times; he lias fjiven himself, his tiini", and his suhstance uii^'rud<;iiij:lv and
\vithout .stint to the service of the FnijHre, and in the realization of his hopes,
which 1 trust is not far off, and in the general recofrnitioii that the life of Hritons

all the world over will have been made the happier hy his efforts, he will find at

theap[W)intetI time, his well-merite<i reward,

Mef.Tring to the address you have presented, 1 thank you for the welcome
which you have niven me on my return from F.iikI iid. The chief reason that
cau.stxi me to al)seiit myself irom my ha))py home in the Dominion for a space of
less than a month was my desire to supp.,rt Sir Wilfrid Laurier in his endeavour
to impress u|)on the members of the Imperial (iovernment the iin|iortanee of
establishing a fast. trans-Atlantic service between Canada and Kngland, and of
thus making Canada not only the natural and (lod apjKjinttxl hut the accepted
mail and pa.s,senger route between Creat Britain and the Orient and those great
Kritish Dominions in the southern seas of .New Zealand and .Australia.


