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;-iil)il(^ iiiid rvancsci'iil f.'cliiiirs or .•,)iic..|)ii(,iis nyr mad.' ilio >ynil)(,l. ,,!'

material ol.j.M-ts or i,l,,is ; ,„• tli.'>,- „!,j,.rts or i,l';.s are expressed .,!•

conveyed under the most s.d)tle e.meeptions ot'tlie mind. JJetween Ho-
mer and ^V(>rds^vortll, or Shelley, there seems the interval to whieh we
l.av.' here alluded: Shakspear.' may he said to unite the two periods.
Terms arc applied to ohj.!ets or eireumstances to whieh they eouldnev-
''V have l,.;en suitable, h„t lor the abstract sense tliat has been assigned
to them, from llie subtle analogies which the mind can perceive between
<'ven tin; most material and the most spiritual circumstances or objects.
The power of perceiving analogies, Abstraction, (ieneralization, are tlu!

I)0wers l)y which thought is so refined, and may be so large and gener-
al. The subtlest analogies are seen between mind and matter, and be-
tween matter and mind, between different objects and api)earances in
the material world, and between different states of the mental. An ab-
straction takes place, and whatever is non-essential in any observation
of phenomena is at once discarded: a generalization takes place, and an
observation becomes as wide as the universe. It is thus that the mind
proceeds, whatever may bo the ol)jects with which it deals, whatever
the subjects with which it is conversant. The progress from a rude and
ignorant state to one of enlightenment and civilization is just the pro-
gress we have brieHy indicated. There arc first those imperfect gcn.-r-
alizations by which objects are classified, their uses discerned, and their
laws to some extent ascertained and determined. Nature becomes the
minister ofman, obeys his commands, and subserves his uses. Com-
munities are formed : nations dwell on the earth. The sciences are the
offspring of physical wants, and afterwards become the instructors and
companions of those whose wants gave them birth. The Creator has
established the most beautiful laws in nature, among those objects which
he has rendered subservient to his creature, iAIan. There is notiiin-
but has its law, an.l which does not serve its puri)ose, in a re-ndated sys!
tem whici! sprang from Cud, and which still dei)ends upon Idni. I^Ian
cannot make any progress in social existence without develoi)in<.- these
hiws, accpiainting himself with the order and constituti.m of nature.—
The i)ractical arts of life are but tlie ai)plicatiou of these laws to the
purposes of life. These take place, or are practised, long before there
IS stnctly speaking science to regulate art, although art can nevei- be
separated from a certain degree or amount of scien.'c, or knowled.re -_
Science is knowledge systematized, or based upon principl.s-the know-
ledge of laws, not of facts merely, the evolution of these laws, la time
science regulates art, or rises upon its rules. Egypt seems to have been
the land where (science and Art hud their lirst triumphs, or first made


